
~te ~itten: Sep~ember 1:3 , 1845 

Scri2ture: l!att: ew lo : 2l- 26 

Te.x. t: I\J at -c,l.1. ew l.u : 26 

Theme: F-0w is your soul'? 

Prono si ti on: "How is vo ur soul" is - -- ... an im_portant question to ~ver-y .LU.nan 
being. 
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, . Scri2ture: 'Mattnew 16: 21-~ 

From tl1at time Iort ... oe5 an Jasus 
to shew unto hie isciplet:;}, J. o rv t d.t 
he must go U.1. .. to Jeruod.lelli, oJld suf1er 
many tJ.1i11gs o ..... · tne elder~ anLL c1J.i 2 

prie:::>to ai:id scrioes, an be killed, 
and oe rai oed at;, ai.c1 t .i.e t.hi.cd day. 

The.n Pet er took hi .... , ar1d oegan -c.o 
re uke him, say1n5, Be it far from 
thee, Lord: trD.s oha.ll not oe u to 
thee. 

But he tu ned, anu oaid unto Petar, 
Get thee o e1J.ind ue, Satan: t1 cu 
sJ.vourest .. ct tL.e t_J.ings th at e oi 
God, out tl...ot;e tuat Je of men. 

Then So.id e.1 eoUS unto hio u.ioCl;>le~, 
If any .ffiaJ:J. WiLl co e after .ue, let 
him a.eny Lir..oel:.., and t..a.K.e UJ! hio 
crot>s, an..:J. :2olio rv me . 

For who,;)oever wil save hli:i liI e· 
shall lo we it: an~ who.oo ever N.LlJ.. 
lose hio li~ e IOr rL.Y San.e ondl ! 11 d 
it. For wnat is a rri~d.!l 1Jro it.eu., if 
he shall ail the Wl o1:e .worl J., Jl· 
l'O se hi a o vvn soul 7 or wh :i"C oh ._Q.l a 
man 5i ve in exch.a.:n~e for hio soul? 

Text: Mat thew 16: 26 

For who oever will save hio liie 
snall lose it: and whosoev8r vill 
lose his Lil e ior my Sa.Ke oHa.11 find 
it. For whu.t is a mar pro '"'i teu, if' 
, e shall gain tiJ.e whole vvor}~, an 
lose his O"\IV11. soul't' or what .oJ.iall a 
man give in excllanc::;e i or lJ.i o soul? 
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~ Introduction: 

i . This is the first definite 
intimatiol'} ciesus make.-;) to his discipleo 
that he will oeem t.o be a Vic t..irn · 
rather thaJ? a Vic~9r - - or if a Victor, 
then only in ~ qui ·ce unusual senoe . 

2 . He h . , in iee , tol the l efore 
that isciple hi.Q would -be a costly 
thin~ (.v1t. IO : 9f. ) , an t ey had al
ready seen him rejected in his own 
village ( 13: 53- 08) , but l1is migu ty 
works and hi.;) afI irr.uatio.1. d abou'l~ J..1.io 
kingdom ho.d ke_;>t alive their hopes 
of worldly power. The recent confes
sio1 o.i.. Peter an i tb appr·oval 0y 
Jesus \Mt.16 : 16 , l 7 ) mu.a -c ~ u.ve greatly 
strengthened those ho es. Perhaps 
he realize~ tnat ·act an eti1red 
to set :..hem ri6 1 .. t . 

3 . MoJ.·e likely , r o \ ev~ ·, he felt 
that t .. e co 1f essio11 .L)rovi ..... e.i au ct_9;i

ropriate b acKgrou11-i 1·or announcin<-> 
what he hiuselJ. l a.u. lo l~ .. mova t_; oe 
tLe truth -- that he 1as, in:iee , the 
Christ, but tie Suffering Cr.tribt 
( I Ba. b3) . 

4 . In at y case , fro l t iis tiine 
Jesus never lets the disciple~ looe 
si~ht of the fact th<:it he i;:) to su11er 
a violent CLe~t .(mt. 17: 9, 1.2, 22 , 23 , etc . ), 
One who until now has been to ·c,Le111 a 
teacl er and wonder- wor ... er e.1..1ueavor1:1 
from henceforth to huve them ~ee in 
hi ! a e eemer -- one fio uot suffer 
to save . 
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... . 5. The solemn '.:~r ........ vf ver es 
24-26 pr.oper.~y follow on Zesus' c::.1noun
cement of hiSJ:" aosion. T e .1.Jaradox 
of 1Lio o rll.t i e .. uot ~ t ... .Le paradox 
of the life of his followero. -- ---

6. Self'-discove~ throuc;.u celf-
urrender -- tnis was tr e law he Ji.aid 

upon tl.ler .. becauoe he ha; himoelf learn
ed its everlastin0 vali :t~. It io 
riot iJnpo >Joi jle to live selfi .;:>hlJ --
but what an impossible ife :;_t ib. 
To give up life io only to lobe a 
iL.owerr·and find a hi~l er. 

