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a.l t!1 in Prr-yer 

Our Faith in prayer 
di vine attention. 

i ~ thn t sincere -orriv€r to God in C~ 1r i st ' s ncme -· " 

S'."'urcesa ' :'u.l:pi t. Digest , 1949 i s~uo~: of Nov. e~ Dec. 
:-1acar t ney ' s !J.lustrntions, '9J.1. 267-72~ 
11 ':-ur Frd th in Prayer, 11 booklet by Aet i:lodist Ii Advr-moe fo r CJ;;..ri s t 8~ His Church. 11 
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I ntroduc t i on : 

1 . Illu~ti F~ions of nrnyer : 
a.. A c:"i1 l ~rayL for recovery of sick 

:9:-Jrent!:; . 
1) .. A p::irAnt prBYin:i- for so.fejiy of a child 

away or rt w.ar . 
'.; . Sl- i T)Wr~c1:ed men ir:. a 1 ife boat Ht se~. 
d . A Cl·rist i~- ore;ting for tne c;o!lv~rsion 

of eo sinnc1' . 

2 . All of the9e are -·n·eying to God, rind all 
illustrate t::.e i m_iorta:-.ce of pr~er life . 

3. T~:.e ourpose here i s to thi"' .. k about our 
faith 1.n prayer . 

I. ~he N;::i.ture of Pr1-1y:er . 1l"l:e model -or.i:;.~te1· wr- s 
g ive:1 b~.- Jesus i n our Scripture . it containc
at l east 6 11ain are.'"'s ·i th which J?!'~yer ishould 
be concernec'.. 'It ;se ~i ven in 11 0u.r Filth i n Prf'yer'' 
·cooklet are tne ones ·we are :nentioning. 

1 . 11 0nr Father wbic' ~rt in heav~n, . rillo•;ed 
be thy nami!3 . 11 '.Jo 1 1 ~ .!!lor·· fi:·st . T:1: s ii clu~· es 
t i.. , f 1 .. h . . 1 . . .(:' h . .LiaI11· u ness ~ ~r is o essinc;s ~ .:_Jr<~:.. t-" o.i.. ... is 
uowers. 

2 . 11 T1Jy kirl ...... dom come , 'fhy will be donP. ir.. 
er--.rtlit as it is ln l'eeven . 11 Oonn i ttr1(.'.)nt t" ~,.,d ' s 
;ill. Sincere willing~ess to do thRt whic~ \8 
tt ~ n '~ Ha rnulci l'lp~;e . 

3. 110 il-:l ns this ·hy onr· d.ail~r 11re;;id . 11 

·=>eti tio:i :....Q.£ >hysictl reeds . :?ood, clothing, 
sheJ. ter, }- · r l th, r.tedicpl cere . 

Lr . fi_k_-,d. for-iv,, i our debts , ~i.s ,, 0 forgive 
o~u· debtors . 11 p,.. •:_ t ~_on ±'or :r::rr-i.~-Ar:.ess ar.d for 
~bll1tv to for~ivP. Tons: ~oreiveners without 
-- 11~st f 0rg-t ving thot:::e •,rho h~"'te wrongea. us is 
if J.. J" i 1 e . 

5. 11 Avid .. l ead us not ir.. to temptnticm , but 
~ e2.iver us :ro:-:1 e·~til . II Petit ~.on for spir·it~a.: needs . 
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Kr..m"li!:E our o ·n ve~k.t1esses \We fepr to meet 
temptation . Therefore, _9le-- se give aid and 
guard. u~ fro1'.l neetin~ it unnecesserilJ·· ~:::en 
Pe fall into evil, w io.te~ror its nature , let 
us go spf ely throitf'h . 

-:~ 11For thine is the Kingdom, r-i.nd the power, 
r-nd tr.e glory, forever , a,,'nen. 11 Exuression of 
SISS"'i.ance th::it ::-:e cnn do ::lll t ... :~t i~ as1·Pci 

.ond \·?ii do ul rit i~ best . 

7. To t~1is out ine of t!1e nature of pra:·er, 
rs [1",-en · ·: tl''e Lori's Pr~yer, s11rn.ld be added 
one furthqr tl:i~1c; . iie usu:1lly encl our nrt::iyers 
\Ji th tre phr["se "In J:c-us ' r.ame . 11 T.tis I:'lea!ls 
th~t \·re 1)clieve that Fe interceeds in our "behcl.f 
i.··i tl--i .3-od, rir .. cl thrt · ·e must pray in a snir !. t 

. . 1 t H. · . . J. ,.. ' • 1 · ,l. 1 t s1i:1: ~r o .i.r., a cipir " 01 .tlUm1 J.. vj,. , comp_P e 
trust , and of trno sincerity. To nray ithJut 
th~ spirit of ~} ri."'t is useless ; aJ1d like 
tal;dng to F .. JH~rc:;on "but 1·sir-r a l:in.:; r-t.~P. he 
CPJl 1 t l.u."1dersta."1d. 

