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.cripturo: }Iatthew 26:6-13 

Sorrnon Ti tl~ : 
for Josu5 

A Beautiful Thing 

.T~xt: Matthew 26 :lOb & 13: "For she 

has done a beautiful thing to me . 11 
- -

" ••• wherever this gospel is preached 
in the whole world·, what she hae done 

. will be told in memory of her . 11 

Propositi on : It is important for an 
indivi dual (you) to give of hi~solf 
and his possessions to Jcsu~, to do 
a beautiful thing for Jesus , for in 
so doins arc built permanent personal 
values , as W6ll as some values for 
mankind (soci oty) as a whole . 

• nat~s written: October 25-29 , 1971. 

Datos and Places ~IXi.KDC used ; 

e ~.---r~...vo fl<lli If/ ,c~ ·-Nd v~ t01f7 I 
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Matthew 26:6-13 1 

e :rntroduction: 
1 . Back during T,forld war I German 

~ubmarines , or U Boat~ , were mutilatinf! 
Allied shipping. The homorist Will 

. Rogers suggested getting rid of the U 
Boats by heating the ocean te 212 de
gr~es . Thon a5 the boats surfaced , 
b:::ttleships could pick them off . SoPie
one askod him how he intended to heat 

e thc ocean. "That's a detail , 11 Rogers 
quipped , "and I don • t deal in details . 
I only establish policy . " 

(Quote , Oct . 10 , 1971) 
Tho Scripture which we read today 

establishes some pretty good policy 
-·~ for those who would bo good 
Christians . -at ~efore we look at it , 
we perhaps ought to know something of • I . The details of the Scrippure and 
its background . 

• i.. This parti cular incident that 
i~ related in today ' s Scripture , the 
story of the worn9..n who annointed Jesu~ 
with expon:sive ointment , or nard , is 
found in all four gospels , but the 

e aetail5 are a bit difforent . 
a . In !Jl"ia.tthoi:·1 and Mark the 

woman mado her costly gest?ur e of 
love to Jesus durin~ his la~t week 
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• on earth , ~ just~ the Pass
o~r feast which Josus had'With his 
disciplas , which turned out to be 
"The Last Supper , 11 or the beo-innino-o 0 of the Holy Communion. In Luke , 1 

• the account in presented aB happen
ing fairly early in his mini5try , 
and is presen ted with other 5tories 
and accounts of his teachings and I 

• parables . In John the woman bring5 I 
her oxtraordina!.:ily nice gift to 
Jesus just b,ofore he ~ent :C!:?m I 
Bethany into Jerusalem to begin the 
rastW'eek of his life. These dif
forence5 of timing as presented by 
the gospel ·writers are not irnportan 
but they do illustra ce a~ain th.at 
you mu5t be careful not te claim 

• that "every worll"' of the Bible is 
nccurate when avery word wnsn't 
meant to bo so . The main point , the 
teaching in each case , is the im-

~pertant thing . 
• b . Another difference which 

~hows up in t he gospel~ ~ uuee _.,h.QVJ 
the annointing was aone . Our Scrip
ture of today has the woman pouring 

• riaxponsive ointment" "on his head 
as ho sat at table . " ""·lark tells it 
this way too , but calls the substanc• 
"pure na.rd" , which is what John also 
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eall~i:i: it. Nard i~ short for 
spik~nard. which is n bearded grass 
that grows in India from which a 
fragrant oil %Xx is extr cted, that 
is ver-J expensive. All th~ gospol 
tff~~1g except John have the r-roman 
~JD!!rf~gthe perfumed substance ~ 
in an alabaster flask. Alabaster 
was and is an expensive substance, 
which further emphasizes the cost 
and value of the act. Hark present~ 
her as breaking the jar, but the 
others have her simply pouring the 
ointment. ii:maa: Luke anrl John have 
the woman annointing Jesus' feet, 
not his head , and washing them with 
Iler tears and wiping them with her 
hair. Cilnd Mark 

c. In Matthe!:!fit is simply4a 
womf.nk:yho came to do this thing. 
In tiik it is a "woman who X.xxx 
was a sinner, 11 while in John it was 
Mary., the 81.ster of Lazarus whom 
Jesu~ had raised from the dead. 
All of the Gospel writers~ 
XXDisle have the woman doing this 

thing simply because they loved 

i~~u~o~g~n~a~~~ ~~uguth~~kihedds 
11woman who was a sinner" now hns 
her sins forgiven. 
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th~i\r~~~r~Qiil~ ~~--
expensi ve ointiment could have been 
sold and the proceeds ~iven to the 
poor. John alone of thoso three 
has Judas saying this , and tel ls tha 
Judas didn 1 t really er.re about the 
poor because he1ns a thief , the 
insinuation being that he would have 
been able to steal the money if this 
ha,cl been ~one . Luko ...-P~ pre.sonts 
tho gift as l?rought by the woman who 
was a .sinner.,\'\~lone makes the point 
t'iat her ~ift · t-Jas so gr eat because 
her for given s i n was so great, ~nd 
that she had givon much qecause she 
l eved much. 

e . There ar e some other differ
ences too , but thesv are the most 
easily noted ones . All of the gos
pels C"rry t1ie idea ~ .. r=1=n:i;:_ thnt 
this oxpensivcly beautiful gesture 
by a woman to s1iow her l ove to Jesu! 
was a ·rood and beautiful thing , 

~ ~c 
to be commended ; not condemneci. 