7. If men wereecontent to accept 
things as they are, all pro~re~s wou ct 
ce~se, of all kinds. Men are seeki115 
a high_er vvaJ Q__li:i.. e. Many are the 
mistakes made in see.King it. 

a. Some seek tLrough ac uioition 
of wealtb .• 

b. So e seek throu 0 h poviej."'. 
c~ So e see tL ... ou0 h iuentificatior 

of oelf wi tn a hi5ller-~har -man }"O vver. 

8. Jesus in this Jassage poinvs 
out that the highest way, self-uis
covery at its best, is in j;he11we~l
being of the soul. 

9, e wan~ to look at this ve~~e, 
then, to ee if tL e condition of 
the soul..i is of worth to a peroon. 
~is your soul~is x,he gyeatio14 
and the bu.C';den of I)r.a.orws to snoyv: 
t,hdt. it j s an i,n,wort;=Jnt ('1Je;;,tio J to 
.every hum~Jl bein~. 
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I.- Definition of t.1.1e word 11 soul. 11 

.---- -
. 1.. The dictionary definition breaks 

ovm into the 1·011ow1n~ eaninC">D or 
ideas as to the ·soul~ 

a .. The essence, or subs·ta..oce, 
or material that rr. ec u_p life. 

b .. The animating principle, 
or actu ting cause of life. 

c. That somethin6 peculaar to 
the individual. which is mani· eBted 
in thinking, willing and Anowing, 

d. T e immortal aspect of man, 
as held oy most reli 0 iono. 

2 .. How the idea pf the soul differs 
.from tll e idea of jJ_J..§._heart .. 

a .. ~n a previous serrno4, (wr1ttel 
Sept. io, l94o, on Psa~n l9), t e 
heart was uefined as the or0 an in 
wh:ic .. 1 resi "'e the forces of affections 
emu. attitudes. 

b. T1is defi ition corres~onds,to, 
is about the same as, that part of 
the precading def1 ition f the soul 
that ~efers to the so~l as t4e ani a -
ing princi_t->le or actuating cause 
of· lii'e; t .. e heart anci soul..i.both 
seem to be the place, :from which 
comes the in ivia.ua!o ncculiar 
products of thought, will an 
knowledge. 

c. Perhaps the soul and tJ.1e heart 
are the o me; man cannot know. 
But for t.he sake of thin.King more 
easily about himself, with the view 
of hel in5 bimoelf to a higher 1ay 

of life, it is vise to uioti ~uish 
between the two. 
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d. The soul might be defined, 
then, as the sum total oi all tnat 

,_ ..... a_person is in mind, spirit, or 
heart, which is th..e_ :i.Jmnortal ab?llect 
Qf tl; • .e inJivio.u al. 

~. This definition maKes tne soul 
peculiar as possessing immor·tal . life. 
Here there will be no attempt to 
prove t.hat there is imD.iortali ty, 
for t .. e very use of th2 word "soul," 
by this definition, presumes that 
there is iirmortali ty for the indi
vidual. If there i>:J no oelief in 
immortality, t h ere is o soul. 

(1) This i ea of t11e ~oul ao 
the aspeci:, of man that lives on 
after the death O.L t . .1.e .JhY-=>ic a l 
body is the .one most corfo1011 to cill 
of the world's gre at reli~ions. 

f . The soul, again, is the 
:dlmmortal aspect of' a er~o.. • Tl Uo 
it is all that a peruon is that 
lives on after physic cl o.eath. 
It is bound, ·then, to include 
personal characteristic,;) of tr .. e 
in di vidq.al while on earth. If 
this is so, tli.en it is iu.uportant 
that t11e soul h:.i.ve deoirable CiJ.nrac
teristics, 1or-t~~ may dete:cmi11e to 
a lctrge ene11C, the aoul' s place 
after de at~. 

