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Seripture: Jeremiagh 53:5-8.

Tople: What is Righteousness?

Text: Jeremiagh 23:6c¢ -- "The Lord is
our Righteousness."

Proposition: Righteousness consists of
theattitudes”end holds and the things
one does becausd he loves God with all
hisheart &nd In faith seeks to do God's
will both in his personal life and in his
relations with others.
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Jereméah 23:5-4 1

Tntroduction:

1. The public is still confused over
the issues/ brought out by the TV quiz
scandals. | Most people seem to agree that
it is'wrong to do the things that the
producers and some of the contestants did
as they 'rigged the shows. Some people,
however, 'do not seem to see anything wrong
in it at/all. Most folks of both groups
do agree that it was wrong for the persons
involved toIhe about the matter, as some
did in the original grand jury investiga-
tions.\

2. How can yjye tell if a course of con-
duct is right or wrong? 'On what basis
can you or I choose a thing -nd feel as-
iured that it is a good and right thing

o do? .

3. We say that a custom like monggamy
is right, but when we come in contact with
and understanding-aﬁ-nowpies who practice
polygyny can we éondemn them as being
wrong? We are not to judge others, we are
faught and yet we must have some uniform
sfandards by which to live. What are to
be our standards?

4, Tn a christian service of worship
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Jeremiah 23:5-8 ‘ o

such as this, there is only one standard,
one ethic, that we can use as our guide ir
matters of right and wrong. That standarg
is the christian one, set down by Jesus.
As christians, we believe this bo be the
best anAd hlghest standard in the world.

We are seeking today to understand of what
christian righteousness consists, as shown
and taught by Christ, as applied to dally

problems -such—as—judgment—ef a TV shew.

5. The Scripture which we read, Jere-
miah 23:5-8, is\the_tnadétiona}—%criﬁture
of some- 1i¢u¢giaaLfPro% < urches for
this-tast Sundavy-in—the treaditional-
christian year.. . Next Sunday will be the
Fipst—Sunday of Adventy—the baginning_qﬁ
the christian yeare -and-of-the-sggson
celebrating the bvrth of Cheigts—This
traditional— ire is ing a passage in
which disaster is predieted for those who
oppose and oppress the people of Isreel.
However, the end is not yet, says the
writer for God will raise up in the hous=
of David one who will reign wisely and
with justice and righteousness. This
savior will be called by a name which
means "The Lord is our righteousness."

~

6. As christians we believe that the
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Jeremiah 23:5-8 i

savior predicted Dy the writer of Jeremiah
was Jesus. Tor Jesus,the Lord was his
righteousness, For christians the Lord,
as revealed by Christ, has always been
their righteousness. In seeking Jesus'
standards on moral matters today we use
liberally the help of Chapters ITI and V

of Georgia Harkness' book "Christian
Ethics."

I. Righteousness as taught by Jesus.

1. Jesus taught an ethic, a way of life
completely integrated with hls religion.
He taught love of others as an absolute
and natural outcome of his first teaching
about the love of God. It was the feeling
that he was called by God that caused him
at the beginning of his ministry to read
in the synagogue the words of Isaiagh:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has annointed me to preach
good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to
the captives

and recovering of sight to the bling,

to set at liberty those who are oppres-
sed,

to proclalm the acceptable year of the
Lord."(Lk.4 1f-1q- Isa.bl:1-2).
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eremial 23:"-5 4

ere Jesus! good news to the poor,"
release of the captive," t'recovery of
sight to the blind," qcts of righteousness
or religion® They were both. He did

good to people because God wanted him to.

2. As much as he practiced and taught
doing good for others, he laid primary
stress on elthical :and spiritdal inwardness.
This is not to say that he was indifferent
to outward acts, or to the way people con-
ducted themselves toward one another. On
the contrary, his most stinging words are
directed toward those "who preach but do
not practice:" to those who "bind heavy
hurdens, hard to bear, and lay them on
men's shoulders; but they themselves will
ot move them w1th their finger'; to those
who "devour widows houses and for a pre-
tense ... make long prayers"; to those
who are "blind guides, straininc out a gnat
and swallowing a camel" (Mt, 23:3,4,14,23%,
et, many passages of the Vew Testamen%
indicqte that his chiaf concern was with
right attitudes from which right acts might
proceed.

