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TheP'le: Easter's Cil.~.im '.lpon ;tour life . 

D"te written : Marth 22 , 1951 

Pronosition : Observance of Easter and 
nccerytnnce of its messA.t;e necessitates 
n Chric:tl3n t·:~y of life . 
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Within a ten,year period thirty.-one new churches were 

established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 

least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 

Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 

the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 

their neighbors, needs. They have adopted two objectives of 

their own, in addition to those of the Advance, Uthe pattern of 

habitual attendance at the services of worship,, and ua doubling 

of membership in three years,, through emphasis upon and 

training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness, 

ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1: 3: 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father. and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
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'Introduc'tfon: - ·---- ----~ 

~- ·1. Pl:::ns l;nd bee r.lR.de by sone of the 
Sunnay sc:s_ool t' <J'l?"e s of the church to 
p.pint some~· f . th~ corns in the nm" church. 
~n\l they hF deci ed. to ,.,.ork on F!" id~. 
noth thinkin .~ th t it was ~od Friday:i: 

ned to work. When the 

to their atten i'on, they decided to work 
any,·1 .~y , if th r;rdup could be gotten 

fact that it \l~a · a sDecial day was called 

together . S9-. e !lC~Ons , hearing of this 
decision co~ented ~~ the effect th~t it 
wasn't righ/ to workX\ in the church o::i 
Good Frida.¥• but when \questi.on8d. closely 
admi tte·d t1iat ther~ wn.~\ work which would 
be done 9f ound home th~t day . The se s~me 
pecple~. 1 ~o comt1ented on ~ork in the church 
on Good Friday don't scru~le to do work 
on Sim _y, to particinate 'in activities 
on Chrtstrnes or 'Ih2nkse.:iving or ·:Ascension 
Day wh~ch a.re not s-oecifica.lly Christian , 
often/ to give social and 10dg<\/unctions 
n1~~..?l~ ty over ch1:1"rcL ~nd religi'Qus act i vi. tlies • 
... nrP'"-i~e~Lto ...ei:u&rl.~~ ~·~~---- -~- .~ ~ 
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ments in interracial relations. 

Within a ten .. year period thirty .. one new churches were 

established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 

least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 

Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 

the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 

their neighbors' needs. They have adopted two objectives of 

their own, in addition to those of the Advance, Uthe pattern of 

habitual attendance at the services of worship,, and ua doubling 

of membership in three years" through emphasis upon and 

training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness, 

ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1!3: 

'That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
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2 . Easter Day , a.Tld thP events in 
Christ's life irn~edietely leading u~ to 
Easter . surely are among the most imoortant 
of events and ooserv:Jnces in Christianity . 
If therP. is nny .sea.son of the year which 
dese!"lres mnrked a:ttention by believers 
in Jesus, surely it is the one \'lhich 
includes the observa!"!Ce of the ori~inal 
Lord's Supuer , Good Friiey , and E~ster 
Dey ~ ·Hith- Easter crown~-g them all in 
importance . T:) observe this se~son 
\·:i th snecial observ~nces is fitting . 

3. It is ,ery1.0 1 J~r -importAAt , ~ 
~;---to rea1ize that 'Ti}aster .nlo.ces a 
clair.1 u1Jon your life ; that hone9\, sincere. 
~eaningful obsP.rv;:ince of Easter ~nd RCGeE~-
\llce of its mess:;1ee necessitates :1 Christian 

wpv of life , const::intly ~nd everv df.ly . 
This is the truth t·Je \'.'ill study . 

I . The facts a.bo"J.t Easter was the topic of 
~previous yeor 1 s Easter sermon . ThP.se facts 
have P benrint:; on the touic of E::!.ster 1 s claim -· ' 
~your life , and need summArizing here . 



ments in interracial relations. 

Within a ten~year period thirty .. one new churches were 

established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 

least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 

Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 

the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 

their neighbors' needs. They have adopted two objectives of 

their own, in addition to those of the Advance, Uthe pattern of 

habitual attendance at the services of worship'' and Ha doubling 

of membership in three years'' through emphasis upon and 

training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness .. 

ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1: 3: 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have f dlowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 
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Ser.CT'?!" • 
~re;, . e3tament 
.Marl 

. 16 : 1~20 l.J, -

__ _._.____________ - - ----
1. The resurrection a.ctually took place, 

as ~hown by the conviction of the disciples 
~..ncL 'their uower to conv-ince others. 

