
l1i th Jesus in the ','ilder-
ness . 

1I1ext : MPrk l : 12 -llThe Spirit 
immediately drove hie out into the 
wilderness . 11 

Pronosition : lllien Mesus , or the 
Spirit of God, is in his heart 
a person \dll triumph over life 1 s 
1ilderness e~eriences of strug~le 
and tem"YJtation. 

DRte writ d> An : J3ll. 7, 1956. 
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'I?troduqtion: 
1 S . t .• 1 t • • crip ure recapivu.a ion. 
2. I t may be that our Scrip-

tural account of Christ ' s wilder­
ness experience holds for us sor:ie 
revelation of how we may success­
fully triumph over our wilderness 
of struu£;le Pnd temptat i on. 

3. In our living we frequently 
feel hopelessly lost and helpless 
amid life ' s wilderness of struggle 
rind tem)tation. I f we remember 
that Christ f~ced similar problem.a 
we can in thou.eht walk with 1'.:irrn 
~mid his wilderness and he with 
us in the t·rilderness of our life. 
So , we are thi nking alon~ the 
theme of 11 With Chri st in the 

· 1d 11 wi erness . 
I. Wilderness experi ences Pre 
often nreceded by Parent snirituPl 
exneri~nce~ . 

1 . Such wr-is the case ·with the 
Master. His baptism preceded 
his ~·J'ilderness exuerience. I t 
was < t his br.iptism thrit 11 he sn1 
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· .t.1c her-vens opened and the Spirit 
descending upon him like a dove; 
end a voice crune fron heaven, 
' Thou n.rt my beloved Son ; with 
Thee I run well pleased. 1 11 It 
was here that he was assured of 
his st~tus in life , a status thet 
would thrill , challenge , and 
inspire anyone . Yet , we nre told 
that 11 the Spirit immediately 
doove him out into the wilderness , 
and he uas in the wilderness forty 
deys , tempted by Sa.tan; and he 
\l'as with the uild bensts ; 11 

2. In our lives, too, we fre­
quently find that the tempting 
or seemingly hopeless expertences 
of life come elmost immediately 
on the heels of the fine and good 
experiences : 

a . A story in lighter vein 
th t illustr~tes this is that 
of the MDn who after many yea.rs 
of separation from and leek 
o: lblowledge of the whereabouts 
of an old friend suddenly ran 
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- ~ ·acro-ss him [lt a meeting which 

they' were ettending. After the 
joyful greetings , for the~r hsC. 
been close friends , he began 
cetching up on the p8st of his 
old friend, and nrturelly 
q_uestioned, 11 How is your ·wife? 11 

11 She 1 s in heaven, 11 replied the 
friend . Feeling the joy of 
the reunion dimmin-o; quickly, 
he tried to say something appro_ 
riate , and cmne out with, 11 0h, 
I'm sorry. 11 Then he realized 
ttP.t w~1 s not the thing to say , 
so he added_, 11 I mean, I ' m gl d . 11 

Thnt was even ·1orse . He finally 
c2me out with 11 Well , I'm sur­
prised. 11 From o f i rst flush of 
.joy at reunion with P friend he 
w·as very quickly in P confused 
Pnd unhnpny state . 

b . Joyful reunioi;. with 2% 
dear friedd of the post is n. 
real spiritual experience . But , 
going nore deeply , \re cen point 
to such occPsions as th~ t of 
the young ~1e~ns '"t tending for 
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tho first time a church woek­
long asse:r.ibly or camp. T'ne pro­
grnm is excellent, the spiritual 
uylift is reel , ond the youth 
finds God n reality . Returning 
home at the end of the '\',·eek he 
finds tempt~tion and struggle 
all around in ~ll effort to 
~ppl~r to daily living the great 
concepts and presence which he 
has just discovered. 

c . So it goes . Life has its 
mountain- top experiences , when 
we know God is reel , when 
en,joyment is at its peak, \·1hen 
,.,e are all ar:;low. But quickl:v 
there follows the descent to 
the valley of life ' s everyd2yJglr 
nroblems, struggles and temp­
tations . By contrast with the 
heights just experienced these 
dips into the valley seer.'l low, 
dreary and hopeless indeed. 
3. Yet , even in the "slough of 

desr)ond , 11 rs the oet h s nmned 
this experience, the christien 
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.l:i.?:.ds comfort in the fact that 
Je~us , too , knl_ew this ch2r,aie.~~~ 1 c_ 
truth of life a.nd experienced it . 
Not only the wilderness efter the 
bapti sm, but he knew the pai n of 
the cross very shortly ["fter the 
joy of the first Palm Sunday. When 
ha( ene~bers thes~~~- i n his 
own tria s "·· christi· ·!'l'"Crm indeect 
feel thl.:t he has c 1 d1.y , ' < nd is 
11i:li th Jesus in the uilderness . 11 

II .. Th0 ower thF1t c:=iusP.d. thP- p_;rer-t 
sni:i:-i ti.v~l f!xner i ences i~ thP onfl 
t h8t helus t riumoh ovar the temnt~­

tio11s ~nd s tru.g.o:l ~s of .thA ~ilcler­
ness . 

