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Scripture: I Samuel 2:1-10. 3
L
. Text: I Samuel 2:2..
"There is none holy like the Lord
there is none besides thee;
there is no rock bike our God"

Topic: To Know the One God.

Proposition: As with the psople of

v the days of gamuel, “aul and David,
so today to know the One God, we must
and can find him in and through the
common heritage and experiences of
owr lifes.

Sources: Four points of theology,
and technical data on Samuel, from
The Interpreter's Bible, Vol. 2,
® pages 855-875.
Sérmon preached from out line.
This typescript from tape recording
as preached.
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sIntroduction:

1. Folk sayings, proverhb, often
both interesting & with truth, food

for thought.

2. One which says: ®A ship needs
a captain, a crew and a destination
to get where it is going". Suggests
theme of I & II Semuel.

3. Consideration of these 2 books
will point to captain, crew and
destination of ancient peoples, and
perhaps of us.

I. A resume of I and II Samuel, as
to background and content.

1. Scripture today from I Samuel
but we consider both together because
really are one book, like modern 2
volumes of same book, I & II Kings
actually are cohtinuation of same

- story, or volumes III & IV,

2. Samuel, the prophet, actually
mentioned only in I Samuel, and not
in I or II K,ngs at all. Probably
books called "Samuel" because they
belong to section of Hebrew Bible

known as “the former Prophets",
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and Ssmuel (the man) represents the’
prophetic element in them.

3. Stories in Samuel among best-
known in 0.T.. Are inconsistencies
and repetions which you can't miss
with careful reading, which indicate
progable synthesizing from other
previous document s (J & E). Books
as now exist probably put together
about 550 B.C..

L. Books relate events in Isreag
which led to the beginning of a
monarchy, or kingdom. The division
of the tribes related in Judges (19~
20), and breakdown of tribakx justice
in Judges 17:6. Philistine pressure
caused people to want king, like
other nations. Samuel, widely known
"eircuit judge", and prophet, opposed
kingship because he thought the Lord
alone was King of Israel. Samuel

@ rinally gave in, after consulting God

and anoints Samuel, at direction of".
Books then are accounts of Saul's
reign, his later replacement by

.David, and of many adventures of

Samuel, Saul, Dgvid, Johathan,
Absalom, Nathan and others.
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@ 5. Before considering significafice
of the books, interesting to review
some of the familiar storiesymfxIxéx

& a. Birth, dedication of Samuel:
Elkahah, his father, & 2 wives,

Perinnah and Hannal,lst. with
children. Perinnah's mocking.
Hannah's distress, prayer & pledge.

@ Samuel given to house of Lord &
care of Eli. Scripture we read is
Hannah's psalm of praise for God's
gift, and recognition of much about
God which is timeless truth.

b. Voice of Lord to Samuel, &
response, "Speak Lord, for thy
servant heareth", Told of coming

@ destruction of house of Eli, and
own assumption of prophetic role,
which all happened. After years of
judging people, passed some auhho-

& rity to his sons, who misused it,
and contributed thereby to Bémand
for a king. Directed by God in
choosing and anointing Saul. Under
Saug Israel wins its battles and

@ becomes independent nation, in

s spite of many mistakes, and much
getting away from God's will, but
always back to it.






. .
Dgvid, musical, handsome, strong,
etners his court, and favorite at
first. Later, David slays giant
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c. Later, Yaulk becomes corrhpi

coliath with slingshot, but Saul
doesn't know him yet..so evidently
this a #4ory put in here later.
Friendship between gaul's son
Jemathan & David. When Salul
became jealous of David & would kil
him, Johathan helped save him,
Eventually, Saul, Jonathan and
Saul's power destroyed, and David
becomes king,..tho he did not
destroy Saul, "The annointed of
the Lord".

d. Intrigue, murder, horror
stories mixed with love, devotion
& bravery throughout books.
Awareness of Israel's particular
relationship to God, of god's
guidance, while frequently straying
from him and his way. For instance
David, pathsheba, Urriah, &

Nathan calling for repentance at th
violation of justice and Ggod's law.
Books comtinue with exploits of
David, those close to him, his
nation, his enemies.
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II. In these accounts of I & II
Samuel there is some theokogy, Some
truth about God & man, which speaks
to us still. Books contains ideas
of not one century, but of many, but
are still of worth., Many supersti-
tions in thse, as in other religions
of times and region. Distinctive
thing about religion of Israel not
that has many things in common with
man-made religions of world, but that
it quickly outgrew them under the
influence of divine revelation.

l. Revelation is one great,
lasting principle. The God who was
worshiped by Eli and Samuel, by
Saul & David, was a @od who revealed
himself to his worshipers. Samuel
with his visibns held his people
firmly to what God revealed to him,
Nathan, the prophet who rebuked
David because of Bathsheba, spoke the
word of the Lord with a stern morali-
ty. Under the leadership of such
men there grew up a belief that
God is constant in all his ways.

