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ThAme: The test of Love. ".· 

TAxt: I J o:b..n 3 :16-- "Ey this we 
know love, that he laid down his 
life for US; ano. we ought to lLy 
dom1 our 1.:.,es for the bretb.ren. 11 

Pronosition: The test of christian 
love is that we give to those who 
need of our possessions and o~ our
selves, ven to the point of sacri
ficing life itself, ~~ ~eces~ary. 
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I J ohn 3 :11-18 

I n t toduct i_cm..;. 

1 

. . 
1 . Mili tai~y rE"dio comr:mnic~tion 

usually is couched in cryptic, se
cretive terms . Instead. of f or t h
r i ghtly c lli ng :or an org~.nization 
by its name , mi li ta.ry rPdio proce
dure usually will require that a 
code name be given for '1.Il organiz-
c t i on. 'Ihis insures secrecy , prevent 
identification by curious ears , is 
the theory . A battslion head~uar
ters, for inC'lt2nce , mey be c lled 
11 windbr~ak, 11 \·ri th its various corr:
panies or bRtteries called 11windbre~ 
!"lble , 11 uindbreak ch'"rlie , 11 etc . . 
One ational Gu3.rd oattelion hcad
qu~u·ters used as its call- 1ord 
11 racetr ck . 11 One day 11 ra cetr~rnk11 

was calling one of its uni ts in a 
ne:irby tO\m • At that monent 
lo cal ci vie orgin~~zation was having 
a social function ~t the l ocal ar
mory. The Gulµ'dsrnan on rad.i o duty 
didn ' t realize that the switch was 
turned so as to send all radio 
communi ca. ti ons "throu.ghau th the 
armory, a c onveni ence he used to 
enable him to :he ·1r the radio when 
he wP~ working ara~nd the building . 
Soon the civic group hef11d boomi ng 
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through the building the 1ords, 
11 Racetrack Alfa, this is Racetr~ck, 

2 

over . 11 By the time he could switch 
off the PA system several local 
citizens were 11 on his neck 11 to find 
out \i'hy the Guard was involved with 
racetrncks ~ f I f the rudio onerator 
had tested his equipment as he turned 
it on he would have been spared. some 
emb~rassment ~nd much jestina . 

2 . ':1estin.e,: is ~r.. im.,..,01-;ta.nt p:.u-t 
of deternining the "Orth and ,i:;enuine
ness of climost all mPtPrial th~n~s. 
Our government hns n Bureau of Stan
dards set un to test thinP.s for our 
protection. There ~ire Fed.oDal and 
State agencies dedicated to seeing 
that products actually mePt the - ~ 

st·md~ds claimed for them by their 
producers . Many pri vPte testing 
coqp3llies and organ"zations exist, 
for the benefit of the consumer . 
Testin~ is a vit~ p~rt of our life. 
Because of it we can depend on food 
and clothing and machinory to be 
nret ty much what it is pu!J)nrted to 
be . 

3 . W11en you turn fro the mater
ial and physical nroducts of mankind 
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Alill SEEK TO TES': HIS iiient~al <>..nd 
spiritual capacti ties and life , ;rou 
have a harder, less-exact task . All 
sorts of I~ tests , scholast ic aptitu
de tests , and other means have been 
devised to determi ne a person ' s 
mental ~bilities and ~ifts . These 
oi'ten are helpfiul , but they certainly 
~re not conclusive . 

4 . In the reaJ \ < of thin{"<" 
thvt we call spiritual it is even 
more !iffi~ult to make a sure test 
of ones depth and sincerity. Hoi.·rnver 
as in other fields of life, in the 
spiritual there is certainly one 
test for those ·who are chris ti An~. 
Love ic:; thet test . We do not claim 
that it is always possible f orR one 
pnrson to determine about another 
his sincerity of love . We do s3y 
that love is the one imuortant test 
o: a chris tian. 

5. The cri T' ~ire 1.·rhi c"" we 
read is our guide <.>.nd help in our 
discussion here of love as tho test , 
and we ·will ref er to it near the end 
he~e for backing- up of our argument . 
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I. A sign, or test of love, is th't 
it is centered on so~ething outside 
uoursalf. 

