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Date_written: May 27, 1945 

Scriµture: Matthew 4: 1-~ 

Text: Matthew 4:4 

Theme: The word o.f God as the 
II St a.ff 0 f bi f e • II 

ProDosition: The wori of God is t.e 
"staff of life." 

Places pre ached: 
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Scripture: M"atthew 4: 1-4 

Then was Jesus led up of the 
spirit into the wilderness to oe teJnp­
ted 01' the devil .. 

And v~hen he b. ad fatited forty days 
\-('\o an..i forty nights, he was afterward 

an hl:lngered. 
S ~!........_ And then tne tempter Ccti.'1le to him, 

he said, If thou oe the Son of' God, 
comrr.a"l d that these stones be made 
bread. 

But he answered and said, It 
is written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every vvord that 
proceedeth out of- the mou&h of God. 

Text: Mat thew 4: 4b 

Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of' God. 

Introduction: 
- 1 .. The passage cited by Jesus is 
from Deuteronomy 8:3. 

a. It reminds the Israelit.e~ of 
their hungerin5 in the wilderneo~. 

b .. It points out that. God alone 
can sufficiently sup~ly man'5 needs. 

c. The stress was that ma..11 cannot 
care for himself, that God i~ man's 
only 11 staff of life." 

2 ... The words quoted by Jesus ir1di­
c ate the dii'ferenc e betvveen ordinary, 
earthly life, ar.1 real life as God 
has given to man ool.y. 
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3 . , . 
a. Ordinary, earthly life man 

possesses in common with all other 
living things. The dictionary speaks 
of lif'e in that sense as oeing: 
"the quality which distinc;uishes 
a plant of animal from inorgcinic 
or dead organic matter; especially 
manifestea oy metabolici.rn, grovvth, 
reprojuction, and internal ?Owers 
of adaptation to environment." 

b .. Life peculiar to man is, 
according to the dici:.ionary, 
"conscious existence, conceived as 
a CiU ali ty of the soul or 21,.;:1 the 
soul's nature of being.JI 

3 .. Theoe worlis are to be ta.Ken 
to me.an that the lif'e of man's soul 
can only be sustained, or supported 
as if by a staff, oy Go .i' s word. 

4. The text would•mean, then, that . 
the word of God is the n ataff of li:fe~" 
That is, man's soul-hunger is satisfied 
only by the word of God .. 

I. Wi thou.1.. the vvord of Sod, men con­
tinue disoont.entedly and unhappily 
to struggle through their ear~ y 
existences. 
Examples: 

l .. Hitler 

2. Judas 

3. Struggles for world pe::A.ce at 
ends of World VJar I :.l!hl Worlu. War II. 
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4. In individual life: 
a. Undersired and aisrepected 

by fellow-men if without God. 
b .. Destructive friction with 

fellow$ if without God. 
c.. 'a'~'d.u\O"~'"lno ti ve s if vii thout 

God. \ 

5 .. Man's life without GO-d is really 
only an animal li:re;-:tire the lives 
of other living thingo. 

II. With th~ Word of God, men find 
the challengink, µro 0 reclbive, oati~­
factor su ort for the :lif'e of the 
soul or mind. 

1. Jesus himself lived by the word 
f Go 1. 

2. Paul, also, lived by the worJ. 
f God. IJ~~ 

~rs , w..r hr1P 
.3. An outstanding exampa.e t~ is 

~1artin NiemollecI", who live.d oy the 
rd of God, dll.Gt.O N'!j•S ~.,~ (01'(\t • I .{-l> 

~i ~, L s & ,e~ .. 
4. The individual must live by the 

ord of God. 
a. He gets the re;:)pect of his 

fellows, even though he doe8 not 
seek it, 

b. He is in harmony with man 
and in increasing harmony with God 
when he lives in faith by GoJ.1 s 
word -- the Scriptures, answers to 
prayer, nature lessons and other 
life-lessons. 
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c. His motive ~·S-~~~,t@tit-ei~~~ 
by otle~ro, for it is faith in the 
word of God, from above hL;1 ; r'rom 
within himself. 

6. A true life of the soul is 
available only to man, among creatures 
with \the earth's type of life; ~ro oh If.A.. b> 
me.n ~ " U) rJ1s ") <ocd. ~ h I~ 'K . 

Conclusion: 

1. Without the word 01· God, man is 
as other living tnings. 

2. \ ' itL. the wor of God lif'e 
is availab-le to man -- a soul life 
with God. 

3. The word of' Go is ti1e staff' 
of life, truly the support 01· the 
highest that can be called life. 
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