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I ntroduc ti on: 

1. On the chapel of Williams 
College in Massachussetts is a 
signff~camt inscription, part of 
which reads: "an educ a ti on in which 
the religious nature is ignored 
cannot produce the noblest type of 
man. 

"We here record in imperishable 
stone our unalterable conviction 
--that the highest education must 
always be carrEed on in the light 
and warmth of those great ~~ruths 
which make our holy religion imrnor' 
tal." 
{MacaE_!9~_2. Illustration~, p. 57) 

2 . We endorse this ttatement 
fully, and believe that on Metho
dist Student Day or Christian 
Education Sunday, or any other time 
when we are looking at any relation 
ship of the squrch with education, 

~it is well that we look at some of 
the goals of the church as it works 
in the educational field. In edu
c a ti on, the church should be, we 
thin~,interested primarily lin 
what is rightly called "reli aious 
e duca ti on" 

3. We believe that relrgious 
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teaching must begin much earlier 
than college age, just as college 
education mutt be preceded by 
the simple lessons of pre-kinder
garten and carried on from that 
start for a lif ewime • 

4. We believe in the deomcratic 
public schools such as we have in 
our country. We would not have nor 
want a system whereby our church an1 
every other denomination educates 
its own children in the mechanics 
of zB~xMRlOElmXJUdiBK:SXXXX reading. 
writjng and arithmetic. We believe 
that a system of church schools, 
such as run often by our Catholic, 
Lutheran or Seventh-DRv Adventist 
friends, tends to divide our ~emoc
racy and set religious group agamns· 
religious group. 

5. Wp rPa1;7p that only broad 
moral principles on which all the 
XR"Xx:ni major religions of our coun
try aqree can be tauaht )n ou 
schools, such as injunctions agains1 
stealing, cheating, violence and 
racial prejudice; or positive 
teachings for tolerance cooperatior 
clean living. honesty, good sports
rnanshi n. 
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6. Since the state, the nublic 
schools.canoot (ann shnnln nnt) 
nn much religious educating, we 
be 1 ieve that the churches must do 
SO• Thp,, m11~t nrnvi rtp thp nhn, o
sonhi c and religious reasons for 
the generally-accepaed moral princ-
inles of the cullbure. Thpv churchp 

mnc:;t n.,..nvi rtp the nnrlpr~tanr!i ri n r:\T'lrl" 

• 
the motivation for good 1 ives; for 
goon 1 i ves that soring from a throu 
and ~hrough conviction t~at good 
living is the right way; good 
lives which people choose not 
because they have to but because 
they love Gnn. 

7 Thp churches hnuP n:.1 rtti vel v 
• 1itt1p timP in nirect cnntact 

wi 1-h neo;f:)a>p T1rhn cnmnnsP thPi r 
+Pnchinn resnonsibility. ~vn or 
1-h-rpp hours a week at thp most. 
counting Sunnav Schnnl . church . 

• ,,nnth ornnns rt.nrl all 1-hp rPst . is 
thP time available to the churches. 

A hi n nnPsti nn +onav i ~ hnt•T can 
the churches make the best use of 
their time with oeople so ~o do e an effective job with just two or 
three hours a week? 

a We would say that the 1mnor-





• tM.nt t:hi no is that yhe chu:Bc hes 
know their goals . Meth()n$ lBC: 1ncl 
goals are usually so mixed thl:\t 
it is h rd to tell a method vrom 

a ooal . Far instanc~. ~ traVP 1 er 
• ta SeM t- 1 P mr\v have th;:\ t ci ~v as 

his goa , but the person may enjoy 
the ~ea tiful scenery en r~ute as 
much or lDllfmt more thqn 1the des
tinat n. Likewise a m~thod i e 

• rel:i gi us eciucation may tje almost 
as sal1 fy:ng as the goa1. Sti11 , 

me h;:\r. ~Si- thi n\o of t-hp (11') 1 s of 
·· rel i <Ji ou~ e ducation , evcpn t ough 
at the sa~e tim~ we ma~ ofte~ be 
tal kin,g./about ~ 

. 9 . ~'.',. -t=~\ c,.,d~~hi ;ms) 
1 tr· ?f., n, ~'PS a O<"'on Scrin-tura1 nut -
1 ine nr ()111'" ooal S in Chri ~·H ;:ni o.,... 
chnrrh pnuc~-tion. 

l · - J'o C re.a ±P- in thQ ~ nnJ.v.i '4ua.1_. 
.a sense or neones t tiraj-i.t 11ne~~ 

love toT•rar.d_9o_0 i.s one of tb.e__ 
Of"\a 1 s of C.hri sti an edu c a ti an . 

