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Toric: With christ Around the World.

ext: Mark 14:26 --t"and when they had
ng a hymn, they went out."

Proposition: One can go around the
world with Christ in that he Hinds
Qhristians worshipping everywhere and
n that there is human need evervwhere
to which he can Jowously give service
in Christ's name.

Dates written: Sept.30-0ct.1,1960.

Places and dates used:
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Mark ,14:22-31 CITEEE

Introduction:

1. Some of vou have travelled a
ood deal. Perhaps you have even been
around the world and can tell stories
of interesting countries and peoples.
The experiences of long trips away
.“rom home seem to stick with us vividly

If on such trips we find at each
place a guide to show us the points
of interest and to explain loecal
customs we g2t much more from such a
trip. A native guide who can sepak
your language well enough to communi-
cate effectively with you can enrlch

.a trin tremendously.

Bugt e
o ASLue. & in terms of today's
tggf” myith ™ Q%Q%Q% Around the World,"

we are not tryving to.make Christ a

traveller when he wasn't. 'In his

earthly 1life he stayed pretty much in

one small part of the world. He can

not be described hxxxkx hs h.ving been
.a world traveller.

4. Bven so, he is an excellent guide
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Mark.lu 22-31 : TR

or the world traveller. He shows how
to respect and love people evervwhere
how to gain their respect and friend-
ship, how to receive from them that
.which they can give and teach.

5. As we travel we find that there
are people in all parts of the world

who love and respect Christ, and who
are Christians.

6. There are, then, many ways in
which with accuracy we can use the
phrase "with Christ around the world."

I. We find that Fhrlst is worsh_pned
around the world, as thlsﬁ ommunion

.day suggasts

1. We are gware of the Roman Catho-
liec form of Christian worship. Cen-
tering in Ttaly, it is found in
most countries of thé world,., Belgium,
France, Spain are strong Roman Catholic
countries of Turope. We think of

- almost all of the Latin American coun-
.trlas as being strongly Roman Catholic,
so that when Brazilia, the new capitol

of Rrazil,was opened a few months ago
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Mark 14 22-31 : 2

. Targe outdoor nicsht mass was said as
part of the official ceremonies. TIn
the Phillipines the catholiecs are num-
erous. In almost every part of the

rld there is at least a smattering
f Roman Catholicism,(a jestimony to

0 nissionary zeal ywhich we can
not halp but admire evep\though we may

.isagr with their beliefs in many

'ays.

2. Protestantism 1s less than 1/3 of
the size of Catholiecism, when you count
total numbers of believers. ¥mkx The
stronghold of the Protestant Christian
outlook, numerically, probably is the

United States. Vef Germany, the Scandi-
avian countries, gﬁé;ﬁﬁxxanﬂ others
f the Turopean countries of ecourse

have strong Protestant grouns, and

are often the leaders in sound theo-
ogical thinking. Our own Methodist
rhurch has missions in many countries

in al11 parts of the globe. By agreement

with other denominations we are not

in mission work in some cecountries and
hey xmxk in turn do not work in the
countries where we have missions. But
211 Protestant work is not just the
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.'e_sﬁ’c‘”d f on-the-spot mission workers,
Tn many countries the Protestant
churches are truly indigéneous, or

composed of and mun by the native
.e0p~1es.~ : : .

3. Besides traditional Boman Catho-
licism and independent Protestantism,
-here are in parts of the wordid other
orms of Christianity. e think of
the Mar-Thoma church of nopthern India,
It is a truly christian church, the
origins of which are shrouded in histor]
but which. the natives say was founded
by Thomas, the disciple of Jesus.

In parts of Asia minor, such as in

Ethiopia, there are various "old
atholie" churches, also claiming

to Bave been founded by Paul or one

of the disciples. Most of us are

familiar with the Russian Orthodox

church, perhaps now having been degrad-

.ed to the point of ¥weing a tool of

the Communist state. The Greek Ortho-

dox church is familiar to us, beeatse-

<
g -own.__community.monthly

. - : ,;\4,
.s.eme—s—&%b.eld. KN h&'lr‘w'm ok’ L,u(’f \|

COMMY IS\ B\\ WUl ds v cveece
4, The point we are making is that
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.'PIE?_E Ts some sort of Christian worship
almost wherever you go. If.you will °
seek to understand the spirit of such
wobship you will find at the core of

ach form, of each church, a love of
and respect for Jesus thrist. Trmaly
in this sense you can be with Christ
Around the World.

