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- :.-: .... A lit tlP "oo r r:i , his fether 

1aiked into P : Gtor ' s office 
~:ind s~'t doi.rn . vnen thP doctor 
interviewed ther1 he turned to 
the fnther and es~-ed what Wf'S the 
boy ' s t rouble , assur.iing th8 t the 
f< ther had brour,ht the boy for 
treatment . 11 0, he ' s Pll rie;ht , 
doctor, 11 ;:l.'1S'· ered the mPn . 11 I t 1 s 

:r.ie th•)t need~ SOM'? nttention. 11 

He then described his s;ym'>')toms, 
aft er which the doctor excmined 
the marl, m~de c diegno~is end 
edminstered tre tment uhich 
br ou.o'ht hec:iling .. The ~ick fflthor , 

not the 1 rnl l bo;v-, needed ~ttention 
2 . J'esus , in the event recorderl, 

in our Scripture , mqnmded on 
the princinle of this eX1'.>P,rience 
to dri ve hor.ie the purryoses of 
his work. Referring to urong­
doers , or sinners , ~s those 11ho 

Fre sic c, he sflid 11 Those who nre 
\Tell hr.iYe no need of a pLysicinn, 

but those who are sick ; I cume 

r.ot :~ t 
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t.ne r4.:·hteous, ~ut sinners . 11 

3 ~ The rel i ""i. ·')n bt· sed on~ 
Chri~ end his te chings is us- '{ 
U['lly called Christi!ln:tty .::J I 
is our thP,me thrlt Christianity 
is for sinners . Sinners Rre 
those who know the right but 
chOO$A the wronP-", or "ho choose 
not to do God ' s will for them. 
The church, as the orgoniza.tion 
existing to shnre, terch rnd 
expand. Christianity, must rlx:a: 
be a place for sinn~rs . Such is 
the thin1,..ing we i'ollo·w tod~y. 

Li . Jesus and. those .round liim 
ti ere the first Chris ti an. church. 
The exm;iule of this errlies t 
Christian group is the t>:uthori­
tr.,tive l')<'ttern for Christ5.!">nity 
Pnd thF> church todPy. ~irs t , i-reJ, 
need to look 2t Jesus rnd the 'f\ 
e~rly church to cSCertain-if our I 

idea is correct . ~ 
I. Je~us Pttrncted sinner~ , jn--

i~. 

1. The event which caused Him 
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tti voice o~ur t~ 1 • theme ,w· s ) 
· nc tr· ti) of this fact . As 

He PS \'lfllkin '.:on{". He Sc w Levi 
sitting at the ta.~ office , and 
He saicl to him, 11 Follow me . 11 ~A.nd 1 

levi~ did so . A tax collector 
is usually on n salery today, not ' 
a comission . and is not necess<; rii: 
considered a sinner bec~use of I 

his job. though his occup. tion 
doesn ' t mf\ke him the ~ost popular 
man in t he country. In Jesus' 
tir:lA P tax collector \JPS usunlly 
• gresp:hng indi1ridual who hc:d 
betr·yed his countrymen end his 
religion to collect tExes on a 
comr.iission b2sis for the hated 
military empire of Rome . His 
commission \·1as l'll he could 
collect over Rome ' s agreea- on 
quota, and he could use nracti­
~~11y ~ny mc2ns to collect so 
long £.S he didn 1 t 11kill the goose 
that leid the golden Agg. 11 Thrt 
is, taxes must be kept cor.ling in 
from ye~r to year . The tr~x 
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C..)l ' '3CtOr .usually \·;-:- - r sinful 
m · n , · for h~ comnonl.. · ~ ed eriy 

method he could ' to collect exorbi­
tant taxes . He was h£'1ted and was 
considred a sinner. The Scri!:>­
ture tells us that Jesus and his 
disciples sat at table and ate 
with such sinnArs , ~nd. o11lhers t:ho 
i.Iere sinners . :ifo t··onder, then, 
the..t the religious lnc ders \11...0 

sa:w him exclaimed indignent ly 
11 Why does he ePt 1ith tax collec­
tors and sinners? 11 

