
• 

uover rage .,. 
I 

Scripture: I Samuel 2:1-10. 

Text: I samuel 2:2 •• 
"There is none holy like the Lord 

there is none besides thee; 
there is no rock .mike our God11 

Topic: To Know the One God. 

Proposition: As with the pmople of 
the days of samuel, uaul and David, 
so today to know the One God, we must 
and can find him in and through the 
common heritage and experiences of 
our li±Jes. 

Sources: Four points of theology, 
and technical data on Samuel, from 
The Inte!l2reter's Bible, Vol. 2, 
pages 855-875. 
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1 Samuel 2:1-10 , 0Utline .. ..L 

•Introduction: 
1 . Folk sayings, proverlns, often 

both interesting & with truth, food 
for thought . 

• 2. One which says: ~A ship needs 

• 
a captain, a crew and a s estination 
to get where it is going" . Suggests 
theme of I & II Samuel • 

3 . Consideration of these 2 books 
will point to captain, ·crew and 
destination of ancient peoples, and 
perhaps of us . 

I . A resume of I and II Samuel, as 
to background and content. 

• 1. Scr~pture today from I Samuel 
but we consider both together because 
really are one book, like modern 2 
volumes of same book. I & II Kings 
actually are coi tinuation of same 

• story, or volumes III & IV. 

2. Samuel , the prophet, actually 
mentioned only in I Samuel, and not 

~in I or II K4ngs at all . Probably 
books called 11 Samuel" because they 
belong to section of Hebrew Bible 
known as t•the form.er Propaets11

, 



• 
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) represents the' • and Samuel (the mru: 
prophetic element in the~~ 

3. Stories in samuel among best­
known in Q.T .• Are inconsiste~cies 

• and repetions which you can ' t miss 
with careful reading, which indicate 
progable synthesizing from other 
previous document s ( J & E). Books 
as now exist probably put together 
about 550 B.C . • 

4. Books relate events in Isre.aa 
which led to the beginning of a 
monarchy, or kingdom. The division 
of the tribes related in Judges (19-
20), and breakdown of triba•x justice 
in Judges 17:6. Philistine pressure 
caused people to want king, like 
other nations . Samuel, widely known 
"circuit judge11 , and prophet, opposed 
kingship because he thought the Lord 
alone was King of Israel. Samuel 
finally gave in, after consulting God . 
and anoints Samuel, at direction of0 • 

Books then are accounts of Saul's 
reign, his later replacement by 

. David, and of many adventures of 
Samuel, Saul, David, Johathan , 
Absalom, Nathan and others . 
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~· 5. Before considering significance 
of the books, interesting to review 
some of the ~amiliar stories~M:ibdx&.x 

a. Birth, dedication of Samuel: 
Elkahah, his father, & 2 wives, 
Perinnah and Hanna~,lst. with 
children. Perinnah 1 s mocking. 
Hannah's distress, prayer & pledge. 
Samuel given to house of Lord & 
care of Eli. Scripture we read is 
Hannah's psalm of praise for God's 
gift, and recognition of much about 
God which is tineless truth. 

b. Voice of Lord to Samuel, & 
response, 11 Speak Lord, for thy 
servant heareth". Told of coming 
destruction of house of Eli, and 
own assumption of prophetic role, 
which all happened. After years of 
judging people, passed some au.hho­
rity to his sons, who misused it, 
and contributed thereby to fiemand 
for a king. Directed by God in 
choosing and anointing Saul. Under 
Sau! Israel wins its battles and 

~ becomes independent nation, in 
s spite of many Illistakes, and much 

getting away from God's will, but 
always back to it. 
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~ · c. Later, ~auli becomes corrup1 
David, musical, handsome, strong, 
etners his court, and favorite at 
first. later, David slays giant 

~ Goliath with slingshot, but Saul 
doesn't know him yet •• so evidently 
this a maory put in here later. 
Friendship between Saul's son 
:Ilaua than & David. i~hen Salul 
became jealous of David & would kil. 
him, Johathan helped save him. 
Eventually, Saul, Jonathan and 
Saul's power destroyed, and David 
becomes king, •• tho he did not 
destroy Saul, "The annointed of 

• 
• 

the Lord". 

d. Intrigue, murder, horror 
stories mixed with love, devotion 
& bravery throughout books. 
Awareness of Israel's particular 
relationship to God, of Qcxi 1s 
guidance, while frequently straying 
from him and his way. For instance 
David, Bathsheba, Urriah, & 
Nathan calling f or repentance at th 
violation of justice and God's law • 
Books comtinue with exploits of 
David, those close to him, his 
nation, his enemies. 



