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TeXt: III John 2b — "I know that it
is well with pour soul."

Theme: It is Well with Your Soul.

Propogition: A strong faith in Christ's
resurrection gives the basis for a happy

life now and a removal of the fear of
death, enabling it %o be said, "It is
well with your soul."

Date written: April 20, 1957.
Jo. of cards in these notes: /g~

Llaceg and dates preached:
SPAR), 577~ B/ /00 %
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Jntroduction:

1. Life magazine some years agd cas.
ried a series of pictures which the capdd
tion writers sald showed that people are
a worried Yot, 014 folks and young, men
and women, boys and girls; walting for
bus, traln or traffic light; sitting at
desk, standing at factory machine or
purchasing from a store counter; all the
pictures indicated 2 worry, an unsareness
a soledng and rather dim view of things.

2, In contrast, consider a young men
who was hitchhhiking through the country,
trying after an Easter vacation to get
back to his college, during the dgys when
few students had cars or travsl money,

He dumbed unsuccessfully in a small town
for some hours. Then, tired and with
only about 50¢ in his pockets, he walked
into one of the village's general stores
to get a bottle of mile and perhaps a:
nickel cake or package of crackers for
his lunch. The contrast of bright out-
gide light and the dark interior of the
store was blinding, so he stood still,
Just inside the store entralee, until his
dyes could adjust to the darker light
inside, As he stood thers 2 clerk's
voice spoke up from Behind the counter

to his left and said to him, "You must

be a preacher, or at least a mighty happy
Christian." The young man wanted to know
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whzt made the clerk say this. "The way
you smile and don't look worried," came
the answer.

3. The contrast between the people of
life's picture articlex on America's
worried folks and the college student of
our illustration is a contrast which
f1lustrates a difference between folks wl
are too concerned with minor things and
those whose chief approach to life is
guided by the inward certalinty of the
Christian faith, The approach to life
from great concern cver minor things ==
cemses worry, girm facess, and uncertain-
ties. An approach to life based on the
truths of Christian falth provides a bas-
is for cheer, hope, and bright faces.
We would apply this theme here particu-
larly to the Baster fact, for it is the
central and strong fact in the Christian
faith that Jesus aroses A strong faith
in Christ's resurrection gives the
besis for a happy life now, or as happy
one ag can be known under particular
circumstances, and a removal of the fear
of death, enabling it 2 be said of the
believer, "It is well whkth your soul,'

I, Sc ture b us the idea tha
faith in the ricsen Christ includes worth-

while life now and & removal of the
fear of death.
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"1, III John is cne of the three books
- nesr the end of the New Testament which
bears the name of John, and which were
written possibly between 75 and 100 a.d.
They were weitten by o men ebout whom
we know very little, but who probably
was named John, though czlled "the eldef
withing the books. III John is a per-
sonal letter of "the Elder" to his belo-
ved frierd Galusy; whom he greets warmly
and congratulates for his well-known
hospitality, after referring to his
spiritual progress. We are given, in
verses 5-8, a glimpse of early church
oractice. Not only apostless but ordin.
ary church brethren as well, frevellied
from church to church, receiving hosgpi-
tality as the went from churck to ghurct
Gaius is commended for the faithful wey
in which he offered hospitality to such
visitors even when the brethren were
strangers to him, Such brethren eppear
to be on the move sgain, as he writes,
and Gaius is urged to help them when
they come to him, for they are refusing
to receive help from pagans. There is
therefore an obligation on Christiens

to give them necessary ald, by shich the
givers become "fellww workers in the
truth." But, III Jchn goes on, all men
do not respect their Christien duty, and
Diotrephes, who seems to have held &
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paéition“of some authority, is singled
out for mention. This man had resisted
the writer of the letter, suppressing on
of his letters, ignoring his teachings,
end refusing to have anything to do with
the other Brethren. He was ambitious
for power. The writer urges Galus not