God still reveals himself to us,
through Christ, Christian lives,
prayer, the Bible, everyday experien-
ces & surroundings.Gpd can be known.
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.-heritage and experiences of our
lives.

5.@od is the captain of our ship.
Faithful people are the crew.
The destination is the state of
complete conformance to the will and
purpose of the captain, the state of
perfect love, righteousness, justice
" and eternity.
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2. The election of “srael, so ~
prominent in minds of Samuel and
people, says something to us. God
was not chosen or imagined, one of
many gods and idols, but the one God,
who chose them, not especially to
favor only them, but to carry his
name and standards everywhere. The
ark of the Lord, his mammxamdx pre-
sence, had to be with them for real
success. Today we need this sense of
his presence, don't we?

3. The providence of god. Souce
of success was God's goodness &
righteousnessy in practice. Psycho-
logy of sin is revealed..one wrong
follows more easily on the one before
Yet, god punishes wrong severely.

God asks mens cooperation, but does
not foree himself on them, Life

in accordance with his laws brings
rewards, and vice-versa.

4. Copporate personality. Death
of the child of David and Bathskhba
for their sin demongtrates this,
Revenge on an enemy through his
family and property, also. We,
too, are party of society, corporate
personality. None are mere indivi-
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‘guals. Network of relationships
binding us all. Thus, must work

ogether for common good, or be ex-
cluded by confinement, exile or
deaths Peole of Scriptural days saw
commont good as dictated by God.
Still true for us.

Conclusion:
1. Stories of ' & II Samuel, or

just Samuel, well-known, interesting,
aroase some questions.

2. Four timeless principles
we find in them,.revelation, election
(being chosen) by god, the providence
and plan of God in all things, and
the truth of corporate persomality

@ 2and our obligation to it.

3. Words of Hannah mear beginning
(2:2) say well the concept of God
which somes to view in all this:

"There is none holy lkke the Lord
there is none besides thee;

there is no rock like our God".

() 4. As with people of days of
Samuel, Sgul, & David, so today to
know the one God, we must and can
find Him in and through the common
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AL p\(_\,\.&
prach Sunday

have a little

choir director( accuses me of
gbing down there before the service
and setting t elock a little
ahead to insure\ them getting in here
on time; gndnthan of coming up here
and setting this oge a little behind
SO thaﬁ/;ncan preack longer. Jeln,
1

L
b

There are folk sayings, or
proverbs, which often sum up in sort
of a nutshell some things which are

v true. We stick to or use many of
these things because they are true.
I don't know that this thing I'm
going to start out with is really
a proverb, or whether the fellow

@ that told it to me made it up. In
our National Guard organization up
in Wyoming, .a fellow who for a couple
of years hag been coming in as a

@ reserve to help bolster us, whe—is\™
a private in thd Guard, a fellow
about 27 years old. He\$hQquiésé and
polite,. His job up at camp i
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& working in the message center, where
telephone messages coming in hady to
be gotten out to the various people,
and-socm—on. This fellow irritate
a lot of us no end, because he dadld

.iﬁ%verﬁ‘;ﬁ%ﬁanything right, it-seems.

ne

Bs a chaplain should, jseu
m f’i‘l rested in helping somebody

in trouble much of the times

. Jvdeid o_canttsomm-te, doriiings
—righty ';1? Lo and ﬁgﬁgﬁf,ﬁ? S

thafl e Was probablf\the best-paid

{&%en in the whole SR, anelnding the
officers, and—all> 3@ supervisegd

a crew of salesmen of about, 70 .em

He probably gbs making%éér‘}’%‘é‘ $50
akye thousand a year, One reason
that he \§¢ not doing his job in th

@ (iorg s el] W@ that his ming Rt

on it. He\WWworki oV ecrrsi:@:
sayings and apprﬁgﬁ’eg\ 'ggat he camd
use in train‘éxg his salesmen, —Se

A\
@ tere a man whose appearance
certainly (#§ deceiving.

