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= Thankegiving %/

Text: Matthew 13:24-%9

Before entering into & discussion of our text let'e
Piret consider the words of the psalmist in the 100th.

lm which I have already read for our scripture lesson.
g famous veree of praise is certainly one of the most
Midely read and quoted of all the pesalme, probebly ranking
jext to the 23rd. psalm itself. But that which interestes
us most about this psalm today is that it ie a psel m

of Thankegiving.

"Meke & joyful noise unto the Lord, 211 ye lands.
Serve the Lord with gladnees; Come before his presence
with singing. Ynow ye that the Lord, He ie God; It is he
thet hath made us, and we are His; We are Hies people,
end the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gatee with
thenkegiving." Thue the pealmist demands outward expreesion
~ of our thenks to the Lord for &ll hies blesesinge. Not
| only must me be thenkful within ourcselves but we must
", tell otheres asbout it, we must thekk the Lord in preyer,

"we muet praice him in song. Psychologiste tell us theat
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t is dangerous to reprece onee feelinge. If & man repress
: eeurpe—to exprese publicly hie love for God and hie
thankfulness to Him because he is afreid of criticiem
~Afrom hie friends, or ecquaintances , then he is dishonest
+ %o himself ae well ae to others. The feelinge within him %
| thet he must not give expression to those thinge which
" he thanke hesven for csusee him to be grouchy towarde
those he comes in contact with. We all know thet when
we are prevented fr m doing domething we would like to
o that we tend to be unpleessant. And if we don't express
curcselvee there is & danger that we will pe driven ineeane.
Continous worry or continousx joy which one feels thst
he cen not tell to enyone cen easily ocause cne to becoue
unbelanced mentally, or, as we ssy, become insane or go :
crazy. So the pealmist wisely commends s in pealm 100 D
to preise the lord. _
: In the pseeble of the sower which is our text thie
Praorning let ue get the story wedl in mind. It sterts
“ff saying "The kingdom &f heaven 'is likened unto & man
ot gowed good seed in -hie field". So first we will
Lasider whet we have sown during the lest yesr. Then
ﬁng done thet, it is withing the soul of each one of
/ ae tc whether we have reaped that which we heve sown
‘r whether Goéd in Hies greet mercy has given ue more thet
. decerve. So firet, let ue coneifer what we have sown
' which we can teke into esccount the msny bleseings we
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received during the interval since last Thankegiving.
Each of ues has had our work to do dey by day eince
we have been old enough to reason. As we grew from
childhood our load became hesvier everydey. Oh, I can
# gee you eaying to yourselves, "what can that boy know
__about work? He's probably hed things given to him all
£ life". That may be true, but if 4t ie I'm unusually
//Iucky, end it ie certain that life won't pase me by
without giving me my share of hroublee and burdens.
Let'e each of us look within , think back, an’ lets
see just how we have sown, to use the languare of he
parable, in omr work. Meny of us have had no new opportunities
of if we have we didn't recognize them ae such. If we
have not taken the best that our opportunity hee offered
us we deserve whatever failure has come to us. Let me
read & poem entitled"Opportunity" by J.J.Ingalle.

Master of Humen destiniee am I.
Feme, love, and fortune on my footsteps wait,
Citiee and fidlde I walk; I penetrate

}, Deserts and seas remote, and s Passing by

# Hovel, &nd mart, and palace, soon or late
I knoek unbidden, once at every gate!l

w1 sleeping, weke--if feasting, rise befoee

I turn away. It ie the hour of fate,
Ancd they who follow me reach every state
Mortale deeire, and conquer every foe ,
Save death; but those who doubt or hesitate,
Condemned to failure, penury and woe,
Seek me in vain and uselesely implore-
I aneeer not, and I return no more.