I I . I1eth"" '-srl of nr:rrer . 

1 . F\1blic. Im]ort:mt because i:-.:1ws ·:::ru:p 
to~et~sr in com,o~ ~~titi0n end revArence . 
~·1t indiv:.d11['] '>'r·o l "ads grrnp publicl-y in 
prciyer rrn1st be c;incere, ['~d. have personal 

• ~ • .i.. -. 1 · ,.. 
SPl.-~vU:u. .... re . 

2 . Priv::-te . 
~. ReQ~lrr ti~es , PS grace at meals , 

beC!.ti..c or morning urayer. 
b . Spontn.neous -inner pr:-t:·er at any time. 

s""""a,-i • .,,r to ""o~ +o f ~ ""'d· ... ·..., J.t'c ...._ -Lu .:r u. ... S " p. r .... eh , '"'TI.Ly l.u 

or .. : ' r mi::.u inste[ld of vocally. 
c. Re,~erent ,:1.ttituic . For som0 this is 

kncelinf'P. Others slr.1ply be .,:_:n _ head o.."ld 
shutti::1 Pyes. Others have no P"'rtict•lar 
outwa._..'~ 3: ~1 ession. Tl- ~t wey wr.ich oost 
11.:'i::r,ests reverence co the irl.O.ividual is the 
in"'1ort1=;n t or ... e • 
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3. Guided u rp;'er. C-uid;·nce can be U£"ed 
for both publ3-c end ;;ri.,.~te .1:)rayer. It doesn 1 t 

.,r ... • .£!' • t .., D"1 •:i vr.e[)l"l woro.-:i.or-vcrct cop~r1n.:r, 0- p~1n ea. l,.nu..es ; 
C""..:t US6 Of tJ::.eso .. elps dc1~~ st:.mulate 01':.es 
tt- "Uf'1t ··· ~ ·1· .. -e ... r .. • ! c. . .i.y """r~t -new ..,,..,d l1if her v--• 4- c..... .L "II \ Vt_..... _.._,,Vt C"""°"'-"' J.4 -' ~- • 

reAc~cs i~ nrAy~r . As person~l s~1~y 3nd 
C'"'91'~ e1 • .... 1· • -r- .... n .. '"" 't +:,.., ~ cc,..,ver~,,t ir:n .A...._ ..._. •-- "" ...;) "" - ._, U.t> .., c..., ._.., -~ i_ 

bet· . .;e0:: fr>~'1dc, a_,.1d lie::'..ps e11rich and en1 argc 
th2t c'):rverso.ti')n, so stud~r n..."ld gaidn.nce for 
us hel1"' "s h: better un.:i'1rst~"', · :'; G')&.. 
- h . ~ i f - . t'h "') . ~ 1 . ~unc g1J.l-.l.'1.ace s ound. Ln .Le ...... :..o e, :.n 
g,uiiJ.es like U.:rner Room, and otlier ='ryee!' ma1mnls ; 
callee tions o.s:- Jr~ers; arid de-';6 tional li J11errvture. 

a . I n his Ccnfessi) ;s .. ~ut:,usti~"' re.Io.tes 
hO'.'' ~e sat 0,1. ".: :or Ror1e from C[lr·thage against 
tbe ur~yers a..~d entre~tics ,f his ~o&ly 
Lto tl-J.c r, whc pas pl'[;lyi nf; ea.rnestly for his 
sBlvetion. AueustinG -leceiYed her wh0 n she 
was wew)i~:· C7£:"' ti i1 by tell ir..r· her thnt he 
w~s mere :r r,oi;"" on bo<:' r d to ::ec a ::.'rie:1d 
wt ... ),,..,,~<:> s:: ilin.: "'er Itnly. When ::i~. r-1o t!1cr 
rr·:'useu to go }'l')me '··ith;""~ b:!.n, he _pr-rsuaclei 
n, .i,..I"\ ., • , .a... • 1 l ~ " er l'\. [>.:•ss v."'"' n:....,.... in a. !.1i1T::)r:.aJ... c 1a"'Je-_1_ 01 
t .~ I!l·').rt:•-r .Jy;;iriF.:.:.. 1\1 ~ "t,,. ...,4J nigh~ d1i}e 
11"~ C" not"'"'-r• H('""' .! r> t•TaS .)"r--ri• n- • .L. • 1 1 - ~ • ... ..... -, • - .. c. L .=. c. _ in title c .. ~rpe. , 
t~er·c~:~c ~cd to ~reve~t ti1 frc~ ~o~r~ , 
.AuP-.'Ustine se t g,q_il . 

