I Corinthliang 1:1-73.
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Zhgme: The Church of God.

Proposition: The church is of God.

Scripture: I. Corinthians 1:1-3.

Text: Corinthians 1:2...."To the church of God
which is at Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ
Jesus, celled to be seints together with all those
who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both their Lord snd ours;" (RSV)

Date written: June 19, 1958.

Dates and Places Precnched:
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‘;gtroduction.
1. As a sort of preface or prologue in the order

_ 'of the service for recelving members by profession
o of faith into the membership of The Methodist Church,

the minister reads this statement: "The church is
of God and will be preserved to the end of time, for
the prom&tion of his worship and the due administre-
tion of his ordinsnces, the maintainence of Christian
fellowship and discipline, the edificationm of
believer and the convarsion of the world." 4
Do BEL ey E.TTH

2. Attention- here is focused on the first part of

thiz statement. the words "the church is of God."

useful not esneci y differen
Iﬁes'f&qnb%d' Iy FI W pural 1y ‘*‘2%&’3&

believe that the
God's special institution, truly "o
o befher understanding of this clainfye tin our atte
ion todsy e

3. We speak, of course, not of Jjust The Methodist
Church, but of all churches that sbrivéldo meet thgét

ar oD, quotation. We speak nod"
iU%%§5$§S§?ﬁBEF§B "the church,"

I. Scripture references to the echurch moint it out
2as being of God.

1. Metthew 16:13-20 gives the most—guoted and ¢
mos t-argued-ebout quotation in the Bible of those @ﬁf;
wh1ch refer to the chureh @he—uoads-ma_nhgggg,ha&e

to
: 5t 1ﬁ3‘?§§€¥§?&9n. These words
read, "Simon Peter replied, '"You are the Christ, the

Son of the Living God.' And Jesus answered him,....
'and on this rock I will build my church,'

is the clear meaning

e@%ﬁé? ent of Jesus in speaking
them. No%” %e wor¥Ministery, is necessary
to the christl faith, no matter how helpful he may
be. Here in this quotation Christ Himself is gixsb

as the one who instituted and founded the church, r\
posed -of those who believe He is the Christ.

I Corinthiang 1:1-3
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r " 27 acts 8 tells us "a great persecution arose ‘
o-alnst the church in Jerusalem, and they were all

Ww: 40 G Gl BEORR h AE S

r..-hr\&e read, "Now those who were scattered
went about preaching the word. "Phillip went down to
a city of Samaria, 2nd proclaimed to them the Christ.
And the multitude with one accord%ave heed to what
was said by Phillip." (RSV). Obviously, these early
preachers believed God was wit%id the church
was of God. Higtory seems to belief, &
&
3. One final reference ko Scri‘oture 411;--0011:1ﬂ’out2’D
again the obvious fact thal)t the New Testement is a
testimony to the belief that the Church s=~the body of
Lrixx believ & in Christ -~ is of God. Here we
quote Paul, ﬁﬂq men whe-befo b@i&W&l
e becoming a Christian wasMaul,w. is recorde
in Acts as the one who pexrgecuted, scattered and
arrested the Christia.ns.‘ é%'c upon the tnor't
~ the Jewish 1pad.ers as he did 80, W&L

Nl
wﬁ‘é’céj‘h‘e t eﬁ,o;g‘ irel ss ?%ffectig miss ?éx%

aries
O-l'\ Seripture or tonv*s.

