Pox s Tuke 18:14b —-"every one who exalts himself will be
e -

humbled, but he who
yumbles himself will be exalted.'

Theme * Humility.

P anositiont Humility is = necessary cheracteristic to the Christian which can be
med only through God's help.
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Introduction:
o 1. Our Serinture story is 2 femiliar one, often
used in »re&chins. It is the story of &wo men, one 2
religious leader of the Jews of the time of Jesus
-- 2nPharisee --, and the other 2 tax collector —-
the publicen, who went into the temple to »ray. The
Pharisee stood and »rayed louddy with himself, saying,
"God, I thank thee that I am not like other men,
extortioners, ynjust, adulterers, or even like this
tex collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of
all thet I get." But the tax collector would not
even look up to havean, but beat his bresst and said,
#G3od, be merciful to me 2 sinner!

Jesus told this story to illustrate the familiar
theme of humility.

2., This them@of humility is our theme here,

I. Christ nracticed humility while on earth.

1. John 13:3-16 represents the humility of service.
In this passage we heve a record of desus washing the
feet of the vertous disciples. When they objected
that they were not fit to have him wash their feet,
he remonstrated to them that he was but giving then
en example of service.

2. Mt. 21:5. In this passage we have a record
which indicates thet Jesus wes humble in the presence
of worthy tradition. Going into Jerusalem on the
Palm Sundey, he is recorded .ss having ridden an ass,
the animal of the poor meople. Matthew interprets
this incident by s2ying that this took nlace to fulfill
what was spoken by the pronhet, saying,

"Tell the daughter of Zion,

Behodd, your king is coming to you,

humble, 2nd mounted on an ass,

and on a colt, the foal of an esss."

Jesus, according to Matthew, recognized. the worth of
the tredition thet mhe Son of God should assume his
role humbly, and humbly he assumed it.

9-1L
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3, Matt. 9:10. In this passage is 2 record of
Jesus ecting with despised simners and tex collectors,

-

Len i1llustration of his love of =211 classes of veonle,

and of his geniune humility in being with them as one

of themn. 7
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L. Matt. 20:28 vresents Jesus recognizing his
bumble role as & servant. In this passage he says,
"The Son of Men ceme not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life 2s 2 ransom for many."

5. Lk.9:58, While Jesus ministdred,according to
this passege, he was humbly homeless =2nd moor.
This is 2 part of & sdiry in which 2 men came to
Jesus and said "I will follow you wherever you go."
Jesus said to the men, "Foxes have holes, =2nd birds
of the 2ir have nests; but the Son of men has no-
where to lay his hesd."

6+ Yet, the humility of Jesus was not a2 spiritless
crineing humility. Rather, it was 2 truly dignified
thine. 1t was something that he practiced by his
own versonal conviction 2nd choosing. Matt.27:12-
14, “speaking of when he was before Pilate, tells that
he d41d not eringe and e2gree with what was sz2id to
him and about him. Neither did he become angry or
rebuke his accusers. Rather, he gave Pilate "no
answer, not even to a single cherge." His trisl
became not .2 mock thing, =2s his zccusers wished, but
an occesion of besuty, diznity, 2nd sweet humility
to ‘God's path for him.

IT¢ Christ teught humility to his followezs.

I¢ At 2 Pennsylvania bankers'! convention one of
the bankers-related an incident in the life of a
Judge whom he Ymew well. In his college days the
Judge,had been eddicted to drink, Now he had 2 fine
and promising son coming 2long, whom he had recently
sent.to college. Complaints soon reached him of
his son's misbehavior, his drinking =nd genersl
dlssipation. The father called the son before hinm
and remonstrated with him, telling him that he was
rubning his prespects and theat his conduct would
break his mother's heart. Imegine his surpiise when
his son replied, "Why, Father, they tell me you did
Just the seme thing when you were 2t college."

