lﬁ%ﬁ!%;zhtlHﬁIS.; s Cover page

Theme: WTo Vake & Declsion,”

Seripture: :Joshﬁa 2%*1#—15

Text: Joshua 24:15 (RQV) .,..choose
-this day whom you will serve......, but
-as for me and my house, we will serve
- the lLerd." .

Proposition: - ®The decision to serve
God must be acted on promptly and con-
tinuously if it is to be of the great
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221) ANOW ye noT That ye are a tempie or LOd, ahd hav
’?he Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For the temple of God
is holy, which temple ye are. (I Cor 9)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
physically strong.

Minister: A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge
increaseth strength. (Prov. 2L:5) Hear, ye children,
the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-
standing. (Prov. L:l)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
mental |y awake,

Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get
wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding.
(Prov. Li:5) Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By tzking heed therefo according fto Thy Word.

(Ps. 119:9)

People: On my honor | will do my best fo keep myselif
moral ly straight.

Minister: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright=-
eous man his thought, and let him refurn unfo the Lord,
and he wi|l have mercy upon him; and to our Cod, for He 4
will abundantly pardon. ( sa. 55:7) ‘

People: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justiy, ¢
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?  °
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Introduction:

1. A prominent lawyer of Tennessee
in an address once told this story: His
son came home from. school one day and
asked him if he were a good mathematician

"Yes, my boy, I think I'm pretty good,"
the father replied.

"Well, then, I have a problem I'd 1ike
to have you wWoTrk. There were three frogs
sitting on a loRg -- a bullfrog, a tree
frog, and g toad frog. The baEl1Trogg -
decided to jump off. How many frogs
were lefton :

The father smiled. "Why, that's>easy‘
Two frogs were left.'-

"And that's where you are wrong! "
exclaimed the boy, grinning. "Three
frogs were left. The bullfrog only de- :
cided to jump off. He didn't jump.™

Then the lawyer impressed upon his
audience that a person who would win
success must act promptly to act on his
deeisions.#

(#1229,p.322, Master Book of Humorous
Illustratlons ed.by Leewin B, dilliams,
Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1938). :

2. Qur theme today is "To Make a
Decision." The type of declsion we are



: RESPONS IVE READING FOR BQY SCOUT SUNDAY
! Minister: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto
.~ such as keep His covenant and His testimonies. (Ps. 25:10)
~ People: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God
- and my country.
Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and
: the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inheritance,
(Ps. 33:12) My son, forget not my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments. (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent.

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy=-
sel f, (Matt. 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glori fy
your Father in heaven,

People: On my honor | will do my best to help other
people at all times,

Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that
men should do to you, do ye also to them |ikewise. (Luke ms
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talking about is the typs on which you
act. Acceording to the dietionary, to
decide, or make a decision, on a-thing

is to settle or terminate a matter. To
settle a thing by picking a course of |
action means that one carries out that
action. We®Bre thinking today of decisions
that ‘are decisives: ones-that are acted

O +EAX

I. There are decisions about how you
will operate and act in your XxfRsxRwmx
YEUXXERAXBENsLxty personal, private I11fe,

1., Barly in l1life such decisions may
deal with the problem.of survival, or at
least with satisfying the elemental needs
of kmxkmxsd cravings of the-body. =

a. It is interesting to watch-:-a .
baby graduate from milk to cereal to
goft (strained) foods to diced or more ¢
course foods until he reaches the stage
of childhood where he can eat about the
same things as anybody else. At first
the baby couldn't be credited with
making much of a decision about what he
drinks or eats, though it is surprising
how early they can show their 1liking or
disliking for a given food. When he is
given a choice between such a foods as




b:51) Know ye not that ye are a ftemple of Goq, and That §
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For the temple of God
is holy, which ftemple ye are, (| Cor 9)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
physically strong.

Minister: A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge
increaseth strength. (Prov. 2;:5) Hear, ye children,
the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-
standing. (Prov. L:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
mental ly awake,

Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get
wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding,
(Prov. L:5) Wherewithal shal| a young man cleanse his
way? By tzking heed thereto according to Thy Word.

(Ps. 119:9)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
moral ly straight.

