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•ti'••••to • ......... 2 . , 
Introduction: 

1 .. As a boy the Scouting moverr.ent 
m "' a. lot to me. I kr.r.ew all the laws' and could pass all the tests for tender­foot longa before I wa~ 12, the age at 
hich a. ot~ th~n had to be to join. 

Af being accepted by the active troop 
wit.:. ·a strong outdoor program, a.nd wi tt 
'1.1hc :requent helo of my next-door-:1eigh­bor Scout Master; I advanced quickly, 
g ··ne to Ster raIL~ as f2st as was 
:9 ble at that time under national 
rules. About that time the Vetere.ns 
Administration was comJleting an exten­
sive new hoD-r;:>i tal plant neer ·'.:>,lr twon , 
nnd to dedicate it the President of the 
United States wes coming in pHrson. 
Honor Scouts from each troop in the Prea t1ere chosen to Pid in traffic control, ad fr this grouu a few were chosen to 
be e President ' s nersonrl escort. 
I w. r.on' t fortunate enough to be in this 
last group, though since then I 1ve some­
times told the sto~~if I wero the 
r~ t-h~d man of F.D. R. on that great 
d~. I was given a traffic control 
assignment ne:'lr the railroad, however, 
::it t:1e pl£ce to which the President 1 s 
spe train brought him rind from which :ne , t our community. I do well rem-

ber watching thA President talk ar.::'l 
joke with local dignitaries an-! members 
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·- -
of his staff during the hour or so after 
hf: - arded the train -before it left the 
s~ ion. To me that wes a big dny; muc 
more imnortant nerha:os than such an ... -
event might be to a ~roungs ter today who 
ha~ ee~ o~ TV, perhaps several 

... the president of the United St2.tes 
the Qµeen of Er_gla."1d, a.rid many of the 
world's other greet figures. I bragged 
for years about the time I s&w the presi 
d • even~stretching the trQth to inc~u 
a ... < ndsha.lte 2nd words spoken to me per­
sonally. In a day when a boy still was 
encour:?ged. to beli~ve th2t he migl.a.t be­
com~ nresident, the person of the presi­
ient took on immense stature. .And .FDR 
carried himself at tha.t time in such a 
wa;r as to instill confidence in him when 
observed personally and closely; or 
a east a.s far as we boys were concerne 

was the case. T'ne United States 
government seemed a more pe1"sonal power 
because of the experience, and I had 
~ lot more confidence in it. I had seen 

it were, evmdence for myself that the 
government was in the h~..nds of friendly 
~tJut competent people. Many people feel 
th s¥me way about our president tod.ey, 
M, u :-s-e-!1hower. When we see for our­
seive s t!le men leading us we are more 
aprt to be won to confidnce in t.i1em .. 

2. Thw writer of orr Scripture Eook, 
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!I Peter, had experienced sor.iething of 
nature. His experience, however, 

w, of the personality and importa.~ce cf 
Et Being far greater th:m the head of an 
~~rthly government. He felt tha.t he had 

for nimself the real nature of 
J , and he was ever thereafter ta.l{ing 
every opportunity to teTI.l people of his 
experience. 

3. To see how our pc.rticular Serip­
passa~e and mess~ge h~ppens to 

·e come nbout, let's become more fa­
miliar ,.fi th the Biblical Book of II 
Peter, found in the Hew Testament. To 
do so we will try tc get a 

I. Su;nm~.:~y .Q.f th!} circumsta..1ces and 
message of II P~ter and snot-light 
from it ou- Scripture. 

The question cs to who wrote II 
P .r is one of the difficult problems 
of Hew Testarnent study. t."ile opinion of 
modern scholers is stro·1gly divined 
ac::i to \·rhen it was written, and the diffe 
E in possible dates of its writine 
accoun~ for different ideas ~~ to who 
wrote it. Some soy that it probably 

·r·itten f'bout 200 a.d. or later, rod 
th ore could not hfi.ve been written by 
the Apostle Peter, as the :Book seys at 
the beginnine;. They argue that the P::i­
ter felt he was sa~.ring what Peter woulc1 
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wa.'Ylt said to the parf.icular circumstance 
Lhe times, and since to write under 

a. assumed name was a li te:cary custom of 
the time the writer w2s perfectly jus ti­
fied in using Peter's name. Perhaps the 

ity of Hew Testament scholars fol­
l .his line of thinking. 

