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Matthew 5: 1~123

And seeing the multitudes, Le went
up into a mountain: and when he
was set, his disciples came unto him:

And he opened his mouth, and
taught them, saying,

Blessed are the poor in oylfit
for their's is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are they that mourns
for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek: for they
shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after rl-ht ousness, for
they shall be filled.

Blessed are the merciful; for
they shall obtain mercy.

Blessed ane the puwre in heard;
for they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers; for
they shall bDe called the children
of God.

Blessed are they which are perse-
cuted for righteousness sake: for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are ye, wlen men shall xax
revile you, and persecute you, and
shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake.

Rejdice, and be exceeding glad;
for great is your reward in heaven;
for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you. b
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Sermons
New Test:
Matthew S5:1-1

Introduction:

1. The sermon on the Mount opens
with the moving lyrical strains of
the beatitudes.

2. These strains have inspired
the hearts of multitudes through
the ages.

3. This inspiration is a sure
81;n that the Beatitudes ape original

nd genuine thought and words of
Christ.

4. Meaning of the word blessed,
which seems to be the key word to
the passage.

a. oome modern translators pre-
fer the word "happy."

b. The Semitic, or Jewish word,
which is here translated "blessed"
does convey more the idea of happi-
ness; 1t suggests success or pros-
perity, and is a formula ©f con-
gratulation which means "QOh the
l’qul’JlneDo a8x."

¢c. To Greek-speaking Christians,
who 1dter translated this passage
into the earliest New-Teasameng
maﬁuscript of which we know,

he word translated "blessed" had

a deep religious meaning, especially
when they used it to describpe
outatanding Christians, such as
martyrs.

d."Blessed" we will here take
to mean "happy" in a special, deep,
and lasting manner.,
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5. The Beatitudes progress from
the lower of desirable and necessary
Christian traits to the higher omnes.

6. The Beatitudes describe the
ideal €Gh¥Pistian man.

I. Blessed are the poor in Spirit.

1. Moffat translates it "who feel
poor in srit."

2. To understand aright the type
of character represented by this
phrase we must remember that the
term "poor" in the 0.T. was freguently
applied to those men and women who,
often wanting in worldly goods and
persecuted for their loyalty to Gody
still remained stanch and true.

a. Such men had learend to place
¢confidence In God as the only true
source of strength.

(1) There were such people
in the days of Jesus, often dis-
dained and despised by the offi-
cial classes.

(2) Paul admiradply described
the poor ipn spirit In ET Cor.
©6:10 where we read "a pauper, yet
a means of Dlessing to many;
without a penny, yet possessing
all things."

3. Kingdom of heaven as the reward
for the poor in spirit. Matthew
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pkefers to use "kingdom of heaven”
rather than "kingdom of God" because
Jews do not like to use the sacred name
of God often.
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a. The term "realm" or'sove-
reignty" is better than kingdom,
because it implies 2ll the world,
not Jjust a locality.

b. The poor in spirit are the
people whom God desires as his
subjects and loyal followers;
through such men e will manifest
his authority and extend his power
in the world.

4, The follower zfter Jesus would
live in the Kingdom of heaven, and,
according to these words of Jesus,
to do so must first be poor in spirit.

II. Blessed are they that mourn.

1. Some claim that she word include;
the thought of loud lament, such as
is common in Oriental lands.

a. This lays too much stress
on the exgermal sighs of grief.

b. The beatitutde could be para-
phrased in these words, "Oh the
happiness of those who are pecu-
liarly sensitive to sin in them-
selves and in society, and who
feel deeply all the distress caused
by the greed and covetousness,
the selfish ambitions and the
cruelity of men.,"

2. Comfort of the mourners.
The N.T. lgys special emphasis on
the ministry ol comiort.
a. The Greek word translated
"comfort" literally means "to call
to the side of."
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(1) Jesus comforts men Oy

bringing them to lhe presence

of God, Liroug 'h his gosped,

This God is a God of compassion
ani a friend= of sinners, and his
kingdom one whese foundations are
justice and truth, and whose
1nhjb1tanto are 1mmort~l.

