
f. \ 

~ 

~ 
r ~ 

Te~t: -
T!1en1e: -

Dec. 4, 19h8 ,.' , 

Lul<:e 18: 14b -- 11every one who exP-.1 ts hiE1self ·1:lill be humbled, but he who 
humbles himsAlf will "be exal tecL 11 

Humility. 

0
_
00

si tio:Q: Humility is a. necess'"'ry char::-.cteristic to the Christi8n which c2n be 
fr -ryrHcticed only throuch Go1 1 s Lel-o. 

Sources: - Revised Stande,rd Version of the lJew Testr-ment. ThomRs Nelson & Sons, N. Y'l_ 
19h6. 

l·fa.cartney 1 s Illustr"timis, Abingdon Co'":esbur;',r Pressy, Uashville , 19~5, -p.114 
PUl~i~ Di~est, Decenber. 19h8, p. ill. 
The ChristiPn Advocr>te, Dec.2, 1948, p . 13. 
The Pul-oi t, Dec. 1948, 1; . 286. · - -DorP.n 1 s Einister' s HPnul, 1948, n. 97. 
Mes ter-'Jieces of ReliP-:ious Verse, iid.. by JP mes Dal ton horrison, lir'lr-,')er & 

Bros., 19il8, 602, v. 2 & J. 
) 

P1Aces nre~ched: . I ~ 
<9A}. 7.. ~ 

~ut~ 



• 
ELECTRIC EAR 
liEARING AIDS 

• 
Acousnc 

CORRECTION UNITS 

• 
Voice ANO MUSIC 

DIS°fRIBUTfoN SYSTEMS 

• 
PHONOGRAPH TRANSCRIPTIONS 

• 
IND U STRIAL ELECTRONIC 

EQUIPMENT 

~ 

~ . 
.......:., 

......... 

~! 
~ 

\V\ . 
~ 

~ 

~ 
· ·~ J 
~i 

...... 

\ 
· ~ 
~ 
~. 

. . 
~ 

~ 
......... 

~ 

{'f;llipmenf _/fl/ anu,acfut:.eu '"'I: a c;J.uadet Cenfu'l:':J ,, 
PRINTED IN U . S. A . • .._,. 



\ 
.N 

Introduction: 
1. Our Scriuture story is a familirr one, often 

used in D~hinP . It is the story of Alwo men, one a 
religious lPader of the Jews of thP. time of Jesus 

-- P)Ph~ris~e --, and the other a t~x collector --
the -oublicRn. who t·rent into the temnle to nray . The 
Phririsee stood Fnrl 11rPyed loua..i!.y ·,.·ith himself , sa~rinp , 
11 God, I thank thee th-:i t I rn:i not like other men , 
extortion°rs , 'ljnjust , ,..,dulterers, or even Jike this 
tr-x collector. I fR.st twice at.reek , I givP tithes of 
._, 11 tlrn t I .r;e t. 11 Eu t the tax collP.c tor \· 0•1lA r...ot 
even look un to hr-wePn, but be" t his brr-:- st ::ind said, 
11 God, "be !'!1erciful to me ? sinn.::ir~ 

Je sus told this story to illustrP~ te the fer.iili·.,r 
theme of humility . 

2 . This the~ of hu:nil i ty is our ther.ie h~re . 

I. Christ nracticed hu~ility while on e~rth . 

1. John 11:3-16 represents the humilitv of service. 
In this pas sag~ we have a recorcl of 4Iesus wasl inG the 
feet of the VP:t:i:ious disci-oles . When they ob,jected 
tl:..., t they uere not fit to h::ive him \·'ash their feet, 
he remonstratAd to thArri that he was but giving them 
en example of service . 