/ 1 . Naturrt11v, a ree1ina or 
• nrt=\ti tune ann 1 nve towarrl Gan can 

ht=\nnen in ~ nerst")n nn1v if he is 
::\ w~re or Gori' s nresence . So our 
goal becomes also to bring about 
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in nprsnns an awareness of. ~rl 
hpi nn nP;\ r thP,m. 

:.\. - T'hp stnrlpnt" ryr" ir:lrnP. 

TY'l"'i urttP1" pnrlnweti nni vPr~;/ v such 
~s DnkP rew or st<\n fl')rry nrnhah, 'Q 

h~vP 1itt1 fpplina <'\hnnf thP nprs
f')n whn o;:iv or willpn thp -Funds 
that made ssible th/ school. 
I-F :.\tiv fppl ~no of rP- nPCt nr nrr\.
ti +n+rlp c:>xi s .s to•1r rrl thp school's 
founder or d nor it comes about 
only after th student is made 
aware of the ~an's life . and of 
his rnotive;/in making possible 
the scho 

in 

• 
Pnm:: 
nl'3~ 

Bml~p,,,,; st?. 
tion . wP, mu . t 
nf Gnrl . ; f lJ! 

cr~atp an rtWarP

PxnPc t n. ~PnSP 

anti 1ouP -F0r H;m tn "' -F nr ;:\ + i t fl rl P 

" I n "ll r f- P,X t f r '"'M P ;H l 1 ' s 

F; r~+ , P++t>r +n f-'hp ~hurc'h anrl 

c, .... ,..;~+ians at Corinth , p~ll, ~rtV~ 
" ' -

Tl]npn Ut"'\11 (:t"HTIP tOOP.thpr . P;\~'h f"\MP 

h h " • r\S a vmn. 

a. A CrPatnr nr mri+Pr f')f 

'h",.,,mns rthnttt Gnn ann C'h,...; s+ us11a11 v 

rlnps haup ;:\ s+rnna ~Pnsp nf f;hp 
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b . thi nv . ; n +i-.; S'R 

rp~n C+ . nr nrp + hymn uri+PrS . 
i;~n Ci-.rtr,Ps W s~ev whn ~~n+e over 

n. t;'1() hvmn s . h nrlrens nf which a rP 
sti11 suna he e 150 ypars later. 
A, "'r\V~ n..: f\ n eti c anrl mnsi c rH s

n n5:;-i +inn 'hi tf\1 ents lAfPre +urnPn 
. rn·imrtril,, 1-n f-np nraisinn "'-F C°hrl 

a~+Pr ha h~rt~ a orPat P.XDPriPnCP nr 
1-hp nrPsc::>nc f Chrl wi +hi n fimm. 

c. ann9 Crnshv. the hlin~ 
hvMn wri tr>/: Isaac Watts . rt.nn 

mt-1nv nf-hp wri te"l:;"s o F hvrnns we 1 ave 
hnrl s; Mi l rt.r fee 1 i.\ngs of Chn, s 

nPr\rnPSS nnwPr. a rl lnvp rtS es +11rli PS /()f thpi '!'.." 1 i ves show. 

n Nn+ nnl ,, rlnr>s +he c rPt=\lf:>nr 

<"' ~ :1 hvr111 hM. up -this sPnSP nf Chn 's 

lop~ . 'hn+ 11Shal1v l,p T•rhn 5inn5 

f-hp l-.vmn ;n,,fu11,, nr snrrnmrqllv 
"M "th ;:\ fppl i '1"!0 n-f i-l,p 1"lnf"\n an~ 
moC\ninn n-F "thp hvnn , alsn ,s awarp 
n-f7 Chn 'S n rP5pnce • • ~. W; th this a11P11unrl_i n 
~inn . HTP rinrl that PC\1Jl 's wnrrls 
II If 

pa~i-. h"~ a 'himm snnnP~+ +hat a 
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.nrimr\rV 9na1 of Chris+irtn pr'lncatinn 
is +n + ,..,, tn c rPa +P. an awa rPnPSS of 
Gon ; n Chri s+J so th<'\t npnnl P have 
a SPnsP of oratiturie towarri %-rt. 

