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Seripture: ‘Matthew 21.10-11,

Text: Mte 21:10 -="aAnd when he was
come into Jerusalem, all the city was
moved, saying, !Who is this?tn

| .Sermon-Topic; "Who is This?"

| Proposition: The verdict of the
history of Christian experience shows

| .that acceptance of Jesms as Son of
God, resurrected, savior, teacher and
guide, is the most rewarding and
fruitful answer to the question"Who
is this?2 about him,

Dates written: Aug,31-Sept,4,1970.

Dates and places used:

. WG/ /9 70 Mfa’f%)%A

APR 1. o) [{EL ~CORESBURY J-M-CHARCH |
Ao STH Gh, 1M -
@







Matthew 21:10-11 j &

.:Egtroduc tion:

An Army drill sergeant shouted:
”Company attention! _ILift up your
left leg and hold it straight out in
front of you," One of the rookies

.necame confused, and held out his
right lez by mistake, so that it =was
next to his buddy'!s left leg. After
a moment, the sergeant yelled, "CK,

k. Wh6!'s the Jjoker holdinz up both
legs?™  (Grit, 8-9-70).

2., The sergeant mmgcdsxx= asked
dumb question, wanting to know who
was doing somethin" th t was impossib-
B But many the people of Jesus!
day asked who JeSUS'an, and they had
good reason for wanting to know. He

.had aroused their curiosity, their

attention, their awe, sometimes their
love and their loyalty to such degrees
that they really wondered WHO he was,
Peogle then, people since and people
now have wondered and do wonder about
Chrisi's true nature, personality,
and being, abhout who fhis is that we

caf]. Jesus Christ,

: is O people had varying

opinions and faith as to who he was,
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1. The Sceripture that we read,
Matthew ZITIU:IT:_ES a passage descri-
bing how E?oplg_;n Jerusalem reacted
to Jesus lmmediately after helad ar-

ived in that city following thd trium
phal Palm Sunday approach to it, '"Who
they wanted to know, "is this" who is
getting all this honor and attention,

2, Most of themyemx the'"multitude"
or "crowd@s! said "This is Jesus the
prophet of Nazareth of Galilee," His

riding into the city on an ass and
¢+ his indignant activity in cleansing
the temple of money changers suzgested
the Rixwxx fiery personality of a pro-
phet. Accordingz to some modern-day
Sceriptural students and commentators,
"?ﬁtthew emphasized the prophetic role
for Jesus in érder tgogssure his Jewis
and Roman readers that the Palm Sunda
appearance of Jesus was NOT POLITICAT,
. Such & view of Jesus has always
been popular. It supposes that Jesus
is a,zood man and a_great tegcher.
Perhaps he is even the best and the
sreatest of all teachers and leaders
.and prophets, One can learn from
Jesus, according to such a viewpoint,
but you still have to trust ~ee your
own skill and your own efforts.
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. s, Some people thought Jesus was
an imposter and a trouble-breeder,
Such views furnished the grounds for

his arrest, trial and crueifixion,
.@m leaders today in state and jindus-
| try would think it worse than unfor-
| tunate if many people should take
Jesus too seriously. Recently 3haé
a many in a very necessary but highly-
.competitive business, one in which he
and his partner have done remarkably
well in a vewy short time, sap that
all of the people £V ] thed
business belonged to churches and
were active in them, participated in
civie clubs and fraternal organiza®
tions, becauge it was good for busi-
ness, He referred to the participa-
tion of some ministers in various
civic groups and activities, and told
how these ministers recruited numbers

of the men from such groups into

. their churches. Perhaps this is
all right, legitimate, and good in
the Christian sense. On the other
hand, perhaps the church like many
businesses is mainly usings xempdk=
people's groups to get people into
the churches for the benefit of big
statistics and financial prpsperity.
If thot's the motive, we are indeed
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imposters and frauds, Iike Jesus °

her master, the Clris tlang and thgey

chu#ches should be interested in DEeO-
ple flor their sakes, not for selfish

. gain and prestige,

5. XNome peovle of Jesus' day paid

no_attention to him, Perhaps that
1s why he is mentioned in only one

. major surviving history of the period

and then only briefly, in the workss
of Josephus, Likewise today, many
people pay absolutely no attention

to Jesus, Some are efen irritated if

his name is brought up,

6. _Sgme of Jesus! contemporaries

sa® in him a healer and a miracle

. worker. That ®eems to have been
one of the chief reasons many people
followed him, &mey brought their
sick and afflicted to him in droves.

. You may not think that people still
do that, but they have through the
ages since Christ's time, and they
still do, Hospilals were originally

P ———
staffed in Iurope and in this coun-

. try by church people, as the nuns
still do. Churches started and ran
the places of healing,wha'ther or not
they used religious professionals
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for the tasks, Qur American maze
of zovernment-supported hospitals
drey the rationale and motivation
for their establishment from a
Christian ethic¢ which sefighes that
societyyxpmwx® is repoméiible for
the welfare and healing of its mem-
bers, Xom:cThe most progressive
hospitals in our country use chap-
lzins as members of their staffs,
and recognize the importance of a
strong faith and steady spiritual
influence in the process of healing.
Jesus Christ is still the great
healer,