2 . You might rai.sc the questi on tha 
f ther e arc these diff ercnces i n the 

story presentation in the v: r i ous gos
pels , perhaps they relate different e
ventst . and arc not all various 1vay.s of 
retel ing the same event . That i s a pos . 
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~ibility , of course, but not considered 
serimusly by any fUll-timo informed 
Bible scholars of whom I am aware . 
liVhcthcr all four gospel writers,~ 
todliKgPCoach in his own peculiar way 
and according to the variations of his 
memory , aro telling the same story or 
not, the point is the same. xmt It is 
that_~o.int~ that. we t4sh

6 
to. pursu_e pow. 

• /s-~ .ft"r.rf fLDrJlif Abt/J'!f ·o (~ /f4f>'1l1 ~~ 
II. !{ ~ natural to complain about 
waste or- extravagance , as the disciples 
aid. This is one of the sub-point~, 
you might say, which leads up to the 
main thin~ we need to consider. 

1. A policeman puJJ.ed up to a lady 
who had stopped at the side of the road 
~hen he turned on his blue light and 

siren behind her car. "I saw you going 
around that corner, 11 ho said , "and 
I said to myself , 1 65 at least. 111 

• The lady replied calmly, "I always 
look older in t1is hat . 11 

(Quote, Oct . 10 , 197i) 
She missed the point, that she had 

b<?en speeding • • 2 . Often when we complain ,..,bout 
extravagance and waste we do mi~~ the 
point . 
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a . Throughout much of the west9 
orn world the Roman Cathol i c church 
building will stand out as the 
huge main architectural attraction 
in village after villa~il\ town after 
town , city after city ,c~ lfrrounded 
by poverty-stricken people living 
in hovel- like hories . i-le liv~d in 
a tm·m of s outh central CoJcra.do on 
the he :·dwaters of the Rio GrBnde 
River , where this w·as true for a 
lon~ time . Tne ~~ssive C~tholic 
church was directly across fhe 
street from our modest pnrsonr1ge , 
and we wore accustomed to complGin
ing about its richness of interior 
and ma~sive social hall Dnd school 
layout. A relntive who visited us 
made a point to go over and spend 
some time in the Catholic church , 
just sittin~ and viewin~ the altar 
and statues and par~rlents and win
dows and other works of beauty and 
art . Then she came back and in a 
later discussion pointed out that 
many of the plain and simple, pover
ty-stricken people who worshipped 
in this~~sivo church probably 
found'""t_~~o''bnly exposure to good 

~ t . J.h . art and lavish beau y in L eir 
whole lives; that the seeming 
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extravag:..ncc might be the most eco
nomical way of bringins into their 
lives some uplift of spirit and 
mind which only beauty can do; that 
the money and gifts it took to build 
and maintain the church probably 
would lift the economic welf arc of 
the poor very little if sproad ~ 
thDoughout the area; that the beau
tiful church enriched no individual 
to the detriment of others, and was 
there for generation after gencrc:itio: 
to worship in and be inspired by. 

b. Often t·rhcn we complain about 
oxtrava~anco in our own churches, 
we might consider such an argument. 
I' 11 admit that a sore point t·Jith 
me is that we all too often have the 
attitude that only the ~ ~xpen
sive furnishings and structures are 
needed by the church. Second-~lld " • • Uj!:\"4,;{ but still us~ ble stuff is what t· e f\ 
consider siving to the church. Th.at 
reallv sa~s. what we think ::.bout the ~H'' . God' h JoAsn•t place j("1'e v3.Y is 5 ouse, Ci v 

it? 
c. -11.Je need to be nlcrt to the 

fact that 

II. To be extrav3fant may not 86prive 
needy people of he p. 
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• 1 . A mother took her young son to 
a very formal dinner party, where she 
wanted him to be on his very best po
lite behavior . She was horrorificd 
ivhen the boy reached all the way ncros~ 
the bablc to get the butter. "What's 
the matter with you7 11 

· she hissed rit 
him under her breath , "Don 1 t you l ave a 
tongge ?" 

• "Sure , " muttered the lnd to his mom , 
-rf'b~ it isn 1 t as lon~ as my arm!" 

