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Mheme:  With Jesus in the Wilder-
‘ness.

Text: Merk 1:12 -LThe Spirit
immediately drove him out into the
wilderness,"

Pronosition: When Yesus, or the
Spirit of God, is in hig heart

a person will triumph over life's
wilderness emperiences of struggle
end temptation.

Date writéen: Jen. 7, 1956.
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- Introduction:
1. Seripture recapitulation.

2. It mgy be that our Serip-
tural account of Christ's wilder-
ness experience holds for us some
revelation of how we may success-
fully triumph over our wilderness
of struszgle and temptation.

3. In our living we frequently
feel hopelessly lost end helpless
amid life's wilderness of strugele
and temptation. If we remember
that Christ faced similar problems
we cen in thought walk with Rim
emid his wilderness and he with
us in the wilderness of our life.
S0, we are thinking alons the
theme of "With Christ in the
wilderness.

mﬂ.mm_w |
gﬁjgn preceded by sreat spirituel
Sxperiences.

1., Such was the case with the
Master. His beptism preceded
his wilderness experience. It
was at his baptism that "he sew
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“the hecvens epened 2nd the Spirit
descending upon him like & dove;
end a voice came from heaven,
'Thou art my beloved Son; with
Thee I am well pleased.' " It
was here thet he was assured of
his status in life, a2 status thet
would thrill, challenge, and
inspire anyone. Yet, we are told
that "the Spirit immediately
dpove him out into the wilderness,
end he wes in the wilderness forty
days, tempted by Saten; and he
was with the wild beasts;"

2. In our lives, too, we fre-
quently find that the tempting
or seemingly hopeless experkénces
of life come almost immediately
on the heels of the fine eand good
experiences:

2. A story in lighter vein
that illustrates this is thet
of the men who after many years
of separation from and lack
of knowledge of the whereabouts
of an old friend suddenly ran
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. across him at a meeting which
they were attending. After the
" joyful greetings, for they had
been close friends, he begen
cetching up on the past of his
old friend, and naturelly
questioned, "How is your wife?"
"She's in heawen," replied the
friend., Feeling the Jjoy of

the reunion dimming quickly,

he tried to szy something appro
riate, and came out with, "Oh,
I'm sorry." Then he realized
that was not the thing to sgy,
s0 he added, "I meen, I'm gl=d,"
That was even worse., He finally
came out with "Well, I'm sur-
prised." PFrom 2 first flush of
Joy at reunion with & friend he
was very quickly in 2 confused
and unhappy state.

b. Joyful reunion with ax
dear friedd of the past is a2
real spiritual experience. But,
going more deeply, we can point
to such occasions as that of
the young pex®ns a2ttending for
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. the first time a church week-
long sssembly or cemp. The pro-
grem is excellent, the spiritusl
uplift is reel, and the youth
finds God a reality. Returning
home at the end of the week he
finds temptetion and struggle
2ll around in s effort to
epply to daily living the great
concepts and presence which he
has just discovered.

c. So it goes. Life has its
mountain-top experiences, when
we know God is reel, when
enjoyment is at its peak, when
we are all aglow. But quickly
there follows the descent to
the valley of life's everydeyxmr
problems, struggles and temp-
tations, By contrast with the
heights just experienced these
dips into the va2lley seem low,
dreary end hopeless indeed,

3. Yet, even in the "slough of

despond," =8 the »oet hes named
this exnerience, the christien
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;f}pds comfort in the fact that
Jesus, too, kn§ew this charuhc\s.&m
truth of life and experienced it.
Not only the wildesness after the
beptism, but he knew the pain of
the cross very shortly after the
joy of the first Pelm Sunday. VWhen

hafgemembers these in his
own triz tan indeed
feel thet he has cor " and is

"with Jesus in the wilderness.'