Thi <::: der>Prt,_ire of h8r son r:mst hp,ve se~med 
to l~onic:::i r>t the t time the refusPl to f'lPant 
h~r urpyer; yet in the ~rovidenc0 o~ God the 
,journey to I t:=ily '''r>s to be the m~Pns of 
An2'nstine' s conversion . The deninl of the 
nother ' s Ylr e~rer ·w A.s in the en~ .. a ,o:-reP. t 
Answer to her nr;:iyAr for th~ sn.lf'a,tion of her 
gi:Vted son . 

~lH~re we hPve P.. strikinP-: nnd be.?u t iful 
illust1~a ti on of how God s o-r:~times pnswers e 
oryr>r:>r for the sPlVl"tion of a soul , pfter vhPt 

seems, to the one who prays , ~ long delay • 
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b. Wronso.: kind of urpver . On the '1.-tilderness 
journey the ~eo~lg of IsraAl hAd been sPved 

froi:l st~rvation by the mRnn~ whic fell for them 
from he"lven . But they begP.Jl to WePry of it 
2nd lusted for thP fleshpots of Ero-y-ryt, 
sr>yin~: 11Who sh~ll pivex us fli=>sh to P-<::it1 
- - our so11l is c"..ried ai·ray ; tlrnre is nothinr~ 
Pt Pll srive this menna to look u·')on . 11 (~Tum . 
11:4, 6) . The nnswnr of the Lorn_ to this 
comnl8int And inzrPtitude ~·1...,s to give them 
::-s "' .iudgrient th.nt for which they AS :::ed. 
A wind blowin~ in from the sdp, covered the 
E;round r:ibout I srael ' s CPmn \··ith 11u~~ils . 
For ~ ni£ht Rnd two dpys the greedy, flesh
lusting -oeO""'Jle ~athered che Q_U . ...,ils PUd ::te 
them ; but ,.rhile thP fl"3sr ... WPS y8t between 
their teeth God smote:l the -oeo ile with ::=i 

gr0 .,,t plPe;ue . The _plpce wb~re thr-; victif'ls 
of thP ~l~roe were buried Has CRlled the 
GrRves o: Lust . God let th~m hnve the quails 
for which they esked, but with thP-m he ~ent 
the ··11Aroe . In Ps. 106 :15 the 1Js~1mist 
ex'Jresses it thus : "He C''Ve them the dAsire 
of thGi:." l1ea.rts, but sent l~,qnness into 
their soul. 11 

c . Or , pgpin, nrayer is ::mswered in 
etP-rni ty where he.,,l th PJld life and happir..ess 
everlasting come . 

d . The hiph cost of n:r~yer . 11 I W?nt you 
to c:rncnd 15 minutes every dP.y ~)ra~ring for 
for!?ign :riissio::1.s , 11 sPi<' the pci,stor to some 
younr; pA01Jle in his conP~eeation . 11:3ut 
bet-.r:=ird how you nr.r.:i.y; I warn you thP..t it is 
a ver~r costly exn8rienc8 . 11 

11 costlv? 11 they psJ•prl in sur-orise . .,. c.. ... 

11Yes , Costly , 11 he SP id . 11'\Then C~rey beg::;,n 
to orpy for the conversion of the world , it 
cost hif'l himself ; Plld it cost those who 
nreyP.cl with hif'l very :r;ri..ich. Praincrd prnyed 
for the d:::irk-s~rin.nE>d SF!VPP-.:e s , a..lld after 
two yAr-i,rs of work it cost hi,.,, his lifA . :Be 
sure it is ~ d~ngerous thin~ to 'Jrpy i~ 
eP.rnest for this work; you 1·.rill find thet 
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you CA11not pray and wi thold ;rour labor , or 
prP-y and wi thold your money ; mQt th<=1.t your 
life will no lonr;er be your own uhen your 
pr~yers bAgin to be Pnswer~d . 