2 . OthPr ~ncidents in Jesus ' 
life sho1 the attr~ction thet 
He 1as for the sin.~ers of his dr ;>: 

a . At one time pPralytic 
cnme to Jesus ?skin~ for 
heeline. Jesus recognized his 
grePter need and s"'id, 11 My 

Son, ; our sins are forgiven 11 

(Mk 2 :3- 12). After that the man 
also received physical. h()Hling, 
r ecording to Mark. 

b . In rnother incident 
(Mp,rk 10 :17- 22) P young mun 

CP.!!10 to 
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:'J e.;u:;; askint; 11 '1hat must I do 
to inherit eternal l i fe'l 11 Jesus 
reminded hi m of the ten comr.1~md­
Jllents , but the younr.: mPn seid 
11 All these I h.,ve kept from r:iy 

youth. 11 Jesus th· .n told him 
to s~ll \·1hfl t he had ~nd P.i ve 
the nroceeds to the poor) nnd 

t then to come follo · him . The 
youth \1as r ich c:nd did not 
feel he could pPrt 1ith his 
uossessions , so he J.eft sorrow­
ful l y . The youth ras not a 
bc.d m~n, out, li e all of us et 
times do , put mnterinl things 
first . Jesus ' challenr,e may 
hrve stirred his thinkin~ so 
that at e leter d8te he chen~P.d 
his standards and put f i rst 
thin.c:s first . At the least, we 
kno~ th~t in this c~se Jesus 
Pt trected a sinner c nd \rorked 

. ·Ii t.h him • 
II. The church, Jesus ' ggency for 
tndAv, shoul d strive to ettr~c t Pdf 
Fttenci th sinner, !=:iC1'" f\nd. ne 0 d:.Y • 
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. "'. . ·some thin'.. of the church 
a . 11 comrr,union of the sf'int(', 11 

[' pl 0 ce of the eodl:r' a community 
of the s~ved . I t should ulnys 
bePr these meanings . 

2. But even the 11 seved, 11 t .. e 
b'dints , 11 the "eodly, 11 !'lre sinners , 
for ~t times eve~ they choose 
'1rong, El though knowing the right . 
SornPtimes , bec&use ~f their reuu­
t· tion for eoodness, they try to 
cover u 1 th~ir ·ron.c-s , end \rhen 
~ound out are called hypocrits . 

j On thP other hend, the sinner 
frenkly chooses the •-;rong, end 
u u~lly sho1s little interest 
in choosint the riF,ht unless it 
~p~ePls to his self interest . 

4 . Ho., can the church hel:p 
the occasion "1 si:hnner , the saintl v 
p rson, live even nn&rer Christ ' s 
stand0 rd, end rt the snne ti~e 
pp~~l to Pnd hPlu the frrui- ~nd 

hPbitunl sinner? Cert~~nly the 
church should be ~ttrrctive to 
Pnd strive to hel~ sinners . Jesus 
did, Can the church bo succesful? 
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· III. ThA .cht.trcl todr,v C<m,for 
·Chri st , minigter to nnd s·ve manv 
of thA 'Q!'ld. ' ~ · nAP.d.,T '"nd s;inft ,l. 

1 .. For those ''lho daily strive 
to imurove their christian living 
in every cre2 of life the church 
should ana. cnn be of help .. 

2. It s messeees and te chin ,s , 
like th~t of Jesus to the rich 
~roung an, should stir think.:.ne 
by keeping you ennre of the sins 
into 1hicp you are fP-llin~ , but 
l t the Rrme time should show you 
F bettPr \Tay of life . 

3. mhrour.h its service rcti­
vi tics the church :ter'ches many 
of the sinners of ell c~asses . 

