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Seripture: lMatthew 23:15

Sermon Topie-Theme: TWho wants a
Proselyte?

Text : Mt.23:150 (seleeted words):
o

t,..when he beeomes a proselyte, you
make him,...a ehild of hell..."

Proposit@on: Jesus warned the seribes
@nd Pharisees that people won to their
point of view by proselytising were un-
desirable, narrow, dogmatie, and dis-
tuebingly zealous, This prompts us to
ask "who wants a proselyte?", and to
answer it, "we don't," beeause suech a
person rarely is tolerant, loving, for-
ziving, eooperative, and generally is
unpleasant to be around, It points
@out shat as ehristians we should try
hard to eXemplify loving, cooperative,
and positive attitudes woomt toward
others, whether or not they agree with
.us and are of one mind with us,

Dates written: February 1-5, 1971
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Matthew 23:15 i

."[atrodueztion $
1. Somebody has said that "many a
small boy is the kind of kid his mother
wouldn't want him to play with." (from
The Burlington Standard (i7iseonsin), in

Quotem Jan.24,19715.

2, Jesus told the seribes and Phari-

sees that mueh of their work simply pro-

@uced people that nobody liked, or whom
others "don't like to play with" (to
put it in small boy terms), He rebuked
them for being so very aetive in seeking
proselytes beeause so often the prose-
lytes then beeame people whom nobody
wanted to be around, who were "ehildren
of hell," as he put it, And, really,
there are some people who are so disa-

@ reeable to be around that it is some-
what like hell must be to have to be
around themt

o oOinee the Seripture of today
qgfcesents Jesus as talking about prose-
lytes, maybe we ought to know what the
word means before we spend time dis-
eussing it, By definition, a proselyte
@: "a new eonvert, espeeially to some
relizions seet, or to some opinion,
system or party." However, quite often
we have stretehed the word to use it to
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REFER TO somebody from a slightly-
ifferent braneh of omes own religion.
Thus, when most ministers speak of
winning proselytes, they mean perhaps
that a Methodist spends his time trying

@to vwin people from bhe Presbyterian,
Baptist or other denominations, rather
than to try to eonvert people to
Christ who were not previously Christ-
ian. Sueh narrow proselyting has

.brought the word "proseytle" into dis-
favor in many eireles,

4, The way that Jesus used the word
proselyte in our Seripture eertdinly
put the aetivity of winning proselytes,

and the proselyte himself, in an un-
favorable light,

.I. Jesus warned the seribes and Phari-
sees that people won to their point of
view by proselyiing were undesirable,
narrow, dopmatie, and zealous,

® 1., Three men were diseussing tight-
fisted, pemny-pinehing persons they hae
known., One said, "I know a man who
writes a very small hand to save ink."

- Another said,”fla friend of mine
always stops the eloek at night to save
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ear and tear onm it,"

Your men are spendthrifts," said the
third man, "I know an old man who won*
resd the paper beeause, he says, it
wears out his glasses,"

- (from Exehange, in Quote Jan,24,1571)

2, There are people who overdo al-
most anything! A trait that normally
@ics cuite eommend=Bhe ean be danried out
in sueh a way th=t it is ridieulougs
and objeetionable, That is the way

Jesus saw the proselyting aetivities of
the seribes and Pharisees. They were
very aetive §n seeking eonverts to
their brand of Judaism, At least some
of them #raversed, or traveled, "sea
and land to make a single eonvert," he

@ ointed out to themM This is real
dedieation, and might be thought of as
very eommendable, We send missionaries
to far-away plaees to win eonverhs to
Christ, and Peel good when they are

- suceessful,

3., But Jesus ineluded this subjeetl

as one of the "seven woes," one of
@ the ways these to whom he spoke were
bringing sorrow and shame and trouble

upon themselves, '"Woe to you," he
had begun, beeause you do this, What
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@vas so wrong witk seeking proselytes,
or eonverts?