\\-~~"'(,,'{'Quote , Oct . 10 , 1971) 
~~ To have fancy , formal , beautiful 

~ffairs doesn ' t wipe out our humnnity , 
althou~h there may well be sGmc waste 
in the process , some extrava~ance , if 
~' ou want to l~ok nt it that ·way. 

2 . The point Jesus was mt;iking was 
not that you should be unaware eS and 
unconcerned about the poor and needy , 
but that self-sacrificino-f~· ·n~ a:&,.,,,n, 1 . iii • cs 6/!0. r•'I\~ ones best to do a t hin; o c~ yf':is 
very worthwhile . Indeed , ~ such 
acts very often mi~ht be of service to 
poor . After all, the person inspired 
by beauty ~nd by loyalty to kms God 
ight·very well be far more generous to 

his needy brother-man than when he has 
no such sense of ru..rc , loyalty and grat-

t th . · s true i tudc touard God. Tha is i 
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e is attested to by the fact th~t fron 
churchr?a5i and lodges where beauty is 
~ ~ c~~e the peopl~ ~nd 
~funds that~cstablished our 

. earliest homes for orphans and old 
people , hospitals , schools for the 
underprivileged , and so on. Only as 
the churches demonstrated ~ geed to 
society as a whole did governments 

e movc in on the ficlJ with their more- _[ 
massive and more-far-roaching establis~ 
mont of such facilitmo~. 

This is 'SJ, to point out that I 

III. What seems to be cxtrJvarancc 
~ for development of personal and 
social values may be very worthwhile , 
especially Hhcn done for love of Jc.sus • • 1. The president of a company was 
shoi:·ring a friend through his offices . 
They went past a series of small pri- . 

• va tc rooms in which young m~n were bus~ 
ly hammering away at typevn~itcrs . I 
n'I'hese are some of our junior execu
tives " said the company president . 

11 B~t they're typing letters , " said 
• his friend . 

"Sure 11 replied tho president . I'm ' . . not so dumb . I c3.n get JUnior execu-
tives todn.y for half the price I'd h~1ve 
to pay 5tenographers! 11 

..4 
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• That bos~ knew hm;r to make his 
company •s dollars stretch , anyway.ax, 
and at the same time to mo.kc it appear 
as if his was rally a:m presperin~ 

• firm , with all those junior executives~ 

2 . Devotion to Jesus may appear to 
be unduly costly at times. That seems 
to be one of tho main objections many 1 

. people have to churches and to Christ
ian causes , that they su~sest or nsk 
for so much , ~or some costly sacrifice~ 
on the part of their members . But 
*J osus said , "Where your heart i5 ther, 
is your treasure also," an insight int 
1 i.fe thnt is very '!;rue . \'ll1 ich is why 
~iving to the brotherhood of believers 
in Christ - - that 1 s whnt a church is-- 1 

. should never be thou~~t p{1~ 11dues , 11 

but rather as gifts . / ~lrtsYreflect 
what yeu do lovingly and voluntarily 
to the bost of your ability to show 
your regard to and devotion for the 

• one to whom the gifts are presented. 
dhen you give out with all your heart , 
with no resentment and reservations , 
then you arc the one who is helped the 
most . Your 11uptight 11 feelings are 
lessened and your personality glows 
with love and warmth and satisfaction. 
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• 3 . Especially is this true when 
y ou ' ·vc really exert d yourself to be 
gcner4'&us and loving tmv~rd Cl--rist , 
t hrough the means avn.ilable in the 

. church and so~ety . Love to Christ 
reduces guil~brin~s for giveness , as 
to the woman who was a sinner in our 
story . It speaks of a devoti on rvhich 
gives life a center , and which makes 9a: wonderfully happy eternity a matter 
of unsha~eable fai th in tho f ut ure . 

~Conclusion : 
) 1 • Jesus said about the woman who 
brousht the ointment in the alabaster 
jar, "wherever this gospel i s preached 
in the whole 1vorld , what she has done 
will be told in mcmor.Y of her . " Not 

9becausc she s ought memory was this 
true , but because she l oved her Lord 
and tried to serve him with her absolut 
best • 

• 2. Ho also said of the ·woman' 5 ~if 
11 For she has done a beautiful thin~ 
to me . " ~~hen !.lave ~-g, when hnve I , 
~one a beautiful thin~ for Josus? erho answer to that question is nO"·rhere 
near as imnortnnt as the an51·rer to the 
ruestion in~That beautiful thin~ for J e~u~ will I do next?" ' and 11 ~,rr1en can 
I do it?" 
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J . It IS important to you and to 
me , to any individual , to ~ivc of him
self and his possession~ to Jesus , to 
do 11 ~ b~aui" iful thing" for Jesus , for 

.. in so doi~g arc built permanent persona. 
and social values . j 
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