Minister: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-
eous man his thought, and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our CGod, for He .
will abundantly pardon. (lsa. 55:7) ;

People: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and !/
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justiy, -
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
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spinach and peachds the baby probably
will reach for the peaches. After all,
not only'do they #aste better, but
~if he is in the beginnings of the feed-
yourself: stage anybody should know that
the color of peaches looks better when
smeared on ones face than that of
spinach' Perhaps the choice of a food
of ones’ 1iking at an eqrly age is the
first stage of decision-making. ° -
b. As a child propgresses to 2,3,
4 or older he l=arns to:like candy,fﬂ
especially if it comes from the store.
He. also learns.that money will buy
candy. It doesn't take him too long
to see that "white moriey,! as our
little boy calls xxxxxxking all boins
except those that are obviously brown
;-pennies --ywill buy more candy than -
" brown money. So given a choice between
g penny and a nicklée or dime he will
reach for the dime, because he knows.
it will get more candy at the store.
Here is a decision not much above the
levexl of the byhy reaching for the
peaches, but its a decision surprising-
1y 1like some of those ‘that most of us
“make for most of our adult lives.
- As the child chooses the candy
instead of the food for dinner, as he



O:921) ANOW ye nOT ThaT ye are a tempie Of LOd, and Thav
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For the temple of God
is holy, which tempie ye are., (1 Cor 9)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
physically strong. ‘

Minister: A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowl|edge
increaseth strength. (Prov. 2L:5) Hear, ye children,
the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-
standing. (Prov. L:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself

" menfal ly awake,

Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get
wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding.
(Prov. li:5) Wherewithal sha | a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word.

(Ps. 119:9)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myse f
moral ly straight.

Minister: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright=
eous man his thought, and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He .
will abundantly pardon. (lsa. 55:7) ‘

People: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and '
what doth the Lord require of thee, but fo do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
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Inaques in more of "1t than He could be~
fore -he could make the decision ﬂor'

himself, he may find that 'his tummy

bs a bit uncomfortable. He may or may
not associate this with the candy, but.
older folk around him know that his %
dec¢ision to eat a lot of candy was not
a good one for his health .or happiness.
Later on he probably will come to un-
derstand this strange adult wisdom, and
be able to control his decision-making
a little bit more in keeping with his
real, basic bodily needs and comfort.

2. 2dults, too, must make xnixxxnhu
decisions dealing with their health. -

The amount of food to eat, and the tyﬁes;

the hours to sleepjihd type ef work to
dos the development of personal habits

of c¢leanliness; the seekingm of madiecal
help in the mattér of preventive medicine
-- immunizations, regular phvsical check-
ups, ete. -- are all things that are
matters of decision whén one is on his
own. Frequent visits to hospitals help
convince mm® any keen observer that all
these areas deal with matters in which
the right decisions are important. A
neglected or ill body is a hindrance to

a person and to all who must help care

d



RESPONS IVE READING FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

'Mlnnsfer- All the paths of the Loird are mercy and fruth unto

 ~ such as keep His covenant and His testimonies. (Ps. 25:10)
People: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God
and my country.

Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and
the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inherlfance.
(Ps, 33:12) My son, forget nof my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments. (Prov. 5:I)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind. obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent.

Minisfer: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with 2ll thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy-
sel f, (Matt., 22:37-39) Even so let your |ight shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father in heaven,

People: On my honor | will do my best to help other
people at all times.

Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that
men should do to you, do ye also to them | ikewise. (Luke

P S s w—
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AATE FOR HIM, vYet, the care of the body
during most of 1ife is a matter that is
1eft to a multitude of individual decis-
ions over which the person himself has
complete control. e h

3. Personal decisions also must be |
made as to thé vocational and avocational
skilks and abilities one develops. Some-
times it may seem that a person 1s sort
of trapped by forces greater than himself
to enter a certain trade, professiom, or-
way of livings and this may sometimes
be true. For the most part, however, in
the United States a p=2rson does have
the right and privilege to work toward -
the way of spending his waking hours in
a field of interasst to him. To be a bum
may be the decision, but this must be \
acted on by finding some way of getting
shelter, food and clothing without work-
ing for it! If the decision 1s for some
profession which demands & great degree °
of formalized schooling or training, the
acts based on the decision may include
saving money, or borrowins it, to attend
the training institution and to '"set up”
in business or profession. If the de-
cision is to start earning money as soon
as you can, without much formal training,



i RESPONS IVE READING FOR BOY SCCUT SUNDAY

’Minister: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto
such as keep His covenant and His iestimonies. (Ps. 25:10)
Peopie: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God
- and my country.
Minister: Blessed is the Nation whcse God is the Lord; and
' the people whom he hath chosen foir his own Inheritance,
(Ps. 33:12) My son, forget not my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments. (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my hest to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent.

