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T'.aeme : The Church of God. 

ronosi t i on : The chm·ch is o:: God. 

Scrintu~e : I . Corinthians 1 :1- J . 

~ext : I :)orin thia.11s 1 :2 •... 11 ~o the church of God 
which is at Corinth, to those sm'.lctified in Christ 
Jesus , celled to be sriints together with all those 
who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, both thei r Lorcl und ours ; 11 (RSV) 

Date rri tten : June 19, 1958. 

Dates and Ple ces ?re"'ched: 
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·rntroduction: 
- 1. .As a sort of preface or prologue in the order 
·of the ser~ice for receiving members by p~ofession 
of faith in.tc the membership of The ... ethodist Church, 
the minister ree..ds this statement: 11 The church is 
of God and will be preserved to the end of time, for 
the promati~n of his worship and the due 3d.ministrE
tion of his ordina.nces, the maintainence of Christia~ 
fellowship a.nd discipline, the edif icationa of 
believer~, ~nd the conversion of the world. 11 

l)~ '-1,~'4, ~.l":L1 ~VE JJ1 H \$ ~ 
2* Attention -here is focused 011 the first part of 

thB statement, the words 11 the church is of Gocl. 11 

Is it really; ~r is it just a..11other human organizatio~ 
.J:.:uso/i?l ,p~ not especially diff er~:q.t c&r L~sn&e · ly f 

~!'ti ·iiv n5d 1 s7fl4!0~ tfliturallyf,~ 'the miu_ \) 
believe, 0 :- JQQgt of i:!'"l as.; that 1the 1~1 really is 
God 1 s special ins ti tu ti on, truly 11o~ 11 Tow..a,~-
a be r understanding of this clai ~ t 
ion toda ---------

3. We speak, of course, not of just Th.e Methodist 
Church, but of all churches that ~trive. roo meet th~ 
twC\~A~ ~~ o .. ~g~ quotation. We speak no~vcff ... 1' d.~non''i~ .tion, 1:Ji.i i; ~1 11 the church. 11 

I. Scrinture rp,ferences to the church no int it oi~t 
as being of God. 

1. Matthew 16:13-20 gives the most-quoted nnd L 

most-argued-about quotation in the Bible of those ~*~ 
which refer to the church. ijfl.10 W91?'1.s w:e choOsfiJlel:~ 
~..ti:t:ute;oo our thi~~h'o..., _ · dicote, 
c-.i:~~3-~h!A:-...=Pr.otes:t ~nt l crpre a ±on. These wbrds 
read, 11 Simo~ Peter replied, 1You a:ce the CTnrist, the 
Son of the Livir..g Go~&' .6in.d Jesus answered him •..•• 
'and on this rock I will build my ci:tITch. 111 

The faith ·.at Jess ·s 11 the Christ, the son of the 
1 i vir..g Goel;, " t ~ he 
come to ~ irfm h" s 
t e church:~ ~'!hrs ~' · , is the clear mean_ng 
o· t ese \~or4, ~kt:P •J(.tent .of Jesus in speaking 
them. N~~ ·])~~ pe~~:r<S-'Minister, is necessary 
to the christi~ ::'ai th, no r.m.tteT how helpful he may 
be. Here in this quotation Christ Himself is ei~ ~~~ ~ 
as the one 1ho instituted and founded the chu.rch,hco~-
posed ·of those Hho believe Ee is the Christ. ·· \ 





. 2~ Acts 8 tells us Ila great persecution arose J 
• ugainst the church in Jerus.?lem, a.nd they were all ~ 

C"I • • scatte~ tg~o:qe-·oolll.~-\~ ~'f.F'~l/tcPLl°£-~~ an'\ _§~ax .. :\\~· 11 

a~'-~ •V\fHis ~erY~c!Rt'ecr~:l?iJ~~re~ ~a!\?;r 'tlJi'd. 
- I,,)?\ arger .....-r'e-¢ read, 11 Now those who were scattered 