Thus did this father h=sve come back to him the
importanée of the example that he set. This
experience was the cause of a radical chenge 16
the good in the life of that father.
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Jesus did not have to wait till late in his life
with his 2postles to set 2 good example for them.
Rather, his example was constently one of a humble
wey of life, as alresdy illustrasted. By the most
nowerful medium 2t his comm=nd, thet of example,
he teught humility to his followers.

2. Jesus 2lso teught humility in his sayings.

a., Our text, lLk.,18:1L, is one record of such
direct, verbal teaching. It is "every one who
exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles
himself wh2lx be exalted."

b. Mt. 18:2-4, relates an incident in the life
of Jesus in which he cslled 2 1ittle child to him.
At thot time the disciples ceme to Jesus, saeying,
"Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?"

And ‘eallinz to him 2 child, he put him in the midst
of “them, end said, "Truly, I say to you, unless you
turn 2and become like children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like
this child; he is the greatest in the kinsdon of
heaven."

¢. Again, in the incident recorded in Matt.
20:20-28, is ® record of Jesus teaching humility.
The mother of the sons of Zebedee, that is, the moth
of Jemes snd John,came to Jesus and asked that
her sons mhght sit with him in he=ven, one on the
right hand-and one on the left. Jesus told her
that they would be with him, but that he did not
hewe the right to say who should sit in those
positions around him but#ies thet of God the Fother.
The other disciples, hearing of the request, were
indignetht. Jesus said to them that there was
no reason to be indignant, bocamse in the Kingdon
of. Heaven there should be no ruling.
"whoever wpuld be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever would be first among you must
be your sleve; even as the Son of men czme not bo
be served but to serve, and to give his life a
= rensom for meny." Thus, here, too, he taught
the necessity of humility to Christian life,
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IIT. Christ's followers nractice humility.

1. A minister tells this experience of his:
"Some time ago, in the disruption of routine incident
to moving from one cherge to 2nother, I omitted my
bed-time orayers. The first ommission wes followed
the next night by the second, and ‘I am asheamed to
say ‘that what begen as "just this ‘once" soon became
habitual before I was even aware of it. By the time
my existence had once more become settled, I was
hoppring into bed each night withougk 2 thought of
Drayer.

"At the seme time I found I was troudled by in-
somnia. My difficulty in getting to sleep seemed
to be caused by an increasing tension 2nd pein in
the lknee joints, which beceme so irritating that
I would lie awske for hours. Sedatives were of
little help.

"I thought thet the trouble might be lack of
exercise. I thought it might be the excitement of
a-new locetion. Then, at lest, the true resson
ceme to-me=- it was nothing but the lack of the
vroper knee-bending exercises at bed-time. Immed-
ietely I fell to my knees beside the bed, over-
whelmed by the 2wareness of my unworthiness, and
found once z2gzin the peace that comes no other way.

From that d&ay to this the rule has never been
broken, -end sleep hes no longer been 2 problem.
Perhaps there is some psychological element in this
practice of preyer, perhsaps some vsychossomatic

factors involved, but whotever the men of science

might attribute it to, it works!!
So it is thet Christians throush the ages =2nd
today heve found it necessary to nractice the

humility of praver or lose their contoct with God.

The custom of praying on our knees is symbolic of
our humility and unworthiness before God.

2. Bernard of Clairveux (1091-1153) was the son
of a knight who w2s killed in the Crusades. DBermard
a2 natural leader, entered the monostery at Citeaux
in France, with 29 of his friends, hoping to find
a balanced life of meditation, preyer, 2nd study
in monastic retirement. BPut his life there was so
exemplary of plety that he was sent to Clairvaux to
organize & monastery. Here he remeined as abbot the
rest of his days, traveling widely, organizing 68
monesteries with 500 branches, and exercising much
influence on the affeirs of his day.
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Bernard wrote a2bout this matter of humility:
"It is not enough to be suliject to God unless you
are 2lso subject to everv human cresture for God's
sake; whether to the 2bbot a2s ruler or to the
priors appointed to him. I say more: Be subject
to your equals =nd even to you inferiors. For thus
it becomes us to fulfill o11 righteousness. If you
wish to be perfect meke advences to him that is
less then you; defer to your inferior, bow
down to your junior ... (Humility is) the mother
of s2lvetion."

