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James 2. (RSV). 

Text: James 2: 26 ••• "For as the body 
apart from the spirit ia dead, so 
faith apart from works is dead". 

Christian goodness. 

ro osition: Regardless of the 
·elationship of salvation to faith 
nd works, to be a christian one must 

be and is a doer of good and righteous 
deeds. 

Sources: CriticB.lx comments on 
James based on p. 3-19, Vol. 12, 
The Interpreter's Bible. 

Date writeen: May 29, 1964. 
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Introduction: 
1. Recently (may 19-21, 1964) I 

attended the annual convention of 
The Military Chaplains Association, 
in Chicago. At one of the evening 
banquest we presented a citation to 
coma.dia.Jli-actor Bob Hope, in recognitin 
and honor of his service to the 
armed forces. For over 25 years he 
has traveled extensively throughout 
the world, during war and peace, 
accepting no pay, to entertain and 
lift the morale of men and women in 
uniform. The chaplains considered 
this type of patriotism worthy of 
recognition. In response to the 
presentation speech, Bob Hope made 
several characteristic humorues 

vcracks. He said that he really didn't 
) deserve the award, because he had 

been very lucky. Almost ever since 
( television has been in use, he has 
r ' 'had a show. Other comedians have 

come and gone, but he was among the 
c first and has been able to stay on. 

1' To the chaplain 1 s group which included 
a high percentage of catholics, he 
said, "On TV I 1 ve outlasted or 
started before such comedians as 
Red Skelton, George Gobel, Dean 
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· 'Martin, Jerry Lewis, Jackie Gleason, 
,Bishop Sheen ••• 11 • 

2. One of Hope's jotes can serve 
well to introduce our topic for 

• today. 11 0ut in Los Angeles where 
I live11 , he said, "we have two ball 
teams, the Dodgers and the Angels. 
The way people drive out there, it 1s ea sure thing that you •re going to be 
one or the other". 

J. Hope's crack points out that 
just to keep alive when you're around 
a heavy-traffic area you've got to 
do something active and decisive: 
get out of the way. The Xl!mmlik±Hg 
Biblical book of James,from which we 
read our scripture for today, 
also points out how necessary it 
is to do something if you're going to 
b e a christian. In>r the writer of 

• 
this book being christian is not just 
KHBibmf:r::x'B' a matter of attitude, of 
pious prayer, of holy phrases, of 
acts of worship. For James, a 
christian lives an active life, a 

• positive one, in which he does some­
thing good and worthwhile whenever he 
can. 
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4. To become more familiar with 
Hames, the circumstances of its 
writing, its structure, purpose and 
lasting message; and to let something 
of its spirit enter and inspire our 
lives, are our purposes today. First, 
we look at 

I. The pertinent facts about James. 
Our facts here are actually ax resume 
on the subject of the findings of a 
majority of the world's full-time 
New Testament scholars. 

~ 1. An ambitious but still-strug­
gling and poor young business man at a 
banquet happened to be seated next 
to the head of the wealthy Rockefeiler 

.f.amily. Seeking to impress Mr. 
Rockefeller, he turned to him, intro­
duced himself, and said, 11 It happens, 
Sir, that our combined wealth is 
very impressive". 

2. The writer of The New Testament 
book of tf.tmies was convinced that the 
life of a christian should be very 
impressive. He wanted each christian 
so to live that allJlJ one who met him 
would recognize this person as 
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a christian. If the author who 
r wrote such a message were James the 

1 brother of Jesus, who was recognized 
by Peter, Paul and most all of the 
first-generation christians as the 
head of the early christian church, 
his views and advice naturally would 
have great weight with christians. 

3. The traddtional viewpoint 
f for centuries has been that the author 

of JalllllS was indeed the brother of 
I Jesus, the original head of the 
\ mother-church in Jerasalem. The 
\ majority of Biblical scholars of 

the past century and of today disagre 
with this view, and say that our 
Scripture was not written by Jtames 
the Lord's brother, nor by any other 
James known to us by name in The 
New Testament. The opening words of 
the book are: "James, a servant of 
God and of the Lord Jesus Christ". 

, The schblars say that the name of 
James at the beginning of the letter 
shouald be regarded as the use after 
the death of James the brother of 
Jesus \l)y an unkrinwn author.; of the 
name afi a great figure~f the apos-, 
tolic church.rto present and get a 
hearing for his views. Feeling that 
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his message fitted the spirit of 
r James, he did not hesitate to use 
\ the name of }lames • .At the time,d 

;
such usage was considered neither a 
forgery nor dishonest, and was 

\ 
a fairly-common literary device. 

4. Even if James, Jesus' brother, 
perhaps did not write this book, 

~it does seem to reflect something of 
his spirit. }lames was known as a 
staunch advocate of the rites and 
customs of Judaism as being important 
for all christians. It was he whom 
Paul had to defeat in debate to get 
the church council at Jerusalem to 
allow Gentiles, non-Jews, to become 
christian without first becoming 
Jews. Even after this, the f~llowers 
of James often seemed to look down 
upon non-Jewish christians as being 
somewhat second-rate christians. This 
book of James does not impart quite 
such a sense of the importance of bei 
a Jewish-Christian, but it is similar 
to writings of the rabbis in its 
insistence on the details of righteous 
living. 