2 . The Easter fnith is inti~ately concerni 
with dr-i:ily human life . 

a . It has e;i ven peo:-:-ile n.n ~:lssurance of 
eternel life which has enabled. them to 
stPnd by _their convictions .r.ae~:r9.Je~_s p_£ 

... 0.2!18',Q.r,. Fro!"l su.ch people hP..Ve com~ those 
who haVP h;\d. the !'lost lasting influence o.n. 
hi.story. 
b. The Ef:lster faith gives assur~mce of 

ult i1:Ja.te ti:!~"Ll! .OY~J'.'~?..ar~l]J~c4: 
tion . · 
~ 

c. The E8ster faith r.ives ass·.1ra..'1ce of 
iml:lor~e,\l i ty. ~\~ ~_::-;.~~~~"=~E~ef.l.r=,of 
death,~ "1"~:\s assur'-3 one of meeting 

i __,..,~ ~~.._ 

loved ones an1 frlends who have gone throu~ a:e=;rthin -.. . -.. ~".-;:.~-:::::-!!!'~~~:..: ~-.~~- .. 

~. The first of these .ti.,ro mn.in facts , 
th"t Christ f!Ctu?lly aro~. t is thP h~~rt 

~~ - \~ 
nnd. subc;;tance of ..l!.iaster"" · s whc. t we r~ an 
\·1hen we use the term 11 the Easter f ~i th . 11 
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ments in interracial relations. 

Within a ten,year period thirty,one new churches were 

established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 

least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 

Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 

the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 

their neighbors, needs. They have adopted two objectives of 

their own, in addition to those of the Advance, Hthe pattern of 
habitual attendance at the services of worship,, and Ha doubling 

of membership in three years,, through emphasis upon and 

training in evangelism. These C~ristians of Hawaii are witness, 

ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1 : 3: 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
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s.~ .n lOns 
N1 •' ~· estament 
r~ark 

. i6 :1-20 (: 
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- -- ------
4. ihe second of these two main facts , 

that the Easter faith is intinately concerned 
• .. .-i th d.~ily huo.en life, is ths thinp \'.TP, ' re 
tryin.P: to 

Tonay we will try t0 bP. ~ factu~l , ~sore. specific , in relating the 
E?ster faith to everyday livinr:. 

II L. . t' C'· . t• i·+-. • -1Y.:111P: ne nr1s 1An i_e. 

1 . Ou.r te."'{t fi)~3 the passc>ge in M~rk 
t:hicr. tells how the!! :ii sci 1l8s bocame convinced 
that the res:J.rr~ction actually took plA.ce . 
This text gives in fl brief su!lll.1pry, in a 
few words , the life of the disch>les fron 
thE1.t uoin t onw:.:ird . The f irst few words of 
the t'3xt are : 11 a,!ld they \·:en t for th i:md 
ureached everywhere . 11 

2 . Follouing th~ n~tior..al . convention of 
the American Loie:io:i ~~· (19.50) Enrl 
Cocke , J'r ., tl:" newly-elP.cted nati~n~~-~ commqneder of thP- Legion, visited ~-- ·" 
P;-Ild many othP.r c omrm.ini ties large Pnd small 



ments in interracial relations. 

Within a ten,year period thirty,one new churches were 

established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 

least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 

Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 

the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 

their neighbors· needs. They have adopted two objectives of 

their own, in addition to those of the Advance, Hthe pattern of 

habitual attendance at the services of worship'' and .. a doubling 

of membership in three years" through emphasis upon and 

training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness, 

ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1: 3: 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
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tl:.roughout the n;;tion . On ~ visit he inevi
t2.bly was expect~d to make Et speech, and 
alr1ost inv:-~ri~bly the newspaper account 
of a sneech by him revea.lerl the he spoke 
chiefly on one subject , the need for a mil i 
tarily strong America.. However , CommP.nder 
Cocl~e 1 s views along these lL.1 '"' were not ju~t 
his personal ones, but the o.cficial ones of 
the LP?ion, ~nd the ~rivpte ones of a l~rge 
Ilark o: the LPgion 1 s ind.ividual members . 
The co:!lm:->nder ' s m~ssAge l''?. sn ' t ORrticulp_rl:r 
new ~"here he s·pok-e, because individul'!,l 
legi onaire s in those plaJ•c $ rind been expound in 
the seme views nt every goo1 opr:>ortunity, 
~1I'.1o~t daily . 