1.-1ent about preaching the word. Phillip went down to 
a city of Samaria, ~.nd proclaimed to them the Christ. 
And the multitude with one accoro. '9ave heed to what 
was said by Phillip. 11 (RSV). Obviously, these early 
prec-;.chers believed God was with ~em and ,1-\lltt~ church 
was of Goel. History seems to ~aie .... te~vbelief. \J~ 

3. One final reference\!\·o Scripture point{ out~ 
again the obvious fact th~ the New Testament is a 
testimony to the belief that the Church ~the body of 
fll1x·iu belieWC5 in Christ -- is of God. Here we 
q_uote Paul. the ve-py. man ~Q -0 f ~1~ esi.~e~;io;w;.med 

YWC> becoming a Christian was r"'Saul• ~is recorde 
in Acts a,s the one who pe,3'§,ecutecl, sc~ ttered and 
arrested the Christians. .lr<htltk up~1h 1 the~.fl-Jltho1 .. ty ~ 
.;he Jewish l.ePd.ors · as ha did so.. Aft~.fl"'tffi:,,~ sq n 

~ii~AMeu~nel ~t ~ .1.:io~t \t~el s~~71ii.Fffectiyf mi~sJ~ 
_ l ~ries ~.l ,ian ln~ ornl. ~~I\ i'l:T 

();a'\ Scripture :L-0 t~e s~e~o-rrti{8 ~~ for toda~r~ · '• 
-~gsdi-gP'=.,.,~a from ,,•hi~h \fe i;ec?~ .:w ~\)I CorinthiBns 

\ ',\-¢)begins with words which ~P.l l: i:-UIIlI:la.rize~the a.tti tude 
of Paul ans thQ w'rele.J}Isw ,ijl?li~liiiiaiilit-toward the church. 
We read, 11 Paul, called_ by the will of God to be a."ll. 

&postle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 
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to the cl:.urch of ii:txu±xiio.xx God which is at Corinth, 
to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints together with all tho'se who in every nlace call 
on the name of our Lord J~sus Christ, 11 ••• 

~ ~fl>' ,· -l9 
4. There is no doubt about.it, ~ the ~ev._,_IJ&gjament 

the church is God's. Ha.s it~ continuedr()~ 
rake·-a:'~ri.:-~~-:tcYm~~t..4~~~~~+' .hi.@ tet'Y--t-0--.:~-

_..,,_.tbe ehcrrdh o~ ou1~~;.... 

indicc tes ~hat it~~~ God. 

~~~~~~~:ff~~~i.tr-
~~~~~~~;'fliat there re man.v regrettable 

incidents i~ the history the church. 





~A\~~ c..,"' 
h . t ' ~ . a . In t e ver ~ e · r lies a.~s/\t.-.m~-""!: .... ~-~--b..!"~~;;.,..;:;.t:..e~i.t.1 

.::r • W:, ma~ der -'~~1.i.· ~ Hi '.L ~~J;-v ...-... ~ ..... 
'1'"\'S ...... "'"""l.i~w.i..i.J..J,,;,,l..i....1~~ ~nened among many .of the church' s 

members tbro e CP.nturies• i9 P8g!l.8e~~JJ:3 . 

b . A te:acr'ency to g3in wealth and ~"~"''IL:" 
authority at the expense of serving peoplel..[Ull.dlher 
EllJ!tstratP.~ thA way the church can get f 
mission. Positions of nrominence.~ ch~rches of 
wealth in very poor communities, the receiving of 
tax money for supuort of a favored church, the 
denial of voting and educational rights to those 
not. of the particula.r ~hurc~'~"Pifil.~~3~m~P\_ 
A2JtiJbi1 r4P ie!:~'.., S,~~~'ill~'el~~,\~') 

~church show~ very ungodly tendencies. -
c . Tn~ nersec't!ltion in the nnme of C:..rist of those 

who ~tS believe as the church dictate i!\ian ~r 
ba.d page in~!i~ cpurch's.history boo • - a~'hlro Ta-:"' 
J o~ ,H~ s 'Ur..~ ~"'f . (;; \f, $ft ' \N 
~'~¥1.~a:r~g "to nophlar ~persti tion , lilce the 

·Puritans did when in Salem they killed "witches , " 
demonstrate~ weaknesses the church has been known 
to have. N ~otv'1 \-s o " a; 

