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Scripture: Matthew 22,41.46
Topic: "A Mystery -- ywhose Son’"

Text: Matthew 22:42 & 46a 7,."What
do you think of the Christ? Whose
- son is he?" ,,.."And no one was able

to answer him a word...."

Proposition: Jesus can best be
thought of as a "son" from several
differamt ways: through David, Mary,
mankind, and as the Son of God, but
the highest and important designation
is the last, %wk It is a mystery

how he got that way, but a mystery
that means 2 great deal to Christiasns.

Datesx written: October 26-Nov.l,1970

Dates and places used:

A0Y- 1, 190 oattlaull Ba, 304 -
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-Matthew 22:41-46 :

@ Introduction:

1. A young hfisband was eating some
dessez:t which his new young bride had
lovingl'ﬁ‘epared for him, As he tasted

® the first forkfull], he asked, "What
is this stuff?" She immediately was
hurt, and bristled at him, "It's pie."

He came back, "I know that, honey,
but 1is it sweet potatom pie or pumkin

@ pie?”

She jumped up and ran crying to hme
the bedroom, mmt It took quite a bit
of petting and comforting on his part
to get her calmed down, After going
though all that, he heard her say,
"All right, I'll believe you didn't
mean anything, but you're really not
very smart, Here it is Halloween, and

@ vwhat other kind of pie would I have
but pumkin pie?"

2. This young fellow was dealing
with two puzzles, or in the terms of
@ our sermon topic, with two mysteries,
The lightest, least-important one
(tho the one he had intended alone to
discuss) was the kind of pie. The big
@ one which he would never understand
fully was the working of his wife's
mind, and her way of reacting to his
remark, or gquestion, Like all 4
\






- Matthew 22:41-46 ‘ 2

great
married men (I say at/kix riskjel
he would be putting his foot in his
mouth many more times throughout his
life because he could never fully
understand the nature of a woman.

3¢ The Seripture that we read to-
day speaks of a mystery, too., 1t is 1
one that ix even more vital to hunanit
than the young husband faced. The
mystery it dealt with was the nature
of Jesus Christ, Jesus had phrased
the mmxtimx mystery as a question
to his adversaries and critics, the
Pharisees, in the words: "What do you
think of the Christ? Whose son is
he 7" Their answer and his discussion
of it indicates that

I. Therec are several possible replies
as to whose son Jesus is.

1, They replied that they thought

@ rthe Christ," whieh is the title

meaning leader, savior, messiah, which
Jesus accepted from some of his
followers, was the son of David,

@ Certainly they were right to an ex-

=

tent, The book of Matthew, in which

we find the® Scripture we used today,
M-tthew 22:41-46, starts out &g w7/
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- Matthew 22:41-46 3

@ the genaedlogy of Jesus through his
€arthly father joseph back to the
Israelite traditional hero and power
figure, David, We wonder why Matthew

& put so much emphasis on this line of
descent if he knew of the virgin
birth and accepted it, Evidently it
was not as important to him as iden-
tifying Jesus with the Messiah who

@ Seriptures prophesied would come thro
the line of the house of David to
save Israel, However, Matthew does,
of course, speak of Mary as being
with child of the Holy Spirit, so
he seems to find great importante in
both trains of thought, Matthew, the
scholars say, was written to convince
the Jews that Jesus had been the real

@ and long-awaited Messiah, so his
presentation of the genaeology makes
a great deal of sense,

© 2, We have mentioned two answers
that might be given to the question
as to w S he Christ is:
David '%@E&% long line of descent
and Mary's, Another reply might be

@ that he is "the son of man." He used
that phrase quite frequently to refer
to himself. A prime point in

traditional and orthodox Christian -
&
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 .Matthew 22:31-46 4

@ over the years has been that jesus
was fully and in every respect a
human being, a man, as he lived his
short life in Israel, If that had not

® been so, his example on earth would
not have very much meaning for us,
for to imitate cgedymer Cod, is
hopelessly impossible for a ‘h’uman
being., That Jesus is the son of man

@ is a vital and true answer, too, tho
not the only answer,

NATHER—
i &. answer to the cuestion
of the sonship of Jesus is that he is

the son of God. This is also a term,
or phrase, which he on occasion used
about himself, Tt is s term which
Christians by the millions have used

@ every since, We have gone further in
the trinitarian doctdikne and said that
he is God, in the sense that he is one
full and accujrate expression of God
in the world in whic §° lived, under

® those circumstancfsﬁ;zf erever he is
now that he is re cted,

4, Are you confused? Don't feel
@ bad, because,

IT. IT REALLY is a mystery.
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- Matthew 22:41-46 5

1. part of the mystery, orf course
is how he got that way, Most people
who think of themselves as Christians
thinkthat the account of the virgin
birth explains the how. There are
other devoted Christians, however,
who just cannot aceept that as logical
or as true to the original versions
of the Seriptures. Too many people
in each group use their belief on this
as a test oath, so to speak, and cut
off from the Christian fellowship
those who don't accept their views on
this subject of the virgin birth,

I would plead for the right to believe
and let believe, fthe important thing
is to recognize Jesus both as son of
man and son of God, and to realize
that how he got that way really is a

mystery.

2, Howeved, it is a mystery that

enisteenteohs-has meant a great
deal to the world, and still does.
Because Christians have seen in the

Christ the mkmoomxdxmwk only historie
manifestation of God in the flesh,

@ they have been able to find company

ituatlons
and comfort through all the s
of their lives, They don't know just

how he does it, but they do know ngj
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Matthdw 22:41-46 6

@strangely but truly warms their hearts
and gives them steength and guidance,
They see in his death on the cross
@ testimony that God was and is

.willing to undergo the very worst
possible to redeem us from our bad
thoughts and ways and their results,
that he forgives, that he lets us
have a new start, even again and again.

@With such a faith, life is never hope-
less, A commitment to such a faith is
indeed like being "born again," into
a meaningful and useful life,

Conclusion:

1. Bishop Fulton J, Sheen tells
the story of a 6-year-old girl who
was anxious to help in mission work,

@ so she went into the lemonsde business,
She put up on her front lawa a sign:
"Lemonade - 5 cents a glass," Many
customers came back 3 and 4 times and
soon the lemonade was gone, Her mother

'.asked her where she was getting all
the lemons, The little girl answered,
"from the cocktail shaker you had
in the icebox,"

@ (The Quotable Fulton J, Sheen, Droke

House
have been a myste W
nm];c Ty ey S4ittis 2Erl, but T
& : 2



-
il /
.
e
- " -
—— . .
L4
1
T
:
. >
i
*
. h
‘ ’ »
o g
L]
T ,
\ oo L4




/

-

Matthew 22:41-46 7

THAT SOME of you understand why her
business was so good |

2, Those who are committed to
Jesus Christ as the son of man and
the son of God, and who accept him as
their personal savior and guide, are
honest to admit they don't know all
sbout him, But they know why they
believe in him, in spite of much of
the mystery Surrounding him, his
birth, life, xwxwer crucifixion and
reaarrection,

3. You can never confine in words
and formulas whose son Jesus is, or
what he means, Tt will always be g
mystery, much more so tham the opera-
tion of some of the scientific formul-

aes ocesses ich T o

o BTy oy o .
which is tWe'most helpful thing youtll
ever comtemplate,