2 . Mt . 21 :5 . In this nass~ge we h~ve a record 
which indicr>tes thr' t Jesus WF!<:- humble in the nrese:g£,Q 
of •·rorthv tradition. Going in to J8rusa.len on the 
Pe ln Sui1dPy, he is recorded · ?.s h-"vin~ rictden"·an a.s s, 
the a!l i m!tl of the noor "'1eonle . Mr>tthew interpre ts 
this incident by sriying thr>.t this took nlace to fulfill 

what wns snoken by the nro •het , sPying, 
11 Tell the dri.ughter of Zion, 
3ehoili.d, your king is coning to ~rou , 

humble, <nd. mounted on P.n "SS, 

~nd on ~ colt, the foel of ~n ciss . 11 

Jesus, according to Matthew , recognizerl the worth of 
the tradi tion th~t Jbhe Son of God should PSSu!'!1e his 
role humbly , ~net humbly he ? ssu."Tled it . 

3. M~tt . 9 :10 . In this nnssage is ri record of 
Jesus e'"' tinr, \"Ji th des11ised sinners n,nd t r-x collectors, 

..,en illustrr-tion of his love of Pll clas~es of T)eonle , 

ancl of his geniune humility in beinP: \·lith them ~s one 

of them. 
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4. Matt . 20 :28 nresents Jesus reco{"ni,.,.ine.; his 
• hTu11ble role as r servant . I n this nas sage he s2ys, 

C""\ 11 The Son of Mrn cr;.ne not to be served but to serve, 
~nd to r:ive his life Bs n. rPnsom for mi;ny . 11 

. ... 

I 

5. Lk.9:58. While Jesus miLi~tdred,according to 
this pass2,ge , he •-p.s humbly homeless Pnd T)OOr . 

This is P :p~rt of a ~ry in vrhich a mrin c..,me to 
J~c:;us and sei:d 11 ! will follow you , .. herever you go . 11 

Jesus said to the man , 11 Foxes have holes , "'nd bird_s 
of the o ir b:•ve n~sts; but the Son of men h~s no­
\tl~re to l~y h is heed. 11 

6. Yet, the hunility of Jesus Wes not a sniritless 
crineing humility . fui ther, it Fas ~ truly dignified 
thine. It was sor.1ethine; th~t he practiced by h is 
o·m personP. l conviction ~nd choosing . r·fatt.27 :12-
14, spe~kins of when he was before Pilrte, t'=lls thct 
he cl id not cringe end agree with whP t w2 s said to 
him ~nd about him . Neither did he become P.nfry or 
rebuke his ::iccusers . Rnther , he g ve Pil::.te 11no 
~ns•·:er, not even to a sinele chPrge . 11 His tric>l 
becRJn8 not f mock thinr", r:i s his Fccus-"'rs wished , 
rm occ!"" sion of bePuty , \UD'ni ty, r>!l(l sweet humility 
to God's u~th for hirn. 

II. Christ t"lue-ht hunilitv to his folloHe:s~ 

1. At a Pennsylv:onitl b~nkers 1 convention one of 
the b~nkers r~lated en incident in the life of a 
,judge whom he knew i-;ell. I n his collet:~e dPys the 
judge had b13e11 ['ddic ted to ci .... rink. ~io·.: he hl'd ~ fine 
Pnd nromisin£: son coning :->lone; , who"'i he h.~d rece!'ltly 
sent to collef.'e . ConplP.ints soon l"e~ched him of 
bis son 1 s .-ni sbeh~wior , his c1rinkin~ Rnd g'H1er::il 
clissipr.tion. The fl'ther c2lled the son 1>")fore hin 
£~nd renonstrflted 1:1 i th hi.1 , telling: him th:1.t he wc-s 
ruiL"'ling his nraspects and th3t his conduct 0 ould 
bre0k: his r10ther 1 s her rt . ImriPi:ne his su:::.·nt.ise tr!-~en 
his son rep1ied, 11Why, Father , the;v tell me ;rou di1 
,just the sc:<rm thin{" 1: 1hen you 'rer"" f' t college . 11 

Thus did this father h:::.ve come "beck to him the 
i mnort2nte of the ex~m~le thet he s 0 t. This 
exnerience 1·rn.s the cause of a radical chcnge to 
the good in tne life of th~t father . 
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Jesus did not .hnve to WP.it till late in his life 
i1ith his e11ostles to set P zz:oocl eyarmle for then . 
R?.ther , his example was cons t:-in tly one of a hunble 
'-·iPY of l i fe , G.s elready illustrPterl . By th8 most 
'JOt·'erful medium at his comm<:>nd , thi:>t of exa.nmle , 
he t:;:1ught humility to hi s folloi.·:ers . 