I t Eeustgleﬁ
wrote &nﬂ\ ;

pa AR
e of the
anecdotes h « Tihis—pertieular
.One EITM-HM;L,_bui—LL_ce,r.tg}a;%

introduces for us something of what
the message of Samuel, from which we
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Yol i "A shi ds
read, . He said that ship nee
a captain, a crew and a destination,
to get where it's going".

Consideration of these two books,
@ .hich are first and second Samuel,
i " i crew,
o At kg bR . i
~—peoples, and perhaps can help B8, 5t<‘,°
& consider something of the ship, of
the captain of it, of the crew,
and of our destination.,

A resume of First and SEcond
Samuel is what we want to lokk at
first. The Scripture that we read
comes from I Samuel, the second
chapter, the first ten ferses,

& Realyy, First and Spcond Samuel are
part of one and the same book.
The writings which are First and
Second Samuel in our Bible, and
First and Second Kings, originally
were one manuscript. Later on, they
were broken for convenience into
four books. Im have in my study a
three volume work, some 600 pages
in each volume, on the history of
American Methodism, just—reeentiy

. It wasn't given me, either

Those are costly. The reason we



e




break books down into volumes is
because it is more convenient in
handling and using them. Probably
this is why we have Ffirst and Second
Samuel, and First and Second Kings.

However, First and Second Samuel
probably could be considered a
grouping, or part of a book, with
a specific type of message, which we
want to consider this morning.
Really, Samuel, aftermwhom the books
are named, is not the outstanding
figure in the books. Possibly David
1s, or possibly Solomon. Samuel,
though, $$ a prophet. These two
books, First and Second Samuel,
are part of the Hebrew Bible which
are known as "the Former Prophets",
Because Samuel is the chief prophet
in these two books, perhaps that is
why his name is given,

The stories in First .and Second
Samuel s—Berheps- are m(ihe best-
known stories in the 014 Testament.

~Jnowa—stories—of Fhe Oid-Testament., .
As you read these two books,asL

i in, you find that
there are inconsistencies and
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repetitions in &ﬁﬂ§\5Welli—mmnﬁ:Hma‘
ome a1itile latexr, fﬁhings which you

can't miss, ¥hese do not weaken the
meaning or the story at all. Never-
theless, if you're going to be honest
and observant in your reading, they
are there.

The scholars tell us that

- probably these books are a blending

o two sources of information, or

traditions; what Bible scholars
call>®"J" and an "E" documents,
One¥probbly from about 1000 B.C,.
The other perhaps'Xrom 700 and
somethinggB.C.. fhe particular
form in which we have now in our
Bible probably was merged from these

documents by an editor ef—seme—Ltype,.
or editors, about 550 B.C..

These books about Samuel ,-meset
relate events in Isreael which were

aro%gg t%g beginning of the kingdom,
of zehy. Until that time,
after the days of Moses, the people

had been led W ruled by
a,greﬂp~t&*1méggﬂr o were cglled

judges. The book of Judges, the
19th and 20th chapters, tell of \
the tribes being divided into theilr
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various areas; and then how the
t ribes became divided somewhat from
each other, and therefore were
weakened as a nation, because they
were at odds with each other. In
- the 17th chapter of Judges we are
told of the breakdown of tribabl
justice. Ehenuch of the 0ld Testa-
ment tells us how the Philistines,
.1he people wko were surrounding the
1 and of Canaan where they had
settled after Moses had died emg~

~they-had—bean brought—im by Jeshany
Llistd put military
pres‘surgi%ﬁ? %%EZL constant battles.
Within their gﬁlgré“u‘pings bhere
were many inl:gigues and jealousies;

much horror § nurder ,—ebe=.

® One of the widely-known judges,
or leaders who heard the problmms
that were bothering the peog e,
who laid down the law, who told them

@ st was right, and who sometimes
spoke for God, wgs 2 man named
Samuel. Samuef,\was widely known
outside of his own tribe. Thmuel

@ cpposed the idea of one king ,—er
“g—kingship, er—a-menarehy for the
people. He felt that God alone
was all the king they needed.
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the books of Sanuel show

ug othat after consultation with

the Lord, he received advice from

the Lord to go ahead gWtooperate with

the request for a king., As a result,
@ :c annointed Saul, who was chosen

b y him at the specific instomnetion c

Ggod.

this, They tell of the adventures of

Saul the king, of David who followed
e SRR T ana, of

Absalom“his son, of Nathan the

prophet who spoke up to him, and of

many others.

