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Theme: ZEaster's C2iim upon jour life.

Date written: March 22, 1951

Proposition: Observance of E.ster and
accentance of its message necessitates
a. Christian way of life.

. > £ 4
ext: Mark 16:20 —- "And thev went forth
nd preached everywhere, while the Lord
sorked with them and confirmed the message

by the signs thot attended it."

Y £ D |3

Places and dates nrenched:
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Within a ten-year period thirty-one new churches were
established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At
least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for
Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of
the local congregations are giving generously for their own and
their neighbors’ needs. They have adopted two objectives of
their own, in addition to those of the Advance, “the pattern of
habitual attendance at the services of worship™ and “‘a doubling
of membership in three years” through emphasis upon and
training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness-
ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1:3:

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
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1. Plens had beep made by some of the
Sunday School walterls of the church to
paint some\ of the fooms in the new church,
and they h=8 decided to work on Friday,
noth thinking thgt it was @bod Fridayx
on which they ‘glhnned to work. When the
fact that it waf a snecial day was called
to their attenyion, they decided to work
anyway, if the/ group could be gotten
together. foe peﬁgons, hearing of this
decision commented to the effect that it
wasn't righf to worky in the church on
» but when \guestioned closely

admitted $hat there was work which would

be done aéound home thni‘day. These game
neople wﬁo commented on work in the church
on Good /[Friday don't scruple to do work

on 3andpy, to particinate in activities

on Christmas or Thanksgiving or rAscension

Day which are not specifically Christian,

often/to give social and lodza functions

priofity over church and religious activitdes.
| T‘Eﬁfﬁﬁigtmggm;p,qingla-eaﬁmgﬁiﬁ@ﬁé{ég;sanmor

(BTG5, for—4sn't n-sintlar=ttitude_that

Lwhich meny of us Roldl-
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2. Easter Dagy, and the events in
Christ's life immediately leading un to
Easter, surely are among the most important
of events and observances in Christianity.
If there is any season of the year which
deserves marked attention by believers
in Jesus, surely it is the one which
includes the observance of the original
Lord'q Supper, Good Friday, and Easter

Dayy 444k Baster crown@e them 211 in
importance. To observe this sesson
with specizl observances ig fitting,

3. It 1e pqually important, rathercmoss
legortanti—-to realize that Baster nlaces s
claim upon your life; that honesf, sincers,
meaningful obSﬂrvaace of Easter and aceepnt-
Alice of its message necessitates o Chiistien

way of life, constantly and every day.
This is the truth we will study.

I, The facts about Easter was the topic of
a previous year's Emster sermon. These facts
have 2 bearing on the topic of Easter's claim
upon your life, and need summarizing here.
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TG resurrectlon actually uOOF olqce,
as ahown by the conviction of the disciples
and tbelr power to convince others.

\

2. The Easter faith is intimately concern
with dsily humgn life. _ ’
a. It has given peonle an assurance of
eternal life which has ensbled them to
stand by their con victlons ress rﬂ&§§§ of
denger., From such people have coma those
who have had the most lasting influence on
history.
Y. The Easter falth gives assurance of
ultimate triumph oyer. hardship and affliecs

Bl s

t i. on. T R DR AR T

¢. The Egster faith gives assurance of

mmorbalitv,‘fhﬂ$ OVQTCZEEEE;Eb?”peﬁT of
death,and Fh)s assurisg one of meeting
loved ones and friends who have gone throug

death TH A the Bastoer faith.

3. The first of these two main facts,
thot Christ actually aro ey is the he=rt
and substance of Lgstar.ﬂ s what we mean
when we use the term "the Easter faith.
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4. The second of these two main facts,
that the Easter faith is intimately concerned
with deily humen life, is the thing we're
trying to emphg

SEsthtefantisehope-wivon S
wm\‘ otday we will try to be meung.
factual, YAVsaxe. specific, in relating the

Easter faith to everyday living.

II. Living the Christian life.

1. Our text f§PPWs the passage in Mark
which tells how the discinles became convinced
that the resurrsction actually took place,
This text gives in a brief summary, in a
few words, the life of the disciples from
thet point onward. The first few words of
the text are: "and they went forth and
preached everywhere."

