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.Ecrigture : Matthew 21,14-17
(See, also, 1k,19:39, Ps.8:2)
Sermon-Topic: Goodness. Can Make You

Mad
“

Text: Matthew 21:15 —-"But when the
chief priests and the scribes saw the
wonderful things that he did, and the

.children crying out in the temple,
'Hosanna to the Son of David,' they
were indignant,"

Proposition: Goodness, as exemplified
by Jesus when on earth and as attempt-
ed by many of his followers since, \
often makes people angry (mad ), be-
cause (1) it contrasts drastically
with their own living, (2) they see
ome failures in the efforts of those

who are trying to live as Christians,
and (3) sometimes the well-intentioned
efforts of Christians do cause harm,

.zmm\bnetheless, Christians
should continue their efforts at good-
ness,
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) Introductlon W
l. A young woman was breezz.no' ,
along in the left hand lane of her
~ Zxxx side of & four-lane road, when
suddenly and withoul warning she made
- a sharp rignt turn and zlmost sliammed
- into another car. -
"For Petels sake, lady, why don't
you signal?" yelled the other driver,
"Don't be ridiculotws," came the
~ indignant reply. "I always turn e
this corner," ' RSnon
«{from Dental Economics, }ume for
———-5.13.70) R ~
The driver who was almost hit had-
the2pore reason to be indignant, not
the young lady who SWung across a
righthand lane from the 1efthand to ‘
@ mzke a turn, HEmafk Iike many people,
she was indignant, angry, mad, over
—something said orfelt by amother;, —
when she herself was in the wrong., ——
.‘ 2 The qcrlature th 2t we read i=
an account of some people belng indig-
nant over something which it would
seem to most of us should have made
@ them happy, zlad. They were indigna
= like the youns woman driver, QUueR in -
what would Seem to be an unreasonable
wWaYy. -The chief priests-and the 7
h
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_scribes are reported to hevé been in.
dignant for two reasons at this first
Palm Sunday incident: (1) because
Jesus healed the blind and the lame
mmcwwtohm%ami()hmmmeuw
chlidren‘w“o saw this hezling were
~praising Jesus in the courtyard of
_the temple of God, crying out "Hosanns
to the Son of Dav1d 2

\
F. 3. We think that they were ansry
— somewhat because they considered this
Youd praise of Jesus @5 inappropriate
-within the temple; much as we of today
—_have almost come to think that it is
_irreverent to applaud® a sermon or
__anything else in the sanctuary of our
- churches, Another factor in the anger
: . of the Jewish leaders perhaps was that
~ they recognized in the way Jesus rode
*‘Wwinto-&erusalem;“camE”into the temple
—and drove out the money chanzers and
sacrifice sellers, and was healing
@ the 111, the sisns which identified
the forecast Messiah whom the Jewish
‘people believed would come to reestab-
“1ish them in power, freedom and
@ strenzth as a people and nation under
—fGiod, — The chief priests and scribes
had made “their truce with the ruling
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@ 2nd occupying Roman forces, They were
comfortable, even rich, and in posi-
tions of power and respect. They did
not want anybody upsetting their way

® of life, ZEnother reason for their

w anger was that they may have considere
Jesus an imposter and fraud, inx spite
of the good he obviously was doing.

@ 3. Quite often we, too, are made
angry by the well-intentioned acts of
other people, by their goodness., Or
maybe you and I have had the experien-
ce ourselves of tryinz to do something
helpful and good to the best of our —
ability and knowledge, only to find
that our attempts at goodness made
somebody real mad at us., It does

@ happen, and it is puzzling, This

— Tact of 1life, reecalled To mind as I

—Tregd our-Sceripture abouttheanger-at-
Jesus of the scribes and Pherisees, —

& prompted the train of thought we are
discussing here, and the title I have

put on this sermon; "Goodness can

make you mad,"! @fiien, it sure enougl
can.

