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Scri::>..tu~e: ~::Phillipi ans 4 :4-7. 

~hQme: Rejoice in the Lord. 

Text: Phillipians 4:4-5 ••.• "Rejoice 
in the Lord alwey-s; again I will s ay, 
Rejoice. Let all men know your for­
bear2.Ilce. The Lord is e.t hand. 11 

Propost. t:ton: To "rejoice in the Lord11 

produces an examnle of forbearance in - "" 
daily life. 

Date written: Dec. 19, 1956. 

Dates and ulnces Dreacbed: 
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l. The sky lightened gradually, 
tur:~ed pink, then the light became more 
intense, and the sun burst over the 
horizon. The avocadoes, oranges and 
granefruit h~ng on the limbas of 
the trees in the surrounding groves looke 
1 ike so many ornaments on a lot of 
Christmas trees. The fresh damp smell of 

0

~-t and dew held a pronise of something 
new for the early riser whose shoes were 
c oakec1 as Jfte trudged through the wet 
grass, looking at this early-morn.:ng tro­
pical srow so unfamiliar to him. Gradun:J. 
ly the sun rose higher, the dew lriei 
from the grass and weeds, and the 'Qun• s 
r~s piercing the glass panes of the 
radi~.mt heaters on the house tops began 
to replenish the hot water supply so 
diminished by the previous nights baths. 
But long before the dew dried, and even 
P-S the sun was fast forcir..g its way 
above the horizon and the early~ising 
visitor was returning from his foot-soak­
ing tramp, squeals and shouts, laughter 
c11a. ladd 11 Thruik you.11 sounds co,_ad be 
heard through the open screen doorg and 
windows of the new housing developmen~~ i 
southern FloridEW ne~.r Miami.. Soon 
children 'tegan bursting through the door 
:pl83ing cowboy and Indians with their 
new 11guns 11 and bows and arrows, s.i':lowing 
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thei.1• new dells, riding their new bikes 
and 1itkrr making use of other new toys in 
the warm e~rly-morning sunshine. It wo.~ 
a dlzy of rejoicing. It was a dey of 
gifts. It was Christmas. 

2. Christmas is a day of rejoicing, 
t.o ... ~~ .P.m~·ican wczy- of thinking.~ 
~~ft~n Christ's birth and mission 
is to recognize and rejoice over the 
greatest gift man ever received -- Jesus 
Christ. All over our lend and in many 
other countries of the world Christmas 
mornir-g will see joyful scenes similer to 
the Florida one ~e described, though in 
our ~art of the country there may not be 
open doors and windows at this time of 
year, the visitor may trrunp in snow and 
ice if he dares go out into the cold. an 
the smaller children fof the most -part 
will p~ with their new toys inside the 
house.. But wherelver you are, Christmas 
means happiness and rejoicing. 

3. Many years ago one of history's 
greatest men had C.~ristmas every day, 
in a way. and rejoiced in it, even thoug~ 
Dec. 25 wasn't then observed as Christ's 
birth date, nor was their any formal 
birthd!W celebration. over Christ's birth. 
Paul, the influential early-day apostle 
of Jesus who wrote thirteen of our New 
Test8ment bool:s, most of which are letter: 
that he wrote to various churches or 
people, !·rrote to the christians at 
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Philli-oi, ~the firs't town on the con ti­
nent- of Europe to have a Christian 
Church. The New Testament Book of 
Phillipians is a let•er that he wrote 
to the Phillipian christians. 'lhe key­
note of Phillipians is one of joy in 
the faith of Christ, which is well 
sumrnarized in our text, Phillipians 4: 
Li-5, "Rejoice in the Lord always; agai 
I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know 
your forbearance. Tne Lord is at hand. 11 

4. F~joicing is the spirit and key­
note of Christmas, and Christmas mekks 
the beginning of Christianity. The cau 
of rejoicing, that "the Lord is at 
hand, 11 must ·oe remembered. We want 
here to think of the long-term, cvery­
d~ effects of rejoicing in the Lord, as 
they f're sugr·es ted in our Scripture end 
text. We want to begin now, this 
Sunday before Christmas, to prepare for 
makiniJ the Christmas spirit of good 
and l~.s ting effect throu».out the year. 