.. 
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• lI. In these accounts of I & II · 
Samuel there is som§L theok;ogy, some 
truth about God & man, which speaks 
to us still. Books contains ideas 
~;t one century, but of many, but 
are still of worth. Ma.ny supersti­
tions in thse, as in other religions 
of times and region. Distinctive 
thing about religion of israel not 
that has many things in common with 
man-made religions of world, but that 
it qureckly outgrew them under the 
influence of divine revelation. 

1. Revelation is one great, 
lasting principle. The God who was 
worshiped by Eli and Samuel, by 
Saul & David, was a Qod who revealed 

9 himself to his worshipers. Samuel 
with his visifuns held his people 
firmly to what God revealed to him. 
Na1han, the prophet who rebuked 
David because of Bathsheba, spoke the 

9 word of the Lord with a stern morali­
ty. Under the leadership of such 
men there grew up a belief that 
God is constant in all his ways • 

• God still reveals himself to us, 
through Christ, Christian lives, 
prayer, the Bible, everyday e.xperien­
ces & surroundings.qj:>d can be known. 
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• . heritage and experiences 
lives . 

Oultine · 0 

of our 

5 • {Btod is the captain of our ship. 
Faithful people are the crew. 

• The destination is the state of 
complete conformance to the will and 
purpose of the captain, the state of 
perfect love, righteousness , justice 

• and eternity • 

• 

• 
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• · 2. The election of ~srael, so 
prominent in minds of Sa.muel and 
people, says something to us. God 
was not chosen or imagined, one of 

• 
many gods and idols, but ~he ~ God, 
who chose them, not especially to 
favor only them, but to carry his 
name and standards everywhere. The 
ark of the Lord, his mmmr~rltx pre-

• sence, had to be with them for real 
success. Taiay we need this sense of 
his presence, don 1t we'? 

3. The providence of God. Souce 
of success was God's goodness & 
righteousness; in practice. Psycho­
logy of sin is revealed •• one wrong 
follows more easily on the one before 

• Yet, God punishes "Wrong severely. 
God asks mens cooperation, but does 
not force himself on them. Life 
in accordance with his laws brings 

• rewards, and vice-versa. 

4. Copporate personality. Death 
of the child of David and Baths.Bhba 
for their sin demonstrates this • 

• Revenge on an enemy through his 
family and property, also. We, 
too, are party of society, corporate 
personality. None are mere indivi-
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e·&uals. Network of relationships 
binding us all. Thus, must work 

ogether for common good, or be ex-
cluded by confinement, exile or 

• 
death~ Peale of Scriptural days saw 
commont good as dictated by God. 
Still true for us. 

Cpnclusion: 
• 1. Stories of t & II Samuel, or 

just Samuel, well- known, interesting, 
aroase some questions. 

2. Four timeless principles 
we find in them •• revelation, election 
(being chosen) by God, the providence 

and plan of God in all things, and 
the truth of corporate persoaality 

• and our obligation to it. 

3. Words of Hannah mear beginning 
(2:2) say well the concept of God 
which eomes to view in all this: 

• 
11 There is none holy like the Lord 

there is none besides thee; 
there is no rock like our God0 • 

• 4. As with people of days of 
Samuel, Saul, & David, so today to 
know the one God, we must and can 
find Him in and through the common 
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,y> ..) f\LLV: /. ~, 
"Each Sunday ~rning~befor~. · ''· I t . >t=t.1Wt ~r;01 E ervice ge wi · ne irf\· 

~ in the chape.l. ~ have a little 
' prayer, :hsome imes talk over 

various matters ~ our 
choir dire c ort'> ~ccuse& me of 
gfling down t re bef ore the service 
and setting t clock a little 
ahead to insure them getting in here 
on time; andnth of coming up here 
and setting this e a little behind 
so tha~! can preac longer. ~ 
~w. nl 

There are folk sayings, or 
proverbs, which often sum up in sort 
of a nutshell some things which are 
true. We stick to or use many of 
these things because they are true. 
I don't know that t his thing I 1m 
going to start out with is really 
a proverb, or whether the fellow 
that told it to me made it up. In 
our £Jational Guard organization up 
in Wyoming, .a fellow who for a couple 
of years ha~ been ca.ming in as a 

tt reserve to help bolster us, wJa.e-is~ 
a private in the Guard, a fellow 
about 27 years old. He ~~uilhe and 
polite,. Hi s job up at camp i.i~~ 
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working in the message center, where 
telephone messages coming in ha~ to 
h3 gotten out to the various people . 
a.nQ so111 on. This fellow irritatel, 
a lot of ~s no end, because he dai.a-f~ 
~ve:2~~""""anything rig.rt. ~ 

