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Scripture: Matthew 27:42% 45-50

Sermon: fDarkness all over the Land®

Text: Matthew 27:45 == "Now from the
sixth hour there was darkness all over
@the land until the ninth hour.*®

Propesition: The peried of darkness

during three of the hours that Jesus
.hung upon the cross symbelizes that

mankind is in darkness without Jesus,

but that the light of his presence

can come again into the werld as faith

in Ged and the resurrectien come about.

Date written: April 5, 1971.

Dates and places used:
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Introductien:

- l. A mother was talking to her
married daughter on the telephone, and
said, ®Dear, would you let us leave
your children with you and Bill tonight
Dad and I are invited out for the
evening."

(Quote, 4-4-71)

Such a story may be thought of as
funny because it presents a situation
hich is different fmm the normal type
situation in which a couple may oc-
casionally ask the parents of one of
them to care for the children when the
couple wishes to go out for an evening.

2. The Scripture that we are using
teday, on Maundy Thursday, to prompt
our thinking is usually used on Good

.Friday. But Since we do not have ser-
vicesiiiiggégion that day, and since
the Scriptural events are a direct re-
sult of what happened en the first

@'aundy Thursday, we're making usage of
this passage here. Not teo do so once
in a while is to ignore it, amd it is
importantsﬁﬁi fpold kg, Wren M

@. The Scrioture points to the world's
actual and/er symbolic darkness with-
out Jesus.
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- 1, Jhessyhbedism—es Parkness is in
quite a pat of the accounts of Jesus' ,
azrrezzt last few days. SS
meal which became the la%? up égnﬂ “H““
possibly was an evening event, since

ost of the people invelved in it were
working men. The time of agony and
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemnae that
followed the Last Supper was at nighty
<4t was there at abeut midnight that
Judas placed the betrayal kiss on Jesus
and so caused his arrest. Most of the
trial befere the priests and Pllate
happened at night or very early in the
morning. We are not sure at just what
time Jesus was crucified. Mark—seaas

4% indicéte¢a time which would corre-

spond to eur 9 a.m., while the other
ospels say it in unclear ways which
seem to indicate Bk about noon. All
of the gespels report that from the
sixth to the ninth hours ef the day,
or from neon to 3 p.m. as we count the

@ ours of the day, there was darkness
on the day that Jesus hung upon the
cross., Luke says W "while the sun's
light failed," sadtmany have taken him

o mean an eclipse. However, astpo-
nomic studies seem to prove that there
could not have been an eclipse at that
time. The darkness was from some other
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ause, Explain it as you will: 1
can't., #®-{t was unusually, abnormallj
black, enough to be called dark, during
%ﬁ@ﬁ hours Jesus was on the cross.

A ﬁ%@b ewhB Y%eddrded the events were

@:lose to people who were there, if they
themselves were not, and they were mg
convinced. Darkness was just fading
away inte dawn on the first Easter when

.*he women found the empty tomb and en-
countered Jesus iqﬂﬁgg %ugial garden.
Darkness is indeed"\ ' Yated, actually
and symbelically, with the man-inflic#-
ed sufferings of Jesus during the first
Holy Week.

2. We could spend a lot of time
illustrating that darkness of the soul,
ack of illumination as te meaning and
purpese in life, the blackness of man's

cruelty and inkumanity te other meng
dnd other human experiences which can
be called dark emes happen when Christ
s not in the picture of events. Raul

the<apgstle-before he became an apostle
was sure he was right in persecuting
the christians. He was blinded and

.xperienced a real loss of physical
and spiritual sight, om-eerteiniw, un-
til he accepted Christ's purpose for
his life. -
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LISE 15 VERY Dptoe UR/SK
Many a persen since has feund thatA?ﬂ&¥
he accepted Christ,hes-—-he—found

~m83Ringy<or_Tight, in life.
I1I. Jestst-werds of faith and worship

@during the crucifixion demenstrate his
ability te bring the light ef God inte

the darkest situation.

- 1. Our Scripture tells us that
while Jesus was hanging en the Cross,
about the ninth hour, or about 3 in the
afternoon, he cried out, “Eli, EIi,
la'ma sabach=tha'ni?" that is, "My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"
This sounds as if he was completely des-

paring and giving upebe—faith. du

fazk, \We don't know what he mean . Q?!t
@here is gewe evidence to thin%§'1§ﬁ\é"ﬁ\he
at very

WS stepomgly affirming his %a‘sting
of ssgemingk hopelessness. Why do

faith in Ged the Father®s’
LN -
we say this?

-

2. The § d Psalm gggég with ex-
actly thode" 2ame’wordsy fiﬁgﬁ; my Goc
why hast thoy forsaken me?" This Psalm

was for cen&cﬁg%%g eat help to the
ews in their time's' of trouble, said by
th?m.to éxpress their faith. They mem-
orized it much as we do the 23rd, Psalm,
4
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and it more often. Let me read.
"gigf%gfqt;. ; 4
My Gody my God, why hast thou for-

saken me?
Why art thou so far from helping me,
- from the words of my groaning?

O my Gedy I cry by day, but thou dos
not answer;
and by night, but find no rest.

Yet thou art holy,
enthrened on the praises of Israel.
In thee our fathers trusted;
they trusted, and thou didst deli=-
ver them.
In thee they cried, and were saved;
in thee they trusted, and were not
disappointed.