I. C ·stmas is the mo. tx na ,r81 time 
to rejoice i~ the Lord. 

1. A ~t-publication showed 
ture of an outside walJ pla.que in Germ 
':rbich marked the place where 11 Silent 
Night, Holy Night, 11 the world 1 s most-lo 
ved Christmas hymn, was written. There 
are two seasons in the year when a mini 
ter seldom hears the criticism 11 we neve 
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sing· famil.i ar hymlls a.t church. 11 The 
great hymns of Christmas and Easter are 
well-known by those with even the sligh­
test acquaintance with the two chief 
observances of Christendom. 

a. Probably the great Christmas ~ 
hymns are shared by all branches of 
Christianity more than any other hymns 
or any other s.spect of Christianity. 
At a community Christmas tree sing and 
program, a nightly thing for a weak, 
in a Wyoming Community I can remember 
hearing the srune songs sung from 
night to might by a group representi1 
respectively the Roman Catholic Church 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints (the Mormans), the Metho­
dists, Episcopalians end Presbyterians. 
-- all the lcrger Christian groups 
of the community. :Besides "Silent 
Night," other great Christmas hymns 
used by almost all divisions of 
Christianity are 11 0 Little Town of 
:Bethelehem, 11 11 Ha.rk, the Herald .Angels 
Sing, 11 11 While .Angels Wa.tch 'llieir Floe 
by Night," 11 The First Noel, 1111 There 1s 
a. Song l:P the Air, 11 and others. 

b. ~1§Unday (Dec. 16, 1956) I 
heard viat\a community chorus from 
Denver sing the more famous portions 
of Handel 1 s great Christmas oratorio, 
11 The Messiah. 11 This great and tra­
ditional Christian work is appreciate 
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-by people of all brAnches of Christi 
faith, s.s well as by many music lover 
of other faiths. People of the verio 
churches composed the community chorus 
of Denver, as happens in many other 
communities. 

c. To many of us one reason lbr 
ChristmRs being the most natural time 
to rejoice in our faith is because 
we do h~ve such beautiful music, which 
just seems to make us joyous and happy 
We hear the beautiful and famili a.r 
strain1i. and we~t to join in with 
them, and they make us feel happier 
and 1111xa kindlier. 
2. But the beautiful and great hymns 

of the season grew out of peoples' feeli of wanting to rejoice over the central 
theme of the Bhristian fnith. The hymns are the result of, not the ceuse of, the 
joy in men's heerts over the Christmas 
message. 

a. We rejoice because we see in ,the 
tiny Christ child God Himself telDing 
that the only, the great, the infinite, 
the all-powerful, the all-intelligent, 
Creator and guide of the universe and 
world is interested in you, m:RB.XBmX who 
is one small and obscure individual! 
This almost unimaginable Being is 
interested in not just one individual 
but in every inclividue.l, .:zou ~ ~ 
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·'t'!l?.at' s more, the God-in-the-Christ­
Child way of the incarnation says that 
God is interested in you and me not 
just as a stern judge whose accounts 
of:: right and wrong must be balanced 
eventually. He is interested, insten 
as one who forgives you because He 
loves you and wan tts you to have the 
very best life :possible. .As a fs.ther, 
as a friend and companion, as a teache 
and guide, as a beloved and older 
brother. We rejoice because Jesus 
demonstrated for us the Godly 2pproach 
to life, and we see in that approach 
the very best that is possible for 
us. 

b. Thds, we rejoice, really, at . 
recognition of the biggest thing that 
can happen to us, the recognition of 
Savior, the Christ Child~ His birth­
day, like the birthdays of ones " e 
love, is the natural time to celebrP.te 
and rejoice. But always remembe,_l~ 
whom we are feting. 