5. In a sense, James is a book 
more in keeping with the spirit of 
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Roman Catholicism than of ProtestantssJ 
iin. In callolicism there is a 

\ great deal of emphasis on the necessi­
ty of good works, of merits, of 
living righteously, of partieipating 
ip specific acts of worship, as being 
things necessary to being an 
acceptable christian. Not to do these 
things is perhaps to be doomed to 
long ages in purgatory, or even to 
eternal hell. In protestantism, the 
emphasis is on faith as the one con­
dition of salvation. This is called 
"justification by faith.-, and means 
that God freely gives forgiveness and 
eternal life to the repentant person 
who puts his faith in God through 
Christ. The Protestant is interested 
in doing good things, in rig~teous 
living, in acts of worship, too; but 
he doesn't trade off certain amounts 
of these things for ~orgiveness, for 
stated years or ages in heaven. 
Rather, the Protestant motivation for 
doing good is his love for God. He 
desires to please §ad b~p~us~~ ~p is 
grateful to and loves G&C:r.#\ ~ee'1cing 
ways to please and serve God, the 
Protestant does acts af goodness, 
worship and service. Both catholicism 
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·)and prosestantism are together, 
• though, in considering the distinct, 

• 
!
good, sacrificial, loving christian 
life as oharacteristic of the sincere 
christian • 

I 6. James was written to help the 
christian understand what was chris~­
ian in some very specific instances. 

~~ere was a small guidebook, as it 
were, to christians for some very 
~pacific and common circumstances of 

1life. This was not a theological 
book, so few theories about God and 
Christ are in it. This letter probabl 
was written somewhere between 80 and 
100 a.d.. There is no indication 
where it was written. 

1 7. The form of James is not that~ 
of a logical discouraeK which builds 
up an argument to a conclusion. It 
is difftuse and repetitious. It is ~ 

~often a diatribe--a frank and vigourJ 
rebuttal against opposing views. The 
language of J arne s is simple and dire ct 
so that it needs little comment by 
way of explaining it further. In fact 
some ministers .mom for a sermon 

\
have simply read the full book in the 
service on a Sunday. James contains 
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ttk great deal of pre-christian Jewish 
/material, which sugg~sts that early 

1 
6hristianity and Judaism were not so 
far apart as they became in later 
history. The Jewish Scriptures were 
the only Bible the christians had 
when this was written. The Jewish 

• 

Scriptures spell out a lot of the 
detail expected in the life o~ 
pious Jews. James does this in a 
limited way for the christian. The 
passage which is 

II. Our Scripture, James 2, gives 
something of the spirit and method of 
James, and points out a permanent 
message for us and for mankind through 
out time~ 

1. You 1~e probably heard stories 
about inebriated gentlemen wandering 
h ome at night, taking shortcuts 
and falling into open graves, where 

• the experience of seeming to be dead 
quickly frightened them into sobriety. 
A slightly different twist to this 
old theme is given in a story going 
the rounds these days. The Irishman 
was on his way home, aappily fortified 
within by ample amounts of strong 
spirits. It was a moonlight night, 
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4tand as a good Irish tenor is apt to 
do, he lifted his eyes to the moon 
and sang. As he so wended his way 
home with eyes aloft, he began to 
cross a bridge, and about in the 

~middle of it bumped into the railing. 
'Ihis C8128ee« him to bring his gaze 
from aloft to the water below the 
b ridge. There the moon was reflectad 
io beautifully that in his bemused 
condition the Irishman, looking at 
what seemed to be the moon ~elow him, 

w as heard to mutter, "How the di vil 
did I get up here?" 

2. D•acx 'fhe writer of James 
seemed afaaid that his christian 
readers were trying to get to heaven 
without 'tillite knowing how. He set 
himself the task of showing them some 
of the particulars. *'For as the body 
apart from the spirit is dead, so 
faith apart from works is dead", he 
wrote in the words of what we consider 
our text. His book is full of advice 
as to just what are good works and 
what are not. 

3. The second chapter of James, foJ 
instance (our Scripture) p:>ints to 
the necessity of impartiality because 
- C' 
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·-.~ones wealth or poverty, as ~t (}-
person comes into the christian fello~ 
ship. Treat the rich person the 
same as you treat the poor one, 
he means. The chapter uses this as 

• an illus~~~ tiQ!j of a ·¥~ _.@ri~~ian 
a ttitude~ny~.ot'~ a:Weie'ftned 
in the bo~k. Verse 14 is: 1'What 
does it profit, my brethren, if 
a man says he has faith but has not 
works? Qin his faith save him?" An 
illustration of what he n&ans 
follows: 11 If a brother or sister is 
ill-clad and in lack of daily food, 
and one of you says to them, 'Go i~ 
peace, be warmed andtfilled,' 
without giving them the things needed 
for the body, what does it profit? 

• So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead". 

4. There is the chief ;nmssage of 
James, again, and the chief message 

•of the Bible for us for this hour. 

Conclusion: 
1. Regardless of whether you 

• believe good deeds are necessary 
l?ef-Bt-~. you are saved by God, or 
whether you think good deeds' should 
be done mainly because you love God, 
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are grateful to him, and want to 

please him, they are characteristtc 

of christians. 

2. We rightly despise overt 

hypocrits, people who say they are 

cnristian but seem to make little 

attempt at the praotice of righteous­

ness and goodness. 

3. We believe that if you would 

be a christian you must do your best 

to be a doer of good and righteous 

deeds. It 1s fun. It's safer, It's 

more satisfactory. It's after the 

example of Jesus. 
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