2. Prpyer is P me11.-~s of hel~ in dPnger . 
There was once ? P.odless sePTIP11 ".vho w~.s in 
p boBt fishing with his comn::inions ·when a 
::;torT'1 CPm~ UT) which thre"tened to sink the 
s.ri J.._:1 . His comr.>...,nions bep-f;ed bin to o::'fer P. 

"'1r::iyPr ; but he demurren_ , sp~?'in~ it wri s ~rr~~rs 
sine~ he h~d nrAynd 0r entered P church. Put 
finf'lly , u~on their insistencP., he m0de this 
nr?y~r : 11 0 Lorn, I hpVP. not Pskcd you for any
thin~ for fifteen yeRrs , Rnd if you deliver us 
out of this storm pn.0 brinf! us s..,fe to lP.nd 
Pf!P in, I -'J!'Omi se th.".>t I ,,.:ill not bother you 
cit;? in for ~mother fifteen yenrs ! 11 

There is no doubt thr>t many of those who 
nrpy <='P.rnestly in time of r.reet distress , 
!'>fterward , ~·rhP.n the <jtorm is over rind thP. dr->nt;8r 
is n...,st, forFPt God . But th~t in no WBY 
invr-ili<1?tes the f~...,ct tlJ.::>t :n thr.iir distress and 
d?nger they reali·rnd thpt thPre WAS ;:i umver 
hig.bf>r tI.:::in thei'lselves, P.nd turned to thn.t 
no·wer in earnest sunplic::ition • 

...:.. 3. Pr?;rP.r "'ivos bel"'J in evP.ry_dpy life . 
A boy WPS l8arning to· ride ~ bicycle . He uoulcl 
loo}r Pt his feet to see hm·r the(' were g8tting 
2lonP. , ~nd e,.,ch tir1e he <lid so he met disaster . 
lie w:~ s tolcl to look u-p , uicJ: pn object \:rnll.X 
alle::;d of hir!l, and keeT) his eyes fiiimd on thpt . 
As long ?S he dfuEl.E tha t , he got along fine , 
but 2s soon es he looJred down Fif;r>in hA Wr:1S 
in trouble . 

I f i:e keen our e~es fixed on God, 3:e \Till 
sur~ly direc t our feet . And the best netl1od 
of keeping them on God i s through constP.nt 
us0 of urayer . 

4. Pra:vf!r pr ings a gift of strength in 
life ' s -worst . A r.ledical r.li ssionr->ry ca0tured 
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..... . ./by be:1ndi ts in Ch in.~,, ·w::>.s informed thP t he was to 
be shot cit a spo t ten minutes 1 dis ktnce awey. He 
tells how h terrible ferir and helplessness 
came over him 11.t the thought of such a death 
so far away from h is na tive country, from his 
friends And his f~mily. But he hPd streng th 
enoui§"h to prey, This w2s h is :pn~y8r: 11My Lord 
God , heve nercy on me , Pnd ~ive me str-ength 

.::. fo thi s trial. Trike a1,r2y P11 fear, c:ind if I 
hove to d.ie, let me die like c- mnn. 11 I nstomtly , 
he s2id, his terrible ferr be~~n to dise~~A?r • 

. ?y the time he had repched the gorge wr ... ere he 
uas to be sh~ perf~ctly cr>lm c.md 
unpfrRid . At the 1a.st ·moment , however , the 
bam:lits relented_ end his life wr-s su2red. 
In the deys which fallowed, full of drmger 
8llC1 suffering, t'...e memory of this e:1<'Jerience 

- ,.'P.S cherished more Plld riore . flJ.iiy m.rn will ha.d 
failed in t he most cri t ice.l moment of my life . 
But the kno'\-.rledge th~t I c ould denend on P~ 
"'.)ow·er ie:rerter t h.·'n T'lv m.,,rn, one th:=-.t hPd not - . 
fniled me in th"'t crisis, susta.ined me in a. 

-

1-·ro1vlerful WAY to t he very Pnd of my Cp."'1tivi ty. 
What in.p;rRti tucle it would be in m.e not to n roclaim 
this "'10\·.rer. 11 ..., 

5. There are othPr ::in~r.rnrs to nrc:iyer. 
There are myriand.s of ex'JArience s of nfa~ring 
ueoule to verify t be$e velues. 

Conclusion: ... i\13.. of this lefld .. s to the conclusion 
the:>t our f .".:d th in "'.)rPyer is vmll- f ounded, the 
£pith that holds th~t sincere nr~ver t o God in 
Chriqt 1s npme rAceives divinq Pttention , 
and brhgs benej'i ts which would otherw; se be 
uno btp,ina.ble. 
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