
on some communications equipmert 
··some mysterious signals which 

seemed to be messages from 
outer space. You have some con­
tradiction there. Whether they 

• 
decide those messages came from 
other i nte 11 i gent creatures 
somewhere in space, or from God, 
as some have suggested, they 
are st i I I faced with the need e to exp~ain hov.J it al I started ir 
the first place. 

You see, we Ii ve ~\4. asplJmp-
t ions, by unprove~~itF~es, es 
much as we do by a~~olute facts. 
Vi/hat, then 1 i s the test of a go< 
set of assumptions by which to 
live? Would not the best test 
be to determine wbich set of 
basic assumptions, which phi­
losophy, contributes the most 
to ~our happiness and to the 

• welfare of the rest of the humar 
race? This is not just the 
selfish way of looking et it, 
for you're thinking about your­
self and about others too • • Religion hes long held that 
there is indeed a "something", 
a creator, an intel I igence, 
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one God, who not only created 
~the universe, but who gave man 

a favored position in it, and 
who is vitally interested 
in the welfare and future of 
this universe and of each 

•person. This outlook is an 
assum ption, we' 11 gran"tyou, bu· 
it is an assumpt ion which has 
made a great deal of difference e in I ife. It has made I ife much 
better for mi I lions of people 
than their lives might other ­
wise have been . Further, some 
people of religious faith in­
sist that they know this God 
personally, and that He is a 
fact. Such fo I ks norma 11 y are 
truthful, honest and dependableJ 
so you can't discount their 
faith real quickly . 

The best forms of religion 
are not interested in ma~ing 
a profit for themselves, nor 
in getting power for themselves 1 

but in helping you and others 
like you seek for yourself e something of truth, of meaning, 
of purpose in life. Religion 
wants you to find understand­
ing and purpose . 



,.. 
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You ~an'+ escape the ques­
tions wifh which religion 
deals, for it deals with the 
very ultimates: with what you 
a re, why you are here, and what 

• is going to become of you. it 
To le6ve religion out of your 
life is to be a materia ist, 
and .you .are tben rea 11 y f o 11 ow­
ing a philosophy which denies 

e t~~i!c~m is any!h ing r;'ore than 
a p1€Rlsure-seek1ng animal. 

' ' 

An . honest church, and honest 
rel igi·ous leaders, wi 11 not 
claim to have final truth which 
is reserved only for that 
church, its l~aders and members. 
Honest religion seeks man's 
best answers from the ages. 
Honest religion encourages you 
to examine al I the possible 
answers. It encourages you to 

• seek the truth, wherever that 
search may I ead you. It on I y 
asks that you give as much 
thought and time to the assump­
tions which are religious as 

• 'iou dlo to any other ideas • and 

facts presented to you. Re­
igion is convinced that if 

you wi 11 give its basic assump-





,..- John 4:b-L'.b 
"' 

+ions fair consideration and 
trial, you wi I I become religiou~ 
and thereby be enriched mental I) 
and spiritually, and also you 
wi I I have a better phys i ca I 
life. 

As you seek truth, you' 11 
find yours41f in the company of 
some mighty interesting people . 

• Late in Apr i I ( 1965) I was in 
Boston, Massachussetts, attend­
ing a meeting of ~lains of 
a 11 branches of the mi Ii tary, 
both active and reserve and 
national guard . Roman Catholic 
priests, Protestant ministers 
of a 11 shades, and rabbis 
representing the differ~ing 

•types of Jewish belief were 
there. In the various sessions 
of the conference we heard 
outstanding national leaders 

• 
of government 1 I aw, busi1ness, 
television, newspapers, end 
religion. The common tie 
binding them al I together was 
the conviction that there is 

• a Creator God who made man a 
spiritual being to share the 
~odly characteristic of immor­
tality; and that ~his God has 



.. 
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high moral and ethical stand­
aras which he demands of those 
who believe mn him. Because 
of this conviction, this mixed 
array of clergyman~and leaders 
from many bus i nes#'·ang pro-

• fessions were joined there in 
discussing how to hel~ ·· other 
people, through the poverty 
program, through urban renewal, 
through bringing international 
understanding, through fighting 
disease and i I I iteracy. Their 
belief in God and in the God­
given worth of each person has 
made them effective and real 
contributors to the i mproved 
conditions of mi 11 ions of peopl< 
in this generation. 