I ha:puen to be in the minority· f;roup 
this question, but there are some 

p ca:nable Bible scholars who he:ve 
ed my thinking on the subject. If 

you turn to the Book of II Peter and 
examine its conte~ts closely it seems 
that the evidence is suffici~nt to back 
up the claim that Peter wrote this let­
ter. In the very first verse the author 
calls hims13lf Simon Peter and declares 
that he is an apoitle of Jesus Christ. 
Then later in the Book he states that 
1 as alrendy wr:tten a letter to those 

hom he now writes; and I Peter, to 
ihich he refers, is rlmost univers~..lly 
accepted as having been written by Peter 

the passage which is our Scripture 
.ay he claims that he saw CLrist on 

the Mount of TrPnsfie;uration, which was 
c:m GX!Jerience thet Peter !"1d. ··!i th Jesus. 

his references to and use of the 
~es t.2ment ScripturP.s he evidently 

was a Jew. He ·w1·ote as an old me. n who 
e.xp9cted death soon. The spiritual 
conditions of his rePders is well known 
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him and he is on intimate terms with 

' , addressin~ them as "beloved. ll 
\11 _ '"'"s ere used by the writer of this 

Epistle, or let~er, which are used ~lmos 

exclusivel:r by Pet~r in the Acts of the 

A tles. · The::·e is other evidence to 

\·' ,thet Simom Peter, the disciple 0£ 

Jesus, actually did write this Book. 

We gather that II Peter w·."'s written 
long before the death of the .Apostle 

a martyr, and it probc~bly wa.s written 

about 66 or 67 a.d. 
It is well to be aware of the fact ~ 

that there are differences of o:)imion 

among comnetent scholBrs in the stu~r 
of the Books of the Bible ~s to the 
circumstances under which some of them 

were written, and in the question of 

who wrote them. However, for the time-
mess8ge) these differences of scho­

I1..., tic opinion seldom make much differ­

ence. In the case of Ii PetP-r, whether 

Peter actually wrote this, as I thin..'tc 
h d.id, or whether it was written lJO 

~ s lrater doesn 1 t change the basic 
message at all. Don't let any dispute 

or criticism wbich you may hear about 
Biblical Books become a smoke scree 
ing you from getting the ~geless 

truth ~·:i thin them. They have survived 

cemturies because they are true. With 
that in mind, let us look et the message 

of II Peter and then spec:fically at 
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the tnoui:;ht it gives which we stress to­
d 

~ews had re~ched Peter regardin.t; the 
wor!.~ of false teachers in the church, P.n 
he urges the Christians to keep strong 
i· he faith that their religion is 
t , . even though they are surrounded 
even in the church ~ error and infide­
li ty. He WPrns the false teachers of 
t~ guilt and danger, and points to 
th second. comi~g "of the Lordx a.s being 
for them not an occasion for rejoicing 
but a time of judgment. On the other 
hand, the Christinns, he says, should 
live in the faith that Christ is coming, 
and he urge~nthem holiness end diligence 
coupled with )rumili ty as traits befi:bti ' 
those who w2it for the lord. 

__ In the section which we use today 
p. stresses the truth of the Chris-

gospel, In our text he does so by 
referrin6 to the great trensfiguration 
exoeriience in which he, James and John, 

Jesus talking with Moses Bnd Elijah, 
1 -dead gre~t figures of religious 
history. This experience for him placed 
Jesus squarely in the spot of the Jewish 
M iah and pointed him out a.s man's 

or (Mt.17). Peter noints out tha.t 
the Christian truths are not myths. He 
says that 11prophecy of Scripture, 11 or 
eterne1 turth never comes from man, but 
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trutli comes through men who have been 
-~d by the Holy Spri t. Then they s:_9enl 
God. 