-~ T, Goodness ean make you mad® because
it contrasts so drastically with pour
__own living, all Ttoo often.
A
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1, A scotchman who had the thrifty
characteristics usually associated
with people from Scotland, wanted to
~ know his Tate with a lovely younz
_lady, so he telegraphed a proposal of
- marriage (this was in the days before
plentiful telebhone service was around
_ Belhe—edy. After waiting all day
at the telegraph office, he received
.__h__er_j‘_acceptanqgﬁvezy late that night,
"Well, if I were you," said the
~ telegraph operator who delivered the
—— message, "Itd think twice before I'd
—marry o girl who kept me waiting so
__Jong for an-answep Mt . - :
"Na, na," replied the Scot, "The
lass for me is the lass who waits for
the night rates."
@ (Teewin B, Williams in Master Book
— of Humorous I1lustrations) '
——— Although the main one concerned was
- very pleased in-this case, the tele-
_g graph operator was somewhat indignant.
,,,!,L';lsgmost of us, the operator probably
felt that in affairs of the heart, of
 feeling, of emotion, cquick communica-
tion of one's love and Teelinc was
much more important than saving a few
*.*permies-._— Hepwas--mad—rbecause the good
answer received by his Scotch customer
came in a manner and time contrary to

% 5
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.\X ‘gtandards and empettations, Tt was

different from his own style of livin
2, In the Seripture of today, the

singing and shouting in praise of

- Jesus made the priests and scribes mad
perhaps partly because they themselves
were so- very unpopular with the masses
of people. They were suspect, dislike

. and hated because of their cooperation
with the ruling enemy sovernment, even
though the people respected the Serip-
tures and the temple, the religious
practices, which they interpreted snd
over which they presided., The react
ions of the common people to Jesus was
quite in contrast with the way people
accepted them, and it made them mad,

@ Feople accepted Jesus not because of
any particular man-made position he
held, but because of the goodness of
his nature, teachings and acts, By
contrast, the scribes and priests were

. not up to his standards, and they were
angry.

e 3. "Bo-gooder™ is a term today
@ hich many people use whth disdaing
sarcasm, disrespect; scorn,nta,refer,m
to people who try to do good for 1
othors, Tndustrialists, real estate
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developers, planners and workers in
the various &ypes of _transportation,
people responsible for disposal of the
mounting masses of trash and sewage,
often are so concerned with the nress-
ing problems which they are hired %o
solve that they become very : angry at
conservationists, anti-pollution peo-
ple, mental-health people who are con-
@cerned with damaze ©8 persons from
the pressures of civilization, and
others whose fears and principles get

in their way, Rmpmoeitonooo What you

may well determine your resetion to—
the éfforts of people who are right,
RoexXEREkIEREy Gur self-concern, usuall:
dictategfpur feelings more than we like
.to admit, One way of "putting down,”
of discrediting,a person whose 1ntent
seefts to be zood but with whom we
disagree is to-eall him a "do=gooder,"

- 4. Thls is espmclallv_xrue when_m
~ the "do-gooder" bezins to interfere
~with thinzs that you enjoy., An even

worse term, even today, than "do-goode
@:s "prohibitionist." People of 50
——vyears ago Who were suceessful—inhavin
alcoholic beverages outlswed Were then

: : ilified
-and gre even noOW inereasingly Vi-Ili=%






. Matthew 21:14-17 /4

.....be.cause of their efforts to remove

from beverage usage the drug aleochol,.
Too many people like it in various
forms, and too many other people like
to make money selling the beverages
to the users, to countenance prohi-
biting it; no matter what the facts
are about adverse effects. Yet, many
of these same users and sellers are

@ cextremely judgmental, condeming and

stern towards those who experiment

I %

~with, use, and sell other drugs,

such as marijuana, ewwen though the
proven ill-effects of the latter may-
he no worse - perhaps not a=s bad ~
as the effects of aleohol, Goodness
in others can mske you mad, even when
it is intended to help you, because

it contrasts so drastically with your

own living,

I, Goodness can make you mad, also,

because there are failures and wesak-
nesses, imperfections in the lives of

those who try to do good.

1. There was a man whose nagging

@ wife scolded him on every occasion.

—After she passed away, while the

graveside services were being con-
ducted, there was suddenly a great

4
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olling peal of thunder and & jagged
lizhtning bolt streaked across the sky.
The bere:sved husband coqﬁgmplated this
phenomenon for a moment, ?1na71y,
turning to the minister, he said,
"'”Reverend} I think she made it.*
—{Modern Maturity, Aug-Sept70)—
Here was a man who probably had a
wife who tried to make him good by
@n:agzing and driving, He could see
her sharp tongue and loud words coming
still,even in her acnaevomenu or 2 Zoo
ete fqul'TLfe* o

2. ¥swaxiky We can discern some
imperfections in anybody, no matter
how good they are or try to be, But
some peooln seem to see in this fact

‘.of Tife 3% basis to discredit the
sincerity and intent of imperfegt per-
—sons who—try to do good, —#nd- ey
there are a few hypoerits who pretend
. to be trying to anQ‘nplj,Sh good things
'but reslly are not, that is no sign
that most people sra tha it way.

