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 Introduction:

- As 2 boy the Scouting movement
sy 2 1ot to me. I knew all the lews'

- ang could pass all the tests for tender-
~ foot longm vefore I wae 12, the age at

whieh a Doy then had to be to Join,
Afy being accepted by the wmctive troop
witd 2 strong outdoor program, and with
the frequent help of ny nexi-door-neigh-
bor Scout Master; I advenced quickly,
g‘ng to Star renk as fast as was
D ble at that time under national
rules. About that time the Veterans
Administration was completing an exten-—
sive new hospital plant near our twon,
and to dedicate it the President of the
United States was coming in person.
Honor Scouts from esch troop in the zres
were chosen to eid in treffic control, an
from this group a few were chosen to
bebe President's personal escort.
I wesn't fortunate enough to be in thie
last group, though since then I've some-
times told the story as if I were the
r@t-hond man of F.D.R, on that great
d&yT I was given a traffic control
esgignment near the railroad, however,
2% the place to which the President's
spe train brought him and from which
he t our commnity., I do well rem-
ber watching the President telk and

Joke with local digniteries and members
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of his staff during the hour or so af tex
he‘ardéd the train before it left the
stWPon. To me thet was a big day; muc
more important perhaps than such an
event might be to 2 youngster today who
hasaseengxexsk on IV, perhaps several
t , the president of the United States
the Queen of England, and many of the
world's other great figures. I bragged
for years gbout the time I sew the presi
i, even stretching the truth to incidu
e ¥ndshake and words spoken t0 me per-
sonally. In a day when a boy still was
encouraged to believe that he might be-
come president, the person of the presi-
dent took on immense stature. And FDR
carried himself at that time in such 2
way as to instill confidence in him when
observed personally and closely; or
a.east as far as we boys were concerne
td was the case, The United States
government seemed & more personal power
because of the experience, and I had
a_lot more confidence in it. I had seen
it were, evidence for myself that the
government was in the hands of friendly
but competent people. Many people feel
th ne way sgbout our president todey,
M senhower., lUhen we see for our-

gelves the men leading us we are more
aprt to be won to confidnce in them.
2, The writer of our Scripture Book,
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II Péter, had experienced something of
t nature. His experience, however,
w'of the personality and importance of
e Being far greater than the head of an
earthly government. He felt that he had
sega for nimself the real nature of
J s and he was ever thercafter tzking
every opportunity to tell people of his
experiencs.

3. To see how our particular Serip-

Passage and message happens to

h&¥e come about, let's become more fa-
miliar with the Biblical Book of II
Peter, found in the New Testoment. To
do so we will try to zet a

p 5 nary of t} ircumstances end
messa £ II Peter and spot-licht
from it our Serivture.

The question as to who wrote II
PeW®r is one of the difficult problens
of New Testament study. The opinion of
modern scholars is strongly divided
age t0 when it was written, and the differ
E‘ in possible dates of its writing
accountf for different ideas as to who
wrote it., Some say that it probably
was_written ebout 200 a.d., or later, md
th ore could not have been written by
the Apostle Peter, as the Book says at
the beginning. They argue that the wri-
ter felt he was sgying what Peter would
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want said to the parficular eircunstance
Ihe times, and since to write under
sumed name was a literary custom of
. the time the writer was perfectly Jjusti-
fied in using Peter's name. Perhaps the
ity of ¥ew Testament scholars fol-
1 his line of thinking.

I heppen to be in the minority group
on this question, but there are some
very cepable Bible scholars who have

ed my thinking on the subject. If
you turn to the Book of II Peter =nd
examine its contents closely it seens
that the evidence is sufficient to back
up the claim that Peter wrote this let-
ter. In the very first verse the author
calls himself Simon Peter and declares
that he is an apodtle of Jesus Christ.
Then later in the Book he states that
as already written a letter to those

hom he now writes; and I Peter, to
which he refers, is almost universally
accepted as having been written by Peter

the passage which is our Seripture

he claims that he saw Christ on

the Mount of Transfigurstion, which was
an experience that Peter had with Jesus.
Frga his references to and use of the
o stement Seriptures he evidently
was & Jew, He wrote as an old men who
expected death soon. The spiritual
conditions of his readers is well kmown
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to him end he is on intimate terms with

., addressing them as "beloved."
s are used by the writer of this
Epistle, or letter, which are used almost
exclusively by Peter in the Acts of the
lamsties, * There is other evidence to
g that Simom Peter, the disciple of
Jesus, sctuslly did write this Boolk.