L He's jus~ thoso fo11~...s-. 
~ot ~ a chaplain should~ 

tf'R~rested in helping somebody 
9bo i& in trouble much of the tim.eb 
~ he_.can 1 t ~el!Htt to Q.~\t~ir 

• • ~ \t\Vc;. -\'C. r~ga~ ~ tLo and ~~<afd, \\ ! fo d 
tpa4,~~'RS probablj'~the best-paid 

~~L in the whole c~., i~cluding the • ....:""~ le..\~ l..~ 
officers~aad a~ e su ervise4 
a crew of salesmen of abo~ 70~:t°\' 
He probably~s making w*~ $50 
~~M thousand a year. One reason 
that he ~ not doing his job ln .c!-Lh~~ 
Guard~\Jell ~1>1$ that his mind~~~ 
on it . He ~orlff~B ov~~ ~ 
sayings and apprbacne~~£nat he Cel'&)~ 
use in train~g his sal'esmen. -Se 
\rere '*01 1 .la~~ a man whose appearance 
certainly deceiving . 

!>L'1i::.~~L 
I wrote !~i~t --±~~ of the 

anecdotes h \~~ ~. ~r 
6ne isn't fyno~, lmt it CP-.I:~ 
introduces for us something of ~ 
the message of Samuel, from which we 
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~ ' 
• read~~~~ He said t hat "A shi~ ne~ds 

a captain, a crew and a destination, 
to get where it 1s going". 

Consideration of these two books, 
which are first and second Samuel, 

crew, 
.t.o--the de8taination of ancient -

-peoples, and- perhaps can help\';)»1,.sl° 
consider something of the ship, of 
the captain of it, of the crew, 
and of our destination. 

A resume of First and SEcond 
Samuel is what we want to lo~k at 
first. The Scripture that we read 
comes from I Samuel, the second 
chapter, the first ten Derses. 
Realjy, First and S cond Samuel are 
part of one and the~same book. 
The writings which are First and 
Second Samuel in our Bible, and 
First and Second Kings, originally 

e were one manuscript. Later on, they 
were broken for convenience into 
four books. Ix have in my study a 
three volume work, some 600 pages 

e in each volume , on the history of 
American Methodism, ~ 
~· It wasn 1t given me,~ 

Those are costly. The reason we 
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~reak books down into volumes is 
because it is more convenient in 
handling and using them. Probably 
this is why we have First and Second 
Samuel, and First and Second Kin5 s. 

However, First and Second samuel 
probably could be considered a 
grouping, or part of' a book, with 
a specific type of message, which we 
want to consider t..his morning. 
Really, Samuel, afte~hom the books 
are named, is not the outstanding 
figure in the books. Possibly David 
is, or possibly Solomon. Samuel, 
though,* a prophet. These two 
books, First and Second Samuel, 
are part of the Hebrew Bible which 
are known as .. the Former Prophets". 
Because Samuel is the chief prophet 
in these two books, perhaps that is 
why his name is given. 

The stories in First 'nd Second 
S ~f'''&~ amuel ~are~ he best-
known stories in the Old Testament. 
~ainJ¥ are amo.Gg--the aeat-­
kno·,,·n--st0123..es of 'fire- OM-T~~ta:m.eat..~ 
As you read these two books ,....--as r 

· · you find that 
there are inconsistencies and 





5 

.repetitions in .k,~~\~1.JJ .. ~1 • 
· 1.\angs which you 

can 1 t miss .. ""these do not weaken the 
meaning or the story at all. Never­
theless, if you're going to be honest 
and observant in your reading, tli:ey 
are there. 

