Scxipture: Merk 1:29-31.
Tasme: The Christiesn Servent.

Text: Merk 1:31--"and he ceme
and took her by the hand and
1ifted her up, 2nd the fever left
her; end she served them."(RSYV).

Proposition: A Christien, him-
self served by Christ, should

think of himself as e servant
of both God end man.

Dete written: Jenuery 14, 1956.
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* Merlk1:29=3lecccccrsssees
Introduction:
1. The motion picture "The
Best Years of our Lives" was
nemed from the fact the the best
yvears of the ligves of the three
main cheracters were given to
their country in military service
during World Wer II, The story
is woven eround the efforts of
the three men to re-establish
themselves in civilian life.

One of the three was en army
sergeant in the service, but a
bank executive at home. Shortly
after returning to his civilien
job he made a2 large lgdn to
enable a young fellow to go into
farming on his own. He made the
loen without observing the bank's
usual stendards of required
security for loens, after the
young man told him "if I hed

the land for security I wouldn't
need the 18d%. I know farming.

I grew up in it, and you know I
know it. How can I start unless’






gomebody “will help me?" Later
the’ executive had to defend hims
self to the bank president for
making the loan. He did so on
the thesis that the bank as a
service institution should help
peonle who were deserving and
cepable but needed help. He
thought of his job es being 2
gervice onw.

2. Cose after case from real
1life could be compiled to illus-
trate that business institutions
which heve thought of themselves
as organizations for service of
people, end not just as money-

meking outfits, have been the ones,
frequently, thet grew and profited

phenomenally. (Ford, Penngy,

Séars, etc).. Some of the biggest

chains in the country, and in

many locelities the larger depart-

ment stores begen just that way:

the owner or founder sterting with

an idea for cheaper goods, more
efficient service, a2 new service,
etc., to the public, with just a
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annnminﬂl profit to the business.

'3, Our Scripture illustrates
how the unselfish servent of
others often is rewarded by him-
self being served by the one he
has helped. Scripture recepitulat
But service, not expected reward,
is the motive of 2 christien.

+ Surely, the one who would be
Christien needs to consider this
concept of being 2 servaent, if
even Christ precticed and tought
it. Surely, a2lso, we need to
thinlz of the fellowship of Christ-
ians, the church, as primarily a
service orgenization, and not en
orgenization seeking primarily
its own enlargement, enrichment
and gain. In thinking of "The
Christian Servent" we are thinking
of the individusl Christian, you
and me.,

3. L4, To guide us, we use as our
text Mark 1:31 --"end he came and
took her by the hend end lifted
her up, =nd the fever left her;
and she served them."






A Ch;r_istigg §gﬂ ent is one hg
'lltmself hes been served by Christ.

1. In our Seriptur=l incident,
Simon's mother-in-law was relieve
by Jesus of her fever. In Merk
this is the first record of her
knowing Jesus, so her loyalty
to Him, her christiasnity, evident
ly began at this point.

2, In Methodist history the
founder of Methodism, John Wesley,
is recorded as being = rakher
"cold fish," ineffectuel as =
priest of the church of England,
until in the room on Aldersgate
Street in May 1738 he felt Christ
warm his heart, From that time
on, he wrote, he felt that Christ
cered for him and was with him,
From that time Wesley's ministry
wes a warm one of reel interest i
and service to others. He wes @&
christian servant only after he
himself had been served by 8hrist.

3. History has little to say
about the great financiers of the
past unless they distinguished

/ themselves as servants in some weay
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The Dukes, Pe#ins, Garretts, Drew,
Jords and others are examples fro
the present-dey or near past.
Only after they realized that mon
ey-getting is 2 poor goal of it-
selfy only after the consciences,
or I prefer to ssy the Spirhg of
God, at le“st to some degree made
them realize thet service to othe
is necessary, did they use their
large fortunes to help others.
Going further back into American
history, the famous names of
revolutionary and early post-
revolution deys ere those of
Washington, Jefferson, Franklin,
end others, famous because of
their services to their nation,
Most of these men were wealihy
men, Others of that period who
were equelly weelthy , or even
wealthier, for the large part
have long since been forgotten.
History illustrotes thefthe renow
ed men are capapble people who are
motivated by en'idea of service.
Their unusuel cepebilities and
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theilr métive for service existed
as’gifts from God.

L, In our temminology of today,
a christien sedfnt is one who
himself hes been served by Christ.

R an rvent
k o both God an
others.

1. In our Seripture, it is seid
of Simon's mother-in-law that "she
served them." This means she
served Jesus, Simon, Andrew, James
John, and probably others that
were in the house but who are un-
nemed in the Scripture. Having
nerself been served by Christ, she
responded with service both to
God and to others.

2. This attitude is in keeping
with the teaching of Jesus when
he said "the first and gre=t
commendment is "Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all they
heart, snd with 2ll thy mind, end
with 211 thy soul 2nd with all
thy strength; and the second is
like unto it, thou shalt love thy

) neighbor as thyself." .
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3. In our Christien living we
cshould strive to serve both God
end men. | :

a. To serve God would: be for
sach personally to live as clean,
and as close to Him,a2s possible.
This would mean honest, moral,
ethical conduct in 211 areas of
life. There is no such thing as
just "a Sundey Christisn.!" But
we do worship him, and strive to
provide a place and method of
worship

b. To love and serve others

means meny things. Not only

good, honest and unselfish
business and work relationships
with others, but an attempt to
heln them know God, to accompany
them into & closer fellowship
with Christ and other Christians
¢, To this jlend we provide
meny facilities within a church
besides the minimum sanctuery.
de To this end we keep in

mind that the church is not a

profit-making business with

stored-up cash reserves against






z “Mark 1:129-3leeccecececs’
t the reiny dey. Insteed, it is
> gn institution with such tre-
mendous obJjectives that it is
never financially well-heeled.
The banded-together Christien
servants who are the church
give time, telents and money
sacrificidally that they may
get closer and closer toward
the objectives of the church.
A church objective is alweys
larger than seems obtainsble,
but even if it is neared or
recched, a larger objective
/¥ eomscupvandiiscadapted. A
i ive and active serving
christien church never "gets
she=d" or re=ches "Tlowery
beds of ease,"
4, Somewhere, recently, I read
2 story or noem which tells the
story of a christien servant.
The plot was ebout a2 men out in
the winter cold who found another
men, older, weaker and colder
then himself, who hed no coat.
Pulling off his own coat he
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lecad 1t on the needy o0ld nmen,
Before he could resch the end of
his own journey o fierce stomm
arose. Without the protection of
his coat, he soon froze to death,
In heaven he was brought before
the Lord, Looking up 2t the
blinding glory end purity of the
Cfeator he suddedly gasped, "Lord
--it eantt be. Yes, it is., Lord,
you're wearing my coat."

Conclusion: A Christian, himself

erved by C hould think of

ngelf 29 & servent of both God
2ad men, Rewerd is not to be
considered, but the reward of
Christian service is eternal.
Will you be e Christian servent,
through heme, work =ndchurch
Berving God ond others? In en
imprectical sort of way He gave
himself for you, but it turned out
to be the most practicel fact of
all history. Will you in an
imprectical way dedicote yoursalf
fully to Him. You'll find it the
greatest thing you can ever do.