1. In ~ur Scripture , Jesus ex­
perienced the Spirit at h i s baptism­
I t i1<:> s this same Spi rit that 
caused him to tm.ierGo the wildernes 
experi ence . But in the d l derness 
Satan, not the Suirit , tomuted, - ... 
says Mark.. Mnrk describes the 
source of the strength that enPbled 
Jesus to overcome the tel!lptation 
b, r sayi ng 11 1'nd the cngels mi nisterd 
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.. 
. '.t~ him: 11 In other uords , though 

God w ntad him to be tested, to 
exercise \·lill~power by resisting 
tem9tation, God still gve him 
companionshi p end strength to 
meet the ordeal . Jesus needed onl~ 
the earnest desire to ovl!ecome 
t he temptation and to make ~ real 
effort. From that :i;oint on he hnd 
help , or so I interpret the even~s . 

2 . An r>dmirine; !.roman member of 
< congregation stoppP-d to speak to 
the ministe~ ~t the close of ser­
vice one Sunday morni ng. 11 Reverenc 
I thou.qoht you ought to know thrt 
I come to these Sr)rvices onl;­
becruse of your sermons . They are 
so uonderful th t you ought to 
h.:ive them published in a book. 11 

11 O, I don 1 t know, 11 replied tne 
. . t 11 I t minis er. 3l!l no sure my 

sermons deserve thrt much ntten­
tion . Perhans theY will be nub-- ., -
lished pos t - hu.mously . 11 11 Well , 
then ~' Sf\id the ·101~en enthusiasti­
c<")ll:r, 11 I hope that will bA real 
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, II · s9on. 
f' . Ministers know thGt kind 

and friendly churc~" peo1)le cr'n 
lift their spirits quickly with 
since~e ~on,G.,~iments on their 
work. ~~now..sf.qually well 
how effectively t.::1e s:.:>L1e good 
people cnn symputheticPlly but 
efficiently prick the bruloon 
of pride "1en e. yields to the 
temptation to let the con;liment~ 
mDl<:e him unduly proud ~nd pom­
pous . 

b . Much more is it true that 
Gt>d, \·!h6 is with us in our 
best moments , is 2lso with us 
in life ' s darkest times m1d 
most tempestuous struggles. 
Often he seems to use these lot-; 
periods to hel"'l us ove1·come the 
fnlse pride ~ nd 'l:1rong atti tud.es 
we often assume when we have 
too much succes3 and too few 
reverses . He is ,.,i th us before, 
within and in conquering over 
the wildernesses of life. 





3. Just as God t1as with Jesus 
i ·n his baptism and. i!l his ~'lilder­
ness experience , so God in Jesus 
is with us in all of life ' s ex­
periences, if we will but let 
him be . 
Conclu~ion : 

1. Gre~t spiritual experiences 
often pr13CE'de our worst valley, 
or wilderness , experiences . 

2. But God, who allous these 
things of both kinds to hap9en, 
is with us c-s the Christ and helps 
trimnph over the struggles and 
temptations. if ·1e will just 
acceut him end mHke a sincere 
effO\t ourselves . 

J. As with Jesus , the Spirit 
rn0y drive us out into the wilder­
ness , but it also will send the 
engels to minister to us, as to 
him, the c-ngels of righteousness 
· nd happiness . 

4. When Je~us , or the Spirit 
of God, is in his heart ~ person 
ilill triumph over life~s rild.er.-i 
........ =c:::i:;,~ 
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· ness exoeriences of struggle or 

temptation. ~,~~ 
i:',. Tb.is doesn 1 t mEH"nA~~ will 

be relieved of ei -:-.her s ·~t{J_ggle 
or temT)tt=ttion. but thc:it ~ will 
find a. T..·rny to meet them 8onfi­
den tly ~nd joyously , not yieldi~ 
to t1 em. Jesus is with you in 
the wildernesses of life . 
5. As Caroline Atherton knson, 

182J-1R90 wrote : 
GOD Inmws BEST 

Whichever wey the wind doth blow, 
Some heart is glad to hrive it so ; 
Then blow it east or blow it west , 
The wind tha t bl m·rs , that wind is 

best. 

My little craft sails not alone; 
A thousend fleets fror.i every zone 
Are out u~on a thousand seP.s; 
WhA.t blows for one a favorite 

breeze 
Mif:ht dash another, \·ri th the shock 
Of doom, u~on some hidden rock, 
.And so I do not dnre to prPy · 
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· Jr.or inds to 1·wft me on my wey, 
But le:ve it to ~Higher Will 
To st:::iy or speed me, trusting stil: 
Th~t all is well, and sure th~t He 
Who launched my bark will sailti: 

with me 
Through storm ~nd calm, and. uill 

not fail , 
Wh tever breezes may prev~il, 
To lond me , every peril past , 
Within His sheltering heeven at 

1: st . 

Then, ·whatsoever wind doth blow, 
lw heart is gl~a to h~vo it so ; 
And blow it er>st or blow it west, 
The wind that blows, th£..t t·!ind 

is best. 

(In Mast~rnieces of Re~iq-ious 
Verse , Harper and J3ro the rs , J'emes 
Dal ton l•lorrison, editor, 1948, 
p . 80.) 

6. Yes , if you will strive in 
thought and sympathy nnd sp~rtt 
to be with Christ in the wilder-
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· · nesses o~ His life, you will 
becone awcre that He is with you 
in the 1illerness"8!il experiences of 
your life, helping you conquer 
o'fer them. 
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