2 . Jesus also tGur;ht huni li ty in his srying·s . 

P. . Our text , Lk . 18 :lil , is one record of such 
direct , verbel tee.ching. I t is 11every one vho 
exalts himself i..·rill be hum1)led, but he '·rho humbles 
hiMself whlli: be exel ted . 11 

b . Mt . 18 :1-h~ rel~tes an incident in the life 
of J esus in ~~ich he cFlled c? littlP chil~ to him. 
11At th::>t time the disciples CPMe to Jesus , s~ying, 
11W1 10 is the greP.test in thP Kingdon of herven? 11 

And crlling: to him P child, he "Jut hir1 in the midst 
of then , Rnd SR.id, ' ' Trul~r , I s;::i,y to you , unless you 
turn 2nd b~cone lil~e children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of her·ve.n . Whoever humblPs himself like 
this child , he is the gree,1 te:1t in the l: i nif'clOI'l of 
hePv eti.. 11 

c. AgE'in , in the i ncident recorded i n Mett . 
20 : 20- 28 , is a record of Jesus te.r chin~ hunility . 
The mother of the sons of Zebedee , thrt i~ , thP noth 
of Jrmes and John, c<:me to Jesus and e.sked tha.t 
her so~s mmght sit with him in hePven, one on t he 
right hRnd c>nd one on the left . J8sus told her 
that they would be ~·ri th hi1"1, but th!:3.t he did not 
hPve the right to s?y \·.rho should sit in those 
;)Ositions 2round him but~het of God the F&ther . 
The otLer clisci"'Jles , hearing of the requ~st , Here 
indignr•t.t. Jesus s~ir1 to them th2t there W?s 

no rer>son to be i:idign~nt, b~cause in the Kingd.on 
of Heaven there should be no rulinf . 
11 11irhoever wpuld be greci t ar.ion2 you nu~ t be ;;rour 
sorvRnt , P.nd whoAver would be first ;:c,nong yon must 
be yo1J.r slr ve ; even ? s thP Son of nPn c 0 ,.Le not to 
1Je servea_ but to serve , Pnd to t?;i v~ his life rts 
!'.> r?nsom for nc-ny . 11 Thus , :iere , too , he tflu,e;ht 
the necessitv of hunility to CLristiPn life . 
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III. Christ's followers "'1rP..ctice hUI!lility . 

1. A ninister tells this eX11erience 0£ his: 
11 Sone time f>O'O, in the disr-rotion of routine inciden 
to moving from one ch~rge to ~nother , I omitted my 
bed-t ime 2rFyers . Th~ first onnission W9 s follo··ed 
the next night by the second, ~nd I G.m ash'ned to 
s::-:iy th".lt 'lvhPt beg<'n as 11 ,just this once 11 soon becane 
h~,bituPl before I rrrc; even awrre of it . 3y the tii:1e 
my exist~nce had once more become settled, I was 
hop"'Jing into bed. e a.ch night ·:i thou~k ?. thought of 
urr.<.,yer. 

11At the ser:ie tir.ie I found I wn.s troubled by in­
so'!Ilie . My difficulty in getting to sleep seemed 
to be Ct.>used by P11 increr sfung tension ~nd !->P-in in 
th.A knee joints, trhich bec&me so irritating the.t 
I ·would lie 2vr~re for hours . 3ed' tives "erP- o-: 
little help . 

11 I thought th;_' t the trouble might be lPck of 
exercisA . I thouP."ht it r.iieht be the excitement of 
2 net · locr.ition . Th0n, f't le-st, the true reeson 
CP!'le to me-- it wri s no thing but the lee_~ of the 
nro-oPr knee-bendine; exercises n.t bed-time . Immed­
i~tely I fell to T:ly knees becdde tJ.1A bed , over­
irh~lmed hy the [>W<: reness of my un11orthiness, and 
found once r>g~in thG neace th~t comes no other wc.y . 