. e:..\'-4agf,t;~.u .. ~.r~~~,d, ~ ~~r9axi:ag ef "11J.fJ09l":.i.~ 
w1 th~A l ~e ~~b .... ~dnu t0 ~~,~~~r-ii~a-&"6-(;~ 

-iJ:.. pnn;ios·.,_,1 y • . Thfs ~is _,a weakness . 
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reasonable and most- used concept 0£ the c~1urch, 
v11·i tten i about the 4th century .a.d.. i~ it>-j;he 
11 City of God." is depicted as bein.o' composed of 6~ 
Aho!:\~ :who ar - en ; n the church, -....,., ot 

11'-''fh in the city of d, r in t.he 
tr~ church. The ci~y of G~d · co scd of all 
who have a incore faith in ~ ~o 

.L' _ .:. ., F:viour and wh~ sJek to I· ve as G rist 
w·ould hav \ .n: fo1.k are p rt of the visible 
city of God, the church • th~ visible, earthly 
church there and wrongdoers . 

the 

.,.J;J,£,. all cbristians, whereYer they are, b."nd ~ h never 
they l ' ved. The Roman Catholic church claims 
Augustine~ true city of God to be that church, 
and claims Au!!ll.s tine as one of its own . He was in -Rome and of the church there , but the Roman church 
with its theory o: P~ infallible pope did not exist 