5. I'rom the world of medicine or
of sports comes the story of a golfer

. who accidentally gwallegd a ball and

was rushed to the hospital for emer-
gency surgery, Being a curious fel-
low, the patient demanded he be al-
lowed to watch the pperation. Re-
Iuctantly the surgeon agreed and
administered local gnesthesia so that
the man could remain conscious during
the entire procedure. He felt no-
thing as the first incision was
made, nor the next, nor the next.
Becoming upset over the number of
cuts being made he asked, "Doctor, I
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ason for so
many incis s normal pro-
cedurel”
"No," was the explanation, "but
. that®s the way the ball bounces,"
(Coronet, 8-70)
Ymahfik&&r&&»&ggua$ﬁwf1he way the
hell bounces, or the inevitable pruth
about the healing arts, is that the
. motivation for congern for ones ile,llo
man as exbre sed Jnﬂmedlcﬁh
bhrlﬂulan -~ even in Lhﬁ coun
tries that say they have nothing in
common with Christian outlook. Ve
think we can make a pretty good case
for that.
way
6. Another xm=xmm that some of the
. people of Christfs time saw_nim was
as_a Emeshriag lﬁov at the mystery.of
the Rothwesckdy Godhead, This is whau
the Gospel of John is talking about,
Jesus, when it says:"In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God, He was in
the beginning with God; all things
were made through him, and without
him was not anything made that was

made, him was Yogoopoomix life
and the:§i§QX*was the light of men:
The light shines in the darkness,
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and the darkness has not overcome it!
We would be dishonest if we said we
know all about the Godhead, People
sometimes get distressed and confused
when we speak of Jesus as God or as
the Son of God, Without knowing ex-
actly howy if we believe John's
statement, which we have read here,
then we must believe that Jesus is
indeed one with the Godhead, e can

e 0 . .
ﬂeﬁﬁialn, as many have done, in terms

of philosophy, metaphysics, and

other theory, But the nature of the
godhead and of Jesus Christ is only
partly known to us, Much is still

a mystery, That we do not know the
whole story does not keep that which
} P L tol% ug from being
true, &AM Which is neither
proveblenor disprovable in the sense
that laboratory prosf is presented.
It is a truth. that one feels so
strongly within himself thet he knows
it to be true. Or lackin: the feel-
ing, he doubts -~ is an zgnostic.

7. X We have mentioned now several
NS S—————0
ways that pegple of Jesus day meaeted
Lo Rim, andW8¥bserved That we, too,
have people’who turn to him as a
prophet, who reject him as an impost-
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trouble-maker, who isnore him
who think of him as axxanx healer’
to be used like any good medicine,
or who see in him s flash of the
truth behind t a
Codhead, We of this age in which we
live are luckier, perhapy, than the
eaprty day Christians, because

IT. We have the verdict of Chrlstlar
history to help us decide who Jesus
is,

l. As we said, all of the answers
and Jjudgments EbOUb Jesus of the day
in which tve lived have some adherent
in our day, and always have. Ve
must point out, thousk, that the
faith that he is the Christ, the
Son of the living God, D1v1or,
leader, has m0u1vaue4R?éovle to make
?ruau hanges in themselves and in

W ST B FRLIRY antine,
_Augubbl ¢, Thomas of Aquinas, St,
Francis of Assissi, Martin Iuther,
John Calvin, John Knox, John Wesley,
Franeis Asbury, and many, many other
changed not only many lives around
thm hut bhm very course of history,

=< :
f their understanding
of and feeling for Jesus, We live w
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. greatly dlff arent =or‘t O_L 1ture
Ao wE gporEQ e HEENAF KNSy |

conecepts which these men fostered in
the name of Jesus,

. 2, We know that their faith in
him was and is founded on the resur-
rection, His example, his birth,
HIs teachings, may be very important

. but without the resurrection he
would have been forgotten. Ivery
great Christian leader has stressed
the tremendous importance of this
great fact, the Journey of everyman
toward eternity through faith in

Jesus. Hewevex, foday as always,

11T, Each person must choose for
. himself the answer to the question
"who is this?" sbout Jesus.

1. There is a story about Jay
{irke (an old-timer minor league
. baseball star) who got married, and
immediately went into a huge hitting
strike. Every evening he would come
in the door, exclaiming, "Two for
. four today, 1floney"” or "Three for
rive,precious.” Then came the in-

°V1Laole day when, in a doubleheader
against the league leaders, Kirke
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. got 1o hits in nine"times at bat,
That evening his bride heard the
front door open, but no Jjolly shout,
"How did we do today, dear?" she
cooed, "Iisten," snarled Kirke, |
"you do the cooking and I'll do the
hitting," |
(Mortimer R. Feinberg, in "Tension -
a Tré&asured Status Symbol," in

. Business Management for 7-70).

Each pdrson must do his own thing,
as the kids say it today, in this
area of religion, We cannot foree=
on you,or you on another, no one can
force on anyone, XEmmxX his answer
and feelings gbout the gquestion "iWho
is This?" about Jesus, It is a pers
nal matter and decision with each,

. 2, EBeweser, Xhere should come a
¢ s g

time for each person When he lays
aside his questioning and consider-
ing and takes a stand, That stand
should be a venture, a way of life,
an adventure, which filem then on
rives motivation to his life,

. 3, Only as you take your stand,an
venture to live by the demands of

your faith, can you really feel and
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Conclusion: e

1. Many intellectual, philosophi-
cal conclusions about Jesus are
possible,

25 ﬁﬁhﬁrqgﬂ;4ui;£uaz—pepeaz Bt
some point a person shovdid— must -
ake a choice of one of them, NOT

to do so is a choice also)

3. The verdidt of xFicskmey the
history of human experience shows
that acceptance of Jesus as Son of
~ b 2 Sy
god, resurrected, sgvior, teacher
and guide, is the most rewardine and
fruitgdl answer to the guestion "Who
s This?") when asked about Jesus,