11Fro~n th" t day to this the rule has never oeen 
broken , Pnd sleep h~s no lon~er been P ~roblem . 

Perh2.:ps there is some ns;Tcholo~ic:->l clement in this 
nrPctice of prPyer , pcrh:=i.ps so:1c ·osycLo~som<'·t ic 

fnctors i nvolvecl, but \,rfr tever the r:ien of scie~1ce 
might 8ttribute it to , it \·rorks ! 11 

So it is t.h.2t OLristie.ns throu.f!'h the r'.p::es ~nd 
today hrve found it necessAry to prRctice the 
hunilit;r of urayer or lose their contrct i 'ith God . 
The custom of nro.;ying on our knees is synbolic of 
our hunili ty and un\·rorthiness before God . 

Z. Bernard of 011'lirv2..ux (1091-1153) was the son 
of a knight who wt:s ltilled in the Crugc>des . Berae,rd 
~ netural leader, entered the non!"' stAry at Ci teaux 
in Fr2.nce , ,., i th 29 of his friends, hopjlng to fi:.1d 
a bal?nced life of meditation , ur~yer , and study 
in r:1on~stic retirement . :But !!is life th~re was so 
exemnl2ry of piety th0 .t he was sent to Cla irvPux to 
orgnnize tJ. r:ionastery . Here he rem~~ined as Pbbot the 
rest of his dHys , trDv~linf': \:idely , orgoni::ing 68 
mone.steries with 500 br?nches, [Ind exercising riuch 
influence on the Rffair-s of his day . 
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Bernard wrote about this nB.tter of humility : 
11 I t i~ not enou~h to be su1'l)ect to God unless you 
!:>re !>lso <:<u"h,iAct to evP.rv hu..'Jri.n cre8ture for God ' s 
s..,Jre; 'l.·rhether to the ->boot es ruler or to the 
uriors anpointed to him. I s"'y more : :Be sub,ject 
to your eq:1.tPls end even to you inferiors . For thus 
it becomes us to fulfill all righteousness . I f you 
wish to be perfqct me.ke P.dva.nces to hiM tha.t is 
less then you ; defer to your inferior . bow 
doi:·n to your ,junior . . . (Humility is) thP. mother 
of se,lv~.tion . 11 

3. An America.n girl tourist visited the museun 
in Vienna where there is exhibited a iano once 
used by ?ee thoven. She we lked c::: sur lly to 'l[? rd ! t 2.. 

struck off some 1'booe;ey- iv-oogAy . 11 Turning to the 
?ttend!"nt she a.S:k:ed whether there hPd not 'been 
a-r 0 c:>.t pienists to inc::.T)ect the instrnment. Sl:.e \·~s 
inforoed that 2, short time befO;[""" t he great P2de­
rewski had seen it . 

11Po:-c1orewski , 11 shP e.:rc1ci~imed. 11 Surely he rrust 
b--ve plHyed something be"'utiful on this old instru­
ment . 11 11 0n the contr2ry, 11 the attenn8nt replied , 
11he cUd !'!.Ct feel worthy of touching it . II 

I n that , P2.derei.vski exhibited a true Christian 
spirit in the pres~nce of all thnt is t11?Ue and 
good . \le a.re not 10rthy of touching the things 
of God ; yet, by his gr2ce we nre enabled to sh;:-re 
with his son the blessing of eternity . 

IV. Christian humility is -::>ossible only with God ' s 
hel~ . 

1 . Christ, 1)0ryed in G~thsemPne so that he might 
free the suffering of the cros~ brnvPly . Yet, 
the re2son he prrynd w2s because he huMbly realir.ed 
thPt without God he could not ber-r tr.:.e cross .... 
~X~XX~XllraXG 

2 . Bernara_ of Cla.irvau ... "".: s~.id , in the o_uotation 
we hPve c=>lre2.a.y read , thet 11hur!1ility is the mother 
of sPlvation. 11 A :personal 13SSUr"'nce of eternel 
salvation is bAsed on ?. personal knowledge of God . 
Th~ verv belief in sPlVP,tion in,)lies hilllility; the 
recognition of our in2bilit o seve ourselves . 