to follow such bad examples and adds "he

who does good is of God; but ke who doe
evil has not seen God." He then commend
a person named Demetrius. The letter
ends with the hope that scon he will see
face to face the cnes to whom he writes.
2. Part of the words of the second
verse of this 15-verse Bible Book of III
John give us our thought for todsy, a
thought true to the total messsge of bot
III John and of Easter Day., The words =
are "I know that it is well with your
souly" and these words are our text.
The writer knew it was well with the
soul of Gealus because Gaius based his
daily conduct and his cutlook on the
future on his faith in the risen Christ.
3, The Easter Day messsge for us, tco
is that "i{t is well with your soul," wel
with you and me, when we place our faith
as did Gaius to whom III John wezs writte
on the risen Christ. As Emil Brunner,
Eurppean theologian of today, has point-
ed out, the fact of the resurrecticn is
the historical fact upon which Christian
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tase both the love which they practice
now and the hope of eternal life.

L4, We believe, indeed,that the empty
tomb tells us that He Mhs Bone ahead to
prepere & plece for use That place is
not one to which we can earn our way, bui
one which we accept by simple trust in
God's love and forgiveness. We can not
describe it, but we believe eternity to
be & place in the knowledge of (where we
know) God, & place of Justiceand beauty,
Joy and peace. The good that we do now
we do because we love God and are grate-
ful to Him for His promise to us of this
eternity, not because our goodness buys
our way inte that heaven. Jesus Christ,
vhom last Sundey we celled God Incarnate,
in the flesh, demonstrated conelusively
for the Christian that death is not the
end, but & gatewsy into eternal life witl
Gode

5. It is well with your soul, as with
that of Galus of ocur Scripture. whbn
you do goods live cheerfully, and don't
fear death because you believe you will
live eternzlly. Your soul is the real
you, that which leaves tBis mold of
minerals we call a body at the time of
death, The Easter faith btrings well-
being t0 you, to your soul

IT. A modern, popular book, illustrates




| hereby agree to give to the Building Fund of

GRACE METHODIST CHURCH
CHEYENNE, WYOMING

Cash

or$

per week for 100 weeks, payable weekly

beginning March 4, 1956.

Name

Date

Address




e VW YVeLAD VPV T FEF P EFEFVFIFVFEVESFES¥ESE 1 8

our L‘henig fo; use

1. At a2 WAFB chapel one day I noticed
in the literature racks a leaflet entitl
Bridey Murphy end the Christien Faith.

I picked it up, read it, and decided it
might_be of help in 1Tlustrating our
central theme of Christianity, as we are
here doing.

As you perhaps remember, Bridey Mur-
phy is the name, supposedly of an Irish
women who lived in Ireland from 1802 for
a normal life span. The reason we know
gbout her is because she was inhapiting
the bOdy. S‘D.pposedly. of a Pu.eblo’ Colo.
housewife in 1952, At least, the ame-
teur hypnotist who wrote a best-seller
book seemed to telieve that was true,
in the book he wrote about it. By
questioning the modern young woman,
and thus while she was hypnotised fore-
ing her attention beyond her birth, he
gothered a lot of informetion from her,
which he gathered together to make the
book, called The Seerch for Bridey Mur-
phye The theory of persconality which
comes out of this book is that each of
us here in this life was once incarnated
g2 in another body, in other lands or
places; that we live both before and
after this life, and thet our souls, our
selvesy, our real beings, live dmer and
over ggdin in different forms.
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- 2, When the Bridey Murphy story was
written up in one of the Denver paper's
Sunday supplement, the youth of the ch-
urch in which I was then serving asked m
what I thought sbout it. I told them
I wes very interested in it, and surely
wouldn't say it was a fake or a fraud;
although research in Ireland into the
feal, historicd Bridey Murphy.has shown
that many important deteails of her life
were falsely given by the hypnosis sub-
Jaet in Pueblo., I thought that perheps
gome sort of thought-weve transference,
of extre-sensory perception, such asg
psychologists like Dr. J. B, Rhyne of
Dyke University heve studied for 30 or
more years, woculd more nesrly sexwe
as the explanetion of the Pasblon ex-
perience; that Brid&dy's thoughts had
been partly ceught by the housewife in
Colorado, and that this was & much more
satisfactery explanation then that of
reincernation, I still do.