W—M—ﬁwuxmﬁ-mﬁ%w Coriﬂ thians
1% \e)begins with words which wed3 summarize the attitude

of Paul v toward the church.
We read, "Paul, called by the will of God to be an
apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes,

to the church of Ekximtx¥wsmx God which is at Corinth,
to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to Dbe
saints together with all those who in every place call
on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,™ cee -

e
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._'| L, There is no doubt about it, Eth%@iament
e the church is God's. Has it s& continued
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incidents in 'bhe history of the church
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‘, it a. In the -very earliest dwsmm
o fam_mmmm f3 e

Ay o i heppened among meny of the church's
members throM™he centuriesg J.s_;cegre-b%able
be. -‘ﬁe tendency to gz=in wealth and WMDL‘{

authority at the expense of serving peO'ol %&her
Hblpstrates the way the church can get ‘
mission. Positions of prominence.p churches of
wealth in very poor communities, the receiving of
tax money for support of a fevored church, the
- @enial of voting and educational rlghts to t‘mse

not of the particular church ir (G , do¥

I church showidd very ungodly tendenc:.es.
Co The versecttion in the name of Christ of those

who-gagﬁy believe as the church dlCuBteg 1an th 7
bad page in_th church's hlstory bo

to no\ular Eﬁberstltion s like the
-Puritans did when in Selem they killed "witches,"
demons trated wesknesses the church has been known
t0o have.

e ] J.P d.g
g ‘{Q_Q. is a, weakness.
= o
24 g mt that ﬁse goften--terri’ble,
and certmble. s wére by imperfect

'oeople. We would point out thain ealy

the church, 1T wide-spread human institutl
PR % amine 118 otl 1
purify itkelf and YepeniSrm

of its wrong TERR 10 rlght theme 2 eekgg to

E, avoid future wrongs.
it Giyaw
3. We weuld go further snd—esy tha n spite
g over, the centuries the church has shown
ot at it is of Go !
& a. Augustin of.Garthage, \égnnsfe_ml to Chrdiesientt
S " in the Rome taurhich-hewent t the t% :
2 of the capital cityswas con éi“i “b Se ! '}&
= Qa devoted christian readipng his devotions. Augus-
- tine was a good thinker, andfbecame & great theolo-
gian., He wrote a massive wo mmny volumes, called

"the city of God. It is Chris anity's ancient,
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I Corinthians 1:1-3

reasonable and most-used concept of the church,

"written in about the 4th century a.d.. -Far—it7phe

"City of God" is depicted as being couposed of Hyge

Ve4mede who ar of@y_‘w&en in the church, %t Mot
_ alfm&m in the city of @odsgor in the

tru8 clurch. The city of Msed of allw
ho have a gincere faith in accep tance~

¥ ;gsg_% : ?} .
. gaviougiand whg‘ gseek to 1¥ve as Christ

woﬁld hav eI rolks are part of the wvisible
city of God,  the churc ' the visible, earthly
church there are many hypocrits and wrongdoers.

. However, the since %tx‘}@\m} vistians in the
visible church? Mo~ Vh _ ne thro deathl's
a.

gete and pow.e heaven compose the true city
of God,""&% %gg‘gﬂares. anm-ﬁ}s city of God is the
true church., Thus BREVAUYE t& reagonable theolog-
ical definition of the church as i

—a& all christians, wherever they are, and whenever

they lived. - The Roman (Catholic church claims
Mugustineds true city of God to be that church,

and claims Au-custine as one of its own. He was in
Rome and of the church there, but the Roman church
with its theory of an infallible pope did not exist

ae-gucd at that timeg MWRdmaﬁ Ci;tg gl%c claim

& oo sin@yﬁlot true historically Oor .
: bl e dafinits 3 gl! o ] h
mﬁwmwwm

- S
e~church-zs-the -messenger—05

Dotr— .)‘\,Qa
Y. Qhoggéor%stor cal illustraténh that the

church is of God

RUEROse Neres—sing. we nW
turn to American history.

