
lark, the Hcr1ld Ange ls ing 

T''1is ·hyrm ·ms wri tt-,en by Cliarl es 
ie~ley (l J '-1 3)brother of Jo1n. 
Charles ·1 . otc 1bout 6500 singable 
poems, "'lany of ·rhich were set to the 
popular ~Ong tuneG Of hi,... d~y . r~ie 

~hri~~m~~ cArol is one of the Pavoritc 
Ghristm1~ hymns of all +,iMes ,~ fung 
tho11"''.1ndc of t-:mes r::>very JB1r nll 'U:.~::>u...'1 

..,hr. "ror1d . It r~r s ·ITi t ti:>n very soon 
after ci.-.1rle.::; Jesley i.i"'d hi~ con rersion 
3XperienCG' Phnn he fe} t Ver r ClOSE' _ 
to o~ . The ori~inal poi:>m had 11 
~ tanz c , ~arr~1in · t, e .... torv of t.h 0 

··i_sit )'" ,'.1.r sheoh::.rls to +,hi:" ~ 1~ris.l.. 

l1ilJ , su:Tu110!1ing ~11 ~coplo to joi11 
in tlie triumphal procession to t11e 
cradle , ~nd h~d verses summarizing 

, much of 6h~rles thcolog}t . All these 
'ideas of t} e oriF,inal hymn do not 

:.ippear in the three-verse version ir. 
our pres nt h·nn~l , ~u~ the ~eeling 
of "'.hp greatness · im ortance ~nd 
beau ,y O.f the 1-Jirth of ':;hri_<'.':, CH!! 1~e 

xnrrienced ., ... yoJ sing thi~ h ~n . 
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0 LI'ITLE TO.. OF HETIITJ:::Tffi'rJI 

'l')hilJips rooks 1 133.5-1 93) •qa· 
n Amer icen Epj_scopql mini~ :.or, ·in o 

beca11~ knonn anJ i"" still .onored 1s 
one of the )ren:-,~.st \mericg". pre~cher0 
~o da~e . Perhapc his doninant persona} 
ch -=irac tr>ristic iras his love "'or.R child­
~en, thou~h ~p remained a b chelor 
throu ,hour, his li..'.: ... e . Hi~ mess? ~e ·vas 
not just raJ..her borin~ and noralizing 
c:;entif'lent , but a rushin,,. torP.ent of 
rords w1ic~ c1rried the ev~ngeJic-c~l 

gospel of Jesus Chriq~. 
I·hillips --rooks -·qs elected a 

bi~hop of his ff,.n 8hurch. He wns a 
man 17ho h:::id a pee:.' s inrtinct . Je 
wrote a number o.: carol.::: for 0hris t ­
mas and Ias>·)r , but or.ly one hris 
~ur rived, ''0 ..Si ~t.le To·M of L'e":.hlehP.m11 • 

11ilG ~till a youn~ man (3~)Srookf 
~.ren ..... abroad for a year of tr'lvn1 , Pnd 
ad~ a ~il~rimage to Pa~estine . The 

day be"'ore ~hr i ~ t.Ma s he rode on horse­
b1ck fro Jerusalem to ethJ eher.i, 
and ·risited not only '*:.he U""ual C)ir;h"'.:. 
in hn vil:. '\ .. :.'"' , Qut 'T1en t 4-~o -!;he tr a­
d · tio ::tl ..... ielu of the "'hephe,.,ds . 
FP wrote: 11 Be:'ore derk ... Te rode out of 
toT·n to the f'-ield ~vhere thGy f:::iy tl-ie 
shephords saw the s G~r . It i. a 
fencGd piece of ~ro·1nJ ·ri th · cave in 
it, irhere , stranr;ely en0u-;h, they rut 
th0 c-"lophArd c:: ••• 0or.e'T1here in those 
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0 TittJe Towr. of Bethlehem •••• ~ 

"'leilds we rode thro·..:. .,h, thB ~heph1=1reis 
mu +, h.,v Jeen . _s T-re pe c:;sed , the 
shepherds ·"'re still 1 b~~pina ~ratch 

over their flocket'~ 1 or lc;;adj_n them 
. o'Tle to fold . 