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy-
sel f, (Matt. 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father in heaven,

People: On my honor | will do my best to help other
people at all times.

Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that
men should do to you, do ye also fo them |ikewise. (Luke

-
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Ing a nan-skilled type of JOb or E ying
-aﬁprentlceShlp in work in»which skill wil]
develop -—- with  the prospect of less in-.
-ooﬁe and-less interest in many of the o
ﬂraditionally ”finer” agpects of life as

the years go by.ts A

" In avocational‘;ﬁr off—work, racreation

al houTS'deelsiﬁns ‘hive te be:made too.

1t may«bﬁ to work én_ the house :and lawn ;
and spend‘mést @f‘ﬁheft;me with familty., |
=Tt maywbe ta spend Timecwith hobbiesy o .
Jop groupss It -may; be*tOxfih& excitgmenﬁi’
“or release from réséntments and tensiong *
in ‘doing things- whi%h'cne réallvesiﬁring*
harm torself and chers.“- = e J

(\ __:‘ = \j "é_ 5

s QL PersonaT;decisionsklnclude 1ookin
ahéad to /the: future.  This meank pIannlng
“Ffoy the yea:rf‘ of|01d iagey fior pessi’ble
sidkness, Q#f"hhrd—time$" when 1t:is}f‘g
imnossible to work or for ather Teasons:
income is: éut doWn.v For many pedple
pensions and:insuranceplans &re the. .
chief means of planning for care in old
age. Perhaps this is true for most peos
ple. Some sort of similar schemes are-w;«
usually true now, tooy for medifal care.
Savings programs are still carried out

by many people, however, as evidenced by



fhe Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For fhe temple of God
is holy, which temple ye are., (1 Cor Q)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
physically stronge.

Minister: A wise man is sftrong; yea, a man of knowledge
increaseth strength. (Prov. 2L:5) Hear, ye children,
the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-
standing. (Prov. L:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myse | f
mental ly awake,

Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get
wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding.
(Prov. L1:5) Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word.

(Ps. 119:9)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
moral ly straight.

Minister: Let the wicked forsske his way, and the unright-
eous man his thought, and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon. (lsa. 55:7)

People: He hath showed thee, 0 man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
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STill-T rising figures of savings in ~banks
and in stocks. and bonds. ©

To look ahead and save for the future
is strietly within the Methddist tradi--
tiony though as I think of my own plight-
and hear stories from some others of you
I sometimes wonder if there are.-any of
us sticking with the traditlon.u Anyway,
John Wesley did say, and: write, "Earn
All you can, gave all you can, give “all
you can." WMbgt of us are -interested in
- earning all we can, at leashffor as
little time and service as: up can give
for it, I'm afraid. Some & us work at
saving all we can, and magk:of us
wish we could find ways to " save more.
But probably most of us disagree with
Mr. Wesley on the "give gll you can.,"
We'll look in a bit at what that might
mean. ®¥wk To give all you can is
to make e~ dmwiximm a far-reaching
decision about our relationships to .
other people, and this is our second
great area of decision-making. \G-;

IT. There are decigions about how'
to_ac® towards Others.
T
x-‘1.. To speak of '"personal decisiond
as we did above, is to speak of some-




People:

physically strong.
Minister: A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge

increaseth strength. (Prov, 24:5) Hear, ye children,
the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-

standing. (Prov. L:1)
People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself

mental |ly awake,
Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get
wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding,
(Prov. L:5) Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed therefo according to Thy Word.

a icmpice OF buU, alivd | hal
myou? For the temple of God
s holy, on tewple are. (! Cor 9)
On my honor | will do my best to keep myself

(Ps. 119:9)
People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself

moral ly straight.
Minister: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-

eous man his thought, and fet him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon. (lsa. 55:7)

People: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but fo do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
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vhinBs which actually don't exist. Fvery
decision sooner or later affects others
in some way. But there are decisions
which are more private than public, and
there are decisions which determine how
you act toward others. It is these that
we talk about nowe.