') . ~0}1 is the n~ture of real Cbristian 
f . t · f t C' .,.. . + • l' . mi.. 1 ai t .. , o rue .rLisv1Hn 1v1ng • . u:e ex2mp e 
of t.h0 &l.~re1:ie Comn..,nder , J,.~sus , in His life, 
tet=tching , :tesurrection, is i.-iportant . The 
observ2..nce ~nd remembrpJlce of special days 
in His life , like Christmas , Good ?ridav. , 

• d ....... +. • 1 .,.,T t ' 1 b eo an 1 .. as11er , l.k.,c; va. ue . .1.~ever ne ess, y :...ar 
the most im.)ortant thing- is the daily life and 
witness of each individual believer , every 
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Within a ten·-year period thirty .. one new churches were 
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M[lrk 
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dBy through the years. each in his own 
circu.111st3nces a11d locality , eech in his own 
:::nanncr . Wrhen our text says 11 they went forth 
and preeched everywhere , " it doesn ' t r.rnan 
th~t e~ch one preachei everywhere , out with 
each doing so in his own circumstances rnd 
plnce the nessage did re:: ch t:werywhere . 
Such is your task a.."1.d mine . 

4 . Now, let ' ~ mention a few sp~cific 
,,,riys in \'rhich each of us , you and I, c:.m 
1 . d '1 . f'\' • t' l ' II h" ive ai .Y vnris inn 1.Ves, or ?res,c 
Ch~~ i ::- t iPni t~r '\·IhP re w~ p rn . As we r10 this , 
it would be well for e 0 ct of us honrstl~ , 

very hoi1-~ stly, to ex~r:1ino. self ll)ncf0an~~''C 
~, ilen tly, in thP. hearing of God , ~!:. que_sj~oj 

~ . At home is the bestplace ~in 
daily Christian life . ArP thP, ,jokes , the 
stori1 s , th~ entertainrnen~ ich that we 
honAs~lv think they Rre ~lol~so~A , ~ccep
table in any cor:J.:oany , pure in thr-- eyes of 
G0d? Do w~ strive to overlo')k the annoy
ances, thn hard work, the disappoir:..tI'lent , 
an\l try to br.> ~2.'lf>erati\rA , :pleasent, hel!)ful 
to thR other~ ~e-~n as to noqt outsiders? 
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ments in interraci~l relations. 

Within a ten,year period thirty,one new churches were 

established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 

least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 

Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 

the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 

their neighbors, needs. They have adopted two objectives of 

their own, in addition to those of the .Advance, uthe pattern of 
habitual attendance at the services of worship,, and Ha doubling 

of membership in three years,, through emphasis upon and 

training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness, 
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That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 
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Sernor.s ,,, 
Ne,./ '11e s trimen t 
:\,1a.rk 

. '1t):1-20 8 
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- - ____ ... __ .... 

D . - t f t . ~ . ,.,. . o we en£.rge in C'Jnd.uc 1 o . P.n ; :i.'. ... g, c~r1n,\.1n 
other physical h.~bi ts, which is at tbe ~.wo:!!st 

not harmful Md at thP best actua1ly good 
for the body? Do we {CivA Go1 som8 attentio 
regul~_rl;y-, throup·h tablP- blessings, fEtTnily 
dev0tio!1nls, Bible rendinr;, regul!'.lr 0·'1rsona 
})rayer, p1~e}?aration for ~)r-rticipating in 
cl•urch :--nd. othnr community reli~ious 
~v·"nts? If we Ccc4'1 ans~ .. ,,..,r 111'?s 11 to all of <· 

thcs"', thPn ue ['re truly livinr:; Gtriq-!:ia!1it 
at ho~0 d~=dl~r. 11,o!' each 11no 11 we i:.Dve to 
ans\,rnr1 th"t much are t-!0 missing thE=> go?1 
of rcr'.l Ch:?.'istinnity, of truly witnessi.ng 
to the Easter faith. 

b.~A~1ny of thP. samP q_uestion 
:night :ro]>l~· s ~or ~l\.~J~?1:1e s' "but w1 th ~ 
sone addi ti ., ~:'t~.-~~e J.•!;., h011Pst to ~11~~1 .. 
~r'~l~fc-r or ~"'ffi'f).tcY,yee, truthful, ~lving 
"0'1'? st value , ~ li.0 thi:r it 1 l. lr>,bor 1or merchan· 
di :;J')r th<)r I.-rotr:ction '917' sP.rvice, J:#&. 4ii-y 