Not on I y w i I I your seeking 
for truth and meaning be more 
successfu I if you make the 
religious avenue and philosophy 
your choice, but as you seek 
you wi 11 find that ill you I ear1 
and experience makes more sense 
Believe you me, there are real I'. e strong and va Ii d reasons why 
the majority of the great 
contributors and discoverers 
in the w~lds of sciihce and 
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politics~r; people of firm 
and convinced religious faith. 
People of intelligence such 
as¥® we believe you to be wi I I 
take note of this fact, and 

• 
give this thing of religion 
a hard, ~ong ~ry, on your own. 

A new bride started one day 
to cover her pantry shelves 
with newspapers. About that 
time her mother came in, took 
a look, and stopped her. "No, 
no, 11 said the mother. "Lef:J:.­
over w~I I paper, brown wrap­
ping paper, paper bags -- any­
thing but newspapers. Do you 
want everybody to know when you 
cleaned your shelves last?" e (Woodmenx .£.f. the World Magazine 
as in au 0 t e I 519 /6 5, p. I 5) • 

If you can sincerely and 
• honestly arrive at a religious 

faith with which to I ine your 
.1 if e, that Ii ni ng wi 11 never c, 
be,-<9r-~+,9e?ted, for it w i I I ~ 
ys11Gf 

1
t truth, understadding, 

•success, reality, and~ God 
your maker. 

For many of us for whom re-



... 



r--= Joh,n .. 4: b-L'.b 

ligion is so large and vital 
a part of life, Christianity is 
the faith which contains God's 
~st revelation to mankind. 
In fact, more people hold and 

• 
have held the Christian faith 
than any other one religion 
in mankind's known history. 
At the heart aof this Christian 
religion is a figure in historyi 
Jesus, whom Christians point to 
as both the ideal man and as 
God revealing Himself to man­
kind. This Jesus is quoted in 
one of the gospels, John, as 
saying, "God is a Spirit: 

• 
and they that worship him must 
worship him in sprrit and in 
truth" • 

My reasoning with you, my 
plea, my appeal to your intel I­
i gence, is that you recognize 

• 
the spiritual aspect of life 
as bein9 an avenue to truth. 
As you tind truth, you' 11 find 
that material things fade 
away, but that personality 

eand spirit and the spiritual 
are the worthwh i I e and I as+ i ng 
aspects of life. The sooner 
you find this out for yourself, 
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the more you wi I I get out of 
Ii fe and the more you wi I I 
contribute to the lives of 
others. 

20 
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God 1s children, now ••• '* 

9 Proposition: Youthful Christians ar1 
believers in Christ who in the presen· 
life continue to learn rapidly, to 
change and act promptly, and to be 
on the side of justice and fairplay; 
in all of this progressing tuward 
that greater maturity which they will 
experience in God 1s pfesence forever. 
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Introduction: 
1. HChildren'' is a word frequent)J 

used throughout the Bible to desig­
nate the followers of God. In The 
Old Testament the "Children of IsraeJ 

~ are the descendents of Abraham. The 
Old Testament presents God as having 
made a covenant, or agreement, with 
Abraham that if he and his descendant 
believed in and obeyed God they 

• should have special favor in God •s 
sight. Not only were they then to be 
called the children of Israel, but 
also the children of God. 

2. In some of the later prophets 
of Israel, such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and Hosea, the concept was enlarged 
to present the thought that God al­
lows people of all races to be his 
children. They must, by Old Testa­
ment thought, become Jews by adoption 
and ceremony if they are to be~ 

• such children of Israel and of God. 