1 i ,J: t hie exp2rience , it L~ not 
stran e th1t on his rewurn ,o .t'hiladel­
phia he wro li8 for a Cbri c-t!Tl'lS celebra -

. sion in hi C' ._ inday school the exquisite 
lyric noT ·ung a11 O\·er the ·rorld . rhE 
'fTIU5ic wa~ CO'":'l )O.--:ed by his church or an­
is~ , ;ho 1as al >O S'lperintenuent of 
the . unc1·.iy c'1001 . It is a perfect 

combinatio:.1 of the H~ l-ilehem backgrour. 
the ,ospel story, +he ep~ritual 
mess1r,e for chilc1ren, B nd Doc t .. ic 
beauty of e xpRression • 
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A1'T'1T:LS RO' 'I' H~ • A.Ll S OF 3f G"':1..Y 

Trle writer of :,'1is hyr.J1 o.s no- · 
·here ar prolific as :harles e~ley , 

out hP did '""'i te about 40J singable 
hymns . James l.ontgomery (1771-
1354 )uaf" a Scotsman, -"ho gre ·T up in 
the ~oravian ~ait • fie p rents left 
im in a church boys school nhen they 

... ·en 1j t,o ~he 1 cs+. Indies " s missionaries 
He wrote poe ,ry even as -young 0 s 11 . 
I i.n~lly he flunked out of r-chool ~ t 111, 

an away, sold ~c~e noetry, found ?. 

job on a newspap~r, ~n evAntuJlly 
'became it,s edi to~ . It ·11s a r!l ,her 
:!."'~dical ncrrc;paper for i-:.s day , and 
r ooJ ~;ain~t ~l~very, orga~i1ed 

-he fa'Tlous chimney suer:ps of '"'n~l:1nd 

i.nJo a !).nion, celscrated thP .,.,,rench 
revoJ ution "'hich overthre'·T the ri.on;:irchy 
tl1e::ir1? , and c:;o on . I ost 0f this forward 
s ocial looking was d •rritY; thr:; editorshi 
::-r: l 'Jnt ;onnry. He -i;ms imprisoned at 
least twice because of hi~ edi~orial 
vie1 rs. ..:Uaac in life he uas "'ono"""ed 
y th' ~overnment, ,nd given an income 
uf"ici.ent to +,~ 1 'e cer@ of him col"'l.for­

t1 ;Jly. 
In hi~ reli~ious Ji~e hg leRrned 

to hi::i toJer .. :. , '1nd worc:-hipp~ 1 TTith 

•
many o ~her gr 1 'rn tlrnn hi~ ffm . 

l:Iis hyms nere no~ ;rn.q t poeti"Y' 
but expressed the s iri +,ua1 life 
in ror~s of beauty suitable for 
rublic rnr h; p. Only Charles 'Te. ley 





Angels frOF the ~~alms of Clo~ - ? 

~~<l Isacc at~s ~ h~ve more hymns 
tha are s·1nf! now, ecley T;itr 20, 
1att8 ·.rith L., , :ind 1.ont"'orriery •-Tith 

12 . 
Of the Many vhri c::t.mas hymr1s based 

u.pon t 1e stories in Matthew and L•1l_{e, 
''Angels from the n:=•alMs of .11 ory" 
is one .t:.tm of the best. It i~ pie toria 
emotional and •:rell or3anized . Noi~e 
its 'Trnrd..., car,..f ·1 ly a..:: you sin; it . 

TJhen thP. birth of Jesuc:: r.;as 
:f:b!y.:Jt reealed to peop1e 0 1rtside the 
i~ITEdi1te familv, ~~e first thing 
that the - ible te "'_l3 us ha!1~2ned w9 s 
the visitati_on of the .Anr,els , Tri.!;h 
their :J on;; • 
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... . 
( 1~52" -17·1.5 \ • 

SBS6BSSB8SSBSpB€FSSSSsSESSSB8SSO~SSS 
~ Still nnother belo e] c rol 
tell c: of t e ~n~els visi ti1 , e rt11 
~o tell of v h,..is"'- 1 s Dirth. rr1is one 
re eats in a differeP+ ·~y uc. tre 
same esf'a • ~ ~.he hyrm we 1 VP. ju.,..+, 
sun'"" . The title "by ·1hich Te kna:r it 
e~~ha..,izes the hepherds , w1o :ir~t 
h~ard th~ c::o~~ of tre 3n~~,s . 