2. When a person decides to "give all
he can'" he is making a decision that will
affect other people. If we do some very
conservative figuring from the member-
ship of this church we can illustrate -
what we mean. We will use a figure of
450 families or folks with separate
addresses as our conservative membership
figure. We will further conservatively
figure that 150 of these folks are re-
tired folks or widows. Here we ought
to be honest and admit that many retired
folks have more to live on per capita
than family groups do. A #6000 income
which must care for 6 people is not as
cood as a 32400 income which must care
for 1 or 2 people. We ought to remember,
too, that widows are often left with
income-producing property and assets,
and that women control much more wealth
in the United States than do men. So
we may not be at all realistic, and are
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the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For the temple of God

is holy, which temple ye are. (! Cor 9)
People: On my honor | will do my best fo keep mysel f

physically strong.
Minister: A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge

increaseth strength. (Prov. 2,:5) Hear, ye children,

the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-

standing. (Prov. L:1)
People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself

mental ly awake,

Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get
wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding.
(Prov. L:5) Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word.
(PS. | 1939)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
moral ly sfraight.

Minister: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-
eous man his thought, and fet him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon. (lsa. 55:7)

People: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justiy,
and to love mercy, and fo walk humbly with thy God?
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certainly conservative, when we take our
approximately 150 widows and retired

folk and estimate an average annual in-
come for them of %1500 each, fior a total
of $225,000., For the remaining 3008
family groups we might think of a $B000
per year income, Considering that some
of our folks are in the wealthy class,
and that a great many of our folks are
professional people with incomes much
better than this, ‘we may be lows. There
are some with less income than this,

we would admit. But %4000x seems.con-
servative and reasonable, and this would
be #1,206,000 a year. Add that to the
former figure and you have $14425,000,

If our folks were like the Seventh Day
Adventists, the Wesleyan Methodists, or
other strongly committed folks, and tithe
on their éncome to the church our church
would be receiving #$142,500 a year.

As a matter & faect, all giving and
earnings of all groups and persons into
all ereas of our church amount to about
1/% of that, or about #35,000 a year.
You are familiar with the program our
church carries on now, with the equip-
ment and econdition of the building.

You may consider it good -- and it is
not bad, we hope --, but think how much




a3 RESPONS IVE READING FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

 Minister: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto
' T"such as keep His covenant and His testimonies. (Ps. 25:10)

"~ People: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty fo God
. and my country.

Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and
. the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inheritance,
(Ps. 33:12) My son, forget not my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments, (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent,

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with altl thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy-
sel f, (Matt. 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father in heaven,

People:  On my honor | wi|] do my best to help other
people at all times, &

Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that

men should do to you, do ye also to them |ikewise. (Luke
aame. A.21Y Know ve not that ve are a temple L
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better it would be if we had four times =
as much money to work with. How muech °
more we could do in missions and relief, 1
in our own country and all over the w rid
If you object that all of ones giv ng
shouldn't go to the churchy I mldn't 2
argue too much. But supnose our: church .
got only half a tithe -- 5% --annually
of our estimated low income. We still
could be doing so much better a job. A
Well -- do we give all we can? I can
answer only for myself, and you only for
yourself. But the total picture for -our
church, nd for our community charibable
concerns would forece a total answer for
us of ”no." ‘
In the matter of giving my decision
1s one which affeets others greatly.

3. In the matter of community livingj!
decisions are important too. If you :
decide for representative government are.
you willing to let your representatives -
make the major decisions, or do you de- :
cide to make 1life miserable for them?

In the matter of group decisions on any
projeet, can you accept cheerfully and
cooperaﬁlvely the will of the majority
when you disagree. Your decision on
your attitude toward representative



RESPONS IVE READING FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

‘Minister: Al|l the paths of the Lord are mercy and ftruth unto

: such as keep His covenant and His testimonies, (Ps. 25:10)
People: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God
and my counftry.

Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and
the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inheritance,
(Ps. 33:12) My son, forget not my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments, (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent,

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy-
sel f, (Matt, 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father in heaven.

