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Scripture: Matthew 4 :1-11 

Sermon topic: "Forty Important Days" 

Text: Matthew 4:10--"Begone, Satan! 
For it is written, 1You S'lall worship 
the Lord your God, and him only shall 
you serve."" 

Proposition: The forty days of Lent 
increase underst~nding of Christianity 
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~t.""(\\e. " > eintroddetion: 
1. Numbers have been important 

in many religious systems for thousands 
of years. In the sixth century B.c., 
Pythagoras held that numbers were im
portant for all areas of life. He is 
knovm today among the general public 
primarily for his discovery that the 
s-qare of the hypotenuse of a right 
triangle is equal to the sum of the 
squares of the legs of the triangle. 
However, he worked out also a system 
by which he held that numbers were 
the actual things aboutus, and in 
which he assigned everything a sig
nificant number. The first ten num
bers were particularly sacred and 
related to God and His particular 
blessings to mankind. 

2. We see traces of this train of 
thought today in the activities of 
astrologers and others who claim a 
power to foretell the fiuture through 
a number system which rela§es to the 
stars and the whole universe. 

3. In the mah, -m: HVGPJ today we 
put little trust in numbers as being 
magical. However, we still sometimes 
think in slightly superstitious terms 
regarding some numbers. We occasional-
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ly regard the number 13 as symbolic 
of bad luck. Because of the influence 
of certain dice games, we sometirres 
think of the numbers 7 and 11 as being 
lucky. 

4. In spite of past ancient or 
unenlightened overemphasis on numbers 
as sacred or significant, we 
use them as symbolic of sacred and 
·mportant things. Though there is 
no magic in the numbers themselves, 
they can suggest to us vital thoughts. 

Nl)I '- r 
5. Among the chief of these for 

Christians are the 40 days of the 
Lenten season. Lent is the 40 day 
period prl~r'.t;in? E~ster, not including 
Sundays. \ Tne fa~t that 40 is the 
umber of days here is of significance 

to Chris ti ans. 

I. The 40 days of Lent s~bolize the 
~ime which M0 ses spent on ount Sinai. 

During that time he received the 
i~portant and civilizing Ten Command
ments. \He think of the will of 
God for our lives as it is expressed 
n these commandments, when we think 

of those 40 days of Moses on the 
mountain. We think of the gratitude 
we owe for life in a society which is 
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based on these laws. 

1. A young recruit in the army was 
the victim of so many practical jokes 
that he doubted all men and their 
motives. One night while he was on 
guard, the figure of one of the offi
cers loomed up in the darkness. 

"Who goes dere?" he challenged. 
"Major Moses", replied the officer. 
The not-too-bright young soldier 

smelled a joke, so he said, 1rGlad to 
meet yuh, Moses. Advance and give de 
ten commandments." 

2. So familiar and so deeply in
grained into our culture are these ten 
commandments about which the young 
recruit was joking, that we often use 

hem as the object of jokes. The 
Ten Commandments are, nevertheless, 
~ the laws upon which people break 
themselves unle :s they abey them. They 
are · rules which operate to pr-
ec t us. 

II. Another connection with the ex
perience of Moses whereby the number 
0 acquires significance f~j§Jii~ 

. e srae 1 e , 
0 years wandering 
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1. It took that long to prepare 
themselves in faith, strength and 
understanding for occupancy of the 
chosen and promised land, and to 
receive the blessings which God had 

•promised them. 

2. Thus, from the Biblical record 
we have brought to us strongly the 

.necessity of thorough preparation for 
worthwhile things of life. 

3. One of America's~u standing 
preach rs was asked once ow he was ' 
able to deliver eutstan ng spiritual 
and inte lectual s~rm s Sunday after 
Sunday. e replied at for the first 
3 days of ach wee he saw no one; 
he was stud ·ng ~nd preparing the 

•sermon. The oJ( Thursday and Friday 
he attended t pastoral du~ies. On 
Saturday,ag~in, e saw no one, for 
that day ~e wa preparing the man. 

ecarefu~feparat on and God's help 
and gui ance enab ed him to be an 
outst ding preacH r. 

4. Pre:pa-pa.t,16n ; s i-m-f'OI taa.t. A lead 
eing la an in a strong church once said 

that he ho~g~ministers should be 
allowed t;; stay in an appointment 
longer t a just a few years; even 
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for life. d, by way of illus-
tration and ing up his belief, 
that a merch had to stay in a com-
munity a ·re 'me, as a rule, to es
tablish a succe sful business. 