Bof iRdcike ihal b lantes
cance of the beeks;—or—the permanent

——signfiecaneeof their specifie-message
@ Lous,-perhaps 1&-M.d—be'-§intere stir
to review some of the familiar

storiesx of these books.

One of them, of course, is the

@ story of the birth of Samuel himself.

You remember how Elkanah, a man with

two wives, Perinnah and Hannsh,

went yearly up to the house of the
) Lord..whether it was a tent or a

temple at the eite of Jeruaalem, we

don't know. There he would give

thanks, and participate in the
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& customs of theirnpeligion, which

called them to this center annually.
Every year, it semmed that Perinnah,
who had children, would at this par-
ticular time pick on Hannah more than
usual. Hannah, though beloved by her
husband, had no children. At a par-
ticular time on one of these visits,
Hannah was crying, and also praying,
and with her lips moving and her
crying it looked like she was drunk.
At least, this was the way Eli,

the chief preist of the temple, took
it. He sta rted to rebuke her. She
told him that she was praying, and
she was déstressed, and that she was

\A%Et drukk sk w1shed her well and

at her prayers would bd heard.

er prayer was that she would be
%rantgd a son, and Eafﬂlél-she—we-pe
h&ﬁ,son would be dedicated to the
Lord, ., In due time the son was born.
H£§“ﬁhme§uﬁs-5amuel. He was taken to
the house of the Lord, and given to
Eli to raise, and—there—he—wasTaised
Hannah later had other children too.

You're familiar, perhaps, with
the story of Samuel later in the
temple. One night, as atill a young
boy, he was sleeping near the altar.
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fle heard his named called. Thinking 1
was Eli, he went to Eli. Eli said iF
wasn't him. He went back. Hearing 1
again, he weah to Zli. This time Eli
realized that probably God was trying
to speak to the boy. He teld him,
"if he speaks agaln, you answer,
'Speak, Lord, for thy servant hearetl
These words have been quoted again
and again in sermons: "Speak Lord,
for thy servant heareth", as a good
attitude for us, at any time, any age
to practice, and to copy.

§6 CAIET PR*ES:“

wghSamuel replaced Eligrwben_EJ&r
¢ v died, by falling over backwards and

breaking his neck, because he was
a heavy man, it says. You can break
your neck easier if you're a heavy

men and fall backwards. That would

be one teaching you could get out of
it, huh? Sameul then assumed the
role of a prophet. Arter years of
Judging, Samuel began to grow old,
and to pass some of his authority to
his sons. They misuedd his authori ty
abused it, and thereby caused the
peopge to be even less satisfied witl
the system of judgships. The people
wanted a king, a leader, just as the
other peoples arognd them had,
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.and they insisted. Then Samuel went
to the Lord and received instructions
on how to choose Saul. He picked
Saul out from the family of Jesse,
Saul was annoinéed, and became king
in due time. Under Saul, the nation
was unified, it became an independent
nation, fought successful wars
against the people around, repulsed
the Philistines. In one section it
tells gen- that the Philistines were
put out and pease prevailed; and then
a few chapters later it tells sau

a bout wars going along stil¥with the
same people. Wasek "SRows that probab-
ly two accounts werg put together witl
out too much regard for the order of
it. But the truth was still there,
that the king felt that he had been
annointed by God, and that he was
doing God's will in carrying out these
forays, or wars.

Later, Sgul, the king, became
corrupt. You remember the story of
how he was considered almost insane;
raging at times. It was felt that

.perhaps music would help him. David,
a

young musician who played the

harp, a young man of good looks,
handsome, strong, ehhered his court
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) and became a favorite at once. :
Laterg in the stoxy)o%-};yié-,—wh;l-eh
beeemes the main scane thens David,
8s a boys slays the giant Goliath.
You remember that story: =f how this

- giant for 40 days challenged the
armies of Israel to find a champion.
If the champion ecould beat him, the
Philistines would leave and the war

") would be over, without a pitched
battleu_k Dévid, the young boy
out, ot being able to wear armo e
because he wasn't used to ity \f\cbik;mg.
a sling shot and five smooth sbones
from the cneek; and with the first
o ne knock the man down. <stad k\ere
is one of the interesting inconesis-
tencies you can't help but cateh:

" he slew him with the sling shot, it
says,.By the dirgct hit, he slew him.
And then just a few verses later, it
says he went over to Golath and took
Goliath's sword ouf and with that he

@ slev him. #e ¥ou''ind inconsistencies
“Bat The point is still there, that
the young mang RV
—greatest- swordy but with faith that

.God was with him,was the supenbor

WQRQIQQ\.