The scholars tell us that 
probably these books are a blending 
cr two sources of information, or 
traditions; what Bible scholars 
call~"Jl' and an ttEtt documents. 
One*rroably from about 1000 B.C •• 
The other perhaps~rom 700 and 
somethin~.C .• 1he particular 
form in which we have ~now in our 
Bible probably was merged from these 
documents by an ed.i tor of same type,., 
or editors~ about 550 B.C •• 

These books about Samuel,...-~lat 
relate events in Isreael which were 
ar~~~E(__ beginning of the kingdom, 
of nnai:.€h~. Until that time, 
after the days of lt>se~ the people 
had been led ~s~~ed .a.mi ruled by 
a-group of' pe-9 @"" o were c~lled 
judges. The book of Judges: the 
19th and 20th chapters, tel~ of 
the tribes being divided into their 
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various areas; and then how the 
t ribes became divided somewhat from 
each other, and therefore were 
weakened as a nation, because they 
were at odds with each other. In 
the 17th chapter of Judges we are 
told of the breakdown of tribabl 
justice. ~he:f.V~uch of the Old rresta­
nent tells us how the Philistines, 
ihe people who were surrounding the 
1 and of Canaan where they had -settled after Moses had died ~ 
rthey-hs:d~ .brrn1gh:&-b1 Oy ~baa, 
ttew),jf,e PRiJ.;i st;~ put military 
pressu§.~<i-.\'gti 4.\1;~?" L constant battles. 
Within their ~~~bf'u~ings where 
were many int~igues and jealousies; 
much horror~~murder, ~ 

One of the widely-known judges, 
or leaders who heard the probl:mms 
that were bothering the peop_ e, 
who laid down the law, who told them 
what was right, and who someti.mes 
spoke for God, ¥£iS a man named 
Samuel. Sam.uef" was widely known 
outside of his own tribe. $8.m.uel 

• opposed the idea of one king~ 
"a kingsbip, or a mGnarehy for the 
people. He felt that God alone 
was all the king they needed. 
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• ·nowove..r.., the books of San uel show · 
u~that after consultation with 
the Lord, he received advice from 
the Lord to go ahead~t~ooperate with 
the request for a king. As a result, 
he annointed Saul, who was chosen 
b y him at the specific instnnction c 
God. The books- of Samael te J .l,..--e;L 
~hiso They tell of the adventures of 

• Saul t~e .k;J;n~!;;.of David who followed 
h 

. \\\l.,i \T s t.tf Q • .... • , f 
im, o ~ona n-~, o 

Absalom nis son, of Nathan the 
prophet who spoke up to him, and of 
many others. 

Eefo1e eonsidQring the sig~ 
cance of the books, or thg permaaent 
sig0 fioanos of their spec:ific me~~ e t.a J~rha~s ~:er ueuld l3e'~interestir 
to review some of the famifiar 
stories~ of these books. 

One of them, of course, is the 
story of the birth of Samuel himself. 
You remember how Elkanah , a man with 
two wives, Perinnah and Hannah, 
went yearly up to the house of the 
Lord •• whether it was a t~nt or a 
temple at the aite of Jerusalem, we 
don't know. There he would give 
thanks, and participate in the 
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customs of their~eligion, which · 
called them to this center annually. 
Every year, it semn.ed that Perinnah, 
who had children, would at this par­
ticular time pick on Hannah more than 
usual. Hannah, though beloved by her 
husband, had no children. At a par­
ticular time on one of these visits, 
Hannah was crying, and also praying, 
and with her lips moving and her 
crying it looked like she was drunk . 
At least, this was the way Eli, 
the chief preist of the temple, took 
it. He sta rted to rebuke her. She 
told him that she was praying, and 
she was d~stressec, and that she was 

\(.,}JPDt drukk, ~'* wished her well and 
~~na t her prayers would ba heard. 
'Her prayer was that she would be 
&!ranted a son, anc~~l~}:(~ if- wae wc:P-e ;s \) (.\-\ p.. ,, 
~~on would be dedicated to the 
Lord. In due time the son was born . 
He~iru~ :wB:S- Samuel. He was taken to 
the house of the Lord, and given to 
1li to raise . 14ati ·l;he:ro he waa r Us:&Q 
Hannah later had other children too. 

You're familiar, perhaps, with 
the story of Samuel later in the 
temple. One night, as still a young 
boy, he was sleeping near the altar. 
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a He heard his named called. Thinking i 
~ was Eli, he went to Eli. Eli said it 

wasn 1 t him. He we11t back. Hearing i 
again, he wean to .'.:-Jli . This time Eli 
realized that probably God was trying 
to speak to the boy. He told him, 
"if he speaks again, you answer, 
'Speak, Lord, for thy servant hearetb 
These words have been quoted again 
and again in sermons: 0 Speak Lord, 
for thy servant heareth11 , as a good 
attitude for us, at any time, any agE 
to practice, and to copy. 