,....Jo1;:"' Is our lflnguage, c0nrluct, attitude 
IJrrL:;tian; do we really uractice the Golden 
H11l.n? Ag:'-in, who.re t.tP :>.nswPr is an honest 
11 n.o, 11 we are in need of a more si!1cere 



Within a ten,year period thirty,one new churches were 

established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 

least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 

Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 

the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 
l 

their neighbors, needs. They have adopted two objectives of 

their own, in addition to those of the Advance, ••the pattern of 

habitual attendance at the services of worship,, and Ha doubling 

of membership in three years,, through emphasis upon and 

training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness, 

ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1: 3: 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
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.,. ----.... .. : '------...-.--·. 
effort at pr~ctice oc the Easter faith . 
Wh0.rP. we say 11yes," we m-.re God thnnks for 
allowine us to come closer to Hi~ . 

c. What a.bout our wi tnessinf- for Hin 
in our leisure, recreP..tionAl , ore;uniza.tion. 
life? Most of the same q.uestions a:'..)D~Y 
that ,.re he.ve mentioned for home Qnd the 
,job, with a bit addi tion.~l . Do we actu2llj 
refresh our minds ~nd bodies i~ our re
cre·>.tion so that we ar~ better fitted for 
~leasvnt home life and so c2n do a better 
,job? Or is our recreation of JI± a type 
we arP- ashameJ to have the neighbors knou, 
whicb 18AVes a he~dache or 11r>rh~ s a 
hnngover, '·1hich impFtrts: an inwarc'i sm1sr--
of dirt and cheapness? I f it is th~ first 
t~n)e , it ' s Christian ; if the latter , then 
y~U dOl1 f t really have r .~-cre~tion, and you 
don 't undPrstand the true meeninp; of the 
EP s ter f ai t l. . 

5. Su.ch are the areas in wicl: d~=dly wiimes: 
ing to Obrist should ap~ly , home) job and 
recr0ation. These Arees cover all of life . 
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No person .is perfect. If you have ..... nstrered 
:i.11 these questions 11yes 1·

1 P.nd feel "Pretty 
goocl ~bout it, you a.re probably a. lier . 
If you have l:n.d to asnwer ''no 11 to nany, you 
are surely r.. truth.-ul person . If the c:-n~W( 
to much of this questinnint:; is "no, but with 
God's hel-p I 1 rr. going to do my 'Le st o ioprove , 
~nd tt.ll'ough fa.i th in Jesus I'm going to do 
"better, 11 then you lmol0; wh~t the Easter faith 
means . 

! II . \.1orkint: wi ~h the Lord . 

1. An elderly mrui, a schbol teacher by 
pr0fessi')n , was ad.vised by his 1octor to 
r;o to 2- hi ,,.h 21 ti tude~ rel~tively dry 
climr?.te. He cl~o SQ. ~::roming, and "got a tee.chin~ 
,job in the state . He had ~l\-rays been 9ctive 
in h5-s church. Finding quite :? fe,,·, families 
in the e.rea where l:e ven 't nn1 n'J church to 
serve them, he organized :: 91nr~f'Y Schoo 1., then 
flc.other . He had a local preach""r ' s license 
in the Methodist Church, a license \·1hich 
nnyone rna:r obtain b; studying anrl. satisf .. -. ctori 
report info· on thP Bi bl~ and 4 pprticular other 
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books ,~~ he i~ r<'c~mmended :~ hi~ l ocal 
churc~ a"1d which p.:1ves one vhn right to 
pre:~ch . Hi:> beg·en holdinF-: Sund<\Y worship, 
or church services, doinf!: the r>re[1chinr 
hi:rself ; yc-r'a:'Sk4·nf' ....... +he chu.~..b~Ti-tit>s 
t-0-se~~-:p.eguJ.-e~oi:c rdnet:.-mix ~· . As 