But, I went on, the thecry of rein-
cernation, which was drawn from the book
is not new. It is the basic one of
the Hindu religion. The main thing
wrong with this theory, I told them,
1s that it undermines much motive for
goodness in this life, or for much
effort in this life; and, also, it is
entirely opposite and contrary to the
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Christian insistence that this life
counts and must be used te the very best
account, as our only chance of prepamae-
tion for the future. If one gebd seve-
ral more shots at living, why worry abou
this life? A mistake or two don't mat-
ter too much, evern a wilful sin, for

an eternity of lives stretches ahead to
make it up, when things get too bad.
Christian concepts of God's Judgment and
mercy on a once-for-all besis, of a
heavenly home; and other @hristian ar-
ticles of faith that give life meaning
become useless if you gecept the Bridey
Merphy idez. '

3. The leaflet Bridey Murphy and the
Christiazn Feith, gives other impoptant

thoughts which show the unattractive,
illogical and unchristisn thinking of a
theory of repeated incarnations, and
alsc point out why the Christian belief
in one life and one eternity is so im-
portant. The method of the lezflets is
to ask three questions, which we would
do well to consider here:

a. Doeg this belief in immort=lity
me f 0 i |

orld of h and now? The
difficulty with dabbling in the occult
trying to contact the spirit world

or find out your former birth, if ther
was one, is that it makes you other-
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worldly. You spend all your time on
what you feel is the "spiritual world"
so that you neglect your duties and wo
work in this max3 physical, bodily,
material, historical world right arc
you, The trouble with reincarnation
is that you are apt to lock at your
body as unreal, not part of you. You ‘
tend to ssy: "After all, I am a spiri
I've inhspbited m,ny bodies and this
one is gust another house to inhablt
in my Ionger journey. I'll soon get
rid of it for another." So, like many
oriental religions, you withdraw from
the bodlyy and the physicel into othe
worldliness.

What has alweys been amazing sbout
early Christianity is that it resisted
other-worldliness. True, the clwmwch
preached the Resurrection of Jesus,
as we are doing today. The Church waos
certainly concermed with the end of
the world and the sge. But the Church
never retreated from the world, never
quite beceme a mystéry religion prac-
ticed in secret by some spirdtuslist
soéiety. As a certain point, it alway:
resisted what you and I would call
other-worldliness. The fery first

books of the New Testament to be
written are the two letters of Paul
to the Thessalonians, written about
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20 years after Christ's death. And
with what are they concerned? People
who are getting other-worldly, people
who are neglecting their work, their
‘bodies, their humsn duties to others,
21l in the name of Christianity..
-They've gotten religion. Ordinary
"1ife is now ar illusion, a shell. And
Paul's advice is very down to earth:
“"Any man that will not work, let him }
-not eat." That's the wzy early Christ
isnity with 211 its belief in immor-
tality handled the other-worddly. Thi
~was its heritage from Judaism. The
ancient Jew never separated body from
spirit. So, even today, Christianity
werns us: "Beward of eny theory of
immortality that neglects the mortal, -
the mate#ial, the here-andapew."

b. A second question, asked in the
leaflet, and the answer tc¢ which we

largely quote, is "Is this Yhfery

o ',
ted in life or life-with-God:" This
is the distinction betwen "everlasting'
and "eternal" life in the New Testa~
ment. Notice, for instance, how Bri-
dey Murphy describes her life after
her death in Ireland, hey life before
she wes reincarnated in Colorado in
1923, She szys it was a""kind of
limbo in which she felt no pain or any
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great heppiness.” This is interest-
ing because if you have ever been to
‘a spiritualist seance you know that
the spirit voice usually sgys somed
thing 1like this: "Don't worry, dear,
ebout me, Mother is =2ll right. It's
all peaceful and quiet here." You see
what you get in a lot of occult re-
ligions, from the Greek religions with
thelr heroes in Hedes clear down to
“'Bridey Marphy, is the picture of the
future life as a washed-out-existence,
an existence in which there is no
padfly no great happiness, but just a
peaceful, bioclogical continuztion of
time.