~H~ 
4. -:fur, we may be reminded by ~ 

40 day period preceding E~ster, the 
period of Lert which began last WEd
nesday morning, that it is important to 
make thorough preparation for wbntb> 
~ Christian li vin·;. That prepa
ration is in getting to kn~1 God 
better through more perfecu following 

Christ . (, 

III. Lent's 40 days are symbolic of 
Christ's Go dals of temptation in the 

.wilderness, about which we Eead in our 
Scripture. 

1. ~~ Jesus had to undergo 
this period of struggle with Satan 
before becoming active in his ministr~ 
~e, t~o, must darefully analyze our 
weaknesses, fight our temptations, and 
put our trust in God before we are 
able to fi~ht life's spiritual battles. 

•"Begone Satan! for it is written, 'You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and 
him only shall you serve. 111 T~re can 
say that, too, after we have wrestled 
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with and defeated that which tempts us. 

2. A man once watched an Indian 
preparing a snare with which to catch 
a wild animal. He was surprised to 
learn that the Indian never sprang 
the trap or pulled the noose the first 
time the animal appeared. Instead of 
that, he would let it come repeatedly 
and feed where the trap was, and then, 
vhen it had become bold and thoroughly 
familiar with the surroundings, he 
would set the trap so that the next 
time it came the animal would be 
caught in the snare. 

That is the way temptation works. 
It does not drive its shaft into the 
heart of its victim at first, but de
ceives it and lures it on; and then 
the fatal blow is delivered. 

3 • The 40 days of Lent, remi nding 
us of Christ's temptations, should be 
days in which we carefully seek to 
determine just what our own tempations 
are; then with His help seek to over
come them. 

~· Another traditional sf.Ebolism 
of Lent's 40 days is tha£ ~represents 
the 4o hours which Christ spent in 
the tomb. 
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1. As such, it recalls to us the 
essential doctrine of Christianity 
that through Jesus and by Jesus death 
is overcome. 40 hours ~f death, and 
then he arose. So shall we arise; 
perhaps not in 40 hours, but certainly 
at some time, into life eternal if 
we put our trust in Him. Such is tre 
symbolism. 

• 2. In the spread of Christianity 
over the world, in its appeal t o men 
generally, its winning word has been 
salvation. That salvation is from 
death; and is borne evidence to rere 
by righteous living after the pattern 
of the Saviour gesus. Lest we overlook 
or underemphasize this central truth 
of Christianity, it is vital to spend 

eeach day of Lent reminding ourselves 
of the importance of our personal 
salvation. 

• 3. During World War II, the offi
cial telegram announcing the death of 
a heroic young flying officer was 
received at a certain home. The 
mother of the boy, unable to sleep at 

enight by reason of her grief, found 
that a certain number kept repeating 
itself in her miRd like a signal. 
This ke!ion the entire night through. 
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The number was 629, 629, 629. 
As she was working at this time in 

the local library, she could do no 
other than associate this number with 
a shelf of books in the library. The 
next day she went to the shelf of 
books marked with this number and saw 
that they were books on the sybject of 
aviation. Taking one of them down and 
opening it at random, the first words 
she read on the page before her were 
these: "I am still alive". She read 
no more. Overcome with emotion, she 
replacEdthe book on the shelf and 
went home, being unable to work any 
more that day after so strange an 
experience. 

4. _So U is tha4T ~ have assur-
~nce if we have fai~h in Christ that 

those who believe in him are still 
alive, no matter ho~~8e~~a~dies have been b uried1 · uranc 

etoa, that ~a-~all continue living 
after death. 

Conclusion: Lent has been conceived 
of as being a time of preparation for 

~he coming of Easter. Its 40 days 
remind us of 

1. Moses' 40 days on Sinai; 
2. The people of Israel 40 years 
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in the desert; 
3. The 40 days temptation of Jesus; 
4. and Christ's 40 or so hours in 

the tomb before he overcame death. 

• These events symbolize for us 
1. The importance of God's laws, 

liven in the Ten Commandments; 
2. the necessity of thorough pre

.paration for receiving God's gifts; 
3. The manner in which temptation 

may be overcome: "Begone, Satan! for 
it is written, •You shall worship the 
Lord your God, and him only shall 
you serve ' • " 

4. and the victory of the Christian 
over death. 

~llt 
• Truly, the 40 days of Lent .a!'"'e 

important to the Christian, for they 
should be a time of self-searching, 
s1udy, prayer, and preparation for 
Easter in accordance with the meanings 

ewhich the 40 days symbolize. 

Lent's 40 days should and can in
crease Christian; understanding of 
their belilE. It should enable 

•Christians successfully to say, "Begone 
Satan! for it is written, "' You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and 
him only shall you serve. 1 " 
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