. • ti<? Cr\IE:~ \JRIE's:., 
'"-1¥\C::~Samuel replaced Eli~wben Eld:.-

C: u died.ta by falling over backwards and 
breaking his neck, because he was 
a heavy man, it says. You can break 
your neck easier if you're a heavy 

nan and fall backwards. That would 
be one teaching you could get out of 
it, huh? Sameul then assumed the 
role of a prophet. Arter years of 

~ judging, Samuel began to grow old, 
and to pass some of his authority to 
his sons. They misused his authori tJi 
abused it, and thereby caused the 
peopfile to be even less satisfied witt 
the system of judgships. The people 
wanted a king, a leader, just as the 
other peoples arognd them had, 
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-- - --- - - -
.and they insisted. Then Samuel went 
to the Lord and received instructions 
on how to choose Saul. He picked 
Saul out from the family of Jesse, 
Saul was annoinaed, and became king 
in due time. Under Saul, the nation 
was unified, it became an independent 
nation, fought successful wars 
against tte people around, repulsed 
the Philistines. In one section it 
tells ~that the Philistines were 
put out and peaee prevailed; and then 
a few chapters later it tel~~ 

a bout wars going alon~ stil~with the 
same people. ~~nows that probab­
ly two accounts wer~ put together wit! 
out too much regard for the order of 
it. But the truth was still there, 
that the king felt that he had been 
annointed by God, and that he was 
doing God 1 s will i ,1 carrying out the SE 

forays, or wars. 

Later, Saul, the king, became 
corrupt. You remember the story of 
how he was considered almost insane; 
raging at times. It was felt that 
perhaps music would help him. David, 
a young musician wno played the 
harp, a young man of good looks, 
handsome, strong, eNlered his court 
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--- - - --------
and became a favorite at once. 
Late~ in the story J of f);yid J whi~ 

]dQeAffiCO the main scene thfin~Dav1d, 
as a boy~ slays the giant Golia th. 
You remember that story: $!lf how this 
giant for 40 days challenged the 
armies of Israel to find a champion. 
If the champion could beat him, the 
Philistines would leave and the war 

• would b. e over, without a pi tch~~-t:.lli 
battle. David, the young boy~ 
out, ~ti cit ~ing able to wear armoj '-'.. 
because he wasn 1 t used to it\ \\~kla.g 
a sling shot and five smooth sbones 
from the ~ek; and with the first 
one knock the man down. ..bQ t1ere 
_IB one of the interesting inconsis-
tencies you can't help but catch: 

• he slew him with the sling shot, it 
says,.By the diract hit , he sl'9W him. 
And then just a ~ew verses later, it 
says he went over to Golath and took 
Goliath's sword ou~ and with that he 

• slew him. ~ jou~\f·ind inconsistenciee 
~-ne point i~"'~tiiJlv~~re, that 
the young man; not ~~vi og thef 
gPeates-t- swor~ but with faith th.at 

.God was with him, was the superui>or 
~ .. WAR~,~~-

After a while, Saul put Bavid 
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~ in charge of armies. David was very, 
very successful. He built a 
tremendous friendsrip with the son of 
Saihih, Johathan. ~Saul became 
jealous of David,......you ~b~ be­
cause the people were singing rravid 1s 
praises, saying~ such things as 
"Saul has slain his thousands, but 
David has slain his ten thousands. 0 

Saul began to say, 11 if he's this 
popular, what's the next thing for 
him if it isn 't the kingdom?" So, 
he felt that he hadl"l.to get rid of 
David. Yo'bl. rom:e1Hser~ Saul 1 s son, 
Jonathan , several times intervened, 
helped hide David,~~ried meo-1~ages 
to David when David was ~ 
4on re:msmher hrn~ David had at le-ast. 
two chances to take Saul's life: ~'\the 
Saul .l:la4. stepped into a cave wt.ere 
David and his lieutenants were hiding 
Another time, when all of Saul's army 
were sleeping, =-0n~ David and his 
friends went up and got Saul's spear 
and his water jug; a_1d then went back 
up on a hill and hollered , 11 see what 
~e could have done to you, if we 
had wanted to, but we will not 
touhh the annointed of the Lord. 11 
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• . These are familiar stories, I· 
think. ~here are many more in these 
books. IQtrigue, murder , horror, 
~ are~theret Stories_,_~ 
like these, v':ifi. roixed11ti!fft"crcsor 

• love, ~ devfution, ~f~bravery , .Nx 

Throughout these books there is 
~ theme.)which is the important 

• thing\ .c.'I'hat ie.- thatd- in spite of 
thejr gstt:H;g.. ~~it~ their 
backsliding, the~~~ were always 
aware of the presence of God. David 
recognizeg~this, even when they were 
fighting~errnies of Saul who was 
pursming him. Afhe.:.1 the -showdown came 
he would not harm Saul, because 
Saul was 11 the annoirted of the Lord11 , 

9 the one whom God ·wanted to reggn. 
Saul, in his best moments, .,mttbl d,. ciame 
back to this and repen~that he was 
chasing David, because David had been 

s en~~im by the Lord to soot~ his 
• soul with musi~and with friendship. 