The -oarticulE.r theme here toda._v is 
suggested by wo~ds from v.16 of our 
~ -~pture -(read). 11 Eyewi tnesses of his 
n . sty.f is the phrase we truce a.s a topic. 
For us today the thought is thc:.t God sti 
speAks to men end through men to mankind 

whole. .All of us m.ciy be, like 
P J .... r, Jp..mes ~nd John on the Mount of 
transfiguration, 11 eyewitltes9es of his 
mcitjesty," ascertaining at le:ist some 
bit of ~ternal truth vhich we can shrTe 
with our fellows .. Let's look ~t thi~ 
idea in the light of our own d8y. Tnere 
are 

or merns ~Y 
which we can come to kno'·! th~ n~'ture of 

God and Christ. 
~ That we wish to know God positivel 
e sure that He exists and cares for 

us, is a deisre common to a.11 m~nkind, 
Gamaliel Bradford has put it in his 

11 God: 11 

Dey and night I w::i..~ .. der \·lidely through the 
wilderness of thou~ht, 

Catching d~_inty t.hin«:;s o: fancy most 
reluctant to be caught, 



ive to J uilding Fund of 

GRACE METHODIST CHURCH 

CHEYENNE, WYOMING 

$ _______ Cash 

$ ______ per week for l 00 weeks, pay ab I e weekly 

beginning March 4, 1956. 

Date __________ Address----------------



Shining tangles leadine; nowhere, I 
ersistently unravel, 

T. ~d strange pr--ths of meditation very-' 
intricate to travel. 

ming bl ts of quaint desire tempt 
v $teps beyond the decent, 

I counf ound old solid glo~.r with publi­
city t<t) recent. 

B · w one unchcnged obsession, where-
~o 1 er my feet h~~e trod, 

Is a keep, enormous, ha~ting, never-sate 
thirst for God. 

(From The Questing S12irU, ed. by 
Luccock ar.1.d Brentano, COi\l'ard-McCc.:.nn, 
1947, u .285). 

2. We can see Je11us ~..nd lrnow thP.t we 
seen God, but to do so demands hard 

Peter, Janes, and John had been 
Jesus a long enough time to becone 

disciples very close to him, and th8t 
meant giving of themselves fully to lear 
H~ ~ay. On the exoerience of the trans 
f ration Fbout \·1hich they said 11 We 
were eyewitnesses of His r.ia,jesty, 11 

tha~r he-cl climbecl a moun t~in with hin 
d mountain climin' is h rd work--

t t;t to a ul;.ice ~mart, \':here they coul~ 

engo. ~e in SR:tmuus nr~rer without inter­
rttnti on.. It was then that they sf..W Chri 

with M0ses and Elijah and realized who 
and wha.t 
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EI ~eter i:1t-c2 ••••••••••• 10 

.-He W'"'S. 

3. Joseph W~ Pratt, of Ontarro, . 
ting for page 12, or March 9, 1957, 

of ~ ]Pper Room used this illustration 
11 Lone; ago one of ny 1 ell ow miners Trho 

also a fellow lev- nr.e2cher said to . -
i. , 1:::1l1en I was getting ready for work 
this morning, a new idea struck me. It 
W?c:. this: I could sit there in the mine 

let my eyes lo'Jk upon the :mdug 
coal, but that would not ecirn mp my 
living. I have to dig to earn the re­
lvard. 