\

After a while, Saul put Bavid
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® in charge of armies, David was very,
very successful. He built a
tremendous friendship with the son of
Sahh, Johathan. BS%,. Saul became

jealous of David,_mr_amembe% be~
@ cause the people were singing David's

praises, saylings¥ such things as
"Saul has slain his thousands, but
David has slain his ten thousands."

v Saul began to say, "if he's this
popular, what's the next thing for
him if it isn't the kingdom?" So,
he felt that he hadnfo get rid of
David. Saul's son,
Jonathan, several times intervened,
helped hide David,X%a ied, megpages
to David when David was eing
You remember—hew- David had at least
two chances to take Saul's life:IQ {the
Saul hed. stepped into a cave where
Devid and his lieutenants were hiding
Another time, when all of Saul's army
were sleeping,-esé.Dzvid and his

- friends went up and got Saul's spear
and his water jug; and then went back
up on a hill and hollered, "see what
we .could have done to you, if we

& had wanted to, but we will not
toubh the anrlolnted of the Lord."
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® These are familiar stories, I
think. There are many more in these
books. Iptrigue, murder, horror,

o 7 . IE:
+hex arepthere, o uorm
like these ,\*&’E mixed WITA  on

love, e devbtion, pi®bravery, B

Throughout these books there is
—gnother theme which is the important
) th:'u:xg1 aﬂlhg-‘b——&s-that‘_ in.spite (?f
their
backsliding, theg were always
aware of the presence of God. David
recognized this, even when they were
fightingé rmies of Saul who was
pursiiing him. gfhen the showdown came
he would not harm Saul, because
Saul was "the annointed of the Lord",
the one whom God wanted to reggn.
Saul, in his best moments, wosld came
back to this and repeniéthat he was
chasing David, becsuse D&vid had been
s enf:nim by the Lord to sooth& his
soul with musicyg and with friendship.
Always, within these books, there is
this coming back to what God wishes
and to what God wants.

For instance, you remember that
when David did eventually become
king, he was a man with many .o
wives and many concubines, always
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lwﬁamnggngisﬂé%or more. You -
remember the story made famous in

the movie "David and Batbheba".

David saw Bathsheba taking a bath

and had her brought to him. Adultery
took place. Then Urriah, the husband
of Bathsheba was sent to battle, with
o B 1 O\
1nstruct10ns,unknnwa:ﬁp—hingx o Joab
the general to put W the front
lines so that he would be killed,
which is what happened. And then,

a prophet came to navid. A prophet
wia was a brave %gn, coming to a

warrior kj&{l‘%,gh fiegrce age, when
the king take

a spear and thrust it immedistelyys

then and there i . i K
courty, through the hearts of E‘%
who opposed him.
€ QR KT

« Nathan came and told this
story. He said that thereware in a
certain town two men, Ore of them
was rich qgg one was poor. The
rich had“herds mass, and the other ha
only one little sheep. A stranger
came to the town. The rich man
took, instead of one fat sheep from
his flocks, the little lamb which the
poor man had, and butchered it that
the stranger might eat. What do
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& %hink of that Is that right? Dawid
flared up and said, "Who is the man?
I will punish him severely," ard~&s
£n. pd Nathan pointed right at RaRo
and said, "Thou art the man". David
knew that he was speaki gugf ¥pat he
had done toVyrriah, ané%\ rg ation-

ship with Bathsheba.

- Always within these bookg, you
seey.God's prophets «®e aware of
God, and keeping a consciousness of

&4y before his people.