3. An Americen girl tourist visited the museum
in Vienna where there is exhibited 2 piano once
used by Peethoven. She walked casuslly toward &t e
struck off some "boogey-woogey." Turning to the
attendant she akked whether there had not been
great planists to inspect the instrument. She wes
informed that 2 short time before the great Peode-
rewskil had seen it.

"Paderewski," she exclaimed. "Surely he must
hove played something besutiful on this old instru-
ment." = "On the contrery," the attendant replied,
"he did not feel worthy of touching it."

In that, Paderewski exhibited = true Christien
spirit in the presence of 211 that is tmue and
good. We are not worthy of touching the things
of God; yet, by his grace we are enabled to share
with his son the blessing of eternity.

IV. Christian humility is nossible only with God's
heln.

1. Christ, paryed in Gethsemene so that he might
face the suffering of the cross bravely. Yet,
the reason he pray~d was because he humbly reali ed
thet without God he could not besr the cross
FraXyyxsxBermard N

2. Bernard of Clairveux said, in the ouotntion

we heve already read, that "humility is the mother

of salvation." A personal sssurance of eternsl
salvation is based on 2 personal knowledsge of God.
The very belief in selvation implies humility; the

recognition of our in=bilityfo seve ourselves.

3. Humility, however, is 2 tricky thing. Alone,
even if our intention is to remein humble, it is
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haerd not to divert that humility to sdritdal pride,
to become proud that we =2re humble!

A women who frequent seid that she wasn't any
better than anyone elese to &0 the menial jobs that
must be done in any household, worked as 2 domestic
helper for sthers.  Yet, she constantly called
attention to esch task done in the performance of
her duty. So it is, that often when we think we're
being humble, we're being obnoxiously pious.

Tt's something we cen maintain with God's help
only; and =mEm though it is parsdoxical, it is
tmme that when we think we are humble we are not!

Conled Ttotakes 2 constant comparison of ourselves
with Jesus, the constant reslizetion of our
shortcomings that such 2 comperison brines, to be
2ble to mezintain the preper perseective of
humility.

A treveler tells of traveling on the Furovean
continent. . He hed been told of = little chevnel up
among the Spenish hills with rare vaintings and
marvelous acoustics. He left the beatBn path of
travel that he might visit the plece. His first
view was most @isappointing. The pictures seemed
to Pe masses of daub, and the sounds were discordanf
The' guide led him on until he had reached = certain
noint, then bede him look; =2nd, lo, every painting
wvas 2 masterpiece, and when he spoke it seemed as
though therangelic choirs had come down to sing,
Then the guide nointed to the floor, 2nd he discoverg
thet he was stending on a2 erimson im=sge of the
Cross.

We cannct see the beauty of life as God planned
it, 28 this traveler could not see the besuty of
that chspel; we shall not hesr the voicee of peace
and power until we stand in humbler nirﬁ§¥e§8?5re
the cross ST—Eﬁrist.

Conclugion:

1.8xxxyx By examnle and by words Christ urged
humility upon his followers. Truly, humility is
e necessary characteristic to the Christian which
dan be procticed only vhrough God's help.
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Upon the Cross of Jesus,

Mine eyes 2t times can see

The wery dyving form of One

Who suffered there for me.

And from my smitten heert, with tesrs,
Twn wonders I confess, —-

The wonder of His glorious love,

And my own worthlessness.

I t2ke, O Cross, thy Shedow
For my abiding place;
I ask no other sunshine then
The sunshine of his face;
Content to let the world go by,
To know no gein nor loss,
My sinful self my only sheme,
My gloryx all, the Cross.
®lizabeth C. Clephsne,1830-1869.

3. Chellenge, Denounce self-pride. Personally
we sre nothingz. Ask God for help to be humble. Put
faith in Jesus Christ, end therein find the power of
God for sustgined and Pumble Christisn service.

-:-rmons
NWew Testament

Luke

18:9-1L4
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