at thP.t time• Roma~ Cft lie cluim 
y~.-bo t true his toric;)lly ~r • 

-~~~eJ..s=as~· n;i :: ' '!"l:'D Lion o f-ttte cb.lg:ch 
d.. t• · ti.ans 

histor~cal illustrat~n:il that the 
is of God 

~~~~t:J.'J~~i.a-..we n~ · • ;b-soci:iee 
7fo1 on ill st • · turn ·

0
- to .Americ,~ history. 

1.Ve think of Ji.:arcus l'1bi trnan and his wife Narciss-:i , 
1ho \1'ere commissioned about 1836 by the Presbyterian 
church as missionPries to the Indi~ns of the Oregon 
territory . They went ove.1.-land to the wes ..., 
Na.rcissa 3nd the other 1:1ot1an-missionary of the 
party,'b>Mrs . Spalding, are said to be the i 
white women to hPve crossed th onl ne hii~t~~ 
o~ Befriending th Indians, 
them of Christ, etteuoting to learn their language 
and to reduce it to wri•ine: ruJ.d i n it to produce 
the :Bible , wnre routine -parts of their work c=i.t the 
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mission they:!Wounded on the banks of the Walla-Walla. 
· SB.d.ness came when their little 2-year-old girl, their 

only child, during a service of worship for the 
Indians wandered off and drmmed in the river. At 

tha.t tiL1e botb Greet Britain and the Lni ted Ste.tes 
were under pressures to annex the area. 1-iarcus 
Whitma..~ beceme concerned over the tactics of the 
]ri ti sh Hudson Bay Com .any to assure ::Sri tish control, 
for he saw in the persons and work of the Roman 
Catholic -pries~ who were with the company a very 
serious threat to religious freedom, to his own 
work, and to :pclitical freedom. Firmly convinced 
the t it was ~k"'li~ best politically w=e- 11~ces5e5 

~ religiously for Oregon to become p~rt of the United 
StP,tes, ....aP4 ~Gf Brj ti sh Qwpea ea~ he ma.de 
more than one trip on horseoack across the continent 
to Washington, even in the de.ad of wirrler, to convince 
congregsman to bring his adapted area into the Union • . 
W@-1\!BM. ti'!~W. ~ was s~~:a~sfulT in this . He, his 
wife Na.rcissa, and a}~t '~e settlement were 
massacred oy the Indians not many years after this . 
Tb.ere is some indication, tho no proof, that the 

. Indians ·were incited to these ~-rders by those 
who were thwarted in their effots to ~et the terri
tory for :Britain. We co11ld cite ca.se after case 
from history of missionaries who gave their lives in 

•• thQJ.i; efforts to meke their faith applicable to 
ai.dJ At,ef.¥.l--e.£....life thel{l_selvP.s and among t.£tose they 
sought to reach. We can M-=er..sp·fely"" .. ih:'"'.t no 
other 01•ganization tba.n the church, Dm\i no other 

~ religion than christianjty, has so rich, nwnerous 
and effective incidentst_ ~c>ther faiths do have 
fine missionarie~ ~ 

c • .m;n1l~ ~istor~'Illaicat th'lt the Church is 
of God • 

III . Present-d~y ,exPerienqe indicates that t~e churcn 
still is of God . 

~ ~d 
1 . This is a day or Gen~i:n:.i+ fear~ atomic deton-

ation ~ might wipe out~~eo 1le . This is an age of 
s11eaJ: tensions H:~m 2mGQJZj~:·~iiQ:trf of ~sorts. This 
is a time of growi!J.g urbanization, wi t~1 the bu.Th: or 
the peo~le living in the impersonal environment of 
t.b.:;.. great ci t\Q.~' 
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2 ~s aIS~a 
and attend e-e-, both 

C::be_c.hu.:.l:.c . eo le are seo:rching 
for S()r.Jething tr. a:n~:::-w,,..r t~'leir questions , sooth their 
fears and give them certainties by which to live. 
To these people, to you, the church speaks of a God 
1·rho :.s none other than the universal, 'li.nim~inabl , ~ 
intelligent and good creator o ~ e universe ,~~ 
interested in each individualt ne church S~{S • 

God wan ts t bA approached directl._, "by you, in yat.' 
own words ·• the things that concern you. _ call~ 
tu:s approach prayer. B.eee:tt!C Qed ,i_q -&O tttri11ie~~ 

~t-p)e ci°'-8t....~ _ · , no ild out that * hu.mill 
figure fJ. 1'iTJh st.W;f- was actually God- in- flesh , ...nQ-t 

""1~t.B:~ts l:tthl biit1£1i himself~ demons tra~ the bes tfo arG 

' ich ~an striv~~ t~~nli£18o. I'cr1sij];uu.~ , he church 
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says ~~ ~od-man lo~ p&i'islment a.n0_ a brutal death, 
ou-tl_~~'e ~ram that death into a life immortal. ~ 
t~ symbolise that Q~ ~ot have to be 
nur..ishe for -a\ts~s ... ,. .:. ~Rave eter!lal life . 
The church sa;rs1~~~/orgi ves when 'lu0 truly repen 
of. sin and turn tof\'n.ew life patterned on Christ 1 s 
life and' teachings• ~ ±ktxxtalud:xl; ihe person who 
dies fter receiving i;111s new life will h:'.ive til:i .. ~!i'f'rll~ 
(YU± a+' Gcr'1...e tPrnal lif P. in God ' s p1·esence, in .1.1eaven. 