"lfhilo hepherds T~ tchpd hei.r 
li'lock~ by · ..,.ht'1 -rcis lTrit.i..f'n by . ~i.iur.i 
l n tP ' an lri8hme!n • T .o li ue 1 fro 1 { 52 
+,o 1 '"'15 . ffn hi ... A re rotes .ant::: Lad 
broken qwa r fr m J..,i.r:p, ~he old T ~t ·,.. 
hymns ~nd chcin~ ... of the oman c~tholi 
hurch, but felt boun1 to ~ ~ible . 
~hey .1J ad~pted the oo of salMc:: 
as t,tieir hymnal, and et "'-,1r ~ ?,.,.; ous 
p.~alrs ta uc::ic , r en:c.ran ine the 
'rord s a , times ~o fit t11e rrusic . ah 

a ~e did r ucl-i of t'1is , ~ .. ' 0 i ~'I: a I"!~n 

namPd ichol~s rady nublic::hed nn a 
hyrmal cal ed 11Tl-in •"' TTersion of 
t\.ie Sal .S 11 • vOOn aft,or tl i , in 
~bout l 7JJ, they nubli ber1 11 ..... µople-
rn~n t' -4:.o th· eo , .. ich ~., 16 hymns . 
The onl.1 one -rre knon tc l!1y i the 
one ·re n~r ~inc . In this c~rol Tate 
paraphrased .i-h :rolJt..tF!..IDl Luk~ story 
of the "'ri <'."! .i. t of the an cl· ~o the 
heph~r s , i~ much + e ~e 1ay th~t 

he pre ~r ' he s~l s for i~3ing . 
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\'hiJe Shepherds rrat"'hed . .••. 2 

The mu-.:.c for th.'...s was written hy 
..,eorge Frederick :f1ndea, the great 
compos~r TThori ne perhaps kno '1 best 
for his fa'rTJOUF ~:ark "The I essiah" . 
He did not ·rri te the riusic esnecia1 ly 
for T1te'~ ~oen . Ins .e~J , one of his 
~hemes , .. rri ... ·ter. perhaos 41::'. years after 
11.::i te iTrote , 'Trac: adapted to the T10rds 
of this l1y '1 , :t !hi le ... rppherds a t.ched 
:i;y) ir 'l ocJ ," J :Ji :;ht" . 

~~s ·we ·:3.rig, let 1 s r eme ber ':.he 
a : th or of thn se T• ord s , ""or · hot"' the 
QcripturG lit rally'seeried t ~in • 





1 
, rrif'.., 1':1. GC" ~f O:tI !T r\ ill, by 

t.Tohn 1 Ienry f opkins , Jr . 1 1321- l 0 ?1 

ft.er the sh~"'herdf' , fro., t ht=> 
~cr:.p-t.ure ··e le rn that, ri~e '1en, or 
kin , ~ro~ th~ ast next beeame aware 
o~ ~r.riot 1 e birth, end ca~e to ~ee ~he 

e vhri ~rr:.!")~ bric~ . . l " 

John Henry Jopkins , Jr . , c'.l ~ 
NE.RX ~reacher in fennsylvnni~ anJ 
::e"r York frvm "oour, 1840 +o 1$)91, 
pu '1lished a l ook cal le' , "Carols , 

. Tflrrine, a 01 ,P , in i 1r.2 . ~uet h.O"T 

!"':'any of t 11 se t.e ·1rote or "rranFTed 
11~rfelf i~ not cl€2r . Ho1e7pr, he 
id rite l:)o+r. the por1s 1,.,~ nusic 

for .his hyrm, w e :'hree Ki:i ~ of 
urient11

• This c'"'r;,l i.'"' t,'1e C" ory 
fun verce of tte kin~s of the rient 
beari l; ;ifts to t,l-ie ... nf nt Jes , 
and fre1uently i s used to ~ug~e. •to us th'l t we f:too •o ld do well to 
her.or our ne .rborn Lord ·ri th ift,s 
of love and serYice • 
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T. RE'Q A r~ n ~} T r~ b 
J J~ '- 1 ~ .L.1.W • .Ll.. J y Josiah 

Gilbert Hol~3nd, 1~19-1331 . 