2. Following the national, convention of

the American Legion Zeret armiafe) (1950) Eari

Cocke, Jr., the newly-elected nationsl
commaneder of the Legion, visited EﬂéﬁﬁﬁSESﬂﬂ\
and many other commnities large and small
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throughout the nation. On s visit he inevi-
tably was expected to make a speech, and
almost invariably the newspaper sccount

of a speech by him revealed the he spoke
chiefly on one subject, the need for a mili-
tarily strong America. However, Commender
Cocke's views along these lines were not just
his personal ones, but the official ones of
the Legion, =nd the orivste ones of a lerge
varf of the Legion's individual members.,

The commender's message wasn't particularly
new where he spoke, because individual
legionaires in those places had been expoundin
the geme views at every good opnortunity,
almost daily.

3. 3ach is the nature of real Christian
faith, of true Christian living. The example
of the Supreme Commander, Jesus, in His life,
‘teaching, resurrection, is important. The
observence snd remembrance of special days
in His life, like Christmas, Good Friday,
and Easter, has value. Nevertheless, by far
the most important thing is the daily 1ife and
witness of esch individual believer, every




ments in interracial relations.

Within a ten-year period thirty-one new churches were
established, serving a dozen racial and interracial groups. At
least six new churches are now being erected. The Advance for
Christ and His Church has furnished some funds, but members of
the local congregations are giving generously for their own and
their neighbors’ needs. They have adopted two objectives of
their own, in addition to those of the Advance, “the pattern of
habitual attendance at the services of worship™ and ““a doubling
of membership in three years” through emphasis upon and
training in evangelism. These Christians of Hawaii are witness:
ing for Christ today just as those described in I John 1:3:

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye
also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

* NO, 8503 A-C PRESS LITHO IN U.S.A. PICTURE @ PROVIDENCE LIIMDGIIPH.CO.




Sermons

New ‘Testameht -

Mark 3
16 :1=20 : o

day through the years, each in his own
circumstances and locality, each in his own
manner. When our text says "they went forth
and pre=ched everywhere," it doesn't mean
thet e.ch one preache& everywhere, t with
each doing so in his own circumstances =nd
place the message did reach everywhere.

Such is your task and mine.

b, Now, let's mention a few specific
vays in which each of us, you and I, can
live daily Christian lives, or "presch"
Christianity where we are. As we do this,
it would be well for e=ch of us honestly,
very hon~stly, to examine gelf anéﬂaggﬁ
eilently, in the hearing of God, \each quastio

a. At home is the bestplace to begin
daily Christian life. Are the jokes, the
stories, the entertainment, such that we
honestly think they are wholesome, =ccep-
table in any company, pure in the eyess of
God? Do we strive to overlook the annoy-
ances, the hard work, the disappointment,

and try to be cogperative, pleassnt, helfful
to the other?k even as to most ountsiders?
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Do we eng=ge in conduct, of eating, drinkin

other physical hsbits, which ig at thecwo#kt
not harmful and at the best actuslly good
for the body? Do we give God some attentio
regularly, throush table blessings, family
devétionals, Bible reading, regular persona
preyer, preparation for participating in
church snd other community relisious
events? If we can answar "yes" to all of
hege, then we are truly living Christianit
at home daily. For each "no" we have to
answer, that much are we missing the goal
of reel Christianity, of truly witnessing
to the Easter faith.

b'@.ﬁmﬂnny of the same question

might app1§$%s for ou mes, but with
some additi“nalfb“’m ?g honest to %ﬁ%%vé
SRI8Yor or SRRPE ca, truthful, giving

honest value, whether it'j labor ,or merchan

dise or thér protection % servite, on—tho~
,gnhﬁg Is our language, cdnduct, attitude
Christian; do we really vractice the Golden

Rule? ' Again, where the answer is an honest
"no," we are in need of a more sincere
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effort at practice of the Easter faith.
Where we say "yes," we owe God thanks for
allowine us to come closer to Him.