3. The New Testament writers 
followed up on this larger idea, but 
broke away from the thought that 

• children of God must first be Jews, 
or children of Israel. Jesus popu­
larized the image of God as a Father, 
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..- and of )lis followers as ehildMn of 
God. New Testament writers, of books 
other than the Gospels, rnkquently 
used the phrase "children ~f 
Godo to speak of those who were 

,,... christian. 

4o As far as the Bible is concern. 
ed, there's no doubt about it: 

........ Christians are often compared to 
children. we may well ask what 
characteristics about childhood, or 
youth, are so outstanding that they 
can be considered akin to the pecul­
iar, special characteristics of 
Christians? We can safely assume 
that the lack of age, immaturity in 

bodily growth, a dislike of taking 
baths or other regularity, the 
attractive bodily packages of some 
young people, and other physical 
characteristics are not the traits 
of youth which cause Biblical writers 
to compare Christians to them. we 
can turn, instead, to 

Io Mental and spiritual aspects of 
iouth, to help us in our understand~ 
ing. 

l~ren are eager sort of 
~ aey want things right nowo) 



? 

~e first day my brother went to 
scho6l?ije came home in the after­
noon w1 a brand new coat, three 
sizes toolo· or him. When my moth­
er asked ere he had got it, his 
reply was quite casual: "It's all right, _ 
Mum, when the bell went all the 
others charged into a big room and 
took a coat, so I did the same!" -
LINDA CROWE, Woman's Own, Lon­

don. 
c 
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Small children have little or no #con­
cept of time . Psychologists point out 
that at first the small child 1s in­
terests are chiefly in himself. If 
his demands are not granted instantly, 
h e can raise an awful howl. As a 
baby grows he gradually comes to 
sense the pleasure or displeasure of 
his parents toward him. He may 

a react by trying to please them, and 
.,. thus by rapidly learning and doing 

as best he can what pleases them 
find their approval . Or, he may feel 
inadeaute to please them, and rebel 
and stubbornly reimst their desires 
for him. Whichever trend he follows 
in his development, he is apt to be 
eager for immediate accomplishment 
of that which he wants. Sometimes 
this wanting to get the job done at 
once shows up as a keen sense of 
competition. Eagerness, immedia~cy; 
enthusiasm; activisim.: these are 

~ words which des:cribe important aspects 
of you~h. " ' I'S ""'- ,1 V\ c. o "' ~~ ~ LC; 

2. Our Roman Catholic friends are 
often quoted as saying that if they 
are given a child to train during his 
first seven ~ears he will not depart 
from that church. All of us could 
point to exceptions to such a state-

~ 
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ment, but there is real fact that a 
child's first few years are very· im­
portant to what he is and knows for 
the rest of his life. The psycholo­
gists, again, point out that the year~ 
of childhood and youth are ones of 
constantly expanding social interest 
and activities. From first becoming 
aware of Mother and Daddy, then Bro­
ther and Sister, the child and youth 
f inds an ever-increasing number of 

~ :?,eople who affect his life and are 
important to him. He is full of cur­
iosity about all these people. The 
places they take him, the things he 

" ~ sees, ~t endless questions, un-
til weary parents sometimes wish that 
the human voice had never been in­
~ented. 1he JUd;:iJC± ability to learn 
rapidly, and to adjust to new concept 
is surely a very important aspect of 
youth. 

3. Many a time a child will come 
home from school blazing mad over 
something which he feels is an injus­
tice that took place during the schoo 
day. His anger toward the teacher I 
who wasn't fair, or ~.rd the big I 

• bully who picked on some little kid 
on the playground, is strong. Child­
ren and yoSth so often seem to have 
a keen sense of fair ~lat and justic~ 
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A child and youth learns the art of 
compromise, or working things oTut wit 
others, partly because of his feeling 
for the rights of others. Because 
of this it has been relatively easy 
for causes which play up words like 
freedom, fairplay, justice, and so 
on, to find support among the young, 
particularly among students.~ have 
heard sometimes in recent years of 
remarkable political power which 
students can yield in many countries. 
It is easy for communists and other 
unscrupulous agitators to get student 
backing of a cause by telling them 
that it is a just cause, in the 
interests of fair play and a better 
way of life for all. Even though 
we know that this sense of righteous 
indignati1n within young people is 
of ten l~ ·d into dangerous and wrong 
channels, we also know that it can 

be a fine and good thing. we would 
mt exterminate it. It should be 
channeled in good directions. 