• 
Always, within these books, there is 
this coming back to what God wishes 
and to what God wants. 

lor instance, you remember that 
when David did eventually become 
king, he was a mar.. ·with manY. \<.J ., . :"~~\ 1 wives and many concuoines, ~ a ways 
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~wis~for more . You 
remember the story made famous in 
the movie "David arid Bat.Sheba". 
David saw Bathsheba taking a bath 
and had her brougtt to him. Adultery 
took place . Then Drriah, the husband 
of Bathsheba was se'l.t to batt~e, with 
. ' t t. . Pl'\Jt""' J b ins,ruc ions ~ . o oa 
the general to put ~'°lib the front 
lines so that he ·would be killed, 
which is what happened . And then, 
a. prophet came to ; avid . A prophet 
wh£:i.. was a brave ~~, coming to a 
warrior kin€t., WMi~a fieii::ce age, when 
the king ~'aJY6t. 11n lrnnwn ~ take 

a spear and thrust it 4.mmediatQ~ 
then and there ir;i. tLe fftid~t ~ti 
~ through the heart\\ of ~ 

~ who opposed h~m. 
~£ «~(l~r\8" 

'""""'" "Na than came and told this 
story. He said t.c.at there'\.8re in a 
certain town two men . 0 e of them 
was rich an4 one vas poor . The 
rich had~!i~rds ~, and the other ha1 
only one "little s .. -.eep . A stranger 
came to the town. The rich man 

~ took, instead of one fat sheep from 
his flocks, the little lamb which the 
poor man had , and butchered it that 
the stranger might eat . What do 
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• think of that Is that right? Da~rid 
flared up and said, "Who is the man? 
I will punish him severely,. 0 ~ 
~· ~ Nathan pointed right at il.~ 
and said, 0 Thou art the man11 • David 

• knew that he was speakiifit\'\Xihat he 
had done to\Jrriah, and~\\ re'fation-
ship with Bathsheba. 

• J~lways within these book~ you 
se~God 1 s prophets~ aware of 
God 1 and keeping a consciousness of 

l.li~ before his people. 

--J.t.r-these- aGcoun.ts;-f.h~e in tereet­
ing stories~ fttL 
immorality and lust and suterstition 
~~A-lling , things which we can 1 t 

• , thing-e-:w-hi ch.- Guri st....acl:pee 
in o · · + · ~ ~n 

these stories~ there is, nevertheless 
~constant awareness of God. This 
is what counts. l'.aybe nhey misunder-

• stood God; maybe they wereN 1 t perfect 
people, as you 1re not and I'm not 
and none of us are JOing to be. 
They were,..,-A@vertbe.1Q.6ti, awa+e that 

9 there ~s such a thing as God. 

In these accounljs there are some 
truths, some theology, wkiENX about 
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God and man, which speaks to us stilJ 
These books contained ~ide~~&ft 
of one century, but of many -1,~1-iese 
ideas are still o.f worth. ~uper­
sti tions are there. But what makes 

• makes the Isreaelite, the H ebrew, 
religion so important, and so great, 
is not that they shared many super­
stitions and ideas with the peoples 

• around them, but tha.t they thought of 
God as the one God of the whole 
universe; not just one God of them 
and their tribe. Every tribe and 
people around them had gods which 
they manufactured. ~~he Hebrews 
thought of God as be~ng not manu­
factured, but as being pre-existent , 
always i.n being. The;x: .... :were people 

• who,-fop soma r.£5.ascm..t~nad revealed 
to them what this God was like. 

This is the first principle: 
:revela tio.q . 'I1his is one of the 

• great, lasting principles of Samuel . 
The God who was worshiped by Eli and 
Samuel, by Saul and by David, was 
a ~od who revealeq himself to his 

• worshipers . Samuel with his visions 
aeld his people firmly to what God 
revealed; and he would not approve 
a king until God told him it was all 
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,kilq; right. Nathan, the prophet who 

• rebuked David over Bathsahba, spoke 
the word of the Lord with a stern 
morality . Because God wants certain 
standards, you,ki~g or common man, 
must abide by tre m. Under the leader 
ship of' such men there grew up a 
belief that God is constant in all of 

• 

his ways . His ways are dependable. 
He doesn't shift as the wind , as 
did the gods of the pagans around 
them. 

