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'TI eme: The testin~ oi' faith 

Proposition: Hardship and sufferin~ but serve to test 
faith. 
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I Peter l:6.-9 ( Jeymouth r s ~Jew Testarnen~. 

Exult in the pr·ospect of' this, even 
if now, for a short time, you are co:-3-
nelled to sorrou amid v .rious tr:_a1s. 

T:1ese happen in or:.ier that the 
testinJ of you1"' _ .... ai th -- bei:1g r ore 
precious than that of gold, which 
perishes, };Jut yet is prove:l b:r :'ire 

- may be ::ound to result in ...Jr~ise cJ.nd 
glory a.Tld honour at the reve la ti on 
of Jesus hrist. 

You love Him, though you ha..ve never 
seen Him. In l:im, though a.t )redent 
you do not see Hin, you yet trust, .... n l 
tr~un11)h with ..;ov u::.1sJe....Kd..)le a..T'.ld 

A (./ J .&; 

cro\/ne 1 with zlor~r, while you are 
securin~ as the outcome of ~rour· -"c.i th 
the salvation of your souls. 





• 
• Intro duct ion: 

1. The letter of ~ Peter is one 
de:roted to urging those to \Vhor.:i it is 
~1~tten to stanJ f a st in the Christiai~ 
... aith. 

2. In ?.J.rr .. :ine out this theme, 
t1:e au~ stion =i:s bJ:Qur ht out in the 
first r ew verses qf Hlrr suf::'erin · 
hardshiu.,_.....,xief, hap) en. ..... ' 

3. To this question the Old 
T~st~ent, with some f_ew exceptiono, 
of which the Book of Job io the 
notable one, would give the answer 
that hardship is a punishment for sin. 

4. The Hew Testament ,-ri ter o:::­
.1: Peter here gives ariot.Jier ans·\ver, 
the one for Christians. 

5. 'I'hat answer is our theme her~. 
It is: The e rthly cross tests ~ncl 
uer·fects our faith. 

6. In :follovdng this theme, we will 
(") asi.: three questions: (Jl!ij) Why mus~ :faith 

be tested, (2) row is it tested, and 
( ~) J.10 whut end or for whut purpose 
J.i:J it tested? 

I. ·why must f~ith b§ tested a.nd ~el!:;:­
f ec ted through suff.§ring an.sl_hardship? . 

i. vesus said there is ~o m~ . 
perfect save the Father \~11ch lu in 
heaven. We know, by that and by 
experience, thut 1e won'~ reac~ per­
fection here on earth, either ..!..n 
works or faith. Yet, \1e should con-
tinue to try. 
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2. Xn teaching a~d leading grunes 

~ne ~an't have a conception of how ' 
1 t v11ll work out t:..11 he tries in 
introduc:ting a new O'arne. And repP­
ti tion brinc;s bette;_:: and better ... 
results in directing. Still, no 
r~atter hovv good one becomes, j_Jer~ection 
is never reached. 'Ynere are al\la'rs 
nistakes made, new technigu.es to &I 

master, new garnes to learn. 

3. In this matter of faith in 
Christ as savior, we must recognize 
the need for such a savior. If all 
is constantly well and gool, it is 
easy to come to pride in self as. 
sufficient; easy to forget that this 
good time in which we live atpresent 
must come to an end. 

4. So, hardship, suffering, perse­
cution, .)ereavernent, come and XKt \le 
reco

0
nize our inability of ourselves 

to do a.-riything about it. Th.en we 
look for hel;>, a.~d usually other 
people can 1 t .;ive it. Then there is 

'tjt only God. 

5. One of the most notable preachers 
of the last centurJr in ~n~land relates 
how he left his home in Liverpool one 
day to fill an engagement in the city 
of Glaso·ow. ...:1.S he left the house to 
go to the st.J.tion, the last sif~ht. on 
which is eye rested waa thctt of his 
little daughter held up at the win lou 
in her grandmother's arms •.. d.S ~he., 
carriage drove off, the child wavea 1 

her father a fond and laughine f ..... rewell. 
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Ma..'Yly a ~ir.ae, he said, during the rail­
road tri-o to Glasgo "' thg,t vision of 
his little dauDhter rose u:) before his 
memory and :'illed his heart with joy. 
But he ·,·as never to see her a.;ain . 

The next mornine he was stunned b ,. a 
telegram which told of her sudden death • 
. t first it seemed to him a blou that 
staggered hi.3 f'ai th and crushed his 
hopes, and put out the lamp of his joy. 
But as the years went by and the vision 
of that child waving hir"' fareuell carne 
back -W him, it seeLied that God had 
set her in the window of heaven to 
beckon him upward to his eternal hoL1e . 
"I 1• rould not give that meuory," he sai , 

1 for all the gold of ~arth . I would not 
part ·with tL e inspiration which it 
stirs 'Ni thin me for all the world c oulJ. 
bestow." 

nd so it is that suffering, hardship . 
pain, a.an serve to give us a new vision ' 
and new grip on faith. 

lix 6. We don't know whether or not we 
really do have fai:tli in God through 
ehrist until it has actually been tried. 

