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Sciipture: Phillipiens Lil-7.
Themet Rejoice in the Lord.

Text: Phillipians 4:4-5...."Rejoice
in the lord always; sagain I will say,
Rejoice. Iet all men know your for-
bearance, The Lord is et hand."

Pronosition: To "rejoice in the Lord"

produces an example of forbearance in
daily life. : -

Date written: Dec. 19, 1956.
Dateg and places nreéchgd:
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1. The sky lightened gradually,

turned pink, then the light became more
intense, and the sun burst over the
horizon. The avocadoes, oranges and
grapefruit haning on the limbgx of

the trees in the surrounding groves looke
1ike so many ornaments on a lot of
:ggﬁb?tmas trees. The fresh damp smell of

and dew held a promise of something

new for the early riser whose shoes were
soaked as Be trudged through the wel
grass, looking at this early-morning tro-
pical show so unfamiliar t¢ him. Gradual
ly the sun rose higher, the dew dried
from the grass and weeds, and the sun's
rays piercing the glass panes of the
radiant heaters on the house tops began
to replenish the hot water supply so
diminished by the previous nights baths.
But long before the dew dried, and even
es the sun was fast forcing its way
above the horizon and the eerlywrising
visiter was returning from his foot-sosk-
ing tremp, squeals end shouts, laughter
end Bodd "Thank you" sounds could be
heard through the open screen doors and
windows of the new housing development in
gouthern Floridsy near Miami. Soon
children began bursting through the doors
pleying cowboy and Indiens with their
new "gunsg" and bows and arrows, showing
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their new dells, riding their new bikes
and mtker meking use of other new toys in
the warm early-morning sunshine. It was
a day of rejoicing., It was a dey of
gifts, It was Christmas.
2., Christmas is & day of rejoicing,
ny Am%rican way of thinking., s
itiongss Christ!s birth and mission
is toc recognize 'and rejoice over the
greatest gift man ever received -- Jesus
Christ. All over our lend and in many
other countries of the world Christmas
morning will see joyful scene8 similar to
the Florida one we described, though in
our part of the country there may not be
open doors and windows at this time of
year, the visitor mgy tramp in snow and
ice if he dares go out into the cold, and
the smaller children fof the most part
will play with their new toys inside the
houge. But whereéver you ares, Christmas
means happiness end rejoicing.
3. Many years ago one of history's
greatest men had Christmas every day,
in a way, and rejoiced in it, even though
Dec. 25 wasn't then observed as Christ's
birth date, nor was their any formal
birthdey celebration over Christ's birth.
Paul, the influentisl early-dey apostle
of Jesus who wrote thirteen of our New
Testament books, most of which are letter
that he wrote to various churches or
people, wrote to the christians at
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thllipi, the first town on the conti-
nent of Europe to have a Christian
Church. The New Testsment Book of
Phillipians is a letéer that he wrote
to the Phillipien christians. The key-
note of Phillipians is one of Jjoy in
the faith of Christ, which is well
summarized in our text, Phillipiens 4:
L-g, "Rejoice in the Lord always; egain
I will say, Rejoice. Let all men know
your forbearance, The Lord is at hand."
L, Rejoicing is the spirit and key-
note of Christmas, and Christmas mekiks
the beginning of Christienity. The ceaus
of rejoicing, that '"the Lord is at
hand, " must be remembered. We want
here to think of the long-term, every-
day effects of rejoicing in the Iord, as
they ere sugrested in our Seripture end
texte We want to begin now, this
Sunday before Christmas, to prepare for
meking the Christmas spirit of good
and lasting effect throuBghout the year.

Ie tmag is the mostm natursl time
to rejcice in the Iord.

l. A pmeent—publication showed a pic-
ture of an outside wall plaque in Germen
which marked the place where "Silent
Night, Holy Night," the world's most-lo-
ved Christmas hymn, was written. There
are two semsons in the year when a minis
ter seldom hears the criticism "we never
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sing femiliar hymns at church." The
great hymns of Christmes snd Easter are
well-known by those with even the sligh-
test acquaintance with the two chief
observences of Christendom.

a. Probably the great Christmas hym
hymns are shared by ell branches of
Christianity more than any other hymns
or any other sspect of Christiasnity.
At a community Christmas tree sing and
progrem, a nightly thing for a weik,
in a Wyoming Community I can remember
hearing the seme songs sung from
night to aight by e group representing
respectively the Roman Catholic Church
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Seints (the Mormens), the Metho-
dists, Episcopalians and Presbyterians
-~ all the larger Christian groups
of the community. Besides "Silent
Night," other great Chrisimas hymns
used by almost all divisions of
Christianity are "C Little Town of
Bethelehem," "Hark, the Hepald Angels
Sing," "While Angels Watch Their Flock
by Night," "The First Noel,""There's
a Song in the Air," and others.

b, e}, sunday (Dec. 16, 1956) I
heard viapa community chorus from
Denver sing the more famous portions
of Hendel's great Christmas oratorio,
"The Messish." This great and tre-
ditionel Christian work is appreciated
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-by people of all branches of Christian
faith, es well as by meny music lovers
of other faiths. People of the veriou
churches composed the community chorus
of Denver, as happens in many other
comminities,

c. To many of us one reason Sor
Christmas being the most natursl time
to rejoice in our faith is becsuse
we do have such beautiful music, which
Just seems to make us Joyous and happy.
We hear the beautiful and femilizy
straing, end wevent to join in with
them, and they make us feel happier
and mmxm kindlier.

