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· Scripture: Matthew 2J: 27-28 

Sermon: 11\•i'hi tewashed Tomb811 

Text : Ilfu. t thew 2.3 : 27b --- 11 •• • • you are 
like whitewashed tomb8 which outwarrily 
ppear beautifuly, but within are full 

of tlead men ' s bones anti all unclea.nes~" 

Pronosition: Jesu~• warnin~ about xkX 
hitewashe tomb~ bein~ similnr to the 

scribes anti Phrtrisees warns u~ to put 
human and 8piritual values fir~t, ra
ther thnn to omphasize price, ~roe~ ~nd 
the material aspecte of Jife. 
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Matthew 23:27-28 1 

ntro'uction: 
1. A lady was trying on bat~ in a 

shop, and the salesla~y gushed over one 
particularly oxpensivo one, "That hat 
is YOU ! It's simply marvelous on 
you." 

"Yes, I like it too, 11 nn~vered. the 
woman with less enthusiasm. 

11~.,rhy, Ma ' am," purrea th~ clerk, "It 
,, akes you look fifteen years youn~er. " 

"Then I «on't want it," sai the 
cu~tomer. "I can't affor to put on 
fifteen years ever:v time I take tbe 
hat off." 

(from ~·uote , Feb. 28 , 1971) 

2. Some th· n~s that they _coul n' t 
af fo:::.""'"', and that WC! can 1 t ':\ '!:for • r·rere 
told of by Jesu~ ~D the scribes and 
Phnri~ees of bis tL~e, as r cor ed in 
the 23ra chapter of Matthew, of ·H ich 
our Scripture of today i~ a part. 
Je~u~ emphasize the unhealt y a~pect~ 
of some of their wBys or doing by 
starting each o~ s~ven s~~inss with the 
word 'Woe," meanin~ "trouble i~ cofl'lin~ 
to you because of thi~ i f you c1on' t 
ch!1n~e your way~. 11 The ''Woon~aying 
from thir: 23ra chapter of ~·Ia.tthew whic 
we (have rend and) use today is the 
6fa of the seven sayi~~s, and i~ the j 
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Matt~ew 23:27-28 2 

27 & 28th verses of the ch~pter. 

I. A bri,f study o: th~ Scripture 
im.~ediately show~ it to be one of the 
mo!St strikin~ and stin~in~ of the harsl 
th:i_n~s J~sus sairl tb the Jewi~h lead
ers. 

1. Outside tho wnlls of tho pre
sent ~y city of Jeru5alem are thou
sands of 0 raves . In many area~ they 
~o ri~ht up to the wall~, 8nri then 
~ ~olidjy do ·1n the slopo below to 
tho vnlloy and up t,1e other side. 
Quite often benutiful buildin~s of _, 
historic inter0st to one, two or ~11 
of the major faiths of the land will 
be completoly surroum'lieo by t~~S\ 0 (
tomps. The land is rocky, nn ~~ 
to~bs arc either in c~ve5 ·n t e hill
side or aro rectangihlar mauseleums 
of b~iko s W:.fe ~i~ e~Euuh t~olc a 
b~y • e'" ~~I Of tfi~&f~ ~i~1~M'h~fr:t0: r, v J9 IJ.1or;t ~ oF T~IHBr 

2. Tna t' s pretty rmcb the way it 
was in Je5us' day , evidently. Tho 
Jows t~cn and now considorec a aead 
body an unclean and unhealthy object. 
They have (and had) a rule that when 
a nerg~..,..r;J~~}l during clay light hour~ 
hf$~:!!.oPH~ 'buried before ni~htfall • 

. ~ ~ 
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Burial~ not be in t~c city, but 
~ust be outside of it. Once the body 
is properly wrapped anci entombed, it 
should bo avoidea . On special holy 
day~ . anyon~ even touchin~ a tomb i~ 
con3idered unclenn, ano must ~o thro 
special cleansing ceremon~es before he 
can bo accepted in the wor3hipPing 
con~ro ~at ion. 

J. Probably these rules or tra-
'itions grew out of the realistic 
situntion that existed when many peo
ple diea of pla.~e, smaJ lpox, nnd 
other highly-infectious ise~ses. The 
sensible an~ necessary thin~ tli~n wns 
to !:et the body away from people .rs 
soon a5 po3sible, so th~t nobody would 
touch it an contr--ct the di~e·se . 

GtMng loved ones complied with thi~, 
but their love ma'e them entomb the 
body in as beautiful a plac8 ns they 
could afford , even as we o today ~ 

~roat deal. But no matter how tbe 
::> 

tomb looks, ~e body within it ~rrt<l-
ually tieteri~tes back to bon~s and 
corruption , as Jesus put it, nnd 
finally to t'ust . 

4. Jesus compared the Ph3risees ~~ 
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tM9~~1N Q 
scribes to such tombs : ~Mtl t;i;£ttl. to 
look at , but deae , corrupt, and dan-
~erous·~ t~• t01aileh. Th::it wns very 
harsh. It is easy to re~d nbout it 
a.nd stilJ feel smug, but not so easy 
i f we are f orcerl to understnnd Jesu~ 
a.s s~yin:;..I these words to u~ , to you 
. K~ · nri to me . Yet way-,,_ he wa.sl\ 
telling us that -
II. ~·!• can become like whi tcwaahed 
tombs unless we are very self-di~cern
in~ and careful. 

1 . Public speakers like to feel 
confident that they can hold the at
tention of those to whom they speak. 
To find that they co.n•t is a cause for 
much self-doubt and loss of confidenc~ 
One Minister was realJ.y shaken up by 
an experience he had , causin~ hL~ to 
revamp his met~o~s and content of 
preaching. 