11 ' It is the same, 'he said f.wi th 
:Bible re[.:,ding. It is not enough to 
glance at the words. A casual re&ding 
is not re,~El'llil~g. The •iror1:: cf God de -
mands and deserves serious study. 1 11 

The writer then ends his devotional 
with this 'thogght11Religious truth 

requires )nes strength ~1d ability to 
mine it from the word of God. 11 

We woulcl add th?t we con know God, 
see his glo~, be eye~itnesses of 
Majest:-, if we :::.re willi:ng to pay 

the nrics of effort a.nd application it 
truces. 

t. There are IJlW.Y lovely poems, in-

guiing stories and solid. a.rgumen ts; 
3.lmost all trui::, \tdl.ich± point out that 
God can well be found in nature. So why 
sit in a stuffy old church on 8 pretty 
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dt\v? ·Get out in nature and let God 
nk to you. .AJ.J. ver<;j tne, and He will 
~ne must put forth some effort. To 

be honest, most of us ~re interested in 
the contents of the por:able icebox, the 
n~t.ure of the hunting or fishing ge~r 

l1ow well it gets the g: me or fish, 
how tne old "b1U"'r;y passed up tl:at even 
older and cheaper car on the road or ho\·.r 
i limbed the mountain, carrying on a 
m flirtation with the pretty la9-Y at 
the beach, a"1.d SO On. \.°e don It O:ti;:::tl'l 

see~ f' sessege from God when we get 
out into His grec.t outdoors. But his 
n~jesty is\the:-e cn.d can be found. The 
Junior-Hi tampers who used logs P.nd pine 
brBnc~s to make a sirnnle · nd bA~U tiful 
outdoors che;pel knew something of the 
npnlic"tion of self it tokes to he~r God. 
i ture. :But ~t the ec:irly-morr!i:1g 
c union service they were stra..rigely 
hushed and more the!l one of them was 
cor..vinced he had been in the presence of 
Go,d. v~ul/\ 

·• T::e hospi t~~1 clrnirmtm of a ~l~ 
o _ .nization ~y reported on the 
ex-oe1·iences of his conmi ttee in a ~ 
ho~ ital. As he talked he grew ehthus­

c, telling ho·w much friendship 
m~ant to lonely sick peo1>le, many of 
them away from home, m~ny of older 2ge 
with few relatives. Other mem-oers o: 
hi~ committee couldn't resist e;etting up 
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.. 
tm.d sharing some of their experiences .. 

v smnmed it up with 11 I tell you, 
s great. 11 These men are s~ trhat 

service done in love and resnect for 
ones fellow m~m can do, and are having 
#: 1- ruly chri stian experience. In giving 

thr,mselves to o-thers they r' .r0 rec:lly 
becoming eyewitnesses of his majesty., 
seeing \ITha.t God-given love does for 

le • 
.. We could add me..ny other illustrar-­

tions to indicate W[:;ys in which we mSN" 11 see G·od, be 11 eyetri tnesses of His ma.jes ty 
Regular I!Jlrticipation in ~orshin , ~and~y 
Schoob tnd. other religious ectivi ties 
can brin~ us close to God. So cc...~ daily 
fDmily and person:l devotions. So can 
...,cts o: ch2ri ty and service. 'Tork and 
s~crifice nre u?rt of all these w~s of 

ing God. 

Conclusion: 
1. We have said that when one comes 

close to God as an experiAnce of Hin, 
\ 

of an eyewitr,.ess of His majesty, 
a ormr.u1ent impression is made Pb OU t 
which one fePls impelled to tell oth0r~ • 

..., We have seen tl1e kind of thing we 
me told about and demonstretea. in the 
New '11estament :Sook of II Peter, n1ci we 
know how Peter gave a 1 ifetime of devoted 
work to telling others of the Christ of 
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r~a.,jesty he \·res a:n eyet·;i tness. 
.. We h-ve said that in every-one 

re is a longing to know God 'better 
and t·re hnve thought of '"ays in whi h we 
can become eyewitnesss of God's majesty. 

4. All "Of us may be 11 eyewi tnesses of 
majesty, 11 and e~ch can experience 

for himself at le~st some bit of eternal 
truth. 
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