4, Tt was the way these converts

.wor tﬁfning out, for the most part,
ﬁmiﬁ:ﬂ’ﬂocoming "tiiee as much a
ehild of hell" as the seribes and Pha-
risees who won him over, This, in a
sense, is quite understandable, that
@-= person who makes a drastie ehange,
from one religion or vhilosophy to a-
nother, must be very strongly eonvine-
ed, Onee he has announeed the change,
to justify it he must demonstrate it
and proelaim it ever more strongly to
others, espeeially to his former family
friends and neighbors, who have not
yet switehed, If he ean't be cuite |
gogmatie, eonvineed and strong, it |
would indieate that he has doubts, If
anybody is gzoing to be obnoxious in
presenting the elaims of biag.xmwM re-
'™ ligion, it will be the newly-won who
are having to justify to themselves ane
others that to whieh they have changed,

5. This mag be all right e, if
@ tokeranee of others is practieed,
if eooepeion is not used, if eourtesy
and respeet for personality are dm=bhe
basi¢ attitudes, But so often zealous J
A
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@converts or proselytes to a religion

arqrude, intolerant, and eondemning of
otHers who don't see it their way,

These, T believe, are the type of
proselytes of whom Jesus talked, Sueh
a person is better as he was,

1T, This prompts us to ask "who wants

a_proselyte?", and to anser it "we
@don't."

1, We anser it this way beeause, as
we've pointed out, sueh a person, a
proselyte, is rarely tolerant, loving,
forgiving, eooperative, reasonable, ane
generally is unpleasant to be around,

2, An old man was sitting on the
poreh of a little village store when
a big shiny ear drove up with two
strangers in it, "Hey, Grandpa,” one
of them ealled out, "how long has this
burg been dead?"

- The old man looked over his spee-
tacles before he replied: "Not long,
I reckon, You're the first buzzards
Itve seen," (Quote, Jan.24,1971),

@ The attitude of the men in the ear,
that sueh a plaee as the small village
was dead and undesiiable exemplinfied
a sort of eondemning, ridieuling atti-
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This
@tovard others, womk is somewhat like
igious eonvert: or proselyte’ xxs
actm towards other people who don't

sharethé§{partieular twist of faith:

.they are dumb, unreasonabio.z Eeathen,
eondemned, And Sueh e hell to
be around, Who wants sueh a proselyte?
I don't,

@ III. Jesus' teaehing here would seem
to indieate that as ehristians we shoul

try hard to exemplify loving, eoopera-
tive, and positive attitudes toward
others, whether or not they asree with
us and are of one mind with us.

1, A yvoumg lady was having a heart-

to-heart talk with her grandmother

@ 2bout her sehool work, her boy friends,
and other major interests, "Tell me,
Grandma," she said suddenly, "at what
age are men the most fun?"

"Men are like reeord players, honey,'
replied the elderly lady. "They play
at different speeds aecording to age,
but they are niee to have around at

93, 45, or 78." (Quote,1-24-71).

2, Christians, or all peorle, shou11
be niee to have aroumd, shouldn't they
What makes them nice to have around?
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@cccause they are, as we've suggested,
loving, eooperative, non-econdemning,
posibive in their relationships with
other people, No matter what a person

.says about his faith, if he is dispu-
tatip¥, econdemning, harsh, h-rd to cet
along with, domineering, vou sutomati-
eally suspeet his sineerity, his degree
of ehristian eommitment, Tt's natural

@to look at a negative type person that
way, even tho we shouldn't eondemn,

Conelusion:

l. By way of summary, let us look
st segeeted words, our text, from the
15th verse of Matthew 23, whieh say,
"when he beeomes a proselyte, you make
him a ehild of hell," Who wants a

@proselyte like that? Obviously, few
people, Jesus didn't, and we, his
féllowers shouldn't,

2. The eonverse, the opposite, is
.obvious, that ehristians need to prae-
tiece the positive traits about whieh

we've talked, so that bhose won to the
faith through our words and a2etions are
@ loving, forgiving, tolerant, non-
comdemning, good~to-be-around persons
af they practice and explaindmg=eé thel:
faith,
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