We gather that II Peter was written

long before the death of the Apostle

as®a martyr, and it probably was written
sbout 66 or 67 =z.d.

It is well to be sware of the fact X
thet there ere differences of opimion
emong competent scholers in the study
of the Books of the Bible as to the
circumstances under which some of them
were written, snd in the question of
whe wrote them. However, for the time-

messege.,these differences of scho- |
1Wiic opinion seldem meke much differ-
ence. In the case of II Peter, whether
Peter actually wrote this, as I think
I‘iid. or whether it was written 130

| g kater doesn't change the besic
message at 21l, Don't let any dispute
or ctiticism which you may hear ebout
ipBiblical Books become & smoke screen
ing you from getting the sgeless
truth within them. They have survived
cemturies beczuse they are true., With
that in mind, let us look at the message
of II Peter and then specifically av

e
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the thouzht it gives which we stress to-
d-'
iews had reached Peter regarding the

work of false teachers in the church, and
he urges the Christians to keep strong
igmhe faith that their religion 1is
tN, .even though they are surrounded
even in the church by error and infide-
lity. He warns the false teachers of
tl guilt and danger, and points to
th®eecond coming of the Lords as being
for them not an occasion for rejoicing
but 2 time of judgment. On the other
hand, the Christians, he seys, should
live in the faith that Christ is coming,
and he urge®them holiness snd diligence
coupled with punility as traits befibting
those who wait for the lord.

~ In the section which we use today
P stresses the truth of the Chris-
t gospel., In our text he does so by
referring to the greet trensfiguration
experience in which he, Jemes and John,
saaJesus talking with Moses end Elijeh,
1gW-dead great figures of religious
history. This experience for him placed
Jesus squarely in the spot of the Jewish
Mg@aish and pointed him out as man's
s¥®or (Mt.17). Peter points out that
the Christian truths are not myths. He
says thet "prophecy of Seripture," or
eternsl turth never comes from men, but
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ﬁtfuth comes through men who have been
mglhd by the Holy Sprit. Then they spe
God. ;
The verticular theme here today is
sugecested by words from v.1l4 of our
aiptire {read). "Eyewlitnesses of his
n‘sty*is the phrase we take as a2 topiec.
For us today the thought is that God sti
speaks to men and through men to mankind
a’ whole. All of us may be, like
PeWBr, Jemes and John on the Mount of
trensfiguration, "eyewithtesses of his
mejestys" ascertiining at least some
bit of eternal truth which we cen shere
with our fellows. Let's look 2t this
idea in the light of our own dsy. There
are

II. W in which we cen be "eyewitnesse

on isg majesty," smxertetmirrotxiezet
Iixgfxrirxneizxiraki or mesns by

which we can come to know the nature of
our God and Christ.
o« That we wish to know God positive
e sure that He exists and cares for
ugy, is a deisre common to all menkind,
ag CGamaliel Bradford has put it in his

p‘ "G‘Od.:"

Dey and night Iwender widely through the
wilderness of thought,

Catching dainty things of fancy most
reluctant to be caught,
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Shining tengles leading nowhere, I
& :rsistently unravel,

T3 gtrange paths of meditation very’
intricate to travel.

Ggmming bite of quaint desire tempt
Qmsb@s beyond the decent,
I counfound old solid glory with publi-
city t@ recent.
By one unchenged obsession, where-
olep my feet have trod,
Is = keen, enormous, hafiting, never-sated
thirst for God.
(From The Questine Spirit, ed. by
Iunecock and Brentano, Coward-McCann,

1947, ».285).

