
Stjripture: I Peter 2:11-17. 1 
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Them~: 

Texti I Peter 2:16 - - 11 Live as 
free men, yet without using your 
freedom R.s a prE1text for evil; 
but live ?.S servPnts of God." 

Pronosition: Christianity offers 
the greatest degree of . freedom 
possible. 

Date writte.DJ. 24 .April 1953 
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Introduction: 
.1. H.rtrd to ri.scertain r.iee.ning 

of words. 

2" 

a. Two-fold meaning of mur­
der, as in Ch G lecture. 

b. Two :nea.nings of 111ead. 11 

c. "Freedom" and nchristia.n" 
are wcrds interpreted or de­
fined in differ~nt ways. 
2. To present any truth or 

argument, necessary to define key 
words et beginning. Must do so 
in case of two-word phr.e.se 
"Christian FreeJom, 11 which is our 
theme. 

3. 11 Christian"-- chara.cteris­
tic of Christian peoule, wh are 
those who believe in and profess 
Jesus Christ, and the truth 
taught by him. 

a. Granted, people believing 
in Him interpret Him and His 
truth differently. 

b. Nevertheless, many charac­
teristics of Christians are 
nA~rly the sAme wherever found. 

(1) Belief in God, $ in 
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Chr1$t es of God. 
· (2) Belief in, and (at 

least) attempt to prad~ice 
so!Ile basic morel lavs. 

(3) Interest in others. 

J 

c. .Among Christians a com­
mon chexadteristic is emphasis 
on freedo1:.1. 11 0hristi8.n free­
dom11 is freedom characteristic 

of Christians, of those living by 
the teachings of Christ. 

4. Freedom (first 3 definitions 
of my Collegiate dicti0nAry): 

a. Liberation from slavery, 
im,risonment, or restrai~t. 

b. Exemptiort from necesslty 
in choice and action, as the 
freedor!: o.f the will. 

c. Frankness and outspoken­
ess. 
). The text, taken in context, 

deals with these concepts of 
freedom as they are in Christian 
freedom. 
I. The Scripture g,~g,lsgroun'b. 

1. l"st. Peter unlocks its 
spiritual tre~~1res to one who 
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..,. 
holds constantly in minn the word 
"~ersecu tion. t• 

·2. Bible dertis in several ways 
with fact th-=it Christians~ 
~ersecuted, do suffer. often n!"e 
denied freedom, in u~1al sense. 

a. Isaiah 53 -- Slf'fering 
s~rvant idea. Slfferinr, finds 
glori:ication i~ others. 

b. Jesus' suffering expl~in~ 
hxl:d. by many early Christia...'1. 
as suffering for the sins and 
shortcomings of others. 

c. I Peter solves nroblem · 
of sufferine,cf ChristiAil , 
lack of freedom, chetfly by 
saying it is aw y of ~urifying 
and ennobling the soul. 'Brir_11;s 
closer fellowship with Jesus. 

d. Many Cbri Jti:?.ns were 
ienyine Christ in pers~CU.tion o 
time of I Peter. Signing 
"libelli~" I Peter written tci A 
the faithful all over the ezrr1lir 
in such tir1es. .r;· 

e. Yet to these people, and :·~ 
as one o~ them. be could write 
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",Live as •e men. 11 

II. J~t~rpr~tation of Scrin~'t!} 
an'<!.Jext regarJ.ing problen of 
Christian freadom. 

1. Verse 11 -- As "aliens And 
exiles". not free from presS"11res 
to~ do as others do, if term is 
figu.r~tive. 

5 

2. Ve~se J.2 -- Under a cod.e 
of dicclpl~.Yr~ther than loosely 
11 doing what eYe.1.:;rbod.y does .. 11 

a. This discipline hel~s 
others -- good 1aeds. 

b. This di~cipline glorifies 
f'I • 
\.700.. 

). Verses 1)-14 -- tubjact to 
huma...~ institutions and government. 

4. Verse 15 -- In s;?ite of this 
doing right by choice. 

5. Vesee 16 -- Yet. t,hough 
subjects, still free, but not 
free to do evil, but to serve God., 

6. Verse 17 -- Repetition thnt 
in Chr1$tian freedom is service 
of others, Gol~ ·~ country. 

7. Evidence could oe marshallA 
to show thet Christ taught these 
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same basic thinr;s about freedom's 
obl.igatio:is on His follouers. 
III . Apnlication of Scrint~ral, 
teachinP.s for to~a:Y;· 

1. Persecution ~till exitts. 
a. Oli::i Stockwell, brain­

washing, and book ( 11\'/i th God 
i::i Communist China,) . 

b . \'lidespreAd i!l.difference to 
Christie.."l worship, teachings 
end nr~ctice. 

c . Social pressure to do 
certain wrong things. 

d. 11Methodism 1 s Pink Fringe, 11 

Bishop Oxnnm, cor.scientious 
objectors.! 

2. Not completely free to 
govern ~elf or be governless. 

a. For man, presence in Army 
rAveals that. 

b. Taxes, on minority side 
in civic questions (like 
7.0ning), etc., demonstrate 
that. 
3. Yet, a Christian is free , 

in best sens~ of word, in spite 
(or because of) these things. 
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7 
, a. · Even in physical car>tivi ty 

& sl8Very he is free in mind, 
can contribute to others and 
serve God, and mee ts th~ first 

definitiou of freedom. 
(1) Scripture --disciples. 
(2) Stoc~ell. 
(3) Tithing of life-termer. 
(4)Non-christian hptes 

cantors, mprks time, plots 
r release, ~nd certa~nly free 

i~ no sense of the ~ord. 
b. Under above cdmd!tions, 

Chri<:;tian may not h"l.Ve 11 exemp­
tion fron necessity in choico 
and ection11 (2nd. definition of 
11freedom 11

) as to place dd 
me!l.n~r of life, bu. t meets idea. 
of freedom, surely, in attitude 
cho sen by ·l,ich to 11.,e. 

c. At timeg fr~nk:nesq Rnd 
outspokeness is foolish, bu t 
at other times· a necessary 
nert of f ~d th. 
- ( l) Stockwell' s book. 

(2) Earl~r mfl rtyrs punished 
for r~ot signing libelli. 
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.(3) Spea..lc out for justice, 
~honesty in government and 

. ,, society. 
Conclusion: In situati~ns where 
non-Christi~ns are truly slaves, 
serVA.-lts, subdued, Christianity 
offers the greatest degree of 
freedom possible. Not in destru.c­
tivex pleasures or hate (according 
to gor:>d. or bad tir'1es). but in 
~ervice to others 8nd to God. 

Christian freedo~ -~ the firm 
and dee.isive personal choice and 
:practice of Christ 1 s teachings in 
nll of life's situations. 

This is the greetest degree of 
freedom, for it goes beyond any 
si tua.tion and m~es the soul, 
spirit, mind free~ 

0 Live as free men, yet without 
u~g your freedom as a pretext 
for evil; but live as servP-nts 
of God. 
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