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- Scripture: :._at.thew 21: 14-17 
(Sec, also , Lk.19:39, Ps.8:2) 

Sermon-Tonic: Goodness C8n ~:ake You 
:Mad 

Text: Nat thew 21: 1.5 -- "But -rhen the 
chief priests and the scribes saw the 
wonderful things that he did , and the 
c' ildren cryin~ out in the temple , 
'T:osnnna to the Son of ~avid, ' they 
Nere indignant. 11 

Fronosition: Goodness , as exemplified 
b' Jesus when on earth and as attempt­
ed by many of his followers since , 
often makes peo~le D-n~ry (mad) , ,..,e­
cause (1) it contrasts drastically 
1v-ith their own living , (2) they sec 

ome failures in the efforts of those 
who 3.rc tr,Iing to live 2s Christians , 
and (3) soJictimes the well-intentioned 
efforts of ChrisLians do cause hn.r:n . 
xxx:Xmd~Tonetbeless, Christia~s 

should continue their efforts at good­
ness . 

9 ates written: September 14-18,1970. 

Datds o,nd }laces used: 
S't:·, f, :J.A 1 t 9 7o .; oA ~ >-~ 1(/1) I' AR '1; f 1-4. '? 
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Introduction: 
1 . A young woman was breezing 

alon~ in the left hand lane of her 
~ side of a four-lane road , when 
suddenly and without warning she made 

• a sharp rignt turn and almost slammed 
into another car. 

"For Pote 's sake , lady , why don•t 
you signal? 11 yelJ ed the other driver . 

"~on 1 t be ridiculo~ , 11 came the 
indi·:;rnant reol·y·- ,, I always turn at 

~ • 4 • 

this corner . 11 

(from Dental ~conornics, in f uoto for 
9- lJ- 70) 
The driver who was almost -hit had 

the::-' viore reason to be indignant , not 
tho young lady who m.vung across a 
righthand lane f~om the lefthand-to 
make a turn. ~ Like many peonle , 
she was indignant , angry , :mnd , over 
something said or felt by another , 
when she herself was in the i.vrong . 

2 . 'nfle _cri"'Jture thrt we read is 
an account of some people being indi~­
nant over so:;iething which it W'Juld 
seem to most. o:f us should h::tve mEJde 

• them happy , glad . They ·were indignanf 
like t '1e youn~ woman driver, ~ in 
what would seeri to be an unreasonable 
way. The ctie.f priests aoo the 
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scribes are reported to have. been in­
dignant for two recsons at this first 
?nlm Sunday incident: (1) because 
Jesus healed tho blind and t~e lame 
who came to him, and ( '."'~) because the 
children wi10 saw this heali'1g wero 
.?raising Jesus in the courtyard of 
the temple of God , cr:rin::i; out "Hosanna 
to the 3on of David . n 

J. l.'e think that they were an:;ry 
somewhat because they considered this 
loud praise of Jesus as inappropriate 
within the temple , much as we of toda~ 

-1.J.avo almost cmne to think that it is 
irrovorent to applau~ a sermon or 
anything else in tho sanctuary of our 
churches . Another factor in tho anger 
of the Jewish leaders porha:--s was that 
they rcco~nized in the way Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem, came into the temple 
3nd drove out the money chan~ers and 

• 
sacrifice seller,=::, and T-Tas l;ealing 
the ill, the signs 'Wl~ich identified 
tho .f'orecast ·~essiah whom the Jev-Tish 
people believed would come to reestab­
lish them in power , 1re'3dom and 

• stren~th as a neo~le ond nation under 
~ ~ d ~·bo~ 0..J""ld The chief pries LS an sc .. 1. ~ ... 

UV 0 l' hsd mnde ·their truce 11ith the ru ing 
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and occupyir:g Ro:nan forces , They were 
co'nfortable , even rich , and in posi­
tions of power c::.nd res>Ject . T'1ey did 
not uant anybody upsetting thei r way 
of life . Knot,her reason for tl-ieir 
:1nfl:er was that they may have considere 
Jesus an imposter and froud , inx spite 
of the ~ood he obviously was doing . 