1. At the various summer-time 
church camns and activities for young 
pe·ople roma.."ltic at traction is r:iuch 
in evidence. ~ne counselors and 
other otPff members at a given camp 
sometimes feel like lit:le more thB.L~ 

f~irly-respectable policemen, as they 
f i nd that muc~ of their time is 
tr-ken \'Ii th enforcing rules uhich 
cause couples to be sepnreted for 
pei·iods of time; as they try to 
interpret XlV.11! to some of the youth 
the limits to which t::;ood taste and 
chrh1tian ethics allow them to go in 
the matter of you t:1ful cou ·tsh ~ps . 

You may not call this aw8keninf; 
bo~r-P.:irl in la-est 11 1ove, 11 but to them 
at the moment it cert inly seems to 
">e that . Certr::.nl;r it has one 
ch.ttracteristic of lo·re , ·r... that 
eacL is I:'lore concerned with s omecne 
else than with himself . 

• 2. As love be tween men and worren 
deepens this beconP~ even More so . 
~he concern for ones beloved creates 
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much c.ctivity th~t is costly in •· 
time and in effort and in money to 
the lover. Even greate ..... sacrifice 
of ones real interests and convenien
ce to the desires of the beloved are 
typical of an inc:"easingl;y--mn.ture 
love. 

J. Ror.Jantic love is cen-tered 
on someone other t.lian yourself; but 
it exoects and receives rewards: 
a smile, an embrace, a kiss, ador8-
tion, co~lete surrender in marriage. 
~o the lover these are more tha...~ 
"".mple rew~rds for th3.t "l·rhic1" he gives 

4. Jfor altruistic is love whic...11 
is extended wit:: little or no pros
uect of rm1ard or return. Such 101.re 
sometimes is f-"i. ver.. to , •or th\·rhile 
cau'3es in such a \·ray th"'t othAr 
pP.onle term ~uch "' lover a selfless, 
grent le·1 der. Several pr-,..c;oncli tie<:.' 
of A1Pric~~ hi~tory crn ba cited here 
ne~le who ri;:;ked life and fortune 
~er c c0u11try or a cru~e th~t they 
thought ri('; .... -t. :ashine-:ton, Lincoln, 
Lee, Pnd Wilson are such nameri --
and there a.re mc>n-- others. Evr",., .. 
todey the re are p;overTLMAn t o.:;> ficir>1 s 
wl:o h::ive r;i ven un weal th and position 
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to c;;erve their n"tion. 
chur cile s s till other pe o le c ~ '1 be 
found \·rho ~i ve secrifi cia!. l~ of their 
tioe , money and effort , U.."'lselfishly , 
that true religion and ~ood etr~cs 
mi ".;ht p0rvade others ai m home and 
c ommun.i ty . 

5. We need not illustrate or 
belabor the point further. Jy defi
nition, backed U:) "by mr ,dnds long 
and continued experience , we kno\• 
that a test of l ove is thrt it is 
centered on so~ethin; outside oneself 

6 . I s Ct1"istian love any diffe1"
en t than this? I~ so, how? Ln ts 
lo ok for 

! I. A test of C~ri~~ian lo~ . 

1. Cfaristian love certainl y is 
l . ke all oth~~ love i~ that it cen
ters on somethi ng outside of self. 

2 . While livi ng in a strOlJ5ly 
Morman towr. sever~l years ago ·we 
h"d many needy trn.nsients con:e to 
the door to n...qk for food , si.el ter , 
clothin~ , medical help. Most of 
them said th~ t tb.ey had beeri refused 
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. - ------------------- . 
help by the Eorman bishops and leci.der~ 
cef ore they crune to ~he Protestant 
minister. 'They st:dd that they · ere 
told that they were refused because 
they were not Mormans , and that the 
LDS church co-u.ld take care onl? of it~ 
mm . 

3. r:'he writer of our Scripture 
points out that love has been expected 
from one christie.n to another ever 
since the beginning of christianity~ 
love to ones own kind, such as t:1.G 
•. :ormans a.."1.d some others 'Pr C'tice very 
well . 11 For this i s . the mess ~e:e that 
you hPve herrrd from th.A beginning, 
that we should love one andther • 11 

Just to 11 love one another , 11 just to 
c~re for those who are fellow- ch_--::.st
iens or fellcw-church members , is 
neither the test nor the limit of 
Christian lo re. ':lo in terprPt this 
Scripture o tl:? t ;·ou stop \;:i. t.11 thi~t 

meaninp.: is to misinterpret it . 

