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l;crigture: Matthew 26:6-13

Sermon Title: A Beautiful Thing
for Jesus

Text: Matthew 26:10b & 13: "Fer she

has done a beautiful thing te me," ---

" . .wherever this gospel is preached

in the whole world, what she ha#d done
.w:'\.ll be teld in memery of her,"

Prepositien: It is impertant fer an
individual (yeu) te give of himself
and his possessiens to Jesus, te de

a beantiful thing fer Jesus, fer in
se doinz are built permanemt persenal
values, as well as seme values fer
mankind (seciety) as a whole,

.Datas writtem: Octeber 25-29, 1971,

Dates and Places WHIXXEKXY used;
D, ,
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@mtreduction:

1, Back during Werld War T German
submarines, or U Beats, were mutilatine
Allied shipping, The hemerist Will

.ngers suggested getting rid of the U
Beats by heating the ecean te 212 de-
srees, Then as the beats surfaced,
battleships ceuld pick them off. Seme-
one asked him hew he intended to heat
the ocean, "That's a detail," Regers
quipped, "and I don't deal in details.
I enly establish pelicy."

(Quete, Oct. 10, 1971)

The Seripture which we read teday
establishes seme pretty geed pelicy

<4abgy for those who weuld be geod
Christians, asi Bbfore we leek at it,
we perhaps ought te know semething ef

I. The details of the Scripbure and
its backgreund.,

le This particular incident that
is related in teday's Seripture, the
stery ef the woman whe anneinted Jesus
with expensive eintment,er nard, is
feund im all feur gespels, but the

@details are a bit different,
a., In Matthew and Mark the
weman made her cestly gesture of
leve te Jesus during his last week
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on earth, == just before the pass.
ever feast which Jesus had with his
disciples, which turned out te be
"The Last Supper," or the beginning
of the Holy Commumien, In Iuke,
the account in presented as happen-
ing fairly early in his ministry,
and is presented with eother steriesf
and acceunts of his teachings and
parsbles, In John the weman bringsi
her extraerdimarfly nice gift to
Jesus just befere he went from
Bethany inte Jerusalem te begin the
Tast week of his life, These dif-
ferences of timing as presented by 1
the gespel writers are mot impertan
but they de illustrate azainm that
yeu must be careful nmet te claim
that "every word"’'ef the Bible is
accurate when évery werd wasn't
meant te be se, The main peint, the
teaching in each case, is the im-

® SSgpertant thing,

b, Anether difference which
shows up in the gespels is—ms=be how
the anneinting was dene, Our Serip-
ture of today has the weman pouring
Wgxpensive eintment" "en his head
as he sat at table," Mark tells it
this way tee, but ealls the substance
"pure mard", which is what Jehn alse
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caltsxx it, Nard is shert fer
spikenard which is a bearded grass
that grews im India frem which a
fragrant eil Xkm is extrzcted, that
is very expensive, All the gospel
ite except John have the woman
BRI Iﬁgtho perfumed substance mx
in an alabaster flask, Alabaster
was and is an expensive substance,
which further emphasizes the cest
and value of the act, Mark presents
her as breaking the jar, but the
others have her simply peuring the
ointment, dmdx Iuke and Jehn have
the weman annoeinting Jesus' feet,
net his head, and washing them with
her tears and wiping them with her
hair,
¢. TIn Matthew/IE'is5fmpiyta
wom ﬂi ho came te do this thine.
In it is a "weman whe Xmxx
was a sinner," while in John it was
Mary; the Bister of Iazarus whem
Jesus had raised frem the dead,
A1l of the Gespel writers ¥keEot
dxpdoe have the weman deing this
thing simply because they leved

o8 L E%subufchéwektggdds
"weman who was a sinner" new s
her sins forgiven,
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expensive eintiment ceuld have been
sold and the preceeds given te the
peer, John alene of these three

has Judas saying this, and tells tha
Judas didn't mally ecare about the
peor because hews a thief , the
insinuatien being that he weuld have
been able te steal the momey if this
hag been done, Luke, e presents
the zift as breught by the weman whe
was a sinnerf\#lene makes the point
that her giftﬁhas Se gzreat because
her forgiven sin was so gzreat, and
that she had given much heécause she
leved much,

