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.!heme: Crucify the Flesh. 

text; Galatians 5:16 -- "Walk 
by the Spirit, and do not gratify 
the desires of the flesh.! 

J!ro»Osition: Those who belong to 
Christ put aside harmful pleasures 
of the body and mind. 

Date written: 4 Sept 1953 
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Int'roduction: 
l. Monk 1n- dev111s territory 

story (Macartney) illustrates 
dangers of playing with moderation 
in evil things or with the presenc 
of wrong. 

2. Ministerial a.spirent samp
ling pleasures of world (ltike YOU134 
Army man) illustrates danger in 
such thinking when looking at old
er minister who once follcn~ed su.ch 
excuses and is now a winehead; ot 
another who •as expelled from his 
churc~ for sexual immorality. 
Yiilding to temptations formerly 
known. 

J. Paul in E'cri:pture and text 
points up ideal here f oll0\i1ed. 
r. Tlie desires of the flesh are 
against the Soirit, 

1. v. 17. 
2. To desire is to want strongi' 

but not especially to need. De
sire is a strong feeling or aid.or. 
Something desirable is pleasant 
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or agreeable. The sense of desirE 
as- used ·in Scripture would be to 
want such com:plete satisfaction o:f 
earthly or fleshly cravings that 
the point of need is passed by 
and one caters still to the 
craving. 

3. This leads to excess and ev~ 
v. 19-2la lists results of ca
tering to desires or flesh. 

'4. !n such states, moods or 
activities the Spirit is hard to 
hear (Illustrate). 

5. To "4rwlify the flesh" may 
seem to be the experience in de
nying the flesh along above lines, 
but it sharpens spiritual awar~ 
ness. (Illustrate) 

6. These things are often 
illegal by men's ow laWs because 
harmful to individual and society~ 
II. Yielding j;o fle§hilx desires 
denies one entrance into the 
XWdom of God. 

1. v. 21b ••• "I warn you ••• " 
These are Paul' s words. 
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2. Beatitudes •• words of Jesus 
a. ":Blessed are the poor 

in spirit for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven." "Poor in 
spirit" implies emptiness, lack 
or purpose and drive, not de
termined sins of type Paul list 

b. essed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness 
sake, for theirs is the Kingdom 
of Heaven." Few would defend 
Paul's listed sins as being 
righteous things, and none coul 
do so logically. (Refute sex
sin, social drinking, carousing, 
enmity, and others where time 
allows, showing occasional 
11%••B'W~ persecution or 
pressures in these matters). 

III. Works of the Spirit a.re B2 
important and time-filling tliat 
th chr ti i tl m 
fleshly sins, 

1. v. 22 & 2Ja list most such 
works of the spirit (read). 

2. v. 2Jb •• "against such ther 
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is. no la.w11 a ba.c~handed wa:r of 
celling these desirable, as we 
know they are. 

;. Reasons for christ1ans 
cultivating these: 

a. ~ecause of love of God 
and neighbor. 

b. To please God and do His 
will. 

c. To follow Christ'~ exaJD.ple 
4. »re17one is weak in some on6 

or more of these areas and mu.st 
strive to cultivate strength 
(illustrate). 

5. v. 24 •• Points out that snch 
is the way to Christ. 
QQ.nclusi on: 

1. Point summary. 
2. Proposition and text. 
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