But I am a worm, and ne man;
scorned by men, and despised by
the people.
All who see me mock at me,
- they make mouths at me, they wag
their heads/atnmx
"He committed his cause to the
Lord, let him deliveripim,
() let him rescue him, for he delights
in himl"

Yet thou art he who took me from
- the wombs; i
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thou didst keep me safe upon my
mother's breasts.

Upon thee was 1 cast from my birth,
and since my mother bore me thou
hast been my Ged.

Be not far from me,
for trouble is near
and there is none to help.
(VS. l-ll )

I am poured out like water,

and all my bones are out of joint;
my heart is like wax,

it is meléed within my breast;
my strength is dried up like a pobs-

herd,

and my tongue cleaves to my jaws;
thou domt lay me in the dust of deatt

(vsel4-15)

But thouy, O Lofd, be not far off!
O theu my help, hasten to my aid!

RekxwmxxmyxsaukxExamxkhexgwaxdyx

xxmyxkkfexfxomxkhexpaxexxak(vs.19)

I will tell of thy name to my breth-
rens
in the midst of the congregation
I will praise thees;
You whe fear the Lord, praise him!
all you sons of Jaceb, glorify
him,
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and stand in awe of him, all you
sons of Israel!
For he has not despised or abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted;
and he has not hid his face from
him,
but has heard,when he cried to him.

From thee comes my praise in the
great congregatiens

my vows I will pay before those who
fear him,

The afflicted shall eat and be sat-
isfied; those who seek him shall
praise the Lord!

May four hearts live for ever!

All the ends of the earth shall re-
member
and turn to the Lerd;
and all the families of the nations
shall worship before him.
For deminion belongs te the Lord,
and he rules over the nations.

Yea, to him shall all the proud of
the earth bowWwy down;
before him shall bow all who go down
to the dust,
and he who cannot keep himself
alive.
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Posterity shall serve him;
men shall tell of the Lord to the
ceming generatioen,
and proclaim his deliverance to a
people yet unbern,
that he has wrongmits i/
VSe22-31)

AR (s
Some who stood byplthought Jesus
had called out "EllJah, Elijah,"
the“‘\\a ecr'ft p phetn whom pious Jews
believed was their uer in time
of need. -<Ewi JesugﬁQgg éégk, and
may not have spoken distinctly. The
start of this ¥ 22nd Psalm would
have sounded about the same. We
really den't know what he was saying,
but it is mame reasonable to think
th §.was turnlng to the ingrained
S af p%es faith = in Ged
t“mesgof greatest trouble.
1f he was, as is reasenable and
probable, then we can say that Jesus'
words eof faith and wership,-as—dm
the=Pealam, even during the crucifix-
iong demonstrated his ability to see
the light of God in the darkest
situatien,

I1I. To fellow Jesus by placing
OUR faith in smcwezghblaging God in
=4
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PS the darkest situations is bo bring
light of countemance #b lightness
of heart, and understanding into
the trials of our lives.

- l. Many a Christian has died
for his version of the faith. In
England in l557%rin the twon of
Lewes in SussexoMtéd’ a#¥kamkax per-

@ sons were burned te death because
they would not accept the authority
of the Rumkwxiwkxkadkad-_Pope but held
to thd‘right to searcéﬁ od in their
own manner, from the Scriptures.

One of these was a Reve. Mr., John
Hullier., His burning im described
in "Fox"s Bokk of Martyrs, published
over 125 years ago. It teld¥s how

-« this man was bound with a chain,

-~ placed in a pitch barrkb,\Tire built
around the parrel. The fire was
carried by the wind first to his
back, but he prayed harder than be-

@ fore. His friends had the execution
er redirect the fire to his face, to

@¢ him &e agony quicker. Some
books were thrown inte the fire with

& himy, and he caught one of them,a

-pmewper- book with the Communion Ser-
vice in it. He -semipinuwed=be read
this until he could no longer see
because of the fire and smoke. Theg
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it says, "even in earnest prayer,

he pressed the book te his heart,
thanking God for bewtgeing on him

in his last moments this precious
gift. The day being hot, the fire
burnt fiercely; and at a time when
the spectators supposed he was no
more, he suddenty exclaimed, “Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit!  And meek:
ly resigned his life., "

People have died for their Chris-
tian faith, in the example of their
Lord, by the thousands, or hundreds
of thousands, as did John Huhigex

2, You and I prebably will not
be under such persecution for our
faithy, tho it is possbble that we
could bes The things that depress
us and make us complain usually are

@aeddy- minor. Hewewer, when they

are serious ones of suffering,
bereavement or failure, the person
who can feel that Christ is still
with him, representing God the
Father, has a light of countenance
and a relief and lightness of heart
which is available in no other way.
I've seen it experienced by many
people.
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Cenclusion:

The absence of this type of
assurance and faith is derkness in-
deed. A country, an area, a people

w1thout faith in ’?ristJNQLnnzsknaw
1s' condition that
might well be descrlbed as "darknames
all ever the land,"
NTTAING
2. That 150 m{?\s ;;g;t o‘f”m
the cruclflxloﬁ'story tells us,
when we read about the three hours
of darkness that came about while
Jesus was on the cross,.

3. The period of darkness during
those three hours symbolizes that
mankind is in darkness without Jesus
but that the light of his presence
again can come into the wodd as fait
gn God and the resurréctiontis ex=
Darkness may be over the
land, but it need not® be in you.
Have faith in Gode. Take the name
of Jesus with you.
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