We think of Marcus Whitman and his wife Narcissa,
who were commissioned a2bout 1836 by the Presbyterien
church as missionesries to the Indiams of the Cregon
territory. They went overland to the weste ané
Nercissa and the other women-missionary of the
party,2Mrs. Spalding, are said to be_the

white women to heve crossed thmlffx‘fé‘nt.
ogerland eewdey Befriending thé\ Indiansg, telling
them of Chrigt, attempting to learn their langusge
and to reduce it to writineg and in it to produce
the Bible, were routine parts of their work at the
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mission they Wounded on the banks of the Walla-Walla.
+ Sadness came when their little 2-yesr-old girl, their

only child, during a service of worship for the

Indians wendered off and drowned in the river, At

:
i

that time both Great Britain and the United States
were under pressures to annex the area., Marcus
Whitmen became concerned over the tactics of the
British Budson Bay Comnany to assure British control,
for he saw in the persons and work of the Roman
Catholic priesis who were with the company a very
serious threat to religious freedom, to his own

work, and to pelitical freedom. Firmly convinced
thet it wes smedtidi best politically bew-Recesgery-
relighously for Oregon to become pert of the United
Stotes, .and-Rpi—alfBritish-ounsd—teméde, he made '
more than one trip on horseback across the continent
to Washington, even in the deed of winker, to convince
congregsman to bring his adapted area into the Union.
Vetsmomw=tieal e was succegsful-—in this. He, his
wife Narcissa, and al e settlement were
massacred by the Indians not many years after this.
There is some indication, tho no proof, that the
Indians were incited to these murders by those

‘who were thwarted in their effofs to get the terri-
tory for Britain. We could cite case after case
from history of missionsries who gave their lives in

wbbodi efforts to meke their faith appliceble to
Skl Cas-0L£. 11fe themselves snd among those they
sought t0 reach. We can seesmsmssfel at no
other organization then the church, Zk=® no other
religion than christianity, has so rich, numerous
and effective incidentsf 4kg @ther faiths do heve
fine missionariqﬁ)

Ce mrulx.{Eistor#%!%ﬁicatau.th&t the Church is
of God.

ic

ITI., Present-day exverience indicates that the church
still is of God.

T et 3Ny
le. This is a day o Gefgiﬂni-fear-ef atomic deton-
ation thed might wipe outypeonle., This is an age of
&=l tensions &Ses-lnceriziady of mgsorts. Thig

is a time of growing urbanization, with the bulk of
the people living in the impersonal environment of

the great citypSs

|
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gl church m-e;b

of-popu ;@LW WM

The churgh interest Weo yle are searching
for something to answer their questions, sooth their
fears and give them certainties by which to live.

To these people, to you, the church speaks of a God
who is none other than the universal, wnimaginsble
intelligent and good creator of\ﬁﬁe universe,‘&&ﬁ&g
interested in each individual }¥Xhe church qagrs%
God wants to be approached diXectlmeg By you, y

own words the things tha‘c concern you, calls.
tlis approach prayer. 3 8 ‘ :

grent—fle m—u.,r:om out that & l‘ruman
figure was actually God-in-flesh, _n?
e Fror

. demonstraw the bes
hich tan strive o Whe church
says ggia God-man fishment and a brutal death,
buf e trom that death into a life immortale 4o HE€
taac ymbolisePthat oee not have to be
punished for {fjEKeins Beve eternal life.

The church says’i forgives when W@ truly repents.
of. sin and turndg toghew life patterned on Christ's
life and’' teachings, mmmx‘ﬂae person who
dies after receiving this new life will have bi—igite-
alfi of Godosternal life in God's mesence, in heaven.
The church 'ooint ) ot fhgnt, Lod=

S e—nal ive. The church
providpc' fellowshi ,0 ction, worshin =nd =c-
tivities ekr of wmyxk God may g0
further and fudther unders tanding and epplices~
tion of his faith, }d,ﬂﬁ he certainties, comfort
and guidance, needs,.

3.

Truly it is ﬁo i‘.church,-am today. For this reason,
e chleflyj ecause it is popular and resnectaole?

bty DEOD]e esee turniag to the church.

IV, God leaves to church members the determination
of whether -or not the church will continue t0 be of God
——_and it will.