The cr.urch "'1oin t ~J1t , ..C9a· 
e;j . .rsi.1 ;Rot:tie:rn•• · ~ ive. ·The chur~h 
-orovideC!.......,.fio>llowshiJl., ~~""'Uction, worsh1-r:> ~nd ,'lc-
tivi ties ,.c.tJJjp whi c11>0tiMe~·~~ eler of ~n (}od may go 

.further P.nd f~ther"'AIQ unders t::mdin~ and a:gplic&9 
tion of his faith., l':lna the certainties , comfort 
and guidance · neP.d • 

I 

!1' !ttefi !::1'I er tJADi :i;ptj oaa is pg t of t1Ad.-ffolm ~ 
it is Go~~ ... church, .-ljoiliiWiJl;ili. toda,y . For this reason, 

.-.~4w:I~ chieflyJ because it is popul~r ai.'1d respectaole' 
ne op 1 e _ _ turn · to the church. 

3. 
Truly 

IV. God leaves to church members the determination 
of whether or not the church wil1 continue to be of GQQ. 

and it wilJ. ---
1 . It is a prime article of Methodist teaching 

and belief that God fo11 ces no <bne to be good, ~ 
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2 . If God 

We be-

ctions t~~~ 
will n t force 

be 

ople \·rho ~~~~~ 

~~r1f~i'tl'rtrt~~~~ll:~~~~i.t.!1, Ii the church as an 
organiz tion dedicated to God is to survi-iJ"e it will 
do so o~ly because of love , generosity, energy 
ancl time which its memb""rs devote to it. 
turnover chart 11 S-oiri tu. 1 Life fo:: Methodist Ch1·ist
i .::ms 11 pu.... it , 11 No mini ster or nrofessional \mrker , 
hovever talen tect or skillful , can adequatel lead 
the church. I t depends on the time and talents of 
its lmraen. 11 

a . ~ O c ~ think: o~"', .,..eserved human bodies, 
mbalmed or murpmified~~11clli, are thin~s of the past, 

h· vlng no life, cind vlluable only to a few students of 
curious things . We hope th· t is not what is me t -whe f\.V th church shall be :preserved;; ... +'or e want 

oe a bit more vital .i.. Jj~ . 

c.t~ AS 
b . The is a nOUJ."1, wixe::_-

a.JmJ i ei .... & ,, ' ;Llree:11j nr,,-,: ' 4;. ~ ii 

thinlr of such products as strawberry preserv~\3 ·~ 
Here we think of a pleasant- tasting mixture~~~Metime~ 

d'OguQJ..y ~iv." the taste of , good fresh , ripe 
:fruit, but~u ufilly~~a bit too swe for most folks 
to use by I tself , so that it e'ten on 
bre-ad or in pas t ri:elT. It i sn 1 t a bad idec to keep 
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, " tile church · a place ~nd c;roup whicp. leaves a 

pleasant tif.·~Jft_, but we hope it tas tas more like 
the rPe.1 ~fte~ .;i::1 "~±:~ thM most fruit nreserves, 
We houe - ta a. that U 1 s 'ri.o •J $b sweet that people 
gu.ickly get enoug~or 1'!.Qt&ie:r., too much of it. We 
trust it is an instibution which does uot have to 
mix with other thingR to be accentable to most 
tPstes, yet which does usually Dix..JQ.Sh'T'other tnin~s 
end makes them more tasty, like ~pr~serves improve 
the bread on which you s-pread it. 

c. The church will be preserved not as a static. 
unchAnging, alwe~s-the-same organization~ but as 
an organiz~tion ~lways with the same goals. 

Remember: The churcl1 is of God and will be Pl"OSP,rved 

to the end of time for the promotion of hi~ worship 
and the due Hdmini~tr;tion of' his ordinances, the 
maintainence of Christian felluwship and disciplirP, 
the edification of believ.ers, and the conversion of 
the world . 
f:.t~ For th~se things the church exists. 

It is not a dinner or supper club, tho meals are 
means of fellowship . It . i~ not a social organi-
ati~n tho good USP of ~~ttime is surely~ fu.nc-

t ..t the church i.,!.). 11r.bi,.oh i.¥ should help -oeo::>le . 
~ is not a profi t - makiYlg institution, tho \·vise 
use of its.{iel-l\~,~ett-~bJ~ it to do its task more 
thoro1y .-1~fls"'t'He nlace of God, religious first 
and last in all of its act ' i ~es And phases. ~ 

-...;.he-.a (9tl1er things-9tt1~ ~he frosting upon 
the cake"which is God's will and word for our lives, 
so to sueRk • 

d, If we keep th.is truth in mind, that the church 
exists e.nd must be kept by us for the high purposes 
mentioned i' o?ctt~ &..co reception of member~, it 
will be nres ~~10 RrHi of. tJ.m&. .. liiV us for 
us and for .follow us. 

Conclusion ; 
1. fte :Bible shows the church to be an instrument 

end institution of God. 
2 .. Histor:J a.nd the present day demonstrate this to 

be still true, thHt the church i:ideed is of (}od. 
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~ g. God leaves it to the members of His Church 

1-i 

to use the church and to keep it, to 11 presenei:t 
it to t.he P-nd of i;ime . 11 

--.4?.-1°'iith they hymn writer we can and must conclude : 

--- ' 
THE CHURCH' S Ol:E FOUNDATIOi\f 