People: On my honor | will do my best to help other
people at all times.

Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that
men should do to you, do ye also to them |ikewise. (Luke

J
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gpvernment is pretty importantt{, for you
live under %4 representative forms --
city, county, state and nationql;.. You
might even add a fifth, the United Na-
tIons, whizh thqugh“hot officially a

,st:j;ll, “make s some decisions
e—ty mpprtantc in yeur 1ife

2 3 0, mfty 1iving
~o&‘i>a i&eip ti Ay eomgun
1ke éﬁwiﬂsﬁs%ﬁ%
afcgifvf\%.e% ~oandc

’5@@'@1&90‘1@ %7
‘tl’Sir!’g‘ﬁ 0131 Cﬂ%ig e
“of you ¢ ?aﬁ’_dahew %hgyo
.".;-*ﬁ. ?v'?:"::_vg 5‘:*4‘;"""
>3 b, We gouldzgo on 11?s§ing many: way >
wh:l:ch vﬁe “have  “npts toﬁchesql of hew; your: :_,
Qeeisions ofu&?eti g toward ofheré ‘makes
- great-diﬁqur An your 1life’ dhd theirs
‘Certainly we Jsfhouid not move:away without
mentioning :attltudes -of ‘toleawhace, for-
Tglveness,- resp?ect forr ingividuals, "firm-
‘ness inwstanding for ones. beliefs'while
‘respecting persons of® warying- beliefs,
and lots of other attitudes., - A§ you - :
make decisions dnc Jthese areas and’ act on
o o '; Ui e , g’ L; $ 4;%1.

i iy =¥ e * ke
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RESPONS IVE READING FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY T

. Minister: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto

such as keep His covenant and His testimonies. (Ps. 25:10)

People: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty fo God
and my counfry.

Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and

T the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inheritance,
(Ps. 3%:12) My son, forget not my law; but jet thine
heart keep my commandments, (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
heipful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent,.

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy=
sel f, (Matt, 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father in heaven,

People: On my honor | will do my best to help other
people at all times,

Minister; Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that
men should do to you, do ye also to them |ikewise., (Luke
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you are determining to a large extent what
you actually are as other peopk e see you,
and you are Belping set the tone of the
area in which you live. ,

5. There is one area of deecision in
which if the right decision is made many
of the decisions of pmxzwmakxmmd personal
or social nature fall into line and are
easier to make. We mean 2

III. The decision of how one should reacf
toward God. 5 —

= : <L

l. The modern evangelist Billy Graham.
calls his radio broadcasts "The Houp of .1
Decision." 1In his services, and over the,
air, he consistently tries to do one main
thing: get people to decide to mmx¥mx |
believe in Christ and then to follow him,
The decision that Dr. Graham seeks ~-: and
gets in surprising numbers --/ig" 2 /decis-
ion in the.true sense, to arr ve}at a ;
conclusion, opinion, or belief, “and then |
0o act on 1t. The first actlon he calls
for is the coming forward to the altar,
or rail, or front, to make a public con-
fession of ones bellef and decision. Then
in the counseling rooms the decisionsmakers

are given an oppotunity to record their |
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the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For the temple of God
is holy, which temple ye are. (! Cor 9)

People: On my honor | will do my best fo keep myself

physically stronge.

Minister: A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge

Tncreaseth strength. (Prov. 2L:5) Hear, ye children,

the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-
standing. (Prov. L:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself

mental |y awake,
Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get

wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding.

(Prov. L:5) Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By tasking heed therefto according to Thy Word.
(Ps. 119:9)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
moral ly straight.

Minister: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright=-
eous man his thought, and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our CGod, for He
will abundantly pardon. (lsa. 55:7) ¢

People: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
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their name, denominational preference,
and other personal data -- including
‘special personal problems --, TFollowing
this they are urged to turn %o their i
local church for regular worship, help,}m
and service; and the churchg is urged to°
seek them out and help them make good
on their decision to "live for Jesus.”
The true conversion has always been more
‘than just changing ones belief; it hasy
always ineluded that)plus ldVing quite!u l
a bit differently and - better. v ‘
|

2, T may not feél very comfortable in
Dr. Graham's meetings, and you may noicrg
Perhaps that's behause Wwe need a bit-m@r@
converting. But I must admit that hie® &
basie concept of dedision-making is sound.

