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Scri~~ureJ Exodus )4:29-35 

' 

, · ' t• Exodus J4:29b •••• " ••••• the skin 
his face shone because he had been 

talking with God." 

Shining Faces 

oposttioq_;, The Book of Exodus 
points out that they are indeed blessed 
and happy, of 11 shining faces," who feel 
· ~ ose to God. 
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Introd;uction;, 
· . 1. The ~,. s rt motion picture n The 
~ Commandments"~ a colorful and 

EJXtravagantly-produced piece of enter
tainment. Its attention to detail of 
dress, building styles, social classes 

i customs of :Egypt of several thousand 
rs ego is amazing. It presents Mosesj 

a~ accurately as possible from the Bibli 
cal record and then adds much further ' 

agined detail. In :f'act, this truly-
raordinary film should more accuratel 

be called "Moses," for it is far more 
about him than about the Ten Commandment 

2. What it does show abo~0 the Ten 
Commandments~ is, I believe , 

..l#Ni._ inaccurate and harmful. If"TH 
"""'"''8""'~.~ere presented by- magical 
writing of flashing lightning while 
~ es co\1ered in the background they wo 

11 little fD a people who were 
not sizlilarly cowered by supernatural 
displ~s of power. 

3. I beli~y~ that Moses 
eived th~~M~~i'EfS"ul tJ'Tdf da.ys of 
i tat ion ai!tf quilt communion with God 

on the mountain-top. There the accumu
lated experience of ages of humans could 

s through his mind. If the Ten 
an~ents a.re the work of lod given 

in a natural and logical wav. just as 
God gives truth to us todsv, it is 
easier to see why they have remained 
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acce-pted end in force for thousands of 
years. Not because God will slap down 

· offender, but because they make 
ense in everydq life. !Ibey are the 

will of God in a natural wa:y for the 
creatures of His making, His people on 

th. They work, end they were realiz 
us. through the final sumcarlzation 

of a man named Moses, as a result of 
centlzries of human experience. 

4. Just as the person and method bf 
ch the Ten Commandments were given 
often seem misinterpreted, so the 

tmi.e central then1i?of the Book of txodu.s 
in which they are found is misinterprete 
We here attempt to make Exodus 
and its meaning cl-r. We base our 
9tat.ments on the published works of 
full-time Bible Scholars. We believe 
that our Scripture selection of tod~ 

sents the chief theme of the Book of 
odus, and will sort of summarize our 

thinking for us. 

baclg:rop,nd and chief 

1. "Exodus" is an English word given 
to the second book in our Bible by the 
translators some 350 to 4CD years ago. 

s a title for the book which they 
dI not get from the original texts but 
which they thought described the Book. 
Exodus refers to the marching out en 
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masae d'f a. large group of people: As 
such it· is a word, or title. which 4oes 
n~t do full justice to the subject 
~tter of this second Biblical book. 

The word "Exodus" does not disclose 
the central idea of the book, for less 
than half of it deals with Israel 1 s 

arture from Egypt. The larger part 
... Exodus is concerned with the beginni 

and organization of the common life of 
the Israelites. Not Moses, the leader 

d lawgiver, nor Israel the elect and 
~eemed people and nation, stands at 

the heart of the book. God is the -central thought. The controlling theme 
is the revelation of God's power, which 
is illustrated b~ His victory over Pha
raoh, and which points to His lllllship 
over the universe. The action and tri
umph of God is the center from which 

es the whole book of Exodus. 
2. Exodus belongs to 11 the five books 

of Moses, 11 or the Pentateuch, which are 
the first five books of our Bible. 
Exodus is not a history of early Israel, 

strict sense. It is rather in 
osition of the meaning of that his

tory for Israel. It is in interpre
tation of Israel's faith. 

J. For insrance, the plagues of 
t should not be read as an exact, 

etailed history. There have been many 
efforts to rationalize these fantastic 
stories. Modern scholars have sought to 
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provi~~ a na.taral e.rp1B.Z2a ti o.n for each · 
of the .ten plagues. One scholar doe~ 
so !Or the first six plagues like this: 

' e f et!d, blood-red water of the Nile 
iver with its dec~ing fish bred a 

crop of frogs. ~e decomposing frogs 
caused swarms of insects which carried 

diseases of the 3rd snd 4th plagues. 
se insects spread the diseases of the 

fifth and sixth plagues. 
Such a procledure to explain the plage 
not necessary or good. It CSU99S 
· to forget the real purpose of the 

s ories. It shows a concern for histor
ical dett.11 at the cost of truth and 
meaning. To be sure, many of the storie 
reflect something of the natural condi
tions and hazards of life in Egypt. Som 
of them~ rest on actual events 
that.helpel the escape of the Israelites 
•om Egypt, an escape in which they saw 

hand of God. ltit •dus now present 
a series of piously decorated accounts 
woven together in an elaborate and a~ 
tistic series of n!dlratives. It is a 

olic thing, and not necessarily an 
ate historical account. It points 

to Israel's faith festing on the histori 
experience of its escape from slavery. 
I aims at showing that not Pharoah or 

gods of Egypt but the living God of 
IsrBii' makes .. tu.re serve man. 