God still reveaas himself to us , 
we believe . Through Christ, through 
Christian lives, through prayer, 
through the Bible, through everyday 
experience, through everyday surround 
ings, God can be known . 

Another princ~~le which we find 
here is that which deals with the 
election, or the selection, of Israel 

• to be the chosen people . This was 
prominent in the minds of Samuel and 
his people . And yet it says some­
thing to us. God was not chosen by 
them. He was not :imagined and ma.de u 

• by them, as were the gods and the 
idols of the surrounding peoples. 
~ ~ was the ~ God, the one and 
only God • who ch_ose .-th.em. He chose 
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·them not especially because he 
favored them, but so that they might 
carry his name a~~d his standards 
~ .. y~rJ'-f}?&Jr ~~~<\\ee?tly' this was :cha--) 
~mportance in the stories of Samuel 

,u.f the- p!"e"SenGe- 01· the ark of the 
Lord . The ark represented God ' s 
presence . We don rt accept this 
limitation of God to a specialn place 
or that he is espectally here in 
the church, or anywhere else . He is 
everywhere . He is not limited. 
Nevertheless, tne point is good , that 
the presence of tle Lord .is important, 
if people are to lave real success . 
'l'oday, we could profit well by this 
teaching, if we would in all areas of 
life try to be aware of the presence 

• of G od. 

The third, of four principles here 
is .~ovidence of God, which we 
find here . This 1·ras the thought that 
the source of success is God . God ' s 
righteousness, God. 1s goodness, as you 
practice it; how you profit, how you 
get along in life~ is difectly 

• related to how you look at God, and 
how you try to practic~J_-~ :-fil',~~~e 
This is our thought. ,. f.t~~ou 
suffer, then you must be doing wrong • 



• 



• 
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;today we don't equate riches and· 
success with goodness; for many 
good peope are failures in their 
work; and are hurt, and abused and 
diseased. Neverthesess, there is 
something here which is trde. It is 
sort of a psychology of sin. The 
fact that if you sin once, it is 
easier to sin the second time. .After 
you've done it several times, you 
think no more about it, you take it 
for granted . So is it in reverse, 
in the matmer of righteousness. 
As you do things which are right, 
you may feel a little self-conssious, 
you may seem a little strange. As 
you do it the seco~d time, it is 
less so. After a while , it is a 
habit. Life in accordance with the 
laws of God brings rewards; and 
vice versa. This is the thought 
about the provideLce of God. 

~ \'l Vi\-\~ Q......._ ~ ~\ \) (. l '( t.._\:: I l'I 47 ti. ti\ \l ~) .... 
• ..And then one, u ... 1ich I hadP 1 ± 

_Barti cuaarly thou5 · u ru:., which I 
found m.onti oned in OJ:J.Q of the c 0It1.'T:l:en­
tarie s on this se~eetieE of Scripture.. 

• 
~s th~ though~, o.:f ~opporate personal 
2:.!Y:.· You see it revealed in the 
story ofI{t:lDid and Baths.Bhba. Their 
first child died, becauseof their 
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• sin. The child had done nothing 
1 

wrong. This doesn 1 t seem just. 
Nevertheless, the sins of the parents 
were visited upon the child . 

We know that this has been true 
in history. There are diseases of 
society, such as syphilis, where the 
diseases of the parents have been\ 

• visited as the 01 ·. les ,.... 
upon the thir and 1'ourth generations~ 

1 \.\ ,\'JV, (; '\' • 
~l., ~ may not:.;..g0-\,n:t;fi Cfof ~ving 
a direct hand in t~1a:~~~vf . 1- ~~v~r­
thele ss, the laws in operation, the 
carrying on of diseases, the way that 
society looks upo'.': ~ illegi tamate 
children, all of t~1is, means that it 
is true, whether we like it of. Rcpt, 

e ~hat t?e sins of ~h~ rarent~f\ c~rcy 
~ their effects into the lives of 

the children . 