3. When you do decide to live for
God, as he is revealed in Christ-'and as
Christ reveaks the life @od wantg you
to live, your life will be different. |
All of us know this, and expect :to see
something different in . the person who
claims to be conversed, to have made a
decision for Christ, to have had a real
Bspiritual experience," to know=>God in
their hearts. T suspect one reason that
church peopke are so often called "hypo-



RESPONS IVE READING FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

. Minister: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto
. such as keep His covenant and His testimonies, (Ps. 25:10)
~ People: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God
- and my country,

Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and

- the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inheritance,
(Ps., 3%:12) My son, forget not my law; but Jet thine
heart keep my commandments, (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this; A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent,

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy-
sel f. (Matt, 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father in heaven.

People: On my honor | will do my best to help other
people at all times.

Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that
men should do to you, do ye also to them |ikewise, (Luke
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critsg‘by non-church p eople, Or even by
others within the church, is that they
fall so far short of the converted or
changed 1ife that one expects of the trulj
religious, godly, Christian person. GSome-
times it seems that the person who empha-
sizes spiritualyty and conversion is about
the most grasping, selfish, self-satis-
fied, do-nothingnest person you can find.'
The spirituality sometimes seems to be

a smug assurance that "I've got something
nokw better than most people, so I'm good:
enough and don't need any more change."
This 1s the danger in overworking termi-
nology like "I'm saved," and "I'm a
Christian': that one is apt to stop at
that point and mmwrwexk switch a pretty
good start into a race in which he never
really stands up and runs.

I have a lot more respect for another
type of person, the one that takes his
vows of church membership or of pro-
fession of faith without much fanfare,
then gives himself fmkX¥Xyx as fully as
he can to service of the church and of
his community in quiet, helpful Christian
ways. When he backs this up with obvious-
1y generous giving of his mmney and pos-
sessions I can only assume that he really
is a changed person.
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RESPONSIVE READING FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

Minister: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto
such as keep His covenant and His testimonies. (Ps. 25:10)

People: On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God
and my counfry.

Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and
the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inheritance,
(Ps. %3:12) My son, forget not my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments, (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent,

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all

thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy-
sel f. (Matt., 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father in heaven.

People: On my honor | will do my best to help other

people at all times,
Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that

men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. (Luke
B A ey SRR el AT
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I, When one gives himself to God
he will be a changed person, too. He
will take care of himself, in body, mind
and soul, as best he knows how, He will
seek bet%er ways of taking care of him-
self. He will do this because he serious.
1y believes his body to he a temple of
God, and he wants God to have use of a
good and healthy and capable house. He
wants an alert mind for his master, too,
s0 he trains himself. He will want to
help other people for the same reason --
to please God. He knows that God loves
all people and wants them to be his
children, so he treats others with respec
This means such things as leaving gamblin,
alone, for to gamble (which is different
from just taking a chance) is to seek to
get all you can from anotherperson withou
giving him any more time or goods in
return than you have to. He won't chargé
overly-high prices for his merchandise,
for he knows that khis would be to charge
others more for his services of distri-
bution than those services are worth.
He will be forgiving of those who err,
and will always help hold the door of _
forgiveness and love out to them. Better
than that, he will always be their friend
Frxpt vax e ¥Rk R X kX REd XX uX Mg ks |
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the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For the temple of God

is holy, which temple ye are. (I Cor 9)
People: On my honor | will do my best to keep mysel f

physically strong.

Minister: A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge
increaseth strength. (Prov. 24:5) Hear, ye children,
the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-

standing. (Prov. L:l)
People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself

mental ly awake,

Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get
wisdom; and with all thy getting, get understanding.
(Prov. li:5) Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed thereto according to Thy Word.
(Ps. 119:9)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep myself
moral ly straight.

Minister: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright=
eous man his thought, and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He
will abundant!y pardon. (lsa. 55:7)

Peopie: = He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, .
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?
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B, The story of the exodus of the
people of TIsrael from Egypt to their
promised land ehded, you probably remem-
ber, mdt with Moses leading the people
into Canaan but with kis ¥¥mkhmx Joshua
doing so. Joshua is credited with plan-
ning and executing the strategy by which
the Israelites ovdrcame the Philistines
and established themselves in Canaan.

