Date written: Aug. 28, 1948
Sources: Abingdon Bible Commentary, p.l1002,

Pulipit Commentary, p. 400.
Revised Standam# Version of The New Testament.

Theme: New truth in new:settings.
Proposition: Truth comstantly demands new settings.

Scripture: Matthew 9:14-17.
Text: Matthew 9:17 —- "New wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.”
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New Testament
‘Matthew 9:14-17

Sermons

Introduction:

1. Circumstenées of the Scripture story.
a. The place or setting of this particular

incident is uncertain. It may have been at the
feast at which the incident of the Pharisees asking
why Jesus ate with pudlicans and sinners took place.
Anyway, it is recorded immediately after that, and
deals with #S¥™who would question Jesus' conduct.

b. This time the disciples of John the Baptist
came to him and inquired of him why he did no%t
fast, together with his disciples, when both they
and the Pharisees did.

c. To comprehend their meaning, we must under-
stend something of the nature of the type of fasting
done in Judaism of the day of Jesus. There were

.2 types of fasting, one of a general nature and
the other of a private nature. The general fasts
were held on designated special days; or in times
of national need, such as in times of drought,
pestidtence, crop failures, etc.; or on days desig-
nated as special dags of mourning for some great
leaders. The private fasts were considered indis-
penseble as marks of piety, and were indulged in
frequently as a form of expiation and mourning for
one's sins., Evidently the fasting of the type
referred to in our Scripture would be one of the
general fasts of a mourning nature, ju@gkimg from
the answer that Jesus gave to his questioners.

d. Jesus replied to the question of why he and
his disctples did not fast in a three-fold answer,
2ll being in parables or allegories.

e. It is the meaning that Jesus had in his
3 replies that we are searching for here.

2. We will seek to ascertain that the truth which
Jesus is trying to set forth is that new truths
demand new settings.

I. New truth is always coming into the world.

1. Critical philosopheds may question whether
such a thing as "new truth" is possible. Perhaps
not, but truth new to an age 1is possible. Truth or
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science may exist, but it is new when it is first
brought to human epprehension. And even old truths
become new when they are revived after being lost

to the world for = while. Moral and religious truth
ie always the seme; as the Scripture puts it, ¥the
gospel is "the same yesterday, today, and forever."

Nevertheless, old truths are new when they are revived
after belngllost to the world for a while. :
Jt(f@ﬁ f ,.)lﬂ»ha”‘r; .NG‘ AR -G £ M‘f?‘ '_(ﬁii{q’,{‘i %‘Mﬁ*" \,w f"“‘#{
fx= 2. One of the eariy Puritan fathers wrote
"The Lord hath yet more light and #ruth
To break forth from his Word."
But whatever bresks forth will only be new to us,
for it will have been existent for ages.

3. Still, the interest of each age lies in the
new truth, scientific, moral, religious, that it may
reaches It is said that so much is now being discovered,
scientific and even biblical facts, that things ten
years old are out of the running. The ancient
Athenians constantly sought for "something new;"
moderns are pretty well swamped with new things.

L, Christ brought new comceptions:

a. Of God as Father.

b. Of Himself as the Son of God manifest among
men and thus givigg them cause for much joy; cause
to forget fasts of mourning. --The bridegroom
among the bridel party means a time of much rejoicing,
but when he is gone, then is the time for fasting,
as Jesus gives the parallel in our Secripture.

c. Of the brotherhood of all mankind.

d. Of the superiority of benevelence and love
over ritual religion.

e. Of the worth of every single individual in
the sight of God.

5. Truth in eny age seems new, when compared
with truth _s known in a previous age.

2. The ‘steam engine would seem strange to
Americans of 150 years agoj yet the principle of
steam power was a then-existent but just not-known
truth.




=

==l ?.,‘,_ écéwlm.gzicé 5lec‘fz0n£c;’1

Y S - 3 I N O R P O R AT ED
A - S'E L BEIRSN-IIE L B CPeE M. M LY BN N kA
IZ‘:—:=' PHONE + SELLERSVILLE 2323
REPLY TO:
L. J. STEVENSON
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE . i ) . PHONE: 134-W

HUNTINGTON, ARKANSAS

‘“CARILLONIC TOWER ‘BELLS"

2
TOWER MUSIC SYSTEMS
®
AUTOMATIC ANGELUS
®

WESTMINSTER STRIKE

AUTOMATIC



14%17

New Testament

Sérnons
Matthew

2

b. The process of printing, first developed with
any success about 400 or 500 years ago, was based
on an idea which could have existedx at any previous
time. The truth or principle just hadn't been
discovered previously.

c. The emphaddson the idea of the love of God
as against the idea of him as an sweful ruler
is expression of a truth that has hlways held, but
is just now beginning to be strongly evident.