J . Humility, hm:rever , is 2 tricky thing . Alone, 
even if our intention is to rem: in humble , it is 
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herd not to divert thG.t hUI:lili ty to stfri t'lial pride, 
to become :proud th2t we <;re humble! 

A won['n i:.·'ho £requen t sEdd tha. t she ra.sn 1 t any 
better then anyone else to io the menial jobs that 
1'1Ust te done in eny hou~ehold, worked as ~ donestic 
helper for others. Yet, she constPntly called 
t'ttention to e2ch ta.sk 1lone in the nerformr'nce of 
her duty. So it is, that often when \·re think we're 
bein;; hunble, we're beine: obnoxiously nious. 
It 1 s c;ome thing ·'e cP.n r1riintitin with God 1 s help 
only; Pnd ImXR though it is p:1.r~doxical, it is 
tttne. that when ve think 1e ere huL1ble we ere not! 

O"Jt; -. It0tt.D.:es 0. constant conp"rison of ourselves 
t·1i th Jesus,~ the con~tc>nt re"li~r-' ti on of our 
shortcor.1ings thPvt such a comp~rison brings, to be 
Pble to 12intRin th~ nreper pers~ective of 
humility. 

A traveler tells of traveling on the Euro1?eP.n 
continent. He hr•d be~n told of q little ch~uel un 
"'M011.P' the S11 . ..,nish hills Pi th rPre n::Lintine.;s and 
n:lrvelous <;couc;tics. He ll'3ft the be~te.n nrth of 
trrvel th:'t he might visit the ul? ce. His first 
vierr WPS most disappointir.:.g . The nictures see""_ed 
to be mPsses of dcub. and the sounds \·rnre discord&n 
The guide led him on until he h:-,cl rePched a ce ·t2in 
no int, then be de him look; .?nd, lo, ever~r p2in tL:g 
i·ra s a oasterniece, ,. nd r1hen he sr.io -re it seemed e~s 

thoueh the flngelic c1 oirs hrd cone dovn to sing. 
The!l the gu icle no in tecl to the floor, :1 nC1. he _1 iscov8r 
thr->t Le Fa.s standin~ on f':l crimson inPgt=i of the 
Crops· 

\Te cannot see the be<:..uty of life ['S God pla.nned 
it, 0 s this trcveler cou~d not see the be~uty of 
th::tt ch·~pel; ue s:b .. all not hePr the voic0 C! nf uec>ce 
~:ino. uower ~l re stLlncl in humble ,An4rn~teti§¥-6re 
the cross of Christ. . 

Conclusion: 
l.f:rrtµ :By · exanmle and by trnrds Obrist urged 

hrnil i ty u1;on his followers. Truly, hnmili ty is 
2 necessPry ch~rPcteristic to the Christian which 
c_8.n be :>r"'cticed only bhr"ough God 1 s help. 
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2. 
Upo1: the Cross of Jesus, 

Mine eyes at times can see 
The very dvin~ for~ of One 
•:.Do suff ereo. there for me. 
And from my smitten he2rt, with tPRrs, 
Tu/"\ ··ond.ers I co1:.fess, --
The wonder of His glorious love, 
1;nd ny 0\·1n Horthlessness. 

I trke, 0 Cross, thy Shadow 
For mv ~bidin° nl~ce; 
I 2sk no other sunshine thP.n 
The sunshine of his face; 
Content to let the world go by, 
To knm·; no ge.in nor loss, 
My si::.1ful self rw only shrme, 
My plor;)rx a.11, the Cross. 

Elizabeth C. Clenh~ne,1830-1869. 

3. ChPllen~. Denounce self-pride. Person~lly 
,.,e "'re nothing. Ask God for hell) to be humble. Put 
fPith in Jesus Christ, rnd therein find the 'Y)O,·rer of 
God for sust~ined end ~umble Christirn service. 
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