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' Scripture: Mark 8:22-26,
Q‘opic:‘ Again and Again,

~ Text: Mark 8:25 -- "Then again he

- laid his hands upon his eyes; and he

@lccked intently and was restored, and
saw everything clearly."

Proposition: Again and again each
individual needs the help, forgiveness
.and assurances of Jesus, and Jesus will
give them when the individual seeks

and asks them.

Dates written: Feb, 21-24, 1972.

Dates and places used:

."’6’5; 27, (772~ 03k )and/ f dr&;FZ(;
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Introduction:

@ 1. Most of you are familiar with
the state law and praciice of automo-
bile inspections., You can approach
the necessity of having your car in-
spected for safety by the state in
either of two ways. You.gcan take your
vehicle to a (friendly) garage and have
them check it over first and fix what-
ever they say they find, then take it

.to the jgaspection ttation. Or you can
take it to the #ation first, and then
if they reject it and give you a re-
jection slip you can take it to the
gafage for the required corrections.
Even if you take it to the garage first
you may find some slight thing or
things do not pass the check, and you

ahave to take it back. Whichever route

‘you take, you can go back for the
checkup of tires, lights, horn, turn
signals, brakes, steering mechanism,
and so on, just as many times as may

@be necessary until the car passes the
check and the sticker showing that is
placed on the windshield., 1If the car
is rejected the first time, or more
than wmonce, the ins ector is saying

hat you need to get some work done
on it, or maybe you can do it yourself,

but you are free to come back for
reingbection until the car is in proper
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.Fhape.

2. This is an illustration of iﬁp
fact about Jesus and his relationship
to us which is raised or brought to

@view by the Scripture of today. That
fact or relationship is what we want
to discuss and commit¥ ourselves to
today.

- . . :

I. The Scripture is an illustration

of Jesus' repeatedly offering and giv-
ing his helpful ministry to a person
who seeks and needs it.

1. Sometimes people do not recog-
nize their needs, nor seek help for
them when they do know their weak
points. There is a story about a man
who was an effieiency expert for a
large company. His wife's friend
asked her "what does an efficiency
expert do?"

The lady gave it some thought, and
then said, "Well, I'm not sure I can
describe it exactly, but when I do 1it,
he calls it nagging." An efficiency
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expert PR-B-waf®may have to nag a

‘ bit to get a person who doesn't recog-
L} nize his need to take good action to

solve the problem, —Bub-bhough-.Jesus
e e e e e ke L
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: QuT
stgnds ready to help,,he will not nag
person, He gives his help when the

needy one recognizes hiﬁﬁﬁ%%d and seeks
the help.

2. That is the way it was in the
incident which todagi$:Scripture des-
cribes., At the town of Bethsaida some
people brought a blind man to Jesus,
Bnd begged him to teuehthims=nThe Serip

@.ure does not say so, but it would seem
obvious that the man was willing to
come, did not have to be forced to try
any 19 get his sight. The people
obviously figured that if Jesus would
touch the man he would see again, or
perhaps for the first time if he had
been born blind., Jesus led the man

ut of the village, spit on his eyes,
aid his hands on the man and asked him
if he saw anything, —Rememtier—thai Tn
those days spit so used was cons%ggfed
of medicinal wvalue, though to ﬁg;ﬁt

@:cems crude and unsanitary bedas. Jesu
made use of a technigue in which the
people of his time had trust. The blin
man looked up and said, "I see men; bu

abhey look like trees, walking." These
ords would indicate that the man had
not been blind from birth but at one

time had been able to see, because he

could describe somewhat how things look
k-
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e read that Jesus then again laid his
ands upon the eyes of the man; and
that the man then looked intently =md

was restored, and saw everything clear-
ly. Jesus had offered and given his
@relp according to the man's wishes and
need, more than once, until the need
was met, It is likewise true today,
we believe, that
.II. In the arena of daily living,peo-
ple, yvou and I, need Jesus' helpful
ministry again and again,

1. The idea that mankind, people,
are sinners, that the individual does
wrong natueelly and inevitably,is an
0ld idea which is embodied in many

eligions, The 0l1d Testament is full
of accounts of mankind turning away
from God and szyg' later being
brought to hﬁngﬁg, to repentance,
and then turning again to God for for-
giveness and a new start., In most of
the 01d Testament accounts of this type
of repetitive cycle of sin and good,
sin and repentance again and again, the

inner had to make c sacrifices,
or to prove himselgﬂ y doing certain
humble and hard functions, before the
forgiveness of God was granted. The
history of the Hebrews is not the onl
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'»‘Ab‘”p‘
neient religiou’ which records mang

kind's q..gﬁ.gigfhatural bent toward
doing wrong., Most religions have sys-
tems sacrifice .and_punishment and
dutf”%ikﬁﬁgquhgoé nter a“chance to
.pay f’\)r his wrong-doing and to turn
thereby to better performance.