1. It'is a prime article of Methodist teaching
and belief that God forces no t¢ne to be £00d, toéﬂ-






4 Ma.n ig a creature of choice. We be- :'
1ieve this can be demonstratedfAe=ssearirom the
ley) thro logicadbhidosopsy, and thro observa ion

P DQ‘“’\S
2. If God does ;.v.e,\chome of] 1‘1’1 actions to-btlier -
inddwddmed, th it follows th”t God will n&% forece

L0 a=Bavesi 40 church member,
active in the church to which\#@ hag“piedesed ‘%

ople who

: s £l If the church as an
organlzatlon d.edicated to God is to survive it will
do so only because of the love, generosity, energy
and time which its members devote to it. As=eus—
turnover chart "Spiritusl Life for Methodist Christ-
ians" putg it, "No minister or professional worker,
however talented or skillful, can adequately lead
the church. It depends on the time and talents of
its loymen,"

) & stotement Mihat for yesrs I heve used

my calling cardh We' Spenfing most of our time here
«ga\saying the church is of God, but what do we mean

when we say it "will be preserfed to the end of time?"

B -san thin}' reserved human bodies,\shwn
-M‘pmmbalmed or mummified. are things of the past,
heving no life, and valuable only to a few students of
v curious things. We hope that is nob what is meant
whe&kbv%é\:}v the church shall be Preserveds ~=or Qe want
bit more vital Helifs.
£n rS

b. mew "preseve" sometimes is?::'a noun, whes
o w &’V

thinx of such proéucts as strawberry preservs
Here we think of a pleasant-tasting nixtureM xﬁ%almm
raguely g'iv the taste of +4%e good fresh, ripe
fruit, but™ ]‘vnsp bit too sweig for most folks
to use by h;self, so that it eaten on
bread or in pastiiew. It isn't a bad idea to keep

I Corinthians 1:3=
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+ * the church 65’& place and group which leaves a

pleasant fast ut we hope it tastes more like
the real m_ﬁ‘%:ﬁg% most fruit preserves.
We hope,=ban, that s Mo swe that people
guickly get enougha, or.padihax. t00 much,. of it. We
trust it is an institution which does.anot have 40
mix with other things to be acceptable to most
tastes, yet which does usually mig&&%other things
and mekes them more tasty, like preserves improve
the bread on which vou spread it.

¢. The church will be preserved not as a static,
unchanging, always—the-same organizationk but as
an organization s2lways with the same goals.

Remember: The church is of God and will be preserved

to the end of time for the promotion of his worship
and the due adminisTration of his ordinances, the
maintainence of Christian fellowship and discipline,
the edification of believers, and the conversion of
the world.

Txtuxumk For these things the church exists.
It is not a dinner or supper club, tho meals are
means of fellowship, It _ji=s not a social organi-
-ation, tho good use of ime is surely a func-
\M@ the church ip which id should help people.

’[Hﬁ MARANTL is not a profit-meking institution, tho wise

I Corinthians 1:1-3.

use of itp PRS 8 ble it to do its task more
thoroly.‘"@h e place of God, religious first
and last in 2ll of its act éﬁs and phases, with
~$0888 @ther things-oﬂréﬁ@ e frosting upon

the cakeMwhich is God's will and word for our lives,
so to spesak. -

- &, If we keep this truth in mind, that the church
exigts and must be kept by us for the high purposes
pentioned in our or ea_reception of members, it

will be presg@gi : ae—oy—ue—end for
us and for follow us.

Conclusion:

1, The Bible shows the church t0 be an instrument
and institution of God.
~ 2. History and the present day demonstrate this to
be still true, that the church indeed is of God.






- B. God leaves it to the members of His Church
to use the church =nd to keep it, to "Dreserveikt
it to the end of time."
\Mith they hymn writer we can and must conclude:

2 S ———
tg THE CHURCH'S ONE FOUNDATION
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