This Modern ::hr is tPlas c 'lrol ·ias 
fir t 'C'U 1 i c-hed b J . '1 •• Jiolland in 
his "JompJete oetical igin ... 11 i.n 
1979. It ha att~ined ~e~~ populnriv 
in thP 1 nst 5~ ye~r... . Its fir~t 
..,p!""IP.nr~nce in ow hymnal 'fTns in 11 .ihe 
Methodist Hymnal" of 1905, provinb 

ha':, ·re nre ri ,h+ in introducing new 
sons, as well a~ the old-tire ones , 
in our hymnals , for uod still uses 
the minds ffild spirit$ of p~o le to 
s~eak in ter~'"' of oe1Jty . 

fh~ lovel:r t me t..o ·vhich the rong 
i ~ set is Prrti tled 11 Chri qtmas Sont; 11 , 
Bnd was lTI'i tten by Karl fomeroy Harrin 
ton in 1904 ·1hile he was vacationing 
a Lis s·unm r cot-:.age in i.el .am shire 

H. . Jolland , rri ter of ti e verse, 
Tms " l'>'l ciical doctor , a teacher, an 
editor , a novelist and a poeM rriter . 
Ee had ,oor lealt~ ~:1 hi'"' ~2 yoar~ 
of 1 .;..fe , "nri f oand a 'µ'e~ d e8l of 
'"'4:.ren-;tr. t'1ro·1"'h t.he f 1i tr. TThich he 
e~{nr f'Sed . p SPCh ~oerns as 11 r·1er Is 

S . t A " II a on, in .e ir . 
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~11~11 r IGILT , H)LY :n lHl.1, by:;t J,ose>Jl" 
J4ohr (1792 - laL9) . 

... 

T"le .. ords of thi - hymn, perhaps the 
'hest-k"'l:Y~n an nost- beloved Chri st,rriq,s 
c '"'rol in our -:o n tr,y, irere written 
'y Jose hi ohr in 1813 and given to 

. hiR friend - rHnz QribP.r qq 8 Jhr iStffiaS 
pre~enh . 1ruber~ a-eo1;:e!'i'! t'JEJ:=x:.~ei] 

---o · 1"' .. ,rot0 +,1-;.e melody tho evening 
l;hat he received the gi_ft, an 1 sang 
t~e hymn that evening, in 1erman, to 

e tbe accompard.r:cnt,~pf a -:·1it1rra, 
~he schoolnou~v~ristmas nrogra 
Jl":e-re he Aur;ht .(\ fiE on~ wa c:- taken 

1 F~ by it n~;rant minstrels and s ~g ~ 
-~~,~ over much of outP 0r~~n and 

U'"' ria . 1....ihanils L. "iu cl1ins seems 
to be the i lrs.i... to u 0 e i .l in rrerica , 
~1here i +, wa8 in his 11 Sunday chool 
H;Trrn~l" of 1:171. 

Joseph l ohr wa<q~1 o:."aait1cd Ro~an 
jatholic briest, ~nd ~p~nt all of hiq 
life sr-irvin · churches .i.n +,he vicinity 
of hi~ J~r~hplnce . h~ther or not he 
Trrote o · .r~r ~Y1c; is not knoTm . his 
is the only one that has bnen trans­
lated i.n ,o ... n .,lish. 

Franz ur~ber , born 1 n ver a:1y in 
1737, livei ~11 his li~e r.ot far 

e rrom Salzburg . He W'.1~ scuoolmnsi;nr 
in the vill~i:;e of 11_::."nsdo·r·.L , 1Ild '"erved 
a· or61ni3t i~ the n~r · sl. ' .lI'ch. l t 
is not kno '"Tl :..f he 'Trote .qny other 





SilentM i~ight, Holy ight ••• 2 .. 

.. 
tunes or ~u'"' ic, 2:1d )if he did.) none 
other has been nuol~~hed . He died in 
lq'7. 
· Isn't it r;rand to be remeMbered 
for one of the 1mrld 's ~ost be~utiful 

• poer"!S and tunes'? Isn' ij it wonderful 
that in the hr>arts of 3n ordinary 
Dori sh Minister and comnon scliool ~" 
• ' '1::,1 <"' v 

• 

teacher God co i1d 8 bir cuoh~~el\th::it 
this beau~iful hymn of adoratior- for 
t• .. p Christ i tirs love:~ ~nd 11armth 
in us, an ·TiJ 1 continue ~o ... tffect ) 
peo~1e vh'3. t, way, 
,\~ ·· sