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@ 5 tree by the wayside he went to it,
and lound nothing on it but 1eaves
~only,!

: The parable of the
withered fig tree, which is reported
as a happening in our Seripture in
Hauthew,'ié a teaching by Jesus to
suggest that those who do not make
fruitful wmage of their individual — —

_talents for good shall wither into
parcons without meaning or joy (with-
out fruit and X KK ; L*XKXK@ like
dead); while those who with Paluh
and reverence try constantly and

~vigorously to perform good acts—to the
best of their ability shall surprise—
others and themse slves at the results,
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u. Inu.roductlon
1, A business _Jan had L1n411y re-
tired Mfuu' some forty years. He
~1lived in one of the major Sit1es
—where he had to ride a commuter's
—train to work, and had caught the 7:30
—— &M tPain every-day,— The first morn-
—ing at home, when his wife placed his
_breakfast plate in front of him, he
said he wished she would not turn his
fried agrré uver as he dldn't like them
that way.
~ "My dear," she exclaimed, "why
s dagntt vounewertell mEert
-A——-—————-—I never-had time before,? he re-
(u-ood Readinz, 8.70)

2. The Scripture which we read to-
~day and which we use as a basis for
—"t-’rri's_semon;'" Is one which seems so —
—eontradietory to the neture of Christ
that we have never before takegthe
' ¥ time, or felt T had the time, to study
it out and pr'each on it. But now is
- the day, We've taken the time to come
“up with something about 1it, Something
@ or what it says, out we can't take
———gwholelotof -time beeause this is a
communion service too.,
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. I. Information which helps remove som
of the difficulties raised by the
Seripture seems to be very important

85 a first step toward understanding.

@ 1. There are three acecounts of
this incident in the Seriptures, —In
Like 13:6-9 the story is related that
Jesus told a parable: "A man had a

@iz tree planted in his vineyard and
he came seeking fruit on it and found
none, /And he said to the vine-dresser
‘Lo, these threes years T have come
seeking fruit-on this fig tree;, and T
find none,  Cut it down; why should
it use up zground?! And he answered
him, 'Iet it alone, sir, this vear
also, till T dic about it and put on
mznure, And if it bears fruit next
year, well &nd gzood; but if not, you
ean—dut—3t down; *4 S e

Note here that Jesus told this as
a parable, according to Iuke, but that
®: o is no incident related elsewhere

in Idke about Jesus cursinz a fruitles:

fig tree,
: ‘ s L 5|"&T€e'

ST g hapter. 11, thepstory

is told 3 : = 'Eﬁa> oy
4s Mark relates it,

of time inretuwecn,
k» Jesus was very huggpy as he returned
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F<voyl Bethany toward Jerusalem
from Fomorsackom [XRXRAENEL - one d?'y'.
_Seeing a fir tree in leaf in the dis-
tance, he made the extra trip over to
1it, only to find no fruit on it; and
Mark adds that it was not the season
- for fizs, In what sounds like a
~childist spit of temper, Mark relstes

—that Jesus said to-the tree, HMay—no—

. ohe ever eat frué%ﬁ§§§m u again,"
- _.'ﬁ*“ﬁi}“a‘fs@ﬁﬂé HedPd Y which is

why it could be written down some 30
years later by Mark,
—— They went on into Jerusalem, and
—that day the famous incident took —
place in which Jesus chased the money
changers out of the temple, On the
next morning, they passed alons the
same route, and saw the fig tree
withered away to its roots., Peter re-
membered what Jesus had said to it,
—(ealleda—curse-hero—inMalkk)-—and said
togJesus,"Mastex,,lookl_wthé?fiqwtree
'whi_gh you cursed has withered. And .

Jesus answered, "Have faith in God,"

and followed that with the saying
- about faith that ean move mountains,

—3%Im our present Scripture, Mat-
thew 21:18-22, the sccount -is that-as
Jesus was returning to Jerusalem in
the morninz from Bethany, hewas hunsry

-
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. Seeing the fig tree, he went to it,
but found only leaves on it. Matthew
does not say it was not the season fo:

figs. Matthew reports Jesus sayinz t
the tree the same words that Mark re-

. ports; "May no fruit ever come from
you again," llatthew relates that the
tree withered immediately, then and
there! The disciples were astonishec

@ and wanted to know how it happened,
Jesus told them, "Truly,T say to you,
if you have faith and never doubt
you will not only do what has been