¢. What about our witnessing for Him
in our leisure, recreational, organization,
life? Most of the same questions apndy
that we have mentioned for home end the
Job, with a bit sdditionsl. Do we actually
refresh our minds ond bodies in our re-—
creation so that we are better fitted for
pleasant home life and so can do a better
Job? Or is our recrestion of wx a type
we are ashame}to have the neighbors lmow,
which lesves a headache or parhggs a
hangover, which imparts an inwar: sense
of dirt and cheapness? If it is the Tirst
tyve, it's Christian; if the latter, then
you don't really have recrestion, and you
don't understend the true meening of the
Eoster faith.

5. Such are the areas in wich daily wifines
ing to Christ should apply, homey job end
recreation. These aress cover all of life.
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No person is perfect. If you have .nswered
all these questions "yes" and feel vretty
good ebout it, you are probably a lier.
If you have had to asnwer "no" to many, you
are surely a truthful person. If the =nsef¥
\ to much of this questioning is "no, but with
. Cod's help I'm going to do my best o improve,
gnd through faith in Jesus I'm going to do
better," then you know what the Eester faith
means.

I1T1. Working with the Lord.

1. An elderly man, a schbol teacher ty
profession, was advised by his doctor to
g0 to' a high e‘ltitudeuiﬂ{ﬂ relatively dry
climate. He chose Wyoming, and Bet = teaching
job in the state. He had slways been active
in his church. PFinding quite a few families
in the grea where he went, and no church to
serve them, he orgenized = Sanday School, then
another. He had a local prescher's license
in the Methodist Church, 2 license which
anyone may obtain by studying and satisf-ctori
reporting on the Bible and 4 particular other
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books,K' he is recommended by his local

chufch.\éﬁd which gives one the right to
preachs Hs begen holding Sunday worship,

or ﬂhnrcb-qprvices, doing the preasching
himself; yet msking the church authorities
mtowSﬁn&~e*$egula£l¥_ordd&ﬂeé~mlnma¢ar. As

a2 result of his work in this w-y there is
now a new Methodist charge in Wyoming which
~tU”f?vv~4kngﬁxuMgx&:r“g“nwn+-anumﬂ1;1

.ﬂaﬁﬁLeaee% buildings, ' steadily ex~
vending. This teacher, responsible for all
this, did 1ittle presching in his original
state, Florida, tut attended church regularly
snd took part in the church's sctivities.
When the need was shown him in Wroming,
however, he met the challenge and did much
goo@. Do you think he conld have founded

the new congregations if his personal living
in his job and in his leisure had not been
of a Christian type. Cdrtainly not! Do

you think he could have brought the benefits
of a church to a new community if he himself
had not first been familiar with and convinced
of the value of the worship of God in chureh?
Surely not.
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2.Qur text tells u3 ing the post-
Egaster life and work of the disciple®™that
"the Lord worked with them and confirmed
the message by the signs that attended it."
From many New Testament references we kmow
that these disciples gought the Lord frequent
in public worship, and in prévate Preyer and
devotlons. We know, too, that Jesus, who
is the Lord of Easter and of the Baster
faith, regularly attended public worship.
"And on the Sabbath He went into the syna-
cogue as was Hig custom." We know that
Jesus also worshipred in orivate, and prayed
muche@n the might that he was seized and
condemned, he was taken prisoner. in Geth~
semane, a garden where He had gone to pray.

3. So from Jesus, from His immediste
disciples.??%om observation of present 1ife,
we Tnow that both public worship and private
vorBhip are aspects of the Christian 1ife, mal
the best way of realizing that the Lordx is
with us. Without regular worghdp, both at
church and privately according to individual
pogsibilities, we cannot be Brue to the
Easter Faith,
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Conclusion:
1. Observance of Easter is important,
even as we are doing today.

2. Put it quickly loses its importance

and hecomes a farce unless its message ine
epires us to everyday Christian livine.
Christis=nity, dmmortality by the grace and
én the pattern of Jesus, is not 2 one-day-
a-year, or a few-deys-asyear, matter. It
is an everyday, serious, most worthwhile
matter.

3. Observance of ¥=ster and scceptance
f its message nnceqjit tes a Christian way
of l ife, dail} snd constantly iadﬁul¢&bﬁlﬁ¢¢

L8« w/whmﬂ& W 1R wﬂt*«.:‘lm MJ
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