e. There are some other differ-
ences too, but these are the most
easily noted enes, All of the 705~
pels earry the idea:rl;wwur.,_ that
this expensively beautiful gesture
by a woman te shew her leve te Jesus
was a zoed and be%ytiful thing, ~end

te be cemmended ":';aot condemned,

2. Yoeu might raise the questioen tha
there are these differences in the

story presentatioen in the varieus ges-
pels, perhaps they relate different e-

vents, and are not all varieus ways of
retelilng the same event, That is a pes.
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@ivility, of coeurse, but not censidered
seridusly by any full-time infermed
Bible schelars of whem I am aware,
Whether all feur gespel writers,me

.hiitng;:xeach in his ewn peculiar way
and aceerding te the variatiens ef his
memery, are telling the same stery er
not, the point is the same, -t Tt is
that peintx that we wish te pursue now.

.;r%}fﬁ;q,(%mf/ Jextiity € Cad o191 Al
IT, It is matural te cemplain abeut
waste er extravazance, as the disciples
did, This is one of the sub-peints,
you might say, which leads up te the
main thinds we need to consider,

l, A pelicemen pulled up te a lady
whe had stepped at the side of the read
@ien he turned on his blue light and
siren behind her car, "I saw yeu geing
around that cermer, " he said, "and
I said te myself, '65 at least.'"
() The lady replied calmly, "I always
leok elder in this hat."
(Quete, Oet. 10, 1973)
She missed the peint, that she had
been speeding,

2. Often when we complain sbeut
extravazance and waste we de miss the

peint,
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a, Throeughoeut much of the weste
ern world the Reman Cathelic church
building will stand out as the
huge main architectural attractien

" in village after Vill.ﬁgt town after

town, city after c1ty, reunded
by peverty-stricken peaple living
in hovel-like hemes, We lived in
a town of south central Celerade on
the hecdwatdrs of the Rie Grande
River, where this was true for a
lonz time., The massive Cathelie
church was directly acress the
street frem eur medest parsenage,
and we were accustemed teo cemplain-
ing abeut its richness ef interier
and massive secial hall and school
layeut., A relative whe visited us
made a point te go ever and spend
seme time in the Cathelic church,
just sitting and viewing the altar
and statues and pargments and win-
dews ard other werks of beauty and
art., Then she came back and in a
later discussion peinted out that
many of the plain and simple, pover-
ty-stricken people who weorshipped
in thla sive church prebably
found sﬁignly expesure te good
art and lavish beauty in their
whole lives; that the seeming
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IT,

extravazance might be the mest ece-
nemical way of bringins inte their
lives seme uplift of spirit and
mind which enly beauty can de; that
the money and gifts it teok to build
and maintain the church prebably
would 1ift the ecenomic welfare of
the peer very little if spread b
thooughout the area; that the beau-
tiful church enriched no individual
to the detriment eof others, and was
there for generatien after genergtie
te wership in and be inspired by,

b. Often when we cemplain abeut
extravazance in our own churches,
we might consider such an argument,
I'1l admit that a sere point with
me is that we all tee eften have the
attitude that enly the least expen-
sive furnishings and structures are
needed by the church, Second-ﬁ%ﬂ&mv
but still uszble stuff is what N
censider ziving te the chureh., That
reallx says what we think abeut the
plac%ﬁﬁgc ay is Ged's heuse, doesn't
it?

c. We meed teo be alert te the
faect that

Te be extravasant may net déprive

needy peeple of help,
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@ 1. A mother teek her young sen te
a very fermal dimmer party, where she
wanted him te be on his very best pe-
lite behavier, She was horrerified

‘.when the boy reached all the way acress
the bable to get the butter., "What's
the matter with yeu}"  she hissed at
him under her breath, "Den't yeu have 2
tongye 7"

"Sure," muttered the lad te his mem,
74%: it isn't as leng as my arm!"