9-. ~uite often Pe , too , are made 
an...,.ry by the 1-rell-intentioned acts of 
other peoJle , by their goodness . Or 
mriybe you and I have h~d t'1e evperien­
ce ourselves of tryin; to do somethine 
helpful and good to the best of' our -
ability t1nd knowled;;e , only to i'ind 
that our attempts at goodness made 
somebody re ·~l m!ld at us . It does 
happen , 2nd it is puzzling. This 
fact of life , recalled to T"lind as I 
rend our Scripture about the anr.;er at­
Jesus o: t'ri.e scribes and .,....h:·risees , 
prompted the train of thought ue are 
discussin~ here , anci the title I have 

- -I 

put on this sermon ; "Goodness can 
I11...ake you mad . " ! Qfifen , it sure enougr 
can • 

I . ri0odness can make you mudR becaus§ 
i t contr:.. .. sts so drastically with your 
o1'n1 living , all too often. 
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1. A Scotchman who ht'ld the thri -'"'ty 
chnracteristics usuDlly Dssoci~ted 
i:·ri th people from 3cotl~nd , wanted to 
knoT·T his f3te wit:-, a lffrely young 
lady , so he tele:;rG:")hed a proposal of 
r.m:rriage (this w-::.s in tae dDys before 
plentiful telephone service wc.s aroun~ 

·t..c!L i.ha- la~. ..!.i'.ter i·raiting all day 
at Lhc telegraph office , he received 
her acceptance very lute tho.t night . 

11r'!ell , if I were you , 11 said the 
tele-graph operator who delivered the 
mcssa::;e , 11 11 d think tnice boi'ore I'd 
marry a g i11 l Hho kept r.ie Hai ting so 
long for an answer . 11 

11Na , na , n rcy)lied the .Scot . "Tho 
lo.ss for P18 is t'1e 13.ss who waits for 
the ni~ht rates . " 

( Leewin B. l, illiams in :.caster Book 
of TTu:norous Illustrations) 
Although the -main one concerned was 

very ')1-e.ased in this case , the tole­
.gra':ili operator was soMff·Thet indignant . 
Like most of us 1 the opcr<:itor probably 
fe2.t that in affairs of the heart , of 
feelin~ , of emotion , nuick communica­
tion of one' s love o.nd feelin~· Hn s 

e much more i.rnportGnt than S[lVing a fet·{ 
• T"'"e T"ac:: mad because the gooc pennies . r ,,, .... 1 ~ 

answer receivad by his scotch customer 
came in a r1anner and ti me contrary to 
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\~\ I d d 1 I I t • J.. el\s·can ar s ano. expec·ca ·ions. IL was 

• 
aifferent fro:fl his own st. ·le of livin 

-· 
2. In the Scripture of today , the 

sin~ing and shoutin~ in prnise of 
Jesus made the priests and scribes mad 
perhaps .,...., .... rtl: .... because they thernsel ves 
were so very unpopular witl-i the messes 
of people . They were susnect , dislike 
:md '.ated because of their cooperation 
with the ruling enemy ;overnment , even 
though the peo )"' e respected the .Scrip­
tures and the temple , the religious 
practices , which they interpreted ~nd 
over which the~r presided . The react 
ions of the com:non people to Jesus was 
quite in contrf'.st with tho 1·my people 
<."'Ccepted them , ond it m:Jde them mad . 
:?eople acce ,Jted Jesus no·: because of 
any 1)3.rticular 1an-made Dosi-Lion he 
hold , but because of the ~oodness of 
his nature , te:chin~s and nets. By 
contrast , the scribes and priosts were 
not U:Q. to '-'.lis standards , and they ·were 
angry. 

J . "Do- gooder 11 is 3. term today 
e which many peo)le use "ttfuth dis&ain , 

J .. to rnf'n-r ~a~casm disres_:>ecc , scorn , v~~-
...., - ' , .L d r-rood f'or to ')80')le i:·rho ·cry LO 0 ~ -~ _,_ J. 

Indus+rialists , re:i.1 esGaLe others. v 
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developers , pl anners and workers in 
the various t ypes 0f transportation, I 
people responsible for disposal of the 
"'Tlounting masses of trash nnd sewar;e , 1 
often are so concerned with the nress-... 
ing problems which they are hired to 
solve that they become very ~ngry a.t 
conservationists , 2.nti- polluti on peo­
ple , mental-health )OO"'lle who a.re con­
cerned with damage to persons frorri 
the pressures of civilization , ond 
others whose -:.ears and principles get 
in their way. ~ What you 
~et out of a ~ set of circumstance 
may well determine your re2ction- to 
the efforts of "'Jeople who 3.re right. 
~ eur self-concern , usuall 
dicto.te'1/pur :~elings more than "t·:e like 
to admit . One way of "puttin~ down , " 
of discrediting,a person whose intent 
seent$ to be good but with whom we 
disagree is to call him a "do-r;ooder. 11 