/fhp sinoino of hvmn!=i is nnP np
vi~p +n hT"fna ahout snch fln aware
nPss. -

1. Tnprp ai-e othp,.. rtpvicps t~rhic-
• WP rnav alllfn USP. to crP~i-e an aware

l1PSS) n monn. OnP sn~h is i11us
trntPrl hv a humorous stnrv. 

a. A tourist was Pninvina 
+hp wnnnprs of Cai i fl"'\rni a as thPv 

WPrP heino nointeri out tn him hv
fl native. "What hPautifu1 oraT1P
fnit." hp sairi . as thPv nn.sspn 

• 1:hrn110"' a arnve of citrus trePs. 
"Oh . thosP ~~mon ti-ec:»s a.rf> a 

hit small owino tn a cnmnl'ri:tivP~ 

ha~ sPason . 
11 

exn 1 ai nP.rt thp Ca 1 i mo!"
n i an. 

• " W'hat arp those Pnormous hl nsx~ 
~n"'s? " m1Psti onert thp tnuri st a 
littlp hit fartheT on . 

llJ • II nsf' a na+ch of rlanrlp1 1nns. B 

• 
~nsl~rprprl thp qni rie. -

Preenstlv thev rPachprt the Sa
Crr\mPnto R;vPr. "Ah . " S;:\in thP 
+r'lnrist hr:1vina le>arnprt thP lpsson 
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h. We rnnu1ri l'"PCOMT"!Pnn mr"'jrf' 
accnr:lcv in nnr meth0ris. hnt at 
, Past. the- rnoorl was crpatPrl ann the 
1-nnris+ cnnspauentlv was in~nir~n 

• h.,, ; t. 

~. Wi+h oaon we-tharts in 
Chri c:;ti an Ennca -ti on t•rr=- can 
crPa1-P an aluarenPSS r"'jT G",;i ann a 
1 nup T'nr Hirn t•n -thin nP<'\n 1 p. 

f II. A spcnnrt aoa1 of Chrjstian__ 
education is .:t.o imnart 'knnw1prlt'fe 

9 about tlie T,.; ni tv (Ff ather San anrt 
Hai ir Ghost) about the church ann 
about .nrac+ica1 chri st:ian , j 1dnn. 

which 

Know1e~aP in anv arPa 
is imnortant as a hasis 
ta form an oninion. 

b Ann+'her 
nnP-dno+e i~ about 
001 ~ tnnrn::\.rnAnt-. 

i 1, u s+rn 1-i ''P 
a home tfla 1 PT1 f" 

The 'f:nurnaMr.>n+ 
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e c;ecretaiy caught one of the entrants 
driving off about a foot in flon• of 
the t eei~ ma.jk. 

"Here!" he cried indignantly, 11you 

•
can't do that. You1re disqualified." 

11 Miat fo r7 11 d.8mand.ed the other. 
"'ffhy, you' re driving off in front 

of the mark. 11 

The pllcy"er looked at the secretary 
•with nity. 11 Go on hAck to thA club
nous9," he SP.id tersely. I •m nla;v-ing 

my third stroke. tt 
It does heln to have knowledge of 

what i s go 1 ng on! 

c. PauJ.' s words, "ea.oho.xx one 
has a hymn, a lesson, 11 suggests the 
neoessi t'r to impai+ knowledge of 

9'hri stian principles. 

2. The word "lesson" is one 
Which brings to our minds several nic
tures. 

• 

a. We may think of a tef'cher 
before a class, teaching a lesson, 
telling the pupi~ t mths that are 
new to them. The 1 esson may deal 
with phonetics or spelling, chem~ 

istcy or Frehch, how to win friends 
and influence people, the skill of 
archi t ACture, the coordination of f 
flying a fa.st nlane, etc.. The 
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lesson den ends on the age or mental 
1 evel of the individuals in the 
class, or upon their particular in
terests or abilities. 

e b. Gradual l~arntng 1 s the pro
Cf399 which'1o st of us have to use: 
leAr!ling a little at a time; not 
getting a whole body of knowledge X?il 
about a particular subject all at 
one time. 

c ·. It 1 s assumed that the 
t ~<\cher knows mo re about his subject 
than the RVP.rBge student 't.tlom he 
tP.E1ches. The teacher mq get the 
knowledge replenished just before 
he presents it to the class, but it 
is somethine which is still worth.Q 
Miil e to eive • 

• 3. Sim•la.rly, the church mugt ~ve 
1 es sons, and t ,.,.,ch classes. 