I1I. The power that caused the grest
spiritusl experiences is the one
thet helps triumph over the tempto-~

i an ey of wilder-
nesg. ‘

1. In éur Seripture, Jesus ex-
perienced the Spirit at his baptism
It wes this same Spirit that
caused him to undergo the wildernes
experience. But in the wilderness
Saten, not the Spirit, tempted,
says Mark, Merk describes the
source of the strength that ensbled
Jesus to overcome the temptation
by saying "end the angels ministerd
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.60 him." 1In other words, though
God wanted him to be tested, to
exércise willaspower by resisting
temptation, God still swe him
companionship and strength to
meet the ordeal. Jesus needed onl;
the earnest desire to ovkecoeme
the temntation and to mzke a2 real
efforte From that point on he had
help, or so I interpret the evengs,

2. An 2dmiring woman member of
a congregation stopped to speak to
the minister at the close of ser-
vice one Sundsy morning. "Reveren
I thought you ought to know thet
I come to these services only
because of your sermons. They are
g0 wonderful that you ought to
have them published in & book,"
"O, I don't know," replied the
minigter. "I am not sure my
sermons deserve that much atten-
tion. Perhaps they will be pub-
lished post-humously." "Well,
then! said the women enthusiasti-
cally, "I hope that will be real
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.moon."

2, Ministers know that kind
end friendly church peopnle cen
1ift their spirits quickly with
sinceag com,{}ments on their
work.-lﬁﬁﬁﬁaknows qually well
how effectively the same good
people can sympatheticelly but
efficiently prick the balloon
of pride $hen'Whe yieldsto the
temptation to let the compliment:
make him unduly proud and pom-
pous.

b. Much more is it true that
God, whe 1s with us in our
best moments, is elso with us
in 1life's derkest times and
most tempestuous struggles.
Often he seems to use these low
periods to heln us overcome the
false pride and wrong attitudes
we often assume when we have
too much success and too few
reverses. He is with us before,
within and in conquering over
the wildernesses of life,
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' 3. Just as God was with Jesus
in his beptism and in his wilder-

ness experience, so God in Jesus
is with us in 2all of life's ex-

periences, if we will but let
him Dbe.

Conclusion:

l. Great spirituel experiences
often precede our worst valley,
or wilderness, experiences.

2, But God, who allows these
things of both kinds to happen,
is with us as the Christ and helps
triumph over the struggles and
temptetions, if we will Jjust
accept him and meke a sincere
effot ourselves.

3. As with Jesus, the Spirit
may drive us out into the wilder-
ness, but it also will send the
engels to minister to us, as to
him, the angels of righteousness
=nd heppiness.

4, When Jesus, or the Spirit
of God, is in his heart a person
will triumph over lifeds wilders

X
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" hess exneriences of %truggle or

temptation.
2. This doesn't memn & will
be relieved of either s gle

or temptation, but that will
find 2 way to meet them Confi-
dently and joyously, not yieldin
to them. Jesus is with you in
the wildernesses of life.
5. As Caroline Atherton Mason,
1823-1290 wrote:
GOD KNOWS BEST
Whichever way the wind doth blow,
Some heart is glad to have it so;
Then blow it east or blow it west,
The wind that blows, that wind is
best.

My little craft sails not alone;

A thousand fleets from every zone

Are out upon a thousand seas;

What blows for one a favorite
breeze

Might dash snother, with the shock

Of doom, upon some hidden rock,

And so I do not dare to pray






“THEEE 11913 cscerunseasedl
+ For winds to waft me on my way,
But leave it to a2 Higher #ill
To stay or speed me, trusting stil:
Thet ell is well, and sure that He
Who launched my bark will sailg
with me
Through storm and celm, and will
not fail,
Whatever breezes may prevail,
To land me, every peril past,
Within His sheltering heaven at
lasgt.

Then, whatsoever wind doth blow,

My heart is glad to have it so;

And blow it east or blow it west,

The wind that blows, thet wind
is best.

(In Masternieces of Relizious
Yerse, Harper and Brothers, Jemes
Dalton Morrison, editor, 1948,
p. 80.)

6. Yes, if you will strive in
thought and sympathy and spiett
to be with Christ in the wilder—
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“nésseé of His life, you will

become aware thet He is with you
in the willlernesseg experéénces of

your life, helping you conquér
ofer them,