4 . This is efilleciall;r true when 
the ttdo-c;ooder" be~ins to interfere 
Fith thin ·s -that you enjoy. An even 
worse term , even tod,..,y , tl-i3n "do-~oode 

9-is 11 pro"'ibitio:'ist . 11 ::-'eo '] e "~ 5? . 
ye~rs 2r.;o ·rho were succe-s<:>ful 1..fl ri"vin. 
nlcoholic bever·' : e.s outl ... wea we: e. ~?en I 

. . ~viliied and ~re even now· 1ncreasin0 - - ~ 
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boc~use of their efforts t o remove 
~rom bevera~e us~ge the drug alcohol. 
Too many peo -.le like it in vnrious 
forms , and too many other people like 
to make money sellin~ the Qeveragos 
to the users , to counten~nce nrohi­
biting i-L , no matter Wh"t the .t"G.cts 
are ~bout adverBe effects . Yet , rnany 
op t~ese sane users and sellers nro 
extremely jud?JTiental, conde~ns £'nd 
stern "-oF:-rds those P'10 experiment 
... -ith, use, and sell other d1~ugs , 
such as marijuana , wen though the 
proven ill ef .fects of the l~tter mny 
he no worse - perhaps not 8.~ bad ,.,. 
as the effects of alcohol. Goodness 
in 
it 

o-chers can mak'J you mrrd , 
is intended to help you , 
contr~sts so dr9stic"lly 

even Hben 
because 
with your 

rn·m livin:J' . ::::> 

r::::: . Goodness cnn make you '"':lad .1.. also , 
because there are f ~ilur0s and uenk­
nesses , impe~fcction~in the lives of 
those who try to do good . 

1 . There i:-ras 
t9 wife scolded hi~ 

After she "'assed 

a man whose nagging 
on every occasion. 
away,, uhile the 

:;ravesido sei"'Vices ·vere being con­
ducted , there was suddenly a ?;reat 
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e:rolling peal of.thunder und a jagged 
li_shtnin-s bolt streaked across the sl0J. 
The bere ·: ved husband co_?templa ted this 
phenomenon for a moment . Finally , 

•
turning to the minister , he saia, 
"Reverend , I think she made it. 11 

(:;:iodern 11aturity , ·'ug-Sept. 70) 
Here was a rnan Hho probably had a 

Hife who tried to :""lake him good by 
e nagging and driving . He could see 

her sharp tongue and loud words coming 
still~oven in her 2ch4.evemcnt- 0T 3. goo 
cte:'.'.'nal l::.fe t 

2. ~We ~ discern some 
imperfectfunns in anybody , no matter 
how good they ai-·o or try to be . But 
some people seem to see in this fact 
of life ~ basis to discredit the 
sincerity and intent of imporfect "')er--
sons who try to do good . ~ fven tho 
-::here are a few hypocri ts 11ho pretend 

• 
to bo tr~ring to accomplish good thin--:s 
but re:.lly are not , thr~ t is no sisn 
th::-t most peo9le are th:<.t ·way. 

J. Nevertheless, it c~~n make you -em~-de to see a flaw in sorJeone who'11 you 
thi!1k s hould be better than th2t 

• ro ~ • • i I he~ --in a pa ~nL , a n1n1sLer , a ~eac -~ , 

a doctor. To become awnre of their 
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weakrn~sses is often to be:;in to becorrie 
a cynic . 

III. Soodness can make :'rou "l'Jrd becaus1 
""O""lotimes it does brin"! ~'!--out h~rm . 

1 . "rhrt. sounds almost liken con­
tr·~dic~Jo:"y statement , but it is not . 
Jnmes ~'iclrener' s volumninous Hork on 
Hawaii told of hnrm which came to the 
~i:md: n_ tives of the islands ··fter 
the mission3ries went there to convert 
them to Christianity. The missionarie: 
sincerel~r believed themselves ri.:;ht , 
and th~t the n:rtives would knm· both 
now and for eternity far better l ives 
if they became Chri2tinns. But the 
white men who followed the r.:iissinnorie: 
and who Here accented on tho islands 
because of the missionaries did so mucl 
~harm , through bringin~ in smallpox 