2, It is still true, if you are
onest about it, that you and I, that
people today, are sinners, wrong-doers,
not perfect, repeatedly choosing to do
things which we know to be harmful or
not in harmony with God's will. Those
of us who are Christian, however, can

in faith believe that we have a non-
wengeful Deity, a God who does not
demand that we be punished and pay a
eavy price for our wrong doings. We
believe that in Jesus Christ the one
and only God has demonstrated that the
only condition he puts on granting -iss
forgiveness forqyggt ywongs is the
"individualfawareness of his sin, his

repentance, sorrow, and 3%31 -1 f
it,fabdowed bg@ 3?6?1‘5% f%gﬂogg ive-
ness through Jesus. W¥ believe that

his is because God demonstrated thro
Jesus that the punishment and price
for all wrong doings was once and for
all paid by Jesud death upon the cross.
We have a great substitute for any
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‘.Facrifice that is demanded of us, and
that is the death of Jesus on Calvary.
You can interpret that as a symbolic
act of sacrifical and ultimate love,
or as an actual bloody sacrifice which

@somehow is, aid each time we repe.mt |
and are gnﬁgiﬁag. However your inter-
pretation, the point is that we can and
will find forgiveness when in faith we

io to God through repentance and faith

n Jesus Christ,

3. Some people think that once a
person has had this experience of re-
pentance and forgiveness, once he is
"saved" as we often put it, that he is
saved forevermore, that he can never
lose his salvation, that 1t is a bene-

it which can never be lost. Others
hink that because mankind has not the
ability to be perfect, he repeatedly
falls away from his better moments of
grateful performance of Christlike

@living, and repestedly needs to exper-

ience the relief wHich comes ghzqggh
repentaggsf nd Christr “the
assurance ,0 veriess, We of Metho-
ist background historitally are of

he group that thinks you really can
"backslide" from any state ofigx grace
which you experience, and that we re-
peadedly need to return to Jesus for

ith
A
org
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.ourification and redemption.

L, As far as I am concerned, and
if I see you rightly, it is true that
now matter what religious experiences
we have had, all of us again and again
do need to change our ways of living,
to refocus on Jesus Christ., The beau-
tiful thing about it is that such Serip
ture as that of today, and many other
assages, assure us that we can do so.

The assurance isgtrong that

ITI. Jesus still gives us his help,
again and again.

1. There is a somewhat-irreverent
story out of the football world about
a Texas coach who before one of his

'keam's big games followed his usual
custom and called upon his team to
kneel for a moment of silent prayer.
Shortly thereafter, the opposing team

@took the kick-off and started advan-
cing steadily toward the goal. The
coach called time out and gathered his
players around him and said, "Men,

.somebody didn't pray."

We sort of doubt that this is a good
use of prayeﬂ\, for what if the other
team is likewise committed to prayer?
Prayers that you be allowed to play the

>
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| %est game possible might be all right,

ut to view #&'Bubsequent defeat as e

oFunoffered or unanswered prayer isn't

logical or right. But the coach's
action along this line did illustrate

@ore truth, that the help of Jesus is

available again and again to us as we
may need and seek it.

2, In the Scriptwmal incident Jesus
did not stop working with the Blind man
until his need was complete¥yy met.
When we are willing to commit ourselves
completely, or as completely as we can,
to Jesus' attitudes and guidance and
principles, we can feel improvement and
satisfaction, healing, help, no matter
what the specific outcome of a given
ituation. His help is avaidable and
usable again and again, to make us
happier persons, right up to the moment
our old bodies give out and we are
transmuted through death to our eter-

@1 shapes,

3. A golfing story states that a
man had taken his wife,[\ %t‘very fa-
iliar with the game, to the links with
him. He stepped up to the tee and
drove off. The ball sailed down the
fairway, leaped onto the green, and
rolled into the hole. The golfer threﬁ
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his club in the air with excitement
hen he saw that he had made a hole in
éne, "What have you suddenly gone
crazy about?, asked his wife,
"Why I just did a hole in one,"
@velled the golfer, a wild gleam of de-
light in his eyes.
"Did you?" asked his wife calmly.
"Do it again, dear, I didn't see you."
There are some things which we just
@'t repeat: 1like reliving a day,
goowing gounger again, having a chance
to make the exact same trip before an
accident that took a life, and so on.
Life is non-repeatable. We may repent
of what has happened, of what we've
done, and try to make right some of the
wrong we may have committed, but we can
never take back that which we've done.
%ven this golfer could not have done
exactly the same shot again, if he had
been good enough to make another hole
in one on demand, which his excitement
@indicated he could not do.

L. Life,does inflgct constant woung
on our egd. Purposely we do go on and
ado things we know are wrong, again and
.again. You do, I do., But there is
still available some help for the
situation, no matter how often we've
used it before.
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Conclusion:

@ 1. The Scripture of today points
out that help, In the words which we
would use as our text, Mark 8:25, the
illustration is given: "Then again he
laid his hands upon his eyes; and he
looked intently and was restored, and
saw everything elearly." Jesus stayed
with the blind man and together they
tried until the needed action at that
o —"

.time took place.

2, Again and again ygﬁﬁﬁnd I need
help too. That help may be in Biving
us self-confidence. It may be in the
need to be forgiven of deep guilt.It
may be in matters of physical restora-
tion of some lost ability. The one
nlace where we can be assured we always

QJill find a sympathetic ear and con-
stant help on each recurring occasion
is in the presence of Jesus Christ, wh
we turn to him in faith, Don't despair

@vhen you slip up next time. Jesus
will help you. Don't give up now, if
you have a problem too deep and big
for you. Go to him in prayer and

.F.hought, and he wil} help., His help
is ours for the taking, again and
again, but you and I must make the
effort to ask and seek his help.
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