a. It teaches about God and 
Chrl st, about the Chm sti an view
point and underc::t3Ilding of the life 
aftAr death. gbout the need for and 

• place for the church in life, ?bout 
its own denominational peculliari
ties and edvantages . 

b . To do this, we have Sunday 
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~ 
hool s, educ ~tionaJ.-type serrnons, sp&-

ciaJ. youth ~eesion~ and fellowships, 
weekday nursery schools and k1'1ld.er
gart ens in SOI'le places, children 1 s 
da.y camps, youth and adult camps, 
conferences and aseemblies, and oth 
functions for the imp nrtine; of 
lesson~ and knowledge • 

.iiII. h d f d ::i 

I 

~9 to US§ method~ which themselves are 
int P.restirur and attractive; and yet• 
ns much P.s uo ssi ble, which are di stinc-
ti vely characteristic of the Christian 
church. 

1. In our text, the words ~a reve
la.tion, a. toneue, or &a interpretation" 

uge;est methods of Ch r1 qtian educ &.tion. 

2. 11 Reve1Rtion11 , in the Christian 
sense, i ~ thA recention of c::ome pal'
ticl uar truth or insight by an indivi-

9uai from Go6 or his universe. 

a. A person with a revelation• I 
usually feels impelled to tell other. 
peo"91e about it. The women at the 
tomb of Jesus, realizing that theone 
they thought was the gardener was 
really their risen Lord, rushed to 

.--~-
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tell this reveletio n to the di sci
ples. John Wesley, having h ad his 
1'hearl-warming11 experience of God, 
felt compelled to shar~ his rev&
lation with tl'lousands. A.1.bert Ein
stein and iher scientists, having 
~und at th. share it with the 
world. 

b. So it is with the insights 
or revelations of the Chri~tian 
about God's nature, or the place 
of the church -- these should al so 
be shared with other peonle. with 
the world. The church is a logical 
!>lace to do eouch she.ring, and it 
is Fl real form of Christi an eduoatio· 
wen this takes place. 

c. RevF=?lation is a legitimate 
and first-class tool, or method, of 
Gllmstian education. 

• J. A "tongue", in Paul's meenine of 
the word, is thP. ability through speech 
to impart the meani:ne; one wishes to 
impa?t so well that others understand 

'nd listen. 

I 
a. a. ~l used the tel9; a 
"tongue" not the unintelligible 
mixture sounds some as., ri r "e 
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s 11in th r Christianity. 
oreign lang-qages 

's day and in the 
ew, and among the 

ere being won to 
e understood by peoples 

" ............. e, or language, the 
ss or speake ft en 

needed an nt e ret er. This is the 
type of i t erore at ion of which 
Paul spe s in th Sccrrl>pture of 
todey. n our ag when a Japanese 
Ch rl sti wishes to speak 1t> us in 
his na: iv e tongue, e need an int e 1'

n ret e :t'i to tell us wh t he is saying. 
This 1g1th e sense of the word 0 tol'l,f-'Ue 11 

and /interpret at ion 11 in the New Tes
t819ent. 

b. In Christian Eiucation, the 
use of 11tongues" would I:l~AD.: the 
mini st er should be a. person who can 
clarify fkt! speech the great Chri stiaJ 
ideas and truths; the Sunday School 
teachers need to be people with the 
gift of speaking understandably to 
the age groups With which they are 
working. 

c. Certainly, a goal of Chrla
ti an e6ucat ion is to be understood. 
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e 4. "An int erpretation11 , in Paul's 
words, could mea.l!>'e.i. t~o-f: t.wo tb.ipgs: 

a. Tlie inJ-e!1>retation of a 
foreign tonpUe• which in our parti
cular situation is not too import ant 

• b. ThP. distinctive meaning that 
a person Fet s from a Bi bl P. passAge, 
a church teaching, or a happening. 

Full-time Bible scholars in col
leges and seminar! es are surely wo rtl 
the salarl es which society givew 
them, for their published books, pam. 
phlets, perlod.i 0 als and encyclopedia 
articles help u~ all understand bet
ter the truths of God as they are in 
the Bible and around us. 