2. We cen see Jemus and Inow that we
heve seen God, but to do so demands hard
W ~ Peter, James, and John had been
wivh Jesus a long énough time to Decome
disciples very close to him, and that
meant giving of themselves fully to learn
Higadey. On the experience of the trans-
£l ation gbout which they said "Ve
were eyewitnesses of His majesty,"
thay had climbed a mountein with him
- mountain climin® is hard work--
tSPet to & place apart, where they could
engage in serbous prayer without inter-
runtion., It was then that they saw Chris
with Moses and Elijeh end realized who
and whet



; IQby ugree‘ive to .}uilding Fund of . . .

GRACE METHODIST CHURCH
CHEYENNE, WYOMING

$ Cash

$ per week for 100 weeks, payable weekly

beginning March 4, 1956.

or$

Name

Date Address




Ll Peter 1:1&)"‘22....II...'.10

-He was.

. Joseph W, Pratt, of Ontarko, A
wiiting for pege 12, or March 9, 1957,
of The Upper Room used this illustration
"Long ago one of my fellow miners who

also & fellow lay preascher seid to

'when I was getting ready for work
this morning, a new idea strudc me. It
was this: I could sit there in the mine
ﬁlet my eyes look upon the undug
c » but that would not earn mp my
living, 'I have t¢ dig to earn the re-
ward. '

" ' It is the same,'he said #with
Bible reading. It is not enough to
glance at the words. A cemual resding
is not rewerding., The word of God de -
mands and deserves serious study.! "

The writer then ends his devotional

with this thogght"Religious truth
requires ones strength and ebility to
mine it from the word of God."

We would add thet we can know God,

C@ see his glory, be eyewltnesses of

Majesty, if we ere willing to pay
the price of effort and application it
tekes. |

. There are meny lovely pcems, in-
{IMeuiing stories and solid arguments;
elmost all true, whishk point out that
God can well be found in nature. So why
sit in a stuffy old church on & pretty
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dey? -@et out in nature =and let God
sk to you. All very tvme, end He will
W one nust put forth some effort. To
be honest, most of us =re interested in
the contents of the portesble icebox, the
nature of the hunting or fishing geer
how well it gets the geme or fish,
how the old buggy pessed up that even
older and chesper car on the road or how
itgalimbéd the mountain, carrying en a
m flirtation with the pretty lady at
the beach, and so on. We don't of#dn
see}l e messege from God whem we get
out into Hls great outdoors. But his
najesty isthere =nd can be found. The
Juniocr-Hi campers who used logs and pine
brencihs to make a simple and beautiful
outdoors chepel knew gsomething of the
spprlication of self it takes to hear God
ture. But at the early-morming
com®union service they were strangely
hushed eand more than one of them was

convinced he had been in the presence of
G’O_d. l/e “)0
\. The hospital cheirman of a ;910’-55‘
0 ization weeently reported on the
experiences of his committee in 2 lagal
hognitel., As he talked he grew ehthus~
3 ¢y telling how much friendship
meant to lonely sick peonle, many of
them away from home, many of older age
with few relatives. Other members of
hig committee couldn't resist getting up
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. and sharing some of their experiences.
"‘v summed it up with "I tell you,

Ws great." These men are sedng what
service done in love and respect for
ones fellow man can do, and are having
g rvly chiristisn experience. In giving
.th.emselves to others they are reslly
becoming eyewitnesses of his majesty.,
seeing whet God-given love does for
: le,

. We could add meny other illustra~
tions to indicate ways in which we may ;
see God, be "eyewiinesses of His majesty,
Regular perticipation in worship, Sundey
School)end other peligious activities
can bring us close to God. So cen daily
femily end personal devotions. So can
acts of cherity and service., Work and
secrifice are part of all these ways of

ing God.

Conclusion:

l. We have said that when one comes
close to Ged 2s an expeirience of Him,
é\% of an eyewitness of His majesty,

g vermenent impression is made ebout
which one feels impekled to tell others.

B We have seen the kind of thing we
m told 2bout and demonstrated in the
New Testement Bock of II Peter, end we
know how Peter gave a lifetime of devoted
work to telling others of the Christ of
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. whosé majesty he wes an eyewitness.
5 .3 We have said that in everyone
e is 2 longing to know God better
and we have thought of wgys in whi h we
can become eyewitnesss of God's majesty.
anli. All of us may be "eyewitnesses of
. majesty," and each can experience
for himself at lesst some bit of eternal
truth,

\.
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