—done to the fig tree, but even if you
say to this mountain, 'Re tzken up
_and cast into the sea! it will he
done.® Mmmk And whatever you ask in
‘prayer, you will receive, if you have

@ raith.” Gk

—8,—How can-you get anythinz from

three such different accounts, If

you accept them literally, as many
- people say they accept the Bible, ther

you have three differemt incidents,
which might be, but why don't at least
two of the gospels report at least
@ two of them? I'm forced to think
—_+that all these are varying reports of.
the same incident, I'm forced to
think that Iuke is the closest to
~ what actually happened, When he report,
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@ the fig tree ineident as a prrable,
I find myself forCEd‘LO~b41° Fiew———
by the general nsture of Jesus!' ach-
ings throuzhout the gospels, This may
o be only one man's opinion, Bt it
" surely solves some big questions.

L me:s?;ﬂ&%, at the
recuest of the gardener it is implied
that the landowner let the tree _grow
for another year, beln‘ cered for

carefully all the while, giving it a-
“nother chance and helpiﬁg'if along.
—Tthis-is much more characteristic of

all T've been taught and know about —
_Jesus.

6.Matthew and Mark report the inci-
dent in a way that is hard to under-
~stand, One commentator says that the
—fig tree was, Symbolically, the natior
~of Israel, and that Jesus was wWarnine
: ,thaiﬁunlessuIsraQIHgrem_sixxﬂggfqﬁxﬂia
" ~ual fruits soon, it would_hgmggggqg_‘”
of God and wither away. That
 about what happened Rmx not lona after
that when. Rome destroyed Jerusalem anc
@ its temple and sca"l,tered many or 1ts
i neople. s e
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@ II. This Scriptural teachin applied
Lo individuals, to you and to me,
suggests that peor e who do not make
- fruitful usage of their andividual
talents for sood shall wither into

{ persons without meaning or Jjoy.
They-shall be almost-1ifeless, dead
as far as their usefulness to others
zoes,

1. A Kentucky proof-reader in a
newspaper shop& found the wmther
forecast had beéen set up so that it
read, "There is less than a five per-

—cent chance of tonicht -and tomorrow, L
That might just be true sbout a not_
very distant tonight and tomorrow un-

ess pepple reverse the tremd and

@ start producing $ke fruits of Bight-
~ ousness, kindnes, cleanliness in

mind, word; trash disposal; air—
_and water pollutlon, ete.,And_These
changes can come about actugdlda only

" ghwn ' lot of people, the magorlty ol

them, Xxx base their efforts not on
'self-ﬂn*ureSL but on the welfare and
"vood'of”thair”neiﬁhbor, whom they love
' because they first love God,—In othe:
_words, like Jesus said, to remove
mountains (or pr*oblems) you've got
first 'tb have strong faith.

Hio

iy
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@ II. Those who constantlv and visoro
sly because of their faith trv to per
form zood acts shall surprise others
and them elves at the results.

e 1. A young father was leaving
the church sdrvice, and said to the
minister-at the door, "you spoke of -

a baby being a new wave on the ocean

- of 1ife.!

The paSuor nodded and asked, " Do
~you have any comments?"
“"instead of a new wave," observed

—the—sleepy=eyed father,"shouldntt

—you_have &aid a fresh squall?"
(from Progsressive Farmer,in Juote
9-27070)
Tt takes some fresh squalls to
purify the air sometimes, to make
~ things new. Young people properly

—trained-canand do serve that purpose
- in our society., Bach person who is

_a converted to the faith of Jesus

. ¥ Christ can a¥se serve as a newborn

person, in outlook at least, who is

improving théngs around him, Long
enough effort can bring surprises,

@ iz surprises.

_Conclusion: @ﬁ
l, The Scripture that «tartﬁd us n
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is a difficult passagse, but we think
we'lve made 2 it—mfisense of it here.
I hope so, anyway,

2. This Seripture both wamms and
- encourazges us: ' = s
&, It warns against sins of-
ommission (not producing fruit),-
b, and it encourages and pro-
mises rewards to a person who tries
hard to be the best Christian per-
son he can.

3+ Instead of being a tree with=
out fruit, you can bear attractive, —
tasty, healthy fruit in all sessons
if in faith you work to use all of
vour abilities to that end.

! '