4. Children and youth are pe~ple 
vho are not yet mature, whn have 
the best of life still ahead of tram 

5. We can not list all aspects 
of childhood and youth, even if we 
had time. We have mentioned four 



u 

Church attendance nearly doubled 
after th~ minjster began billing him­
self as "Sacred Agent 007 "-BILL 
CoPELA1'.'D, Family Weekly . 
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very impertant ones so far: (1) a 
keen sense of the :importance of ' the 
present, or wanting immediate action 
and results; (2) the ability to lear 
rapidly and to adjust quickly to new 
sitaations; (3) a strong feeling 

~ for justice and fairplay; and (4) 
maturity as a thing that is still 
ahead of them. ~~ believe that a goo 
case can be made that 

~ II. These characteristics of youth 
are also ones which are integral 
to the good Christian. 

I ) , /c ,. /,. /t ! A J? I / I~ f'<'/ 
( 4»1t{.4. (Y <s- . " ...,_ -- .. , ,,,. 
I l~cr' .A t.~enser of the impon.nce·" of -
of 1'\,he present is something which 
every Christian should have . Jesus 
aas very much interested in people 1s 
present condition. He healed them, 
taught them, and spoke out for their 
current welfare . The church that 
thinks mainly of the hereafter but 
frowns on Christian social action e here is not in the pattern of Jesus. 
We can be proud that we are part of 
a church which always has been and is 
very much interested in having a 

• 
society in which people are treated 
well and justly. jtJ'e are followers 
of Jesus in this. 

2. A sense of the impDrtance of ~ 
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the present for Christians is indica­
ted in our Scripture of today. .The 
second verse shows this in the words 
which are our text: ~Beloved, we 
are God' s children now •••• n The Scrj 
ture then goes on to point out how 
sin, which is called ltNrlessness, 
should be avoided now; that Christia 
will live as righteously as they can, 
being wary to avoid 11 the devil." 
The New Testament is full of words 
which reveal the expectation of the 
early Christians that Christ would 
come back soon, that mankind would be 
judged, and that the end of the world 
would then come. They stressed that 
each Christian should live righteous­
ly and faithfully, so as to be among 
the chosen of the Lord at this great 
time. although in the centuries 
since then most Christians have not 
been so sure that Christ 1s coming 
would be :iJnmediate, the stress has 
continued on a present Christian lif~ 
which would be ready at qny time 
to face its maker. A feeling of the 
great need of being the best person 
now, in this everyday life, is most 
important to Christian life. A yout• 
ful aspect of Christianity is its 
sense of the impnrtance of the 
present. 
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J . The ability to learn rapidly 

and to adjust quickly is another of 
the childlike characteristics which i! 
l.:ecaning to Christianso Jesus cer­
tainly acted as if he expected his 
followers to be this wayo To fisher-

9 men he said ~•Follow me, 11 and they 
dropped their nets ah.en and there 
and followed him, we are told. In 
another incident a ymch young man, 
~ who had asked Jesus what 
he must do to inherit eternal life, 
was told 11 go sell all that you have 
and follow me." Jesus recognized the 
impo:r13,nce of quick learning and fast 
adjustment for his followers. We 
today should recognise this too. It 
is certainly contradictory when a 
ch8rrrch,W.Sich is a society of the 
followers of Jesus, becomes known as 
reactionary, tradition-bound, slow­
to-change . In the world of today 
we can be proud that our church offi­
cially is on the side of people who 
are seeking to exercise justice, 
opportunity, social rights, and 
self-government for the first time . 
We regret the small but loud percen­
tage in our ranks who oppose iJUch e changes primarily because they see 
in them tgimaas ~o ~heir own special 
privileges. Yes, to be a good 
Christian is to be learning constant~ 