—brthese—accouwats; Fthese interest.
ing stories,ptbeee—sﬁepéeéégkL
immorality and lust and superstition
,%Q %;%}ing, things which we can't
é §EE} s Bialh Gt ot i

into g . s betyin
thdse storiesx there is, nevertheless
+ke constant awvareness of God. This
is what counts. Maybe th&y misunder-
stood God; maybe they wereN't perfect
people, as you're not and I'm not
and none of us are going to be,
They were ,-nevertreless, aware that

& thereTas such a thing as God.

In these accounts tbe?e are some
truths, some theology, wkkehkx about
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God and man, which speaks to us still
These books contained %hke.ideag not
of one century, but of manyfﬁ?ihgge
ideas are still of worth. &he Super-
stitions are there. But what makes
makes the Isreaelite, the H ebrew,
religion so important, and so great,
is not that they shared many super-
stitions and ideas with the peoples
around them, but that they thought of
God as the one God of the whole
universe; not just one God of them
and their tribe. Every tribe and
people around them had gods which
they manufactured., =SBwt The Hebrews
thought of God as being not manu-
factured, but as being pre-existent,
dlways in being. They were people
who Vk ad revealed
to them what this Cod was like,

This is the first principle:
revelation. This is one of the
great, lasting principles of Samuel.
The God who was worshiped by Eli and
Samuel, by Saul and by David, was
a Bod who revealed himself to his
worshipers. Samuel with his visions
beld his people firmly to what God
revealed; and he would not approve
a king until God told him it was all
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kimg right. Nathan, the prophet who
rebuked David over Bathskéba, spoke
the word of the Lord with a stern
morality. Because God wants certain
standards, you,king or common man,
must abide by them. Under the leader
ship of such men there grew up a
belief that God is constant in all of
his ways. His ways are dependable.
He doesn't shift as the wind, as

did the gods of the pagans around
then.

God still revedas himself to us,
we believe, Through Christ, through
Christian lives, through prayer,
through the Bible, through everyday
experience, through everyday surround
ings, God can be known,

Another principle which we find
here is that which deals with the
election, or the selection, of Israel
to be the chosen people. This was
prominent in the minds of Samuel and
his people. And yet it says some-
thing to us. God was not chosen by
them. He was not imagined and made u
by them, as were the gods and the
idols of the surrounding peoples.
But Me was the one God, the one and
onlvy God. who choge them. He chose
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‘them not especially because he
favored them, but so that they might
carry his name and his standards

QEVETIMRETE v o LYideptly, this was the-
ance 1

ﬁgnmort

n the stories of Samuel
of _the—presence of the ark of the
Lord. The ark represented God's
presence., We don't accept this
limitation of Ged to a specialn place
or that he is especially here in

the church, or anywhere else. [He is
everywhere. He is not limited.
Nevertheless, the point is good, that
the presence of tke Lord is impors$ant,
if people are to e real success.
Today, we could profit well by this
teaching, if we would in all areas of
life try to be aware of the presence
of G od.

The third, of four principles here
is the providence of God, which we
find here. This was the thought that
the source of success is God. God's
righteousness, God's goodness, as you
practice it; how you profit, how you
get along in life, is difectly
related to how you look at God, and
how you try to practice hi rinciple
This is our thought., .ﬁé&%ff?°§§ﬁf
suffer, then you must be doing wrongs
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Today we don't equate riches and °
® success with goocdness; for many
good peopg are failures in their
work; and are hurt, and abused and
diseased. Nevertheiess, there is
@ something here which is trde. It is
sort of a psychology of sin. The
fact that if you gin once, it is
easier to sin the second time. After
you've done it several times, you
- think no more about it, you take it
for granted. So is it in reverse,
in the matéer of righteousness.
As you do shings which are right,
you may feel a little self-conseious,
you may seem a litlle strange. As
you do it the second time, it is
less so. After a while, it is a
habit. Life in accordance with the
. laws of God brings rewards; and
vice versa. This is the thought
about the providence of God.

P CTHE R QQNCINE 1N Sam i

o =~ e
Pparticukarly—theusht—ef, which T
1 ! o
1 + i e
is th&s thought of copporate personal
- ity. You see it revealed in the
story ofDpbid and Bathshhba, Their
first child died, becauseof their
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@ cin. The child had done nothing
wrong. This doesn't seem just.
Nevertheless, the sins of the parents
were visited upon the child.