3. Jesus set a clear pattern of the de-
mands of the God-centered life. By clear
pattern is not meant a blue print or easil]
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Jeremigh 23:5-8 s 2

applicable set of rules. Rut one who read
the Gospels seriously is left in no doubt
as to the general structure of what a life
lived in obedient love of God would be
like. The primary gualities are a God-
centered faith and love. Coming from thils
are purity of heart, sincerity, humility,
forgiveness, love toward enemles, mercy,
charity in judgment, honesty in speech and
action, sexual purltv, the preference of
snirituaT to material aims in 1ife, compas
sion toward those in need. The good life
is that of genereus and self-giving servic
to all men, and unbroken, unworried trust
in the goodness of Cod.

Ones reaction to this 1list may ouite
reasonably be that there is nothing unique
about them, for they are advocated in Jud-
aism and some other non-christian religion:
as well as in Greek philosophy and the
modern secular world. Or one may dismiss
them as admirable but unobtainable and of
doubtful wvalue even if they could be attair
ed.

But Jesus did not set out to give a
catalog of viptues. His concern was to prc
‘claim the nature of a God-centered, love-
filled 1life in obedience to the call of
God, and to win men to it.

"
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Jeremiah, 23:5-8 6

L, Jesus had a reallgtic knowledge of
sin and of the possibilities of the redeem
ed life, Unlike Paul and many churchmen
since, he did NOT teach that man is totall
depraved and bad. Neither 4id he set fort
a doctrine that man iz naturally good if
given ® bhalf a chance, as is characteristi
of Greek thought -and present-day humanism.
Because '"he himself knew what was in man"
(?ohn 2:25) he-pierced through the venecer

"cood" people to their ftrickery and
self-deception,  and saw, that ‘the keepine
of the commandments from ones youth wp was
no substitube for single-minded devotion
to God (Mark 10:17-22). Yet on the other
hand he never scaled @ownward man's possi-
bilities, and the very virtues he showed
as belonging to the life .of faith and love
are witness to his confidence that man
with the help of God could live as the
"salt of the earth."

Jasus gives no explicit doectrine of
siny what he does . do is .show.us what is
wrong with our living and what the good
life, centered in. obedience to God's will,
might be. He gives no explicit doctrine
of redemption, how man can turn from sin
to God. Hils primary approach was a positi
ve setting forth of the way in which men's
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Jeremiah, 23:3-8 7

'sins could be overcome, The (Gospel of
John caught perfectly the dominant moord
and method of Jesus when he wrote, "For
God sent the Son into the world, not to
condemn the world, but that the world
might be saved through him." (John 3:17).

What are the requirements feor turning
from sin? Jesus!' teaching and ministry
show us. God forgives in infinite love
and merey, the sinnéer who “turns to him,
as taught by the parable of the prodigal
son., The primary focus is ' on God's act.
But the sinner himself must also do some-
thing about it: commit his will to turn-
ing from sin and seek God, repent of his
wrongs, forgive others, and have faith in
God —-"Ybur faith has Saved you; go in
pﬂ'ace." (Lk 7 I:;O)

iy

5. Jesus declared the supreme worth
of every person to God. Because God loved
each and every person so did Jesus. There
fore he gave himself to a ministry of
helpfulness to all. Although democracy
has some roots in the Greek cities and
other areas, ZegtgxaRdxRIgx¥RIXRWRXRXTRE
*kex the chief background of ‘democracy
is this concern of Jesus and his followers
for the worth of each person and all per-
sons. His democracy was rooted in his

_—
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Jaremigh 23:5-8 8

relationship to God.

6. The central teaching of Jesus was
the Kingdom of God. Opinions differ great
ly about what this Kingdom is. However,
~“ost would agree that the Kingdom of Cod
is made up of people who accept God's
rule and try to live in obedience to his
will, in faith and in love. Jesus does
not speak of reconstructing social insti-
tutions, like forming a new economic
system, new government or new church. Put
he has much to say about the attitudes and
motives of men in their life together.

The %ingdom established because men live
with God-loving respect for others is the
"pearl of great price."” He who enters
God's Kingdom is not the self-righteous
moralist, trusting in his own virtue and
his fidelity to the law; 1t is one who
receives it with the humble trustfulness
of a child (Mk. 10:15), The Xingdom is
present among the poor in splrit and among
repentant sinners.

7. God controls hoth this l1life and the

life to come.
now,

as one responds in
to God's rule with deeds of service,
comes closer to the eternal life.

As one enters the Kingdom
faith and love
he
This
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[Jeremlan, K 23:5=06 =

1ife, indeed, becomes a school for the
next one.