II. How is faith teste<}? 

l .. In the time of the writing of 
our cripture, those to whom Ist. 
Peter was ~.rri tten were in da"'lger of 
suffering, probably o~ s~f~e!ing perse­
cution because of their ~a1tn. Hence, 
they needed the advice of th~ letter, 
"Exult in the prospect of L.h1s, even 
l.. f now for a short tine, you are com­

' • 1 II uel.le d to sorrow among v &ou s tr:i.a s. 
·o eymouth). 
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2. These words are sirnilar· to tho oe 
by Jesus which are found in the last 
o:f the Beatitudes: (Weymouth's tra.no.): 
"Blessed are you when they have insult ~d 
and persecuted you, and have said every 
cruel thine; about :rou falsely for my 
SCA. ce . Be joyful and triumphant, for 
great is your reward in lJ.eav ;n . 11 

3. In the Old Testarnent Book o:f 
Joo is a story like . any "we hear tocla.~r. 
Job was a man who tried to obey God and 
honor hiin. \J11en his family, his nro.1)ert 
and his health 1as taken away from him, 
he turned to question vlny these tl1inus 
must be -- ad people who have tried 
:to live righteously sometines do today 
--. Of course,. Job was not aware of 
that part of 11is story with which the 
reader is told that Satan had persu ..... ded 
God to test him through these cala.mi tie°' 

4. Similarly, testing of our faith 
today comes through much the same types 
of thing: persecution because of our 
faith, though in this country <,;;,,t pre sen v 

we haven't had to face that; and 
loss of property,loved ones .J.Dd health. 

III. TQ! wba t end, for what purpose, 
are n2rsecutions and hardship borne' 

l. Our Scripture in verse 7 sa:'"s 
"These ha-n0en in order that tne . ~ . 
testing of your faith, -- oeing.more 
)recious than that of gold, ·1hich 
perishes, yet is proved by fire -­
may be found to result in prdis: and~ 
glory and honour at the revelat1on O.l. 

Jesus Christ. 11 
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• 2. ~ob, who had thought himself 
good and faithful prior to his 
testing, but who in hardship mourned 
and questioned the Lord, was brought 
to see that God \vas strengtheninc-· 
nis faith and must have other Dl~s 
for him: "I know that thou canst do 
all things; and no plan is too 
difficult for thee . 11 (.AmericanTrans.). 

nd in relationshi) t.o his question­
ing and com_ylaingng he said: ''Therefore, 

have deekl.ared Wi.tho understanding, 
thin~s too \londerful for n!e, without 
rTlO '\ ling . I had heard of thee by the 
.1.earinc:; of the ear, but now rJy eye l u.S 
seen thee. Therefore, I retr ct and 
epent, in dust and ashes." 

3. In the above words, J·ob pointed 
:)Ut the trutL that ha.rdshiIJ often cle q,rs 
away the scales ::··ram our eyes so that 

e can for the first time see God. 

4. Hardship also brin~s about a more 
sympat..~etic and understanding attitude 
toward others. 

l"'rom Macartney' s Illus-c.rations, 
p.257): In one of the frontier countrie~ 
a settler' a child was lost in the Hild­
erness, which was still infested by wild 
animals. The father took his rifle, 
and set out to find his child. PresentlJ 
he came to a cabin, and in the woods 
near the cabin he saw prowling leopards. 
He l'"..rn:nv that tllose leopards threatened 
the life of ~---iv children who might live 
in the cabin, but his hea.rt was wild 
with anxiety about his ovm child. 11

\Jhy 
should I ston and shoot tl:1e8e leop c. ... rds 
and save these unknown c1 ildren, when 
my own child is .f onder in t1 e \Jildernesi;:i 
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in peril?" o he started to press on . 
But ~is kindlier feelin~s got the better 
of h11;1, and he stonped and shot the 
leopdrds Jbout the cabin . He then 
entered tl e cabin, and lo , tl1ere was 
his o\,n child! 

The loss of his o;i.vn child had made 
tlis man stop , even in the frenzy of 
the :::'irst shock of loss, to realize 
that other cl ildren mi.)1t too oe in 
da..-riger, a-rid he had acted on this 
understanding. His act brou_,ht him 
happiness, by resto!"ation o!. his own 
child, but d.lso brought him new frien .s 
in those children arounl whooe home 
the leopards had been playing • . 
Conclusion: 

1 . Since Chri.3t gave two great 
commandments as the bas i c sigh of 
Christian faith -- lo~e of God and 
of man -- that which strengthens 
either strengthens faith . 

2 . .~s hardship strengthens both 
faith in OtZ2l::i and love of God as well 
as understa:nding and love of others, 
it therefore strenc:thens :Lai th. 

3 . md so , we i~y know that sufferin..., 
rief and hardship strengthens faith 

of those who 1 a.ve any faith, so tl a.t 
they might say with Pet~r in the \1or ds 
of our 0cripture: "these hap )en that . 
the testing of your faith may result ir_i 
pr i se, glor~ and honor at the reveltJ.tio 
of Jesus Christ. 11 
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