pﬁ:‘;' %;Sucte, Oet. 10, 1971)

je” Te have faney, fermal, beautiful
affairs deesn't wipe out eur humanity,
althouzh there may well be seme waste
in the process, some extravazance, if
veu want te leek at it that way,

® - The point Jesus was making was
not that you should be unaware ts and
unconcerned abeut the peer and needy,
but that self-sacrlflcina

.ones best te de a thing eff a@%ﬂ%ﬂi«m
very worthwhile, Indeed, whei such
acts very often might be of service te
peor., After all, the persen inspired
by beauty and by leyalty te khs Ged
ight very well be far mere genereous te

his needy brether-man than when he has
ne such sense of awe, leyalty and grat-

 itude teward God, That this 1S true
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@is attested to by the fact that frem
churches and ledges where beauty is
P Wews céme the people and
tee- funds that Ewe-established our
.earliest hemes for orphans and old
peeple, hespitals, scheels for the
underprivileged, and se en., Only as
the churches demonstratedlgﬂ% goed to
seciety as a whole did gevermments
move in en the field with their mere-
massive and more-far-reaching establisﬂ
ment of such facilitfes.
This is EE te peint out that

ITTI. What seems te be extravarance
for develepment of persenal and

social values may be very werthwhile,

especially when done fer leve of Jesus.,

l, The president of a cempany was
showing a friend through his effice?.
They went past a series of small pri-
vate reoms in which yeung men were bus
ly hammering away at typewriters,
"These are seme of our junier execu-
tives," said the cempany president..

"But they're typing letters," said
a ] iend,

.hlS" gtrl‘re ," replied thetpx.'es:}den;;;mcg' m
- dumb, I canm get Jumler 2Clu-
?i;ezatoéay for half the price T'd have

: n
te pay stenegraphers! y

-
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. That bess knew how te make his
ce%panyls doldars stretech, anywayax,
and at the same time to make it appear
as if his was rally ax prespering

_ firm, with all these junier executives

2, Devetien te Jesus may appear teo
be unduly cestly at times. That seems
te be ene of the main ebjectiens many ‘

@ People have to churches and to Christ-
ian causes, that they sugzest or ask
fer se much, for seme costly sacrifice%
on the part of their members. But |
¥Jesus said, "Where your heart is there
is your treasure alse," an insizht int
life that is very grue., Which is why
ziving te the brotherheod of believers
in Christ -- that's what a church is--
should never be thous "dues,"

.but rather as gzifts, 7&éi§i]s'ﬁetlect
what yeu de levingly and veluntarily
te the best of yeur ability te shew
yeur pegard te and devetien fer the

.one te whem the gifts are presented.
When you give eut with all yeur heart,
with ne resentment and reservations,
then you are the one who is helped the

ost., Yeur "uptight" feelings are
lessened and your persenality glews
Wwith leve gnd warmth and satisfactien.
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- 3. @&specially is this true when
yeu've really exert:d yeurself te be
zenerBus and leving teward Christ,
through the means available in the

.church and sogiety. Leve te Christ
reduces guiltyd brings fergiveness, as
te the woman whe was a simmer in our
stery. It speaks of a devetien which
gives life a center, and which makes

wonderfully happy etermity a matter
of unshakeable faith in the fature.

¥Conclusien:

- 1l. Jesus said about the weman whe
brought the ointment in the alabaster
Jjar, "wherever this gespel is preached
in the whele world, what she has deone
will be told in memory of her." Neot

ecause she sought memory was this
true, but because she leved her Lerd
and tried te serve him with her abselut
best.

® 2., He alse said of the weman's gif
"For she has dene a beautiful thing
te me." “hen have you, when have T,
; e
dene a beautiful thThg fer Jesus?

e answer to that questien is nevhere
near as impertant as the answer te the
cuestion "What beautiful thing fer
Jesus will I de next?", and "When can
I de it?"

h
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" 3. It IS impertant te yoeu and te
me, te any individual, te zive of him-
self and his possessiens to Jesus, te
do "g beautiful thine" for Jesus, fer

in se deing are built permanent persona
.qnd secial values,
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