. 5, Not always is it safe to be
a Christian, In the old days, Xmx
¢k immediately after Christ's ascen-
sion, and often for several hundred
years afterwards, it was difficult
and dangerous to worship Christ.
The symbol of the fish, repraesenting
the first letters of the Greek words
standing for the phrase "Jesus Christ,
Son of God, Savior", was the secret
symbol by which Christians identified
themselves one to another. The term
catacombs has come to signify a place

.of_‘ hidéng. Tt actually refers to
underground cavas and tombs in Rome

where Christians gathered secretly

to worship. But all danger in being

a Christian has not passed away.

Tn Rdd China and other Communist and

dietatorial countries it is still
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‘Mark\14:22-31 6

angerous to be a Christian. Freedom
of worship and thought can not be
tolerated when it leads one to suestion
the government that is denyine to

eople their basic rights to 1life ,

iberty,and happiness; so the -
govepmments of some countries persecute
Christians still+ (\EX recmant news

.arti \e from Berlin\telling of an

east-German protest Rgainst the
sounds om g Billy Graham tent meeting
some  hu

governnent olds. o)
Christfian thought.

6. As we go around the world with
hrist it is good to see that this .
suppression of and danger for Christian
worship is not everywhere. Some of
the most beautiful and greatest
buildings in the world are ones for
hristian worship. . Notre.Dame in
Paris and other great cathedrals can
be cited.

7. But not only ean the. traveller
ind Christians worshipping under _
conditions of beauty. They also worship

A
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‘1 places of f1lfth and squalor at
times. This efthen is because as we
tpavel we find that

I. There are peopnles in need around
he world whom mor~ fortunate Christians
can and should help.

k59 -egr—iea$}et=enveb&pe—ﬁcrftvﬂay

e e SRR
r——Gh@isiian_giningf~ The. # a
Methodist Boys Town housing 200 home-

ldss bhoys on Chinoo-Do (True Friend
Tsland), Korea. A typhonn camé along
and destroyed the home, but safety
for the.boys was found in an escape
.ower whieh had been built against just
such an emergency, with funds supplied
by Methodist Commission on Overseas
Relief Punds from yorld-wide communion

‘f‘femnas.
earthnu4ke'ggx

nxnfxﬂixx of May 1960 in.Chile..
ities sinking, 1slah@s being broken
in two with hu%f ravinQ§ across them,
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.iﬁai waves that destroyved kmmekx homes
and life up to 2 miles inland from
the beachessy Hew earthquake-proof
homes sliding down hills =mxxkRexkikk
th the hills on which they were built;
new volcanoes vaining destructive
ash on nearby cities; the destruction
of faetories and other job cenbers;
.gold driving winter rains and other
ad weather following the quakes,
making 1ife more miserable for the
peoples. All this was part of the
Chilean scane. But heln came from
all around the world{ Gigantie
American Globemaster pnlanes with
helpful and friendly crews, carrying
large loads of needed supplies) Jrave
American churches
sendlng blankets food, money, wene
“heres Among xhxmxxxxz th{2 help was
food from Christian Rurual Overseas
Program, CROP, supnorted by our own
mothodist MCOR and the interdenominatio-
nal Church orld Service organization.
heraxizgxmesctx i

. 3. We need not think that the only
Mo
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s among peonle we don't know. Omr ,
own bovs and girls roing into the
military services find themselves ._§§
in communities in this country and in

arts of th@ world where temptations

0 which they are unaccustomed are
great. The government, the Rdd Cross
and other agencies do -what they can
.to provide recreation, hobbies, travel,
and other heln for spare time hours.

The service chaplains do a good job
of reaching the men, or at least try
to, but there are not enough chaplains.
In areas where military installations
exist the churches need to provide
much more adequate special attention
for the religious. and moral needs of
"ﬁhe serviceman. We have a chance to
nelp through .such things as our regular
mission giving, and through 1/2 of our
speclal offering today, which will
o to help churches near military
nstallations and to help our commission
on chanlains.