8. Jesus did not say much specifically
on how to apply his principles. In many
areas of 1life any one of the possible
courses of actio is less than ideal.
Jesus never did talk, as we sometimes do,
of choosing "the 1esser of two evils,"
There was no compromise for him. Sin must
be eradicated, Qye, hand and foot (Mt. 5:
29-303 18:8-9; O:43-48), He never
practlced compromlse and went to his
death rather than sacrifice a principle.
"hen the ideal is pmpgssible because we
don't know what it is, there still is a
christian choice which is a positive one.
"To do what appears as relatively best is
an absolute duty before God," said the
Oxford Conference report on "The Universal
Church and the VWorld of Nations." This
is the message of Jesus, in a doubtful
situation to choose the greater good.

When you choose *etween sins you' také the
world's evil as your base line, but when
you choose the greater good you take God's
goodness as shown by Jesus as your guide.

9. Circumstances change, and with them
courset of getion. God does not change,
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Jeremiah 23:5-8 10

nor the tvpe of obedient faith-filled
love which Jesus embodied and proclaimed.
He does not, therefore, leave us unguided
at the concrete decisions of 1ife. How
his principles, some of which we have
been considering, give guidance in this
world as to what is right or wrong 1s now
our goal.

IT. A christian solution to some current
problems of right and wrong 1is the way
wem are going to try to illustrate Jesus'
answer, and the christian answer, to.the
question "What is RighteomqnessQ” Oyr
first concern is the question '

l. Is it ever right for a christian to
kill his fellow man? If we think about
war, the only way a christian can conclud
fhat its killing is justified is because
of his love for the persons protected by
the war; and he must strive to fight” |
without hatred toward any, and with real
concern for what war does to people. It
is always unchristian to kill wantonly,
or without deep soul-searching leading
to the conclusion that love requirmes it
as the will of God. Some christians do
sincerely arrive at the conelusion that
some wars, some executions, some protectiv

I—
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Jerem ah. 23:5=0

killings, are justified. Other just-as-
sincere chriqtians can have no part of
killing. It is a dilkmma. Our church
stands behind the sincere decision of its
member, whichever way he decides. The
important thing 1Is *that his love for God
makes God's concern for people his chief
consideration in hisd eeision about kill-
ing.

This problem of killing is tied up with
related matters, such as safe automobile
driving, active help in disease preventlon
and cure, support of moviments to stamp
out starvation, etoe.. Life is sacred, and
not to do ones most as a christian to Dro-
tecet it is to help kill.

2% Another questlon of right or wrong
is this: ought a christian aver to lie,
steal or cheat? To a point-blank question
like this most everybody would. answer "NoV
But "extenuating circumstances" come up,
and then christians, like others, sometime
yield to temptatlon. One will not rob a
bank, but he will conveniently &orget to
renort somexkx things when he pays his
income tax, if he thinks he will not be
caught. ﬂOP many of us there are 2 princi
ples which guide us in our society: (1)
one does "wh_t other people do," and
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Jeremiagh. 23:5-0

{(2) one does '"what you can get away with,"
Small 1lies, told to keep a social situatd
ion smooth or to help ones self out of a
predicament, seem all right, until one
realizes he is becoming.an extensive 1iar.
Cheating on an examination may be wrong

in general, but thers always seems a rea-
son for doing it "this time." Opes grade
is too eritical, or a friend. needs help.
Any one of us knows of lots of instances
in which so-called christian principles
are vielated "Just a 1ittle bit," or "just
this once."

There is no blue print in the New Tes-
fament to tell us precisely what to do in
every one of the many instances where we
are confronted with the temptation to
deceive others or to possess that which
is not ours. Admittedly, 1ife comes with
mixed issues, and to oontend that one
mist always tell the truth, even if in=z
a time of war or tyrannlcal oppression it
costs another person his life, is "strain-
ing out a gnat and swallowing a camel."
Yet both Jesus and the prophets bhefore
him are clear in their convictions that
any exploiting and callous dishonesty, by
whatever name it is called, 1s wrong in
the eyes of God. So strong is the impulse
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Jeremiah, 23:5-8 3

|

to acquisitiveness and to self-love that
most of us, 1f we are honest with our-
selves, will admit that only by the grace
of God can we be honest with other men in
those areas of 1life where only God's eyes
see us.