At this point the Christien faith
dissgrees with Bridey Murphy. Christ-
ianly is concerned about life-with-God
and not just life. It's concerned
about eternal life, something quali-
tetive, not everlasting life, Just
going on, one life after another, one
body after another. To the Christian
the thought of Jjust living forever is
intoclerable. The Marine sergeant who
led his men into battle shouding
"Come on, boys, who wents to life for-
ever?" was right. Who DOES want to
live forewer, just to live? The
Indian religions, Hinduism and its

cousins, cry out "Save us from the
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is actually a God of impersonal moral
Justice rather than of love or for-
giveness. You get what you deserve
end you get it not only in this life
but in all your future living., Born
now in one type of person, if you are
good in this life, you will be in a
higher bracket in the next; or if

not so good you may sink lower, into
another caste, or even to an animel,
In any case, you achikeve your future
state by your present moral goodness
or evil. God is simply the Jjudge who
makes the "pfnishment fit the crime,”
He is justice without mercy. BHe is
law without love. He condemns you to
live forever and then to live accord-
ing to what you deserve.

If" the Christian Gospel 1s anything,
it is that CGod is not that sort of
God. His love is greater than we
deserve, His mercy is round sbout us
like the sea. We don't achiefe the
future life; he gives it to us. We
don't earn immortelity; we receive
it. And at death we stand before Him
not as prisoners brought =foxmxx
into the docket of a high court, awals
ing sentence, but as children coming
home to our Father's house,

Conclusion:
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chain of 1ife," and no wonder. The

early Greeks had their myth of the men
condemned to live forever. Of course,
this is the mistsks of Bridey Murphy,
for if the theory the book about her,
and which other spiritualists .dvance,
is correct, all you'll be in the here-
after is a washed-out twittering ghost
no pain, no happiness, no personallity,
But the Christizn Gospel is life-with-
God, eternal life, the fullnegs of
life, not less a person but more a
person, not quantity of life, but
quality cf life. The trouble with
reincarnation, with many theoriesz of
immortality, is that they think of
biologicel lifE,_something geing on
forever, Christianity's only interest
in the future life is in terms of eten
nal life, life with God. |
by The third question of our leafllst,
the answer to which we also use to a
large degree here, is lWhet ig the naty
God of Christianity? DBellef

in immortality is alwsys dependent upo
your belief in God. Your belief in
God is primery, not secondary. So,
Christians believe in the future life
becaus and only beceuse God is the so
of God he isy, a God of love, wisdon,
and infinite goodness.

The God of any theory of isfararnatio



| hereby agree to give to the Building Fund of

GRACE METHODIST CHURCH
CHEYENNE, WYOMING

Cash

0I’$

per week for 100 weeks, payable weekly

beginning March 4, 1956.

Name

Date

Address




III Jom......‘.0...‘.'...15

-~

1. III John tells us that "it is well
with your soul" when you plage your
fadth in the resurrected Christ.

2. The modern Bridey Murphy story
illugtrates for us the unattractiveness,
grimmess, and hopelessness of a life
unending, such as a theory of re-incar-
nation like some religions hold.

3. The Easter faith of Christianity
shoults that "He is Risen," and we %00
shall therefore rise {rom death to live
an attractive, happy and glorious life
in God's presence. No longer need we
fear death, or the life after death.

4, The reaction to this faith in
daily living is one of happiness, of
love and service to God and others in
gratitude for the resurrection and its
message.

5¢ We must conclude that g _strons
faith in Cheist's vegmrrection zives the
bagls for a happy life now and a removal
of the fear of death, enabling it to be

gaid confidently with the writer of

III John "It is well with your goul."
5. Our fa2ith in the life eternal on

Easter Dagy and always can let us say i
with PaRIlpp Bliss, they hymn writer:

"When peace like a river attendetl ny wej
When sorrows like sea billows roll,

What
Ssay:. Ti¢ Q% yaife bps, baueht me o
23271 . "

H”. e«nia’l "

-
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