6. Thus, though there may be "nothing new under
the sun," for all practical purposes it is true that
truth is always coming into the world.

IT1. New truth is always celling for new settings,

1., The teachers of new truth want to express it
in their own way.

2. This occasions most of the controversies of
our time along religious matters.
a. The conservatiwe does not object to the new
truth, because if it is truth he cannot object to
it. But he wants it expressed in the terms wiritk
with which he is familiar. They want the truths
beihg discovered today, especially in the religous
fidld, dressed in the terms and wgys of the horse
and bugey days whdn gentleman wore wigs and buckles..
b. The liberal, on the otherk hand claims the &L
liberty which Christ was demanding for himself and -
his disciples in this Scripture. 3

3. Christ demanded the liberty to express the .=
new truth he brought as he wished. | LA
a. He gave the idea that new cloth cannot fit/
pgéd garments as a patch, for the new cloth’ will

shrink and pull away from the hole. Even so,

he and his disciples do not fast, for fasting is
among the old ways of expressing mourning for
ones sins. Instead, they rejoice, for they have
found rexmmix forgiveness for their sins, and
fasting is unnecessary.

b. By putting new wine in dried and cracking
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old wines)%?M n take the risk of losing both
the skifd; for ‘new wine fermenting puts a
pressure on the old skin which it cannot siaad.
Even so0, the new teachings and truths which he
brought go beyond and exceed the old truths that
had been existing and known to man previously, and
the 0ld customs are not sufficient for them. Thus
he and his disciples are exempt from the details of
Jewish religious law, such as mournful fasting.

4, In the steps of Jesus, thé modern Christian
teacher demands the right to put his truth in new
settings.,

a. To demand that the process of memorization
be gsed in learning Biblical and Christian truths,
when moddarn knowledge has shown that the better
way is tdcreate life situations in which the
Christian principles may apply, is denying new
setting to new truth, or to new interpretation and
understanding of old truth. The modern teacher
of Christian truth will insist on doing things
according to the most effective way that he knows,
regardless of older methods.

bP. To insist that emotional, newweous, high-
strung revival procedure is the best, most effective
way of bringing peonle to knmow Christ and to jJoin
the church is %o insist on using horse-and-buggy
methods in a gasoline powered age. There may still
be uses for the horse-and-buggy methods, as #he
horse still has some usgs in agriculture, medicine,
etc., but every newggi&ﬁuseful and effective method
now known to bring Christ to people and people to
Christ should be used.The newly-discovered but
0ld and Biblical methak of visitation evangelism
should certainly be used, as well as any and all
other effective mekhods. Radio, magazine and
newspaper advertisimg, all are new settings through
whiéh Christians should present the new truths,
or newly-understood truths of Christ.

¢. To demand that a literal word-for-word
acceptance of the Bible be a religious dogma for
those who are Christians is to demand that people
in a reasoning and scientific age deny the evidence
that those very reasoning abilities presents them.
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Recognizing how meny times the Scriptures must have
been translated before reaching us in our vernacular
should not weaken our understanding and respect
for the truths therein, but bhould help us to
distinguish between recognition of truth and
a litéral interpretation. R_cognizing that each
book of the Bible had a specific purpose to perform
for the people of the time in which it was written,
we should first familiarize ourselves with the
comparison of those times and present times, before
dogmatically declaring that all truths thelein

are for us "as is." In other words, God's plan is
a progressive one, and he expects us to use our
minds to reason oub some of the new truth he con-
stantly makes available. He expects us to interpret
it in terms of today.

Conclusion: As the coming of Jesus brought to the
world a higher order of religion than one of fasts
and rituals, so Jesus is constantly becoming better
khown -- constantly introducing new truths into

the world, as it were ——, and we must interpret and
apply these according to our knowledge and experience
of today. "New wine is put into fresh wineskins,

and so both are preserved," Jesus sajd; and so it

is that if we would preserve the truths he presents
to us, we must put it into the life of today.

New truth constantly demands new gsettings,
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