Sen. B. Everett Jordan was to speak 
to the Winston-Salem Rotary Club. 
The master of ceremonies said that 
the "Distinguished Senator" would 
be introduced by his brother, Dr 
Frank Jordan, a member of the club. 
Dr Jordan stood, pointed a finger 
across the table at his brother and 
said, "There's Everett." Durham 
( N C) Morning Herald. 
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Baseball's Bill Veeck tells about the 
late Tyrus Cobb, who had a life­
time batting average of .367 in the 
big leagues. "What would you hit 
in modem baseball?" a fan asked 
the Georgia Peach. 

"About .300," said Ty Cobb. 

"You mean the game is that much 
tougher today?" the fan asked. 

"Naw," said Cobb, "but remem­
ber, pal, I'm 65 now."-Eagle. 

---------Vol. 51 No. l~ 
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ly, and to be unafraid to change as 
one learns. This is youthful ability 
which is important to Christians . 

,.., T I\ ~'(~) ~ ~ ~ ' . . I ~ ti i I "> 

4. The youth's strong fee!ing 
for justice and fairplay needs to 
be retained, too, by the Christian. 
The person who avoids testifying in 
court on behalf of someone whom he 
feels is being mis~reated, avoiding 
testifying because he dislikes the 
publicity of the courtroom and the 
treatment he gets from the opposing 
lawyers, is not in the pattern.of 
Christian outlook. Ghrist set an 
example of fearlessness in this 
respect. He threw over tables ~ in 
the temple where money changers took~ 
advantage of the sacrificial spirit 
of the poor. He denounced the pries 
ly and ruling class who stuck by eve 
dot of the law but had no feeling f o~ 
the connn.on man. We of today are in 
Christ's following when we throw 
our weight on the side of f airpl~ 
and justice for all people, every2 
where. This is a youthful charac­
teristic that each Christian needs 
to retain • • 
G 

" • I . .,,,, rfi 6 r r ~ VIL .m:,3G7 (l),l • .... .jca ..... -
5 . No mat~er how old they are in 

years, Christians living on this 
earth should not feel that they are 

~ j 
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mature, for in this life they are 
never fully so. The complete Bible 
verse from which our text comes says 
"Beloved, we Are God's children 
now; Di' it does not yet appear 
what we shall be, but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him~ 
Just as a youth is not considered 
a mature person until he is grown, 
educated or trained, and established 

• 
in his life's work, so full Christian 
maturity comes only li life eternal 
with God. A conviction that this 
is so keeps us from being too com­
placent now. It keeps us working, 
hoping, striving. This is ~outh­
ful, and is also characteristic of 
the best Christian character. 

Ceaelusiong: 
1. We have observed~that the 

Bible, and particularly The New 
Testament, fr~quently uses the term 
0 children11 to refer to followers of 

• God, and to Christians. 

2. We have observed and discussed 
several traits which are common to 
childhood and youth, and concluded 

• that these are characteristics which 
Christ and the Bible point out as 
being important in Christians. 
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3. With the S'cripture writer 
we agree, when he uses familiar 
terminology, saying, 11 We are children 
of God now •• 0 

• 4. We believe~hat youthful 
Christians are believers in Christ 
who in the present life continue to 
learn rapidly, to change and act 
promptly, and to be on the~ side 

• of justice and fairpJav; in all of 
this progressing toward that greater 
maturity which they 1.fill ep1perience 
in God*s presence forever • 

• 
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God, if wek have been true to ThY 
Son and to Thy Word today, if we 
have been accurate in our considera­
tion of youth, grant that we as e Christians may be youthful ones . 
Help us alwys to find zest in living, 
in finding worthy causes £or which 

• 
• 

to work, and help us to have the 
ability to change and adjust for 
the good, always . 

In Jesus Name. Amen • 
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