2. But the beautiful and great hymus
of the geason grew out of peoples'! feelir
of wanting to rejoice over the central
theme of the Ghristian faith, MThe hymns
are the result of, not the ceuse of, the
Joy in men's hearts over the Christmas
nmesssge,

a, We rejoice becsuse we see in the
tiny Christ child God Himself telling
that the only, the great, the infinite,
the all-powerful, the all-intelligent,
Creator and guide of the universe and
world is interested in you, mmexz®m who
is one small and obscure individual!l
This elmost unimaginable Being is
interested in not Just one individual
but in every individuel, you and me.
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‘What's more, the God-in-the-Christ-
Child way of the incarnation sgys that
God is interested in you and me not
Just as a stern judge whose accounts
off right and wrong must be balanced
eventually. He is interested, instead
as one who forgives you beceuse He
loves you and wants you to have the
very best life possible. As a father,
as a friend and companion, as a teache
and guide, as a beloved and @lder
brother. We rejoice because Jesus
demonstrated for us the Godly approach
to 1life, and we see in that approach
the very best that is possible for

UsSe

8. This, we rejoice, really, at.
recognition of the bifgest thing that
can happen to us, the recognition of
Savior, the Christ Child. FHis birth-
day, like the birthdeys of ones ve
love, is the natural time to celebrate
and rejoice. But always rememberdig
whom we are feting.

II. A Chrigtian Chrigtmag brinzg out in
ug forbearance towsrd others,

1. I like the stories that have come
out of both World Wars of fighting that
stopped on Christmas Dgy. They sometime:
tell of the firing stopping between
opposing troops facing each other in
perallel trenches,and the singing, each
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group in bts own langusge but to the
same tune, of the familiar and beautiful
Ch#istmas carols. In talking recently x
with a men who in World War II had this
type of experience,he said that after
that Christmas day there was no hate in
hie heart, or smong the rest of his
buddies, toward the enemy, and he didn't
believe there was hate toward them on
the part of the individual enemy soldier:
To the question of "why did you continue
after that to shoot at them?" he replied
that it was because he was ordered to,
and he supposed that's why the enemy
secliders fired at them. We might wish
to comment by saying that even in the
hell of war, Christmas can cemse, has
caused at times, zt the very least a
brief revival of humanity, and created
some respect for those we consider our
enemies, This is a type of forbearance
which comes from Gh#istmes.

2. We teke this idea of ferbearance
from our text's words "Let 21l men
know your forbearance." Forkesrance
means readiness to be reasoned with.
It implies gentleness, the opposite of
a spirit of contention and self-seeking.
Forbearance produces an undisturbed heart
» the true atmosphere in which one can
rejoice.

3. A season of celebration in which
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we give exvensive gifts, at least for
our individual budgets, to those we love
end in which we remember with greetings
our friends of past and present, is one
to which we can react in = couple of
ways.

a. We can grouch about the expense,
while overdoing the spending and going
in debt to keep up with the Jones on

- the gifts our kids get. "Christmas

Comes But Once a Year" is apt to get
- the response "Thank Goodness." Or

b. We can find real pleesure in
the sharing of the season, thergugh
keeping its expense down to reasonsble
proportions. We try to make sure
that we do some sharing, also, with
the really unfortunate, like the
tuburculear, unfortunste childrencdh;
and famlies, refugees like the Hum- =

—sepiens from the recent strife in
their home country, etcc.

L, In Christian forbearence arising
in the Christmas season Qne doesn't
react critically, ¥m—ewsy to blame the
unfortunate, but tries to understand the
reasons for Kis faults and misfortune«
and to attack the causes of the bad tkiny
things, He doesn't attack colleagues
and associates whom he doesn't like,
speaking in a criticising manner, but

tries in the spirit of Jesus to under-
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stand the causes for that which he does-
not like and tries to forgive. If there
just isn't a chance of reconciliation or
correction of the unliked person one can
still 2ct cordially in his presence but
reep gwey from the individual¥g as much
asg possible and so not strain the
relationship!

Conclusion:
1. Christmas is a time of rejoicing.

As Paul said in his letter to the
Phillipians, "Rejoice in the Lord always
again I will say, Rejoice. Iet all men
know your forbeersnce. The Lord is at
hand. "

3. Welcan say that Christmas is
a time to "rgjoice in the Lord," and
that #f we mske Christ céntral in Christ
mas then our Christian reaction will
produce forbearance towards others.

L, Our forbBearance, brought about
by 2 Christian Christmas, will produce
forgiveness, understanding, end appre-
ciation of others. It will meke new
fi#tends and wonderful membpies. It will
help prepare us for companionship always
with the one born at Chrigtmas.
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