4. In the .Old Testament Exodus has a 
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role co~pa.rable to that of the Go~pels 
in the New Testement. Its focus is o~ 
the historic event on which the communit 

Israel was built, just as the New 
~estament eo.-1. focus on Jesus the 
being around whom the Christian faith 
is built. Exoclus is a book of faith. 

central idea of this faith is the 
er of God. This notion of God's 

power, freedom and sovreignty is a per
sistent idea from then on in Biblical. 

story and faith. Later interpretation 
God which point to His justice. for

giveness. love end compassion, alws_vs 
do so on the assumption of His power. 
However, in Exodus God expresses His 
power in such a Ws:f that it is clear 
that He is a reJPonsible and moral Being 

5. We have chosen the section of Exo
dus which is our Scripture because it 

ems to point 1IY er summarize this key 
a of the whole book, God's power 
~ His interest in His people. Also, 
this Scripture has for us en affirmation 
of what the experience of GoQ.1 s power 

do fQr us. Let us look d our par
er passage from Exodus which is our 

Scripture for the d~, and let it speak 
and suggest to us ideas of value for us. 

Moses exoerience of God caused him 
to radiate a sne cial, something. 

1. In our particmlar Scripture is the 
account of Moses coming down from the 
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a we.v .. 'fhat ones face literally seems c 

to shine. .And the shining is of a sort 
~ t makes others want to have a similar 

erience of GOd. 

Conclusion.1_ 
1. The Book of Exodus, telling of the 

;toric background. of Israel's escape 
rom Fgypt by the help• of God, points 

out that God is all-powerful, moral a.nd 
responsible. This is its central m; ssag 

d purpose, to give the basis for belie~ 
this supreme Being who is God, and 

who cares f<r us, the hpman race. 
2. Moses' face-to-face expette?ice 

with this God caused him to appear so 
different that it was written °the skin 
of his face shone because he had been 
telling with God. " 

)• There a.re people of todey, too, 
se radiance is such after an experien 

th God that we can truly sey their 
faces shine e.nd are an incentive to othe 
to come closer to God. 

•~ We would summarize all this by 1f ng that the Book o{ Exod);l.!! po:l,!!ts 
that they are ind.eed blessed ancl. 

hJ112W• of "shining fa.ces. 11 who feel 
close to God. 
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JD.OU.Il t a.f n where .ho had been with GOd for. 
some time. He brought dolm with him . 
~ tablets of law and commandmentg whicl 

re to replace those he once broke in 
anger when he had come down from the 
mountain to find the people untrue to 
God( worshipping a golden calf). "Moses 

not know that the skin of his face 
J. wn because he had been talking with 

God, 11 the Scripture sqs. The people 
were scared to come near him until he 

iled his face. which he did for them. 
· later when he went into the tent of 

the Lord. or the tabernacle, he would 
unveil his face, the story S81'S• and 
stand face-to-face before God. 

2. The verb translated 11 shown11 occurs 
only twice in Hebrew literature. It is 
a verb derived from the noun which means 
"horn. 11 Some of the older painters, 

e Michelangelo, not knowing the dif
enee between the aoun meaning "horn" 

and the verb meaning "shone•, assumed. 
that Moses had horns to mark his special 
e~erience with God and so painted him. 

the actual Hebrew means that Moses 1 

ue shown or glowed like re.vs of light
ning after his contact with God. The 
idea of the veil Moses then used when 
~ lking with people was that the re!Iec
- n of God'~ glory on Moses 1 face was 

too sacred to be gazed at by- human eyes. 
3. Moses•s shining face can suggest 

many ideas to us. The one whi dl is true 
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JT-I. .An ind1y1dnel who exg,eriences God 
llten does have a special radiance whicbJ 
is apparent to others, I 

1. Many a doctor and minister can 
testify that the shining face was not 

y to be seen in Moses. Often they 
d others have been confronted with it 

shining on them feom beds of pain so thai 
they too seemed to need the intervention 

a veil to protect them from the pier-
~~ splendor of the divine soul shinine 
through the frail bo~. 

2. In times when people were put to 
death for their 8hristian faith, or mar
tyred, it was noted that the face of the 
agoa1~1ng suffere• sometimes seemed a:t:i: 
alight with a flame more brilliant than 
that of the flames which surrounded him. 

3. In simpler w~s the same experienc 
noticed among more common and humble 

folks. One child said ''Grandma must 
sleep in heaven, because she is alwa_ys 
so happy at breakfast. n The epitaph of 

w Ebgle.nd minister states that even 
meet him on the street made one feel 

that life was more worthwhile. There 
are people of shining face whose f a!41h 
-- es them that ws.v. to be found all ab 

·'f'l::I 

L~. There is something about en expel' 
ience of God's presence that is exhili-
re.tinEJ uplifting, and inspiring in sue 
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