Ho was eager to improve his ser
mons , an bou~ht a tape recortier to 
record the Sund~y mornin~ services . 
After supper the first ri<?y he used 
it , ne set the recorder , seatorl him-
8elf in an easy chair , 8nd awaited 
the playback. The openine prayer , 
scripture reariing , and music all 
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came forth yust as he would have 
wished them. Then ca.~e the sermon. 
When he awoke SO!'le time lnter, the 
choir and congregrtion were starting 
the last hymn ! 

(from Sunshine Ivfugazine , 11-70). 
Like this minister, mnny of us have 

experiences which startle us into real. 
izin~ that we arc not as ~ood as we 
think we are. 

2. · o sometimes pride ourselves as 
bein~ good because we on 1 t o certain 
thin~s. such as use alcoholic bevera~ei 
or ru~B, practice prostitution, 
intentionally cheat or rob others, 2nd 
~o on. ~e~tg~~l3r·~ should not ro 
these things, for they ape not ~ood -roJ 
us or for others. But we nee to 
realize that while we refrain f'rom somi 
of these pr~ctices we can condition om 
selves so that we are ooin~ worse 
thin without even knowin~ it; or 

I 

if we know it, we justify~ vith 
false ro2sons. 

J. Jesus never condoned sins of 
passion, but he had sh~rper warnings 
for sins of nride and greed. He said 
plainly that- a hnrlot would enter hea
ven more easily than a ''ri~'nteous" 
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an who is greedy for reputation but 
inrl:i.f-"'01,ont to the injustices of hi~-
2ge . -rte'", !v~ttheTv 21 : ,.,')-3? if you 
'on 1 t think this is tbe type o thin~ 
Jesus s~id and meant . 

- o~~rJ 4 . ~·Jo of today /\condemn and snub 
tbose who pr~ctice w!:iat. we mi~ht call 
n~ross sins , 11 but at th~ sarne time re
_.:ard a r:ionoy- s1 rewa "re~pectnble" per
son ns a reputable citizen. Respect
able sinners , uncharitable an~ jelf
ri~hteous , always lookin~ for the main 
c\ance to 6et something for themsclves 1 

f or our ~elves , are 11 cally dead . Thi~ 

is the force and meaning of the 6t~ 
woe saying of Jesus . 

5. There is clanger that we may 
try to :imprison thi~ sayin~ in the 
past , and so draw its stin~ . But look 
at our civilization. We have marvelou: 
machines , fine buildings, ana thoUS8nd: 
of t' ings which we call "progres~ . 11 

But within we are restlass , ~trife 

ftxitts between men anrl nr.:itions , we 
still have wrotcRedly poonz people 
rirht amoner us , antl w olcsale wars are 

0 0 ~ 

bein~ foug t . ~::Jon~ all this , m~ny Oi 

us :still seek s"' f'ety ··mon~ ~ile b~th
room:s , ~leaming kitc~ens, color TV , 

~ 
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Kc:M'Y aandiwork , flashy cars , mod clo
thing , etc .. ..re are , in the terms of 
t~e Scripture , calcimining or whitewas 
ing tho tomb . Be mako things l ook ~ood 
on t Je outside , while yet on tne inside 
e arc unhappy , restless , resentful, 

ane generally mis able . Nhile in 
3uch -m ~moods...,. we can fool few ~opl~ 
ancl ; cven if we do , we prob3bly will r.o 

hem hnrm. 

6. vo Might be as Luke 3peaks of 
th" to!Tlbs , "unsuspected tomhs , 11 that 
people stumble on v-ithout knowin~ it, 
and hriving touched rlerith unknowin~ly 
b&come unclean. That was one reason 
tombs were whitewasherl , so peonle 
,rould soc them, p:1rticularly the belnu
~roun ones, nnn not walk on or touch 
Lhe'Tl !ln,, becol"!e unclean. .Out a person ' 
inside is not so easily identi~1[Wlo ns 
bein ·· unp~~H~ PiW· ~'filing ~~{<4 · 0 

~~~~ ntft:a'Ht1 ~-lookin~ and ple3san 
person .,. &•• nn ~he -oq:E~ iM. II01·ItMA& , 
ft is true that you really cannot tell 
w' at a person is inside by how he seem~ 
co be outside . ~e can become like -hitewashed tombs , and some of us are . 

III. 'rbc waY to avoi<l bein!: such a 
whitewashed tomb is to follow Jesus . 
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1 . Jesus rioesnrt s~y t .is in any 
of these seven woe sayin~s , ~ ].though 

jn other parts of the gospels be i5 
quoted as invitin:; all people to rollow 
him. But ~ we accept nis warnin~s ns 
easonable «'valid , then we should be 

somewhat condition~d to examine c are
fully anri than accept his positive 
te3chings , of which there are plenty. 

2 . Further , of course , his atonin~ 
death and his resurrection are , when 
accepted on faith as bein:: for you , 
tbe clinching argu.ment , the compelling 
reasons for committing ~self to 
Jesu~ . U 

Conclusion: 
1 . We have today looked at Jesus 

sayings about whitewashed tombs . The 
words of our text are the la~t words 
of tho 27th verse of Matthew 2J: nyou 
are like whitewasf-ed bombs which out
wardly appear beautiful, but within are 
.fiull o deacl mon' s bones and all un-
c leaness . 11 ,~e have recognized that 
such wor s speak to us flS forcefully ~s 

hey did to church poople o~ his ay 
2nd his aith . 

2. Jesus• warning ribout whitewashed 
~ 
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:tombs wnrns us to put human and spiri
tual values first, rather than to em
phasi~e pride, greed, shrnvmanship, 
and the material aspects of life • 
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