Such service re ti vi ties Bre 
ornh"ll~es , hospitals , direct 
helu to the llee~(CROP), homes 
~or the C1ged, rehabilitation 
.... ctiYi ties ( Gooduill Industri s) . 
The church S10"1s r-1 concern in 
hel~ing rll .vi 0 te man ' s nhysic:tl 
ailments , c~~ 0rh~as as it does 
so the recipient n~r else be 
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iAce~tive . to its mes~cee of 
Chri'st and hi~ love for that 
person . 

u. For those uho do~: 1 t n~ed 
the wel:'Pre services of the churc.i. 
there are the felloi··ship activi tie 
to be s: .. Pred -cy rich, noor and 
ir.:.-between ~. Mapy of 
these f elloushi:p grou·"ls tr ... e on 
se!·vice pr&jects . There is the 
nscs, 1·1Ptliodist Men , Youth Fello~·­
shi·;c , etc.. M- ny n fellow has 
first c_• e in contcct i1itb. the 
church throuf:h .. cicceptinr~ on 
invit. tion to eat saUSige and 
fla~j~C{s, or ~or.i~ other heerty 
me~l , rith the fellots rt r~~ 1 s 
Club . M&..y a \·1or12n through thP. 
WSCS first rer2.izcs ho 1 r.iuch no1~e 
attr<>ctive and fu11 is the fellow­
shiD of those \1ho center their 
soci?l activities in Christ and 
the Chu::ch. J.12ny a you th finds 
his life • ttitudes ch~n~ed by 
influences i'hi..ch are exerted on 
him through thP you th pl·ogr.'1ms of 
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."the . church; and Wtts ·f:!.rst attract 
0~ to that youth ~ctivity by 
~ boy or eirx friend . 

5. The minis te!'c;; , te C"Chers 
~n~ othe1\ consecr~ted Christie~ 
le~ders~ of the church dc..-·not 
condemn the sinner, but trif.a> to 
mpl~c hio feel welcome t·1hile 
-frankl~" shunning his perticulPr 
vice . The ret'lization thPt hm.-e 
~re underst~nd~nrr, symp~thetic , 
helpful end friendl,v folks in a 
"onderful1y strong ettr·ct:.111 J" 
t~e disillu~i~ned perso 4 a~~~,. 
tne loud ~ma. ,Jt zzy, grasping 
sordid, outside t-1orld t1i th which 
he is frunili<. r . 

6. The deeper the degree of 
urong Gttitudes the ~erson holds , 
the more enr.:rossed he is -~:1 <1in­
ful l~ttitudes . With such 
!Jersoa the '.Tt1rmness of the ·.,elcorne 
given b:r the peo; le of the church 
1ill make ~ big difference in 
the effectiveness of the church 
in servino- the "piri tu<?] neeC."' of 
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th::tt i1 n • 
. Conc1usion: 

1 . \·le need t-o ren11mber th,.,t 
Jesus srid, in the words of our 
text , 11 I car.ie not to c~_._l the 
righteous , but sinners . 11 

2 . The church needs to feel 
as Je~us did, r~cognizing th~t , 
thou.eh ~11 are sin~ers , there is 
• \ orld of good ~xg:r it r.mJl! 
do ~Jn'1l ·v.le more sinful classes 
of manl -~. i ~ . 

.J. Ch-ri~tiPn~tv, or the church, 
• f' • 
1~ _or c::i.nners . 

4. 
11 He is n sinner, 11 you ere pler-secl 

to sa~r . 

Tt ... e_1 love him for the s i:e of 
Christ, I prey . 

I f on His gracious fords you 
nlace your trust ,--

11I Ccme to call the sinners, not 
t: .. e .just , 11--

Second His c~ll ; \·hich if you 
Till not do , 

You ' ll be the grorter sinner 
of the two . 

--iohn Byron 1~92-1783 . 
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