4, We need not wonder what Christ
would do for these people, both those
in need overseas and here at home,

if they are in need. The Scikiptures
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|
.are full of incidents which reveal
Christ'!s love, compassion and help for
the unfortunate. He is not here with
us now, in the flesh, though, and so
le depends on you and me to ﬂp his
tasks here. Can there be any doubt
as to our resronse with our PTayers,
food, elothing and money?

ITT? This World-Wide Communioh special
day helps point out strongly the woer-
wide nature of Christ. -

1. The famous German pastor,
Martin Niemoller was long a pastor in
German concentration camps in the
World War II period. He tells of an
experience near the end of that time.
He writes that "A Dutech eabinet
minister, two Norwegian shippers, a
British major from the Indian army,

a Yugoslavian diplomat, and a Mace-
.donian journalist constituted .the
small congregation for which, for the
first time after sevemm and a half
years, I conducted a religious service.
It was on Christmas Eve in 1944,
during post arrest in the Dachau
conecentration camp. Since all six =R
members of the congregation spoke
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olorablv good German, thelr under-
standing d4id not present great diffi-
culties. Tndeed, we sang our German
chorals with a zest and joy to be found
n few congregations of our homeland.
ur conergation, moreover, was almost
as rich in denominations zm® as in
nationalitiess - Calvinists, Lutherans,
.Anglloanq and Greek Orthoddx found
themselves together here -- nearly
all isolated individuals who were cut
of f and separated from their religious
communities as much as from their
families and friends. What else was
left to us than to put into practice
now, as well as we understood it, the
una sancta, the one Holy Church, and
ito gather together around God's word?
Nay, what else was left to us than also
to celebrate our Lor?'s Supper?
Indeed we did it, and all of us rejoiced
with all our hearts in the communion
that united us as disecinles of the same
Teacher and Savior., "

5>, This discovery of a grhun of
olitical Drisoners is what World

Communion Sundav is all about. Harold
R. Fey writes "The observance

J e
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&1“ World Communion Sunday is the first
and as vet the only aetion in whieh a
considerable share of the 137,000,000

Protastants on earth coneciously and
imultaneous affirm their unity. They
do so in thankful recognition that
everywhere, as the earth turns on its
axis to bring one land after another
to face the sun, Christians 1ift. their
eyes to the Son of God in ackno¥ledge-
ment of a fellowship which includes
all who take the name of Christ. ...
This should be the most meaningful
communion of the year. On this day
the walls of the upper room melt away
and we all sit at t=ble with the Master
“World Communion Sunday takes a

.stap in the direction toward which
every observance of the Lord's Supper
points. Its affirmation of Christian
quidarity is certain to strengthen
in Protestants a sense of common 1life,
of mutuality, of holy fellowship in
the church of Christ., Its wide ex-
Tension will be rich in the fruits of
the %pirlt 1

.Con clusion:
1. Christ indded is all over the
World .

p >
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.‘2. 80 is human need. As Christ sees
this need he asks his legs, arms and
hands -- you and me -- to help those
in nead, To the degree that we

.now His presence in our hearts so we
give of ourselves and our possessions.

3. In Mark, from which we read today,
the account of the last supper ends
with the words "and when they had sung
a hymn they went out to the Mount of
Olivese! - "When they had sung a hymn
they went out."” This has suggested
to Christians through the ages that
to commune with Christ is such a joyful
thing that you want to sing about it.
Christians have communed together and

.then gone singing to deaths a8 martyrs.
Christians have communad together, and
then gone singing to serve on mission
fields the world over. . Christians have
communed together and then gone singing

@in their hearts into their everyday
lives.

4, " hen we have communed today
let us sing because we feél 1like
singing. We c-n have the joyous feeling
that we are indeed going out from
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.-Eﬁis Tord!s house and His ftable to .
go around the world with christ. c“ome
of usm may go in person, but most of
us will have to go through our gifts.

.But we can go with Christ around the
world.,
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