3. Christians want to enter the
presence of God, to live in that
kingdom, and, according Uo Christ's
words, musp,mourn in the sense here
given.

ITI. Blessed are the meek.

1. The word "gentlg" conveys
much better the mdea underlying
the Greek word here translated "meek.'
a. It does not, however, bring
out the thought which is present
in the 0.T. idea of meekness, of
reverence and humility before God.

2. Inh@éritance of the earth, the
reward of the meek.
a. This expeession, "inherit the
earth," is symbolic for the good
things which were to come with
the Messianich kingdom.
b. Here it conveys the daring
thought of the master that the
world will be ultimately peopled by
men and women who exemplify his
Spirit in ther lives.
(1) The possession of the earth
by any other spirit leads To war,
hate, and oppression.
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3. The Christian desires God's
mercy, and must, according to tUlese
wods of Jesus, first exhionit it.

VI. Blessed are the pure in heart.

1. Meaning ol the term RKEXREX
"purity in heart."
a. Heart means the whole, cons-
cious self.
b. Purity includes the ideas of
integrity, singleness ol purpose,
the absence of low =zims.

2. To such a person is given
Heaven's richest reward - the capa-
¢ity to see God wiereve he reveals
himself.

3. As Christians desire to see God,
so they must practice purity in heart,
if the words of Christ are wo pe
practiced.

VII. Blessed are the Peacemakers.

l. This beatitude is placed last
because the qualitives descrived in
the preceding six are the essential
prerequisites of a peacemaker.

2. Its presence in the list shows
the importance @Ghrist placed on the
ideads of peace.

a. He is pre-eminently God's
ambassador of reconciliagtion among
men,

3. The establishing of good will
and harmony in home and in church,
in community and in international
relations cals for peace makers -
men who can organize and carry into
practice the ideals which they hold.
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IV, ZRlessed are they which do hunger
and thirst after righteousness.

1. The expression "hunger and Thirst
implies an intense spiritual longing
for Godliness.

2., The word translated "sighteous-
ness" has something of the 0.T.
meaningimg of the pervading of 1life
by the principles of eqguity and
humanity.

V. Blessed are the merciiul.

l. The merciful are the men and
women who banish all feelings of
revenge and illx will out ol their
hearts and who seek to cultivate an
attitde of love and sympathy toward
all mankind, especially toward the
disfranchised and dispossed.

Z. Dome coltrasts betwean world
attitudes toward mercy and that of
< esus.

a. To Aristotle the emotion of
pity was a troublesome ne, and the
function ol tragedy, he said, was
to evoke pity so that an outlet
might be fond for the perilous
stuff. To Jesus, on the contrary,
it is divinely beneficial emotion
which must be harnessed to practical
and redemptye actions.

b. Buddha sought to excape
from misery and wretchedness. Jesus
enters the haunts of wretchedness and
woe to grapple with them and alleviate
the sufferings of those who are thelr
victims.
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4, To such is given opeln access

o £
to the glorious privileges of sonship
in the blameless family of God.

5. To be in the family of God, is
the desire ol Christimns. S0 they
must strive to De peace makers.

a. S0 many who call themselves
Christians are anything but peace-
makers.

VIII. Verses 10-12 show that Jesus
may have angicipated the perscecution
of his followers; Ifor he would well
know that the man who in & pagan,
worldly, materialistic society incor-
porated in his life the graces of

the beatitudes would surely have to
face scbim, obloquy, and severe
persecution.

le Yet, the promise of heavenly
reward should be enough to make
unsought for, but not avoided,
persecution a thing Jjoicoudly received

2. Christians should long for that
reward of heaven.

Conclusions: Thus, all the things
for which they who follow Christ
should long can be phiained through
practice of the Beatitudes. The
Beatitudes describe, that is, the
ideal Christian.
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