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That something is a belief in the funds
Qnental reasonableness and orderx of the
world, in the rationality of all things
If we give up the assumption that all
things exist and work acoording to
@reasonable laws, we give up our vast
system of inferences and reasoning from
what we now know to future, possible,
and distant events, and progress would
no longer be possible,

. -
velgron,
3. In the area of’boiguf the pro-

blem we face on Easter day, today, pri-
marily is the question of whether or
not 1life really does continue beyond
the death of the present physical body.
Some people would argue that you can-
not make a good case for life eternal.,
We would answer that if immor#ality is |
.NOT true, then we are confronted with
a strangely unreasonable thing., As we
look at Ske human being§ we think we
see that after an ages-long deveiop-
@rent wsden the—guijance—ef~Ged/sver-
more-complex  orgaaisms, there has at
last come into being a creature whose
worth is beyond question because he
@can weigh values; he can judge all
things by jideals given him from beyond
himself, is able to unlock many of
the secrets of nature itself, Yet,

this same creature, the human, cannot
. A
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always live here on this earth, If
.when he dies and thereby leaves this
earth this-life;—3H that is the end o
him, then all his long development
over centuries and over thousands of
lifetimes will have come to nothing.
That human development of the indi-
vidual is cut off by physical death,
that the \nding and values
achieved : Py, vanish, does not
@-cen verd reasonable,

4. Many people are convinced that
the world is reasonable in its mechani-
cal constancy -- you can count on the
calendar, on the seasons, and so on,
Isn't it reasonable also to suppose
that there is a purpose in all #heof 111t

worldly dependabllIty Jametmd—peppled,
q{any scientists say that there would
be no mechanical order to the universe
if there were no purpose or reason.

5. Our faith, our religion, states
that God is the reason behind every-
thing, the planner of it all., If there
is a God, the only God, controlling

t all, then there is a rational,
easonable, logicalﬁasis , indeed-al-
most a demand- that we believe in
life eternal, in immortality, for the

individual,
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o #. The traditional Easter Scripture

at we read, Matthew 28:1-9, and the
QIR 5%%?{ 12 : 20006—wiskBhmpiio—
“Senr-reigreine=of—deeys-pimsels about
life eternal,-bed are Scriptural evi-

.dence and teaching to back up —
-iiéEE'whi=§:z==lunt—¢omstatdﬂﬁgﬁg, as
to why it is reasonable to beliefe in
life eternal.

.I.qn‘., It is reasonable, firstly, to be-
lieve in life eteraml, because if God
IS good, then He wills to conserve all
value,

1. A motorist had to make a detour
on a really-unimproved country road, #
and became bogged down in a deep mud-

Qole. He paid a passing farmer $10
o pull him out with his tractor. Af-
ter he was on the good road again, he
remarked, "I'd think that at that price
you'd be pulling people out of this mud
ay and night."

"Nope," answered the farmer, "at
night's when I tote the water for the
holes."

That farmer knew a good thing for
himself, at least, and was going %o do
what he could to keep it going!
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() 2.We believe that i—t—i—s-m-&ammble\e
te=dhdpk that God keeps life going &l
for meeX people because flidifabosin /

11f %af@, ood thing, ely a good
Godﬁﬁﬁu keep the good@%i people from
being destroyed forever; just as he
does not let matter or energy ever
disappear fri%_the universe or world,
but pemhens? %» 1t change form. The
.human personality may change form, but

it is always in exiatehee in one way
or another, we believe, reasonably.

3. The goodness and power which
God has dispdayed in so many areas of
the world would seem to a rgue that
he does not let goodness ang values of
any kind disappear, be déstroyed.

.II. Another reason for believing in
life etermal is that a Good God will
not allow the many anjust conditions of
this world for so many people to be the
@cnd of existence and experience for kim
them.

1. The problem of injustice in the
istribution of pains and pleaswres
in this life is a difficult problem to
explain, any way you look at it, and
especially for a believer in God
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2, Without a belief in immortality
®: ¢ would be a completely unsoluble pro-
blem. But with belief in life eternal
there comes the assurance that all wil
be equalized eventually, the good re-
warded and the evil punished. This is
in keeping with the belief that God is
good, Our Scripture saying, words of
Jesus, spealy to this point: "He who
loves his 1life loses it, and he who
ates his life Xmwxm=x in this world
will keep it for eternal 1ife ¥ Tt
doesn't mean that you hate your life
in the sense of despising it. It does
mean that you recognize long-range
values enough to be willing to sacrifi
and give up some pleasures and benefits
now in order to help otherd, “t63serve
od, to achieve life dternal by becom-