3. Let us turn to one other genemral
area of conduct, and ask how a christian
acts when he is tempted by “"hat may be
called "sins of the flesh?" The medieval
church listed. the seven deadly sins as
pride, anger, envy, avarice, sloth, glut-
tony, and lust. The first five are sins
of disposition and attitude, not of the
flesh., #kx If attitudes are christian
the sins of ‘the flesHd will be at a minirum

Gluttony, on= of these sins of the
flesh, 1s not %1mﬁ1y ‘ogeréating, though
that oortainlv is part ol 1%, Its most
serious expression-isthe-drinking of al-
coholic beverages. Ik it ever right for
a christian to drink? Some sincere
christians say it is possible to drink and
be christian. The position of our own
~hurch is that it is less dangerous and
more christian not to drink. Why?

Tirst, because though nobody starts
out to be a drunkard, there is no guaran-
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Jeremiah .23:5=0

tee against i1t. About one out of every 10
who drink becomes a problem drinker, a
drunkard, an alcoholic, a meece to him-
self, his famkly and society. If one nevez
drinks he>certainly“never will be an alco-
holiec. Besgides, even if he can control

it and be a true moderate drinker, it's
expensive” and at the best does no real

good . i

‘Secondly, the christian will want to
think of the effects of his drinking on
others., If he influsnces one person to
drink who cannot control it and becomes an
alcoholic, he has done wrong, has sinned.

Thirdly, the christian respects his body
as God's temple, thinks of his money as
eld in stewardship fio® God's constructive
uses, keeps his mind clear and vigorous for
God's service, and in his spirit and social
contacts finds setive—ewrressiomadith
relaxation and warm fellowship that is
sincere and does not need the artifiecal
stimulation of alcohol.

The christian does not condemn him who.
differs with him on this, but neither does
he surrender his view just because the
pressurs is on and "everypbody's doing 1t.”

On the second sin of the flesh, %qg x4

s enough to say that sex, unlikedé Hol,
Fs a good gift of God, and a necessary one.
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aeremian .23:5=0 " )

ust 1s the @ebasing and sintul use of
sex, for it uses what i1s intenddd for

good and perverts it to selfish and sensua:
indulgencej for ones own gratification
we8ing another without love or respect for
that person. For a christian, the grideli
here, aggin, is conduct based on a real an
sincere concern for the welfare and good
of others. Xkmx :

Conclusions: -

1. We have looked at Jesus' example and
teachings in the -field ef ethic¢s, or moral:
or as to what is right or wrong. Although
we found that he did not deal with a lot
of details which-might help specifically
todﬁy, he 4id give basie and guiding prin-
?lplese.

2. These were that:
| a. ones religion must find expression
- in ones daily life;
b. the inward spiritual 1life is the
source of all real good one does or says
e. the 1ist of virtues whieh ean be
compiled from his teachings are those
common to good men everywhere;
d. by himself man can not live good
and virtyous 1ife, so he sins; ~
e. Bk he needs God, who constantly
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Jargmalah 23:5-0 10

= offers his forgiveness; for which, in
gratitude he loves God,

f. Bvery person is important in the
sight of GCod and in his love of God a
Christian seeks to serve and help these
childggn of God;

.. Ee.pOne succeeds in living by faith
in this spirit of love and faith, he
gradually becomes a citizen of God's
kingdom, which is bhoth now and eternal.

h. Compromise with evil. is always
fo be avVoided and thée greater good always
chosen, which in dealing with others=
means to choose that which does them the
greatest good.

Be Th§§e principles of Jesus led us to
state on*Matters of aven day practical
conecarn %hat

a. killing generally is wrong, and
always is wrong if done in hate;

b. Lying, cheating, and stealing are
almost always wrongy for usually they
hurt delg and others;

c. Gluttony-in foo# or drink hurts
personality and others and is unchristias

d. lust is mususe of the sex drive
and is always wrong.
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Jeragmniarn =243 D=0

= L, We did not exhaust either the prin-
ciples of Jesus or the 1ist of right or
wrong. We do seem to have gone deep and
far enougli to be able as christians to
answer our question, "What is righteous-
ness," thus

5. Righteousness eongists of the atti-
tudes one holds and actions one does be-
cause he Toves God with all his heart and
in Taith seeks to do CGod's will -- in his
persnnaI 1ife and iIn his relations with
others. This is the Jesus way. This 1is
righteousness.

-

6. Jeremiah was on the right track,
when centuries before Christ he said, "The
Lord is our nghteousness.”
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