and syphilis, through a nofuehing them­
selves .f.rom tho islands 1 resources , 
th:it a largo -oerce11tage of the n~tives 
were wiped out fron disease and vio­
lence. Innocent people were ruined 
or des troyGd in the thousands M~sc 
well- intentioned good menh'fl~f up. the 
conditions of m-..--ploitation and disease 
:his ynakos us m2d~ 
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2. ?11ose who opPosed prohibition 
and wl-io still criticise and At!'P,oc::e 
laws which prohibit or contro4\~Ftu6g's ! 
prostitution, gampling, high interest 
rates, a'1d so on, .frequently do so on 
the ~-rounds that such laws set u•1 ~ 
conditiQR~ t~ breed disrepect for 
law and~o1J~"'fi.w-breaking. Sometimes 
they nrc' right, depending on the in­
tegrity of tho la"t·1-en::'orcement and 
judicial system, on the support o~ a 
com."'Tlunity or area :or the laws on the 
books. 

3. 'Je could go on and discuss many 
ways in Hhich goodness makes you mad, 
on v2ry personal levels. The sexually 
continent ~nd moral person may be veryj 
intolerant of another who is hi£Shly 
sexed and occasionally loses in the 
stru~gle of self-control. 'nl~t type OJ 
condescending moral righteousness maket 
:vou mad, even though you knmr. that the 
effort must be made at such control, fr 
society is to survive as ~ family­
centcred system. Those who w::itch 
their 1-n~u ~e and try t9 keep it 
free of obscenities and bl:isphemies , 
m3y in very proper l~n:.m~5e be much 
more cruel 3nd rejecting tbnn the 
filfthyJ,puthed person. That kii.!d o-r 
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verbal goodness can make you Ilk.~d. 

You think of other exarinles ; n T·Tltich __.. 
well irrtentioned efforts at r-oodness 
or c-roodness without renl sincerfuty, 
m~kes you mad. 

• But because ~oodness can m~ke 
vou :rrd is no re.: son n0t to try to 
keep on being good. In f~ct 

DJ . Christians should 1."ll·v-a~rs work 2t 
bein2' ·"'ood. 

' 

1. Jesus is not recorded as h~vin§ 
healed less people because he made 
the leaders mad. Re is not recorded 
as having retracted anythin: he taughi 
to s:..'ve hi.-rnself bef'ore the Sanhedrin 
or before Pilnte. His accentance of 
sinners as people to be loved, for­
-iven and valued went right to the 
~ -
suffering he ex9orienced on the cross, 
·when be spoke to the penitent thief, 
when he asked God to f orgivc the 
-soliders who hun~ hi.rn there and ·Hho 
-:-~ambled .for his clothino:. !1e vras 
h!:lnging there because people were mad 

•at him, but he kept right on doing 
good . 

2. ~ ~ must keep on tr;Jing to 
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practice goodness too, if ·we Hould 
follow him. 

12 

3. One of President 1 !oodrow ~·ril­
so'1' s favorite stories i·ras bout a 
grvup of coll~ge professors at a cer­
tain university who were in the h~bit 
of meeting to consider any acts of 
misconduct on the part of tho student~ 
Ono ~ternoon they wore talking 3bout 
some ~ct by a certain student, and 
one professor who insisted·upon a 
severe punishment for the lad said, j{:X 

"After all, God has given us eyes." 
"Yes," replied one of his collea-

4ues o+- a kinder nature, "and eyelids~' 
(Good Beadin~, Sg70) 

ConE}lusion: 
1. In aii: our efforts at ~oodness 

we should strive -Lo keep the t,.,uch o: 
kindness tow:-rd those Fhose con'1uct 
T-e c~nnot approve. They ~e still 
people , quite often our close re-
1::-tives, and it is not really oirs to 
,iudgc . 

2. In so doing, perhaos we can 
take the edge off the tendency peo·")le 
h~ve for our efforts at goodness to 

make them mad. 
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J. DOodness can make ~eople mad . 
It can m::\kc yoll, mad . Bu-t you as 
Christ rs f0llo TC""' h~ve to keep on try­
ing to be ?'00' 1 ' anr t(.; ke th~ t risk. 
~t u~ it in the spirit of love thrt 

Jesus d•A~ If you do that , prob~bly 
the chief people ;you' 11 m!:!ke m.,d\nre 
self-rin-hteou.s people , v-ho don't see 
themselves as others see them. 
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