He did much to wield Israel into a nation,
But his chief contribution was to:solidify
for them their belief in one almighty God
and to create around that belief a nat-
ional religion. Just before his death
Joshua had the people come around him,
and in a speech he summarized what God
had done for them and him. He pointed out
to them the many tempting and false gods
and customs they could follow. He told
them that if they chose to follow their
own peculiar beliefs in the one God they
would find that the Almighty was a deman-
ding and fierce but just God. Then he ‘
asked them what they wanted to do, mmst -
AEweErRd xRk xomomes e xferxhinzekfcin
thexwerd axafxewextextxxxi serve God or
turn to the re’igion of the people among
whom they had moved? He answered for
himself the question that he had asked,
and his answer is our text{ Joshua said
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the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? For the fempie of God
is holy, which temple ye are. (I Cor 9)

People: On my honor | will do my best fo keep mysel f
physically strong.

Minister: A wise man is strong; yea, a man of knowledge
increaseth strength. (Prov. 2li:5) Hear, ye children,
the instruction of a father, and attend to know under-
standing. (Prov. L:l)

People: On my honor | will do my best to keep mysel f
mental ly awake,

Minister: Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get
wisdom: and with all thy getting, get understanding.
(Prov. L1:5) Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed thereto according fo Thy Word.

(Ps. 119:9)

People: On my honor t will do my best to keep mysel f
moral ly straight.

Minister: Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unright-
cous man his thought, and let him return unto the Lord,
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He
will abundantly pardon. (lsa. 55:7)

People: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; and
what doth the Lord require of thee, but fo do justly,
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? ‘
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the Lord." The peop’e answeredhim,

"we also will serve the Lord, for he is
our God."(v.18). Joshua did not live
very much longer. Most of the people
continued for sometime to serve God,

and prospered. The 01d Testament 1s full
of accounts how they suffered when they
turned from actively serving God. 1In
serving God they found a full and satis-
factory way o complete life. l

a5 For me and my house, we will serve ‘

=
e
Conclusion: gL
1. &veryone has to make decisions.
As we have used the word "decision" we
mean more than just to arrive at a belief
or opinion, but a conclusion which de-
termines action and attitudes. g

2. We have said that most of life's !
decisions are ones which affect either |
our personal private lives, or ones |
bearing on our social living -- our 1
dealings with others. |

3. We have contended that the easiest
and best way of arriving at correct
personal and social deeisions is to make
a major decision to give yourself com-
pletely to God and to attempt to do His

A o &
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RESPONS IVE READING FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

Minister: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and fruth unfo
such as keep His covenant and His testimonies, (Ps. 25:10)

People: - On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God
and my counfry.

Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and
the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inherifance,
(Ps. 3%:12) My son, forget not my law; but et thine
heart keep my commandments. (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
heipful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent,

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy-
sel fo (Matt. 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glori fy
your Father in heaven.

People: On my honor | will do my best o help other
people at all times.

Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that
man should do to you, do ye also to them |ikewise, (Luke
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in yomr 1ife. It is veryYimportant
to have you r belief and opindon of God
be a real decision, for the decision to

serve God must be acted on promptly and
continuously If it is to be of the

great worth In your 1ife that it can be

and should be,

4, "Choose ye this day whom e, w£i1
serve." The right choiece is 1ife\s
biggest decision.

o o " 1
S
2 \.‘
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4 g RESPONS IVE READING FOR BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

 Minister: All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto

such as keep His covenant and His ftestimonies, (Ps. 25:10)

: People:  On my honor | will do my best to do my duty to God

and my country.

Minister: Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord; and
the people whom he hath chosen for his own Inheritance,
(Ps. 33%:12) My son, forget not my law; but let thine
heart keep my commandments, (Prov. 3:1)

People: On my honor | will do my best to obey the Scout
Law and the Law is this: A Scout is trustworthy, loyal,
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean, reverent.

Minister: Hear also what our Lord Jesus Christ saith; Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind--and thy neighbor as thy-
sel f, (Matt. 22:37-39) Even so let your light shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father in heaven,

People: On my honor | will do my best to help other
people at all times.

Minister: Remember also the Golden Text; As ye would that
men should do to you, do ye also to them |ikewise, (Luke
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