II. What the question "How i ~ your 
soul'1 .... means. 

i. Doeyg.u enAo~~ iivin&i~~. 
a . Im1 y9uudo~not enjoy living 

now,. it. i:s _,.not, ... l:~ely that you will 
want to keep on livin0 after this 
life, if tl.le af'ter-li:fe i;;; a:ny-.-1h~ra 
like this one .. 
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b. If you do not enjoy living 
now, then, i:f you wish for irnmortali ty, 
yourppobably think of it a sometn1ng 
which is entirely stran5 e to you, 
something about which you Know 
notl_i11g. 

c,. But if you do enjoy livil1t; 
now, you don't want to 5ive up t.."'1.is 
life.. Tl..e :C act that you wil..L have 
to die makes it at,tra.ctive an 
natural to hope that after-lii e vill 
be similar., to the happ ine s s ~ no vvn 
in this life. 
Ill. A man dreamed t11at he \,ent tJ 
Hectven an' Wa;:) sl.1.0 \i41 u.roun uy a 
heavenly c:.ui e. He Set• t _e Tree 
of Life wi tJ.1 twelve kilJU.o 01 rui t, 
tbe gol en streetb, beauti~ul 
landscapes everywhere, a lovely 
stream, cJ1d by it, ~1·owin0 a tsrecJ.t 
tree, to whic11, mttc J. to t, J.e eameJ."' 1 s 
surprise, a man wao c .ained uy his 
feet. 

11Wha.t does this 1ean? 11 t.ue urea.mer 
asked tL.e J.J.euvenly ._,uiJe. 

11 0, 11 saiu the t:iUide , "he's froJn 
Bo>:>ton, and he wants to go bo.c.i.<:." 

c.. Those who do not believe in 
inunontail:ilt.y, '"'or ar.e ~uri.certain of it, 
often t· e tne atfl.tt°lde exp.Ce Sed 
by the old saying "Eat, dri 1k, and 
be merry, or tomorrow you may die. 11 

These would say they o enjoy living, 
but their answer io a false one, 1f 
the ... r:-e sul ts of their type of living 
beucomp ared with the resulto of those 
who believe in immortal1 ty an are 
trying to prep m-e for it tl-1ro u._,h 
ric;h teousness. 
Ill.. Heaven and hell J.ewon trated 
oy the difference iu forks . 
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2. Do you fear death? 
Illustration: The falli.OUB mi bol.0.1. .. _r~ , 
Hudsor.L Taylor, set out for hi c ClJ.:i.r1a 
fiel in a saili.u0 Vcooel tha.t J.riJ..-t,ed, 
one udy, periously clo~~ to a can1ibal 
isll.and. Alrecdy the sav~e:s on shore 
were celebrating the expected fect'3t. 

The crew and t11e captain Here 
feartfliD.1 and desperate, o.s the viewed 
almos-t certa.ir.. death. Only Mr. Taylor 
seemed to 1 emaiL calm. 

ttif you eve.i.. pra.: eU. to your God 
pr .3:::1 to Him now for a breath of vvi.nu., 11 

the captain c.hallenceu tl:e wis.5ioj_1 ry-. 
11 1 will, prov iu.eu. ~you oe t your 

sailo to catch the oreeze," Tajp:lor 
replied. 

''And make ~yself' a 1-aughint;. otock? 11 

tbe Captai1'"l ansv1eJ."'ed. 
But a~ the dead caJJn remai.l.led un

broken the i'rantic c1...;p:tain. un:r.urled 
the white sails. 

An hour 1 ater there wao a ATIOCK 

at Taylor·' a stateroom door. 
0 Wl .. o is tLer·e? II 

"You still preyin~ for wind? 11 the 
captain (..luestioned. 

"Yes." 
"Well, you 1 d better stop JJT'a:Y·i.L1es. 

We h._;i_ve more, sir, than we can manage!" 
a. If you fear· death with t.he 

type of :fear that the c~tain and 
crew did, then it io n:)t ,;ell wi tu· 
your ooul. · 

b. If you c~"1 meet tha prospect 
of death unflinc hiH0 l:y a.r1d c aLmly, 
ha.vin6 tru.~t tha.t this l:if e wil.L 
continue, and doin5 v~La"t, you can to 
keeJ! it, Dut trustin6 that if death 
comes, all is well, th en J. t i,;:) ~e 11 
With your oOUl., 
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III. The quection uhow is your soui.r• 
concerns all that a peroon Kno_l§. 

1. It concer11s the afrairs o! t ... io 
life, wLethe:c they are enjoye or not. 

2 .. It concern,:;, aeath. 

Con clu oion: "How i..e._yoUL....§QUl" is 
an i1rr)ortant oueot.iolL to ev.§1.X_lLW11<..1.11 
being. 
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