. 
p 

' 

result of his v10rJr in this w~y there is 
nm·' a nc~., Methodist chm-ge in \lyom in;: which-
-4.~---tv-hnv-e-e..~t.Gi"-;-O.f...s:: Ls u~.. a,.,, a wi 11 
~f:e.~e-~· builiings , ~"'1s steadily ex

opniing. This tencher , res1Jonsib1e for all 
this , did 1 i ttlB pre·,ching in his origin~l 
state , Florida, ~~t attended church regularly 
r-nd toolr part in the church ' s :~ctivi ties . 
'':}),en the need wa.s shown hir.i ' in W:·-.oming , 
l:owever , he me.t tr.e chc_llenge Md 'ln much 
cood. Do you think he could have founded 
tte new con..,.regations if his ~ersonal living 
in his job c-md in his leisure had not been 
of a Christian type . Certainly not ! Do 
you think he could have brought the benefits 
of a church to a. ne''' comrnuni ty if he hir.iself 
had not first been famili;-~r with and convi nced 
of the valuP of the worship of God. in church? 
Surely not . 



--

Within a ten,year period thirty,one new churches were 
established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 
least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 
Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 
the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 
their neighbors· needs. They have adopted two objectives of 
their own, in addition to those of the Advance, ••the pattern of 
habitual attendance at the services of worship,, and .. a doubling 
of membership in three years•• through emphasis upon and 
training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness, 
ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1: 3: 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have fellowship with us: and truly out fellowship is with 
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2 . ~.,_t§l].~s i:i-~. !: viing nost-
Eas.te1· l:!.fe and '·.rork of the discip e that 

1 

11 the Lord worked with them ~md confirmed 
the :nessage 'Cy the signs thpt attended it . 11 

From riany New TestanP:i:i.... ·efere~1CP.s we }:now 
that these disciples sou;~ht the Lorcl freq_uent 
in public Horship, ~r.: : • nrivate prFJrer and 
devotions. We lmm\I', to0, tbet Jesus, who 
is the Lori of E~ster ~nd cf the Easter 
f2i th, reg'UlFtrl~r A.ttended public worship . 
11
And on the s~bb.;th Hf> went into the svna-

~· 

P'O(;Ue as Was Bis custom. 11 We lmow th::-t 
J~sus al~o worshipped in private, and nrnyed 
much. On the night that he was seized nnd 
condemned, he ;·1as taken pr-ts oner in Ge th
sempne, a garden where Ile had gone to nray. 

3. So fror:1 Jesils, from Iiis immediate 
disciples,~~rori observation of present life, 
we know th~t both public '1orshin and nri vate 
\·1orhllip flre asnects of tl:e Christiar1 life, ma} 
the best WaY of realizing thrt the Lordx is 
with us . Without regular wor.shir9, both C1t 
church and privately according to individual 
possibilities, wa cannot b~ hrue to the 
Ea.s ter F~i th . 



. 

ments in interracial relations. 
J. 

Within a ten,year period thirty,one new churches were 

established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 

least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 

Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of 

the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 

their neighbors, needs. They have adopted two objectives of 

their own, in addition to those of the .Advance, Hthe pattern of 

habitual attendance at the services of worship,, and Ha doubling 

of membership in three years,. through emphasis upon and 

training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness, 

ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1: 3: 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ . 
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Serm0ns ~ 
"' Ne~ Testriment 

.. 
., 

!:;Ark -; · 
~ . .. '16:1-20 

....-..-~-
13,, ,; 

Conclusion: 
1 . Observa.."lce of Easter is importpni , 

f'Ven ais we aro doi.ng tode.y . 

2 . But it quickly loses its im?ort£...'1Ce 
A~d n~comes a fare?. unless its ness~ge ir.~ 
~~ires us to ev~ryd~y Christian livinr . 
Christi~~ni ty , lJ.mmortali ty b;y the grace PJld 

in the nattern of Jesus , is n".>t r' one-day
n.-year , or a. few-dpys-a'Yenr , metter . It 
is ar. everyday, sHriou.s , most \\lorthwhile 
matter . . 

~ .. ~ 
~\. 

of E~ster and ncceutP.nce 

--tA 
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ments in interracial relat10-..£ ..... 
,/' 

Within a ten,year period thirty,one new churches were 
established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At 
least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for 
Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but me~bers of 
the local congregations are giving generously for their own and 
their neighbors' needs:" They have adopted two objectives of 
their own, in addition to those of the Advance, uthe pattern of 
habitual attendance at the services of worship'' and ··a doubling 
of membership in three years" through emphasis upon and 
trai~lng in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness, 
ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1: 3: 

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye 

also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
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