Ministers spending hours in the 
study reading currPnt relieio us 
literature, new discoTeries about 
Bible tim13s, and general books, pre
paring sermons based on their convie. 
tio ns and rePni ~s. a.re surely propel 
int eI1>ret ers of Ch rl sti an truths. e Yet, the channels of the church 
should make use of anyone and any 
method to present ~ interpretation 
of Christian fact • 

• c. Ind.i vi dual Ch rl c;ti an int er
pretati on is a method of Ch rl ~ti an 
educ at ion: as you become able to 
interpr:?t for yourself, the goal 
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Co ncl uc:;ion: 
1. The ,,,o rds at thA end of our text 

are "Let all thi s be done for edifi-
ation!1 They ind cate Paul' g bel. iPf in 

using the methods we hRve indicated, and 
other methods too, to re"ch the goals wi 
have di scussei. A brief and accurate 

efinition of "edification" is 111nstru
ion and i rovement, 11 which are the 

esenti al s of eudcat ion. 

2. We have thought of three goals 
of Chri 9tian education: 

a. to create in the individual 
a sense of deepest gratitude and 
love toward r~d. 

b. to impart knowl e~P. . nbout the 
Trinity, about the Church, and Pbout 
practical Chri~tian living. 

c. to usem methods of Christian 
education \'lhich are of themselves 
int ere~tin.g and attractive. 

J• May our church h ve the partici
pation and help of e-:.ch of us in its 
ta!rk of Ch ri c-ti an educAtion! May each 

e of us participate where he is most 
in teTest d and best fitted in the 2ivill€! 
of Ch ri ti an education. If not associat-
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d: in the ~iving ei•nd¥, th ere is 
plenty of room and need for each of us 
in the recei viw sidel 

4. Paul put it nicely, aft er all, 
n our text, when l)1e wrote: 11 Mien you 

.come togetliar, eiach one has a hymn, a 
lesson, a revelation, a to?lf-'ue, or an 
interpretation. Let all thinf'.:s be 

91one for riakik edification." 

• 
• 
• 
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In education, the Church should;.~ 
be interested primarily in what is -1 
alled "religious education." 

This means that we teach about God 
and Jesus Christ. We try to help 
oung people and children beceome fa

miliar with the Bible because it is 
the chief source of knowledge about 
God and Christ. 

We are respou)-itle for helping 
people hold good moral principles, 
based on love of God as the motivation 
for living right. 

But we have so little ttme in d ' rect 
contact w~th peop1 e whom we should 
teach and help. If a chi d or youth 
omes to Sunday School, Church and 
n extra weekly meeting sue as the 

you h group, we still have only 3 
hours a week at most. With most people 
and chi dren not coming very regularly, 

nd to on y one of those functions, we 
may not get more than 25 hours a year 
trying to give reople the most impor
tant thing in their lives, or what 

hould be the most important thing. 

One reason we have Vacation Church 
School, or Bible School, is to get 
more time for these very things. 
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2 
V try~ to teach through Bible 
reading ; singing of songs which point 

o God and his love , care and plans; 
andicrafts which illustrate the way 

we can use our intelligence and skills 
to create useful and attractive items 
from many ordinary substances which 

od has given us ; games which show 
us that God loves for us to have fun , 
to enjoy the life he has given us , 
and which help us work and play to-
ether well . 

In these and the other channels of 
Christian education we are trying to 
achie~e certain goals . 

We are tryi.ng to create in the 
individual a sense of deep gratitude 
and love toward God . Hymn singing is 

ne very effective device to bring 
this about . 

We are trying to educate a bit 
about the nature of God, about the 
concept of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
about the Church as a channel for the 
work of the one God, and about each 
Christian life as a way to bring God 
· nto the world in everyday living . 
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The best teaching, obviously, must 
e interesting and attractive. That 
:xplains the various "gimmicks" and 

methods which are quite interesting. 

We try to talk in langua~e which 
eople can unders~and at their own 

age levels and interests. A criticism 
we have this year from our teachers 
is that our Methodist literature is 

..rritten a bit over the heads, above 
~he understanding, of the age children 

for which it is designed. We shall see 
that this comment is ~ased on to 
those who create the literature, becaus~ 
it is important that people understand 
what you're tryiqs to say -- ko matter 
what you're trying to say. 

• In the Scripture that I read 
earlier, I Corinthians 14:26-33, the 
Apostle Paul put what we do nicely, 
"1hen he said, "When you come together, 
each one has a hymn, a lesson, a 
evelation, a tongue, or an interpre

tation. Let all things be done for 
edi:ftication." 

~ Which is to say, let's~ keep trying 
~o work together to provide good, 

interesting, effective Christian 
education, for our children, and for 
ourse 1 ves-. 
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