3, Nevertheless, 1t can make you
@::dc to see a flaw in someone whom you
think-should be better than that

-«in a parent, a minister, a tegcher,
_a doctor. To become aware of their
5
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weaknesses is often to beszin to become
a cynic,

- ITI. Goodness can make you mad becaus
‘. sometimes it does brins about harm,

—31,;—Thot sounds @lmost like 3 con-
~tradictory statement, but it is not.
James Michener's volumninous work on
__._Hm@_i_; told of harm which came to the

mckxkmat natives of the islands =fter
- the missionaries went there to convert
~them to Christianity. The missionarie:
sincerely believed themselves risht,
——and that the natives would know both
__now and for eternity far better lives
if they became Christians. But the

“white men who followed the missinnarie
@ 2nd who were accepted on the islands
— because of the missionaries did so muc
—harm,;—through bringing in smalipox

—and-syphilis, through dapié¢hing them-
_a Selves from the islands' resources,
that a large percentage of the natives
were wiped out from disease and vio-

“lence. Innocent people were ruined

RAlE L T e e Thousands beecal
or destroyed ;n.thu tg?quéi&tghfqﬁﬁée
@vell-intentioned good menpsSet up the
—conditions of exploitation and disease
This makes Us madg
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2. Those who opposed prohibition
and who still criticise and PPO gL
laws which prohibit or contro %Eﬁﬁs*
prostitution, cambllng, high interest
rates, and so on, frecuently do so on
the Trounds that such laws set up #Hre
condltls °3%§ breed disrepect for
law and gﬁ w-breaking, CSometimes-
they are right, depending on the in-
tegrity of the law-enforcement and
Judieial SYSbum, on the support of a
community or area for the laws on thQ'
books, '

3. We could go on and discuss many
ways in which goodness makes you mad,
on very personal levels, The sexually
continent and moral person may be very

@ intolerant of another who is highly
sexed and occasionally loses in the

strugglie of self-control, That type o
condescending moral rishteousness make:
vou mad, even though you know that the
effort must be made at such control, i
society is to survive as a family-
centered system, Those who watch
their lsnguagzé and try to keep it

@ ree of obscenities and blasphemies,

~mey in very proper lsngsusce-be-mueh
more cryel and rejecting than the -
filft hybeubhed person, That kind of
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[ verbal goodness can make you mad,
__You think of other examples in which
well- 1ntantloned efforts at goodness,

or ﬂoodneﬂs w1thout real sincergty,

44— But becguse goodness can make
you mad. is no reason not to try to
keep on being good. Tn faet

IV. Christians should nlanQ work at
: belnﬂ vood

; —1;—Jesus—is not recorded as havins
_healed less people because he made
the leaders mad, He is not recorded
as having rﬂtrqctod anything he taught
to save himself before the Sanhddrin
" or before Pilate, His acceptance of
~sinners as people to be loved, for-
—siven-and valued went right to the —
suffering he experienced on the cross,
e when he spoke to the penitent thief,
!'“When he asked God to forgive the :
Boliders who hung him there and who
~ gambled for his clothlng He was
hanging there because people were mad
@ 2t him, but he }*ept right on dom.cr '
rroedu —

_Jggigﬁggmust keep on trying to

4
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practice goodness too, if we would
follow him,

3. One of President Woodrow Wil-
son's favorite stories was -bout a
® group of college professors at a cer-
tain university who were in the hzbit
—of meeting to consider any acts of
misconduct on the part of the student
," One Afternoon they were talking about
some act by a certain student, and
one professor Who insisted upon a
severe punishment for the lad said, ¥=
“MAfter all, God has given us eyes."
"Yes; " replied one of his collea-
gues of & kinder nature, "and eyelids"
(Good Reading, 8670)

@ Conblusion: Sy
1, Tn a&% our efforts gt zoodness
~we should strive to keep the touch of
——kindness toward those whose conduet
"'me cannot approve, Theyye still
W people, mied quite often our close re-
latives, and it is not really ours to
Juﬁau. |

- 2. In so doing, perhaps we can
take the edge off the tendenecy people
have for our efforts at zoodness to

—make—themmad,—— — —— —— ——— -
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@) 3. Goodness can make people mad, -
It can make you mad. But you as
_Christ!'s follower have to keep on try-
ing to be good, and take that risk,
® EPo 1t in the spirit of love that
| Jesus dQL If you do that, probably
the chief people you'll moke mzd¥are
self.rirhteous peonle, who don'!t see
themselves as others see them,