4 . Jesus helped fr.llo\'1- Jews , but 
h~ also ure3ched to and helped 
Samari tr.ms and Greeks nnd Rm:n['.ns. rro 
bn {~ tis footstens in t~i~ matter 
of extending ~ helpin ·, lovin~ hand 
:~ to do all you can for any needy 
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person 'lhol!l you l:.av the nm· er "to 
help. Here, then, is one test o: 
Crristia.n love: a real sympatr"'v 

8 

·md compassion =vr people; because 
they are peo~le anJ each one is pre
ci ous to the God whor.1 you love. 

5. ~e Scripture \'1ri ter exnress 
es his mcani:r..g along another line 
,v2ler.. he urites that C:tr.i.~t::.u.'t'J9 are 
unlike t;~in who murdered his br·other 
because his ovm deeds ue re e"\fil and 
his brothers 1 rerP. riP'hteow:i. 'J'-nt 
is, CTnr-istiMc; don't envy or dislike 
those who are better than themselves. 
Rather, they e1·e thankful for the 
~ood character or goo fortune of 
o tilers. 

6. In practic~ng their faith, 
howev ... r, chris tians m3lf find that 
tr.ey ar : . .i:l.ted -oy peo:P>le who disagree 
with ilrhem, perhaps 1·ho would prey 
on others were i "t not for the chris
:aia.ns s tandini2: ir.. their way. 11 Do 
not '\vonder, brethr..,:_, that the 1·1orld 
hates you, tt s eys the Scrip illre. 

7. The1·e may come a time wl:.en 
we mRy have to go further~ than ~nst 
being hated if we a1·e t and firm 
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in our faith . Every gener~tion: it 
seems , produces its m"rtyrn. Per
haps the i;azi situation before 
torld War :r, and t..lie Communist 

dornin.:iti"on nor1 of so mnny countries , 
has :prottdced the greatest modern 
day tests of er.iris tian faith for t:he 
greritest number of christians. 1'/e 
do know of current cases of christian 
m.:u·tyrdom in our own life time . I 
believe that those w:r..o hold f i!·m to 
their faith in such situations are 
chri s ti an, iniee d . \Then we 1 i Ye 
or die, whichever it takes, to show 
others the meaning and power of cllris 
tian faith we are followinie· Christ . 
":By this we know l ove, th? t he lc>id 
dO\"v'l1 his life fo1· us , and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethro 
, 

11 Her~ iq :: test o+- ~ ri~tian 
love : to be villillf' to die in 
the service of otherq P.nd of our 
Lord . 

Conclu~ion : 

1 . We have restated the comno~..ly 
known t1uth that to love is to center 

• your thoughts and attentiOJ.1 on anothe 
'De rs on or thing - to ~- ou tw&::..·c1.. 
This is the simplest , most universal 
test of love . 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~-,.--.. 
2. We have gone further then 

this in our search for an understP~Q
iniE: of christian love, and found that 
the t.es t of cr.1.r is ti an love is that 
we _&ve to those who Jleed of our 
no ssec·s io·1s &"1.d of ourse). ves, ev..fill 
to the noin t of sac1·ificinl"I' life 
i t_self if nt3cessnr:v . 

3. The test o: love is the 
dee·ree of you:· c oncei'n for your 
brother-man. How d.oo: 'rour love . 
test put? Corrroa1·e ;rours elf wi th 
C.hris. . We ctre ['11 imperfect, but 
we ccm strive to be like Jesus. 





I 'J-;hn 3 :11- 18 Summary Pra~or 

-- .-
., 

Father, when we look at cl'esus 
we feel so incomplete and im~~rfect . 
But in our hea,rts we do experience 
lo Ye , n.nd ,.Ii th that be ginniilf" we 
would venture fu ther on the pc;:1.thwa;y
of xxdristian l ove , giving ourselves 
pS completel y P..S needs be that t hy 
children thr ou6hout the earth may 
know thee through thy Son. 

In his nane ,,,,.e prf1y . 

.Amen . 
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