&
.ing Phrough-praedigera fit person to

live in God's presence,

0
3. Mfrom one of my

@carly parishes, or churches, illustra-
tes the impelling reason to beliefe in

life eternal as a compensating, right-
ing factor, I think, It is theﬁié&ﬁ

of a person who by the tim% Jfg&!k;her
‘.bas an elderly person, Shd, Told me,

over a period of time, her Qife story,

some of which I want to share here.
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As a young girl, adults viewed her
.as particularly intelligent, a=3 ps she
developed she seemed to absorj knows
ledge very quickly. B bright future
was forecast for her, regardless of
the fact that she came from a poor and
hard-working, honest, religious family.
At the time when she should have been
enabled to go to high school, and per-
haps later to college, her mother,
‘Jho was the means of support for the
family since the death of the father
when the girl was very young, became
a permanent invalid. This girl was the
oldest in the family, and she had to
~ do anything she could #&mh to earn
~ money to help support the family. As

she grew into maturity thi sponsi-
bility continued, Hr%ﬁ.ﬂgﬁ

g the younger brothers and disters
finally grew up, and her only respon-
sibility was to herself and her mother,
Phe found a little time <wen for her
@ovn interests, particularly her reli-
gious and church activities. Through
the church she met a man of some fin-
ancial means, and they eventually were
rried., It looked as if she would
now have a few years of well-earned
happiness and security. However, i
whe was killed in
| an accident, and not much later her







L e A T S N L SRl 1 T S -
John 12:20-26 g

| mother died. Quickly thereafter
 @the great crash of the late 20's and

early 30's wiped out her property and
bank accounts. Only a small place
with a house and a little bit of land
was left, She supported herself on
- that, raising a bit of fruit, keeping

a cow, pig and ghickens. She got a
dog, and after she got to love it
an accident took its life., Another

.dog replaced it, but this one ate
soem poisoned meat. With each death
a part of her seemed to go. She once
asked why heWe so unfor-
tunate; but that q§e3h¢u
Tkasbed thd heavenly Father¥e hake
things rightwsw THE LoN6 gy,

4. This true account gess points out
@12t some people 8% enter on this 1ife
- with great promise, only to have
- environmental obstacles, or disease,
or accident eeem=tm strike them down
@-t every turnquntil death finally in-
tervenes, Will a Good God let such
careers stop there? It is more reason-
able to assume that He will provide
ew ways of work and growth and satis-
action in a life to come,

I1T. ood God provides immortalit
as a means of giving each life a way

y
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$0 achieve its possibilities not achie-
.ved here on earth through no personal
fault.,

l. Some people still live who re-
member Woodrww Wilson as president of
The United States, and others of us
have read about him in the history
books. He believed fervently in the

eace-consdrving possibilities of an
rganization of world scope, the lLeague
of Nations. In his own country he
found little support for=the League
of Nations, and sawthis nation refuse
to join it., Perhaps he was on the
wrong track in seeing the lLeague as
the best vehicle for peace., JHe—was-

~docielato—failupe—tr Tebbtrt—hl i oo~

Wms sin-
erity was apparent, and over the years

becomes even more respected. Is the
yearning of this man, long-dead, and
others before him and since his time,
@to be forever denied, that peacé"\égcome
a reality? Who knows? Maybe the
memory of Woodrow Wilson will accom-
plish more since his death than his
nfluence did in life. Maybe in life
ternal he can find approval from the
source dthat ultimately counts, and
know that he was not a failure, as he

must have felt he was when he died.
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.1 2., The holiest of saints, the most
e

arned of scientists, and the most
gifted artists are keenly aware of the

-

distance that their finest efforts fall

short of the goals set in their hearts
ost of us have goals which never are
fulfilled here on earth., Life is not
long enough. Our understanding and
skills do not develop fast enough.

3. It seems that God has given to
each person an infinite and endless .
task, Does He give only a little bit
of time in a short life here and now,
and then sweep that person away into
utter annihilation and death? To call
such a God good would be a contradic-
tion,

4. Belief in God logically demands
that we believe in immortality, .so
that in life eternal a person may be
given a chance to make up for his ina-

.bilities and failures here on earth.

That "making up" might be a chance to
keep on working at his chores; or it
might only be to know that he is
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~

‘Enderstood fully and forgiven complete-

y by God; that at last he is really
at home permaneantly and in happiness
forever.

@Conclusion:
1. Here today we have been pointing

to some reasons for belief in life e-
ternal. We have said that because the
orld we live in and know obviously is
operating in an orderly way, it is
logical to believe in an intelligent
and reasonable operator of the world
and its universe. We call that opera-
tor by the name of God.

2. We have said that for a human,
which we have claimed as the highest
iving organism on earth, it is logical
to expect a reasonable and just outcome
of 1life, as opposed to a meaningless
existence.

@ 3. Ve have said that because God
conserves the energy and matter of the
universe, letting them change from form
to form but never letting them disap-

.gear, it is reasonable to assume that
e treats the human spirit in a simllaq
manner., We believe that the experience

of death is but a change of form for
the housing of the eternal personality.
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4. We have pointed out that a faith
in life eternal gives us a preview of
a time and condition where the injus-
tices of life will be made right.

@ 5. There are many other reasons for
- believing in life eternal, The great-
‘ est of all, of course, is the record of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This
as been the central fact and article
of Christian faith since its beginning.
Because Jesus lives, we shall live alsq
Eternal 1life has been demonstrated to
! us and promised to us by Jesus. We
| need but to have faith in him, to
i follow him, to love him,
| 6. Our Scripture, words of Jesus,
llustrates and says well the essence
of Jesus”outlook on this life and the
next: "Truly, truly, I say to you, un-
less a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains alone; but
@:r it dies, it bears much fruit. He
who loves his life loses it, and he
who hates his life in this world will
keep it for eternal life,"