@ We know that this has been true
in history. There are diseases of
society, such as syphilis, where the
diseases of the parents have beenk

@ visited(@s the Old Te
upon the third and U ourth generatlon&

W, ‘we ma not.,é‘-@%-}

a direct haid in that ﬁgw“ gélfern
theless, the laws in operatlon, the
carrying on of diseases, the way that
society looks upon ke illegitamate
children, all of this, means that it
is true, whether we like it o t,

@ that the sins of the parents° 1‘3)

s their effects into the llves of
the children.

P This &‘sﬂ‘the way it is. You see,_

we are rese isolated individuals.
Exax Fach one lives within a role.
If I am the minister here, you
expect me to do eertain things, in-

@ cluding getting a sermon up each
Sunday. It doesn't matter who the
mnister is, he's going to do that.
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SEUETRE———— SR

L

@ e individual, in this case, is not
what counts: it is the fact that we
are worshipingy our God, and studying
our Bible, and speaking the truth of

@ °~ faith. If you are a merchant, or

a teacher, or a fammer {I ceuld—3ook

w, then within that occupation

you are carrying out a certain role,
You are part of a corporatlor&,egs,&t
were. You are expected to

these ways. You see, we are parts
o f society. Each one of us has

a corporate personality. Nome is a
mere individual.

Now, we are nol speaking in-the’
terms that #hs, communist people do
when they say "Let the individual
be steamrollered over and destroyed
by the state if he gets in the way".
To us, the individual is impor&ant.

(o We are simply recognizing, theugh
that the individual must alwgys mmsk
be thought of as a part of the
soclety in which he livesg. Corpor-
ate personality.There is a network of
relationships binding us all. Thus
we must work together for the common
good. Or, if any one fights the
commong good too much, by murder,
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by robbery, by violence of any kind,}

® by certain attitudes, he must be
confined; either to a mental or a
penal institution, or pekaps even |
put to death. The people of Samuef_a\%

@ the people of Israel, saw the common
good as something dictated by God;
and people Wrsd conform, or try to
0ONFOTM., AT WRE st thych HVETHAT,

o QEVIEY A & T Y

- ;lﬂ:ei?i?v, ,\here are some) of the things
we get from the stories of First and
Second Samuel, or just Samuel.
We recognized that they aroused some
interesting questions. We can't
accept all of the superstitions,
all the thoughts of vengeance, all
the justification of polygamy, and
many of the other things, that are

® there. We have outgrowﬂ““{ﬁﬁﬁj@ganks

to our good Lord Ghrist.'\

Nevertheless, there are some
@ truths here, which are timeless, whic
- are why the books have lasted. We
¢®E thought of #ke- four principles: that
God reveals himself as he did then;
P that we should feel that we are the
elect of God, not especially favored
by him wikk but with a responsibility
given us by him..but he never forces
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@ it on us..we can accept it or reject
tit. Uf we accept it, a certain set of
rules comes into play, If we reject

i t, another set.

@  1hen, the third thing that we
thought about was the providence of
God, which works out as we accept and
do his will. The fourth thing was

@ that there is some truth indgkkis-the
concept of corporate personality, for
we are all parts of the society in
which we live.

The words of Hannah, near the
beginning of the books of Samuel,
from which we wawdy read, in which
she was praising God because Samuel

& hadsbeen born, %&ﬁfﬁw
8 view whichy, some scholars say was
far beyond the concepts of that day.
Whether—it—dig or not, T deoslt—lemew.

But-T dokeow that Ft is a view which
- is good for us today, a view which
is true.

The words were these: "There
@ is none holy like the Lord; there
is none beside Thee; there is no
rock like our God".
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o’ Ag with #be-people in the days®of
Samuel , Saul, Dgvid and Solomggédag
do and can know the one God. e
can find him today revealed, through
our common experiences of life.

-
God is the captain of our ship.
We are the crew. The destination is
the state of complete conformance to
v the will and the purpose of the
captain. #md This destination brings
us to the ports of perfect love, of
rightefousness, of justice, and of
eternity.

Prayer:
God, we are grateful for the
insights of the men of old. We are
.g rareful, too, that we can eliminate
some of the standards and practices
which they carried out as being not

in the spirit of Christ. We are
@reaning is more—Fenmaarr.

: LACO US be-
c ause of these people of oh.

Give us, O God, a sense of the
impor&ance of Thee, of Thy holiness ]
.and of Thy constancy. Help us to find
Thee in many areas of life. Give us
the strength to do thy will. In

Jesus'! name we pray. Amen.