II. A Christian Christmas brings out in 
us forbearance toward others. 

1. I like the stories that have come 
out of both World Wars of fighting that 
stopped on Christmas Dey. They sometimei 
tell of the firing stopping between 
opnosing troops facing each other in 
parallel trenches~and the singing, each 
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group in lits own l~guage but to the 
same tune, of the familiar and beautiful 
Christmas carols. In taL~ing recently 1cl 
with a man who in World War II had this 
type of experience,he said that after 
thP. t Christmas dey t ere was no hate in 
his heart, or among the rest of his 
buddies, toward the enemy, and he didn't 
believe there was hate toward them on 
tthe part of the individual ene~,. soldier 
To the question of 11why did you continue 
after that to shoot a.t them? 11 he replied 
that it was because he was ordered to, 
end he supposed that's why the enemy 
soliders fired at them. We might wish 
to comment by saying that even in the 
hell of war1 Christmas can case, has 
caused at times, at the very least a 
brief revival of humanity, and created 
some respect for those we consider our 
enemies. This is a type of fforbearance 
which comes from almistmns. 

2. We take this idea of ferbearance 
from our text 1 s words 11 Let all men 
:mow your forbearance. 11 For]!earance 
means readiness to be reasoned with. 
It implies gentleness, the opnosite of 
n spirit of contention and self-seeking. 
Forbearnnce produces an undisturbed hear 
, the t~1e atmosphere in which one c~ 
rejoice. 

J. A season of celebration in which 
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we give eroensive gifts, at least for 
our individual budgets, to those w~ lov 
end in which we remember with greetings 
our friends of past and present, is one 
to which we can res.ct in a couple of 
weys. 

a. We can grouch about the expense 
while overdoing the spending and goin 
in debt to keep up with the Jones on 
the gifts our kids get. 11 Christmas 
Comes But Once a Year" is apt to get 
the response "Thank Goodness. 11 Or 

b. We can find real pleasure in 
the sharing of the sea.son, th'F..pugh 
keeping its expense down to reasonable 
pro-oortions. We tcy to make sure 
that we do some sharing, also, with 
the really unfortunate. like the 
tuburculear, unf ortunn te children , , ~ ~v and famlies, refugees like the iittn-
g .. ~s from the recent strife in 
their home country, etcc. 
4. In Christian forbearance arising 

in the Christmas sea!:?~ ne doesn't 
react critically~ to blame the 
unfortune.te, but tries to understand the 
reasons for ~is faults and misfortune 
fln.d to attack the causes of the be .. d 
things. He doesn't attack colleagues 
and associates whom he doesn't like, 
speaking in a criticising ma.'tlner, but 
tries in the spirit of Jesus to under-
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stand the .causes for that which he do•s­
not like and tries to forgive. If there 
just isn't a chance of reconciliation or 
correction of the unliked person one can 
still [lCt cordially in his presence but 

keep fPll~ from the indi viduaI as much 

as~ possible and so not strain the 
relationship! 

Conclusion: 
1. Christmas is a time of rejoicing. 

As Paul said in his letter to the 
Phillipians, 11 Rejoice in the Lord alwa\Y's 
again I will say, Rejoice. Let all men 
~..now your forbearance. The Lord is at 

hand. 11 · ~ 
J. We~can say thf!,t Christmas is 

a time to fl re.ioice in the Lord, 11 and 
that irf ' we ma.ke Christ central in Chris 
mas then our Christian reaction will 
produce forbearance tow&rds others. 

4. Our forbearance, brought about 
by a Christian Christmas, will produce 
forgiveness, understanding, and appre­
ciation of others. It will make new 
f~tends a.~d wonderful membDies. It wilJ 
help prepare us for companionship alway 
with the one born at Chri•tmas. 
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