If we answered when opportunity knocked and
if we met every obatacle gquarely =nd fairly , bravely
and honestly, the year hae been & succeesful one. If g
our eocial contacts, we tried to be as pleasant and
agreeable as poseible, always had a pleasant word for
qyr neighbore end those we met and yet knew when to
~eey "no"and stick to it, then we have done well in
eocial life. If we have taken part in the activities
g!'gur church, have fupported it as best we could, hsve
carried our goodnese which we are apt to show only on
Sunday into every welk of l1&fe, have carried our problems
to God in prayer, and have tried to lead someone else
to compenionship with Cod through Chriet, then we have
done wetl. I say if we heve done these things then we
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nhave indeed sown well. Of course there have been times
when we have weakened, when we have failed, but &f we
_have honestly tried to do all theee then we have eo'n
as well eas men mey. Be more specific, you eey? Many thinge
¥+ hat are harmless to one pereon may be & great sin to
enother. The old esaying "Let your conzcienee be your
;dd" is good if -- and I won't you to get thie-- if
that conscience youlre guiding by ie Bounded on the
conclusione you have resched through prayer and through
reading the gospel of Christ.
Since we have all sown as best we can let us see
what blessing: we have re8pédsg. At once ve all think
of food, clothing and shelter,,the three essentials of
life. Perhepe we heve sufféred a* times for went of these ,
but I think that for muet of ue here in this building
any such suffering has been meinly of an imaginary nature.
1 deresay that nohe of us has come near starvation, yet
they tell us thet millicne are dggng for lack of food
in other countriec. We have indeed been blessed to léve in
a lend of plenty.
*’ The greatest blessing thet comee to men in this
“Jworld and the only one they can sarry over into the
other world thet followe this ie dove. Love of God through
@hrist, love of kin and friends. The earthly exemple of
God's greet love for us ie the love of parente for their
children. Just se parents, though hating to see their
children suffer let them get out of difficulties into
whibh they heve gotten themselves, €0 God lete us ballle
onr way through this léfe th-t we may be fit for that
eternal life which ies to come, even though it sears Hie
coul when he sees us falling aside from the way we should
go.Love of parents end the love of friendsw-noblest gift
of Cod to man. If we have real friends we heve indeed*been
bleeeed, and somewhere slong the road we have sown well.
e all know the poem "The Homse by the Side of the Roed"
which ende in the words"lLet me live in my house by the gide
of the road and be a fiiend of man". Thenk heaven for
J ‘,_hose who live for that puppose.
(5F And not the least of the blessinge we in thie country
ve received ate the privileges of citizenship in
his, the freest countyy in all the world. Here we have
the fight to worehip in the way that we please, religious
freedom, the thing for which our forefathere fought, that
right which ie beipp gbolished in much of the world today .
| Oure is the only countty in which we have the right to
\ epeek and to write &s Wwe pleaee}hor SR W WIS Whers We
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must work or how we must play. Shouldn't we be willing
to undergos a yeare military treining so thet we can
meet enyone who tries to take these rights ewey from us
with the calm aessurance of David? There ien't mueh
chence thst we will have to fight in a war for = léng
time yet for we are blessed in being fer® removed from
- moet of the warse of the world. Though our government ‘
y make some mistakes, for the men whom we ®lect to
administer our government are only humen, we know the
the principles of humen righte for which We, The Unithd
States of America , stand are those for which Chriest
presched, lived and died. The bleseinge of a free country.
Time is getting short. We have realized that we
are reslly more blessed than we deserved. We may have
sown well but enemies , our own weaknescee and faults,
crept in. Yet , through the kindnees of God, we have
been shle to separate the bleseings from the curses,
the wheat from the tares se in the parsble. We find that
the blesesinge far outweigh the curses end the evile.
We see that this parable which our Lord anc Jesue gave
ue two thousend yeere ago is etill applicable today.
;’AbOVe our errors end mistskes, out of our sine and
« gorrows come blessinge because we have continued to
believe in %% & God who won't let us down. We ehould be
truly thankful.

There wee 8 men who saw God face to face.
His countenence and vestments evermore
Glowed with a light that never shone before,
Saving from him who sew God face to face.
And men, aneer him for a little space,

Were sorely vexed at the unwonted light.
Thoese whom the light did blind rose angrily.
They bore his body to & mountein height

And neiled it to a tree; then went their way;
And he resiéted not nor said them nay,
Because thet he hed seen God fece go feace.

} - There wae a men who saw Life face to face,
And ever aes he walked from dey to day,
‘f’ The deathddse myestery of being lay
Plain es the path he trod in loneliness;

And esph deep-hid inscritéon could he treace;
How men have fought end loved and fought egain;
How in lone darkness souls cried out in pain;
How each green foot PE 894 £PI ses tD ser

Wee red with blood of men elein wantonly;
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Again and ever wached the staine away,
Leaving to Love, &t leet, the victory.
Above the etrife and hate end fever pain,
The squalid talk and welk of men,

He esaw the visdbn changeless as the esters

Thet shown through temple getes or prison bars,
Or to the body nailed upon the tree,

Thoough eech mean action of the 1ife th t 1isg,
The marvel of the life that yet shell be.

1f we see the ¥ision of the life that is to be,

we need ho eerthly blessinge to be thankful for.
The opportunity to prepare for thet life ie enough.
Let ue be truly thankful for thet opportunity.
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