Ascension Sunday sermon ‘1
Serip: I Peter 4:7-11.
Theme: The end of all things.
Text: I Peter 7a --"The end of
all things is ot hand..."
Date written: 16 May 1953.

Places & dates preached:
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Introddction:

1, Christian Eentury article
on "errthquake religion."

.. 2. -Tnethe past & present,
frequent prophets of impending
immediate end of earth. Some
even nredict day & time (Miller-
ites). '

3. Writer of Seripture »ro-
bably exvected end of time soon
too (text).

L, Writer states well the
Christian attitude toward the end
of time. Let's examine it.

I. Threats today vointinz toward
the end of time. ]

1. New wespons of warfare.

a. Atom bomb,

b. Hydrogen bomb.

c. Bacteriological warfare.
d. Space attackss.

2. Hagards accepted as normsl,
certainly which are end of time %
the individual.

a. Hizhway, alr, rail deaths.

b. Natursl hazsards —--wind
(Waco), fire (0ld folks home in
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Florida), flood (Holland). |
3. It matters not to the indi-
vidual whether he dies in one big
catastrophe to the human race, or
in a lone asccident. However it
may come, for you and me, death
ends time, or "allthings."

L., However, it might make a
difference in your treatment of
others if you believed they were
to meet degth soon (repentant daug
ter, knowing conduct broke Dad's
heart & bwought illness or death,
vowing never to do that sin again)

I11. Guidance for fackng the end

of time iven in our scrivture
1. Keep sane & sober zv.ls.
'+ 2. Pray; and sanity and sober-
ness necessary for that.
3. Above all, love others.
a. Love covers a multitude of
sins. '
b, Practice hospitality, with
out grudging or regrettings it.
L, Use your particulsr talents 1
for glory of God through Christ.
a. Speaker, to win pgople for
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God. ‘ _
b. Worker or skilled crafis-
men, for others wnd with credit
to God for skill & strength.
I1I. Added to these is the Christ
ian pgsurance of s beantiful and

$§atisfyine eternal life ofter
death, in the presence of God.
Conclusion:

For a christisn the prospect o
an "end of 211 things," or an
end of time, simply intensifies
and makes more urgent his obliga-
tion to live and believe es Chris
wents him to do.
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