• 
This is the way it is. You see, 

r-J.:>T. 1 t d. d .. d l we are ~ iso c. e in ivi ua s. 
~llnfM Each one lives within a role. 
If I am the minister here, you 
expect me to do eertain things, in-

• eluding getting a sermon up each 
Sunday. It doesn't matter who the 

minister is, he's going to do that. 
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The individual, in this case , is not 
what counts : it is the fact that we 
are worshipin~ our God, and studying 
our Bible, and speaking the truth of 

• our faith. If you are a merchant, or 
a teacher, or a fan.mer~ 

~ then withiL. that occupation 
you are carrying out a certain role . 

• You are part of a corporation, as iLt 
P"<"'f JN were . You are ex-pected to carry--DJ3;-

these ways . You see, we are parts 
o f society. Each one of us has .._.,,-
a corporate personality . Noae is a 
me re individual. 

I\Jow , we are not speaking in~ 
terms that tha.,. coJJLunist people do 

• when they say 11 Let the individual 
be steamrollered over and destroyed 
by the state if he gets in the way" .. 
To us, the indivjdual is imporsant • 

• We are simply recognizing~ 
that the individua: must alWJYS amxt 
be thought of as a part of the 
society in which he live5"1. Corpor­
ate personality. 'ij.1ere is a network of er elationships binding us all . Thus 
we must work together for the common 
good . Or , if any one fights the 
common~ good too much, by murder·, 
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. by robbery, by violence of any kfnd,j 
by certain attitudes, he must be 
confined; either to a mental or a 
penal institution, or pelrraps even . ~ 
put to death . The people of Samuet4~ 

• the people of Israel, saw the connnon 
good as so~ethinb dictated by God; 
and people'~ conform, or try to 
conform. '..Ne: \':-.R~ 6-<11J... tt-lfcX\ L\f .... ~·-n-\~11 

• le ~E>ll tr \J f\ 'b Y\ ~~ \).) j 
"We"i:b, l\here are some of the things 

we get from the stories of F.rst and 
Second Samuel , or just Samuel . 
We recognized that they aroused some 
interesting questions . We can ' t 
accept all of the superstitions, 
all the thoughts 0£ vengeance, all 
the justification of polygamy, a.nd 
many of the other things , that P.f6 

• there . We have out.growrr'~~,1"'~1'1ank~ 
to our good Lord Ghrist . 

Nevertheless, there are some 
• truths here, whicL. are timeless, w.hic 

· are why the lbooks ta ve lasted. . We 
~~f\vtrthought of ~four principles: that 

God reveals himself as he did then; 
• that we should feel that we are the 

elect of God, not especially favored 
by him w:Xik but with a responsibilit~ 
given us by hiro . • but he never forces 
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~ it on us .• we can accept it or reject 
tit. Wf we accept it, a certain set of 

rules comes into play , If we reject 
i t, another set. 

• Then, the third thing that we 
thought about was the providence of 
God, which works out as we accept and 
do his will. The fourth thing was 

• that there is s oroe tnu th in~ -th<J 
concept of corporate personality, for 
we are all parts of the society in 
which we live. 

The words of Hannah, near the 
beginning of the books of Samuel, 
from which we WEXtit'J read, in which 
she was praisin2 Gori because samuel 
h 'i:"...c.~P.l~ s . . • ad§been born, ~s np fl.a.ally w:i..ttr 
a view which... some scholars say was 
far beyond the co~cepts of that day . 
Whe..:t.her it i.s or c o t , I g on-1 t lfft0'VhJ 

o i. jt is a view which 
• is good for us today, a view which 

is true. 

The words were these: "There 
• is none holy like the Lord; there 

is none beside ~hee; there is no 
rock like our Godn. 



• 



l Samuel 2:1-lU • 

, As with ~people in the days?of 
Samuel , Saul, David and Solomon, ,w~ 
do and can know the one God. ~e 
can find him today revealed, through 
our common experiences of life. 

God is the captain of our ship. 
We are the crew. The destination is 
the state of compl ete conformance to 
the will and the purpose of the 
captain. ~"lids destination brings 
us to the ports of perfect love, of 
right~ousness, of justice, and of 
eternity. 

Pr§Yer: 
God, we are grateful for the 

insights of the men of old. We are 
grateful, too, tha.t we can eliminate 
some of the standards and practices 
which they carried out as being not 
in the spirit of Christ. Ue are 
gra~eful that c~os~a~e and 
meaning is more ----:. ___-tf!if\~ t~~ ~~~ 
cause of these people of old. 

Give us, 0 God, a sense of the 
imporaance of Thee, of Thy holiness, 
and of Thy constancy. Help us to find 
Thee in many areas of life. Give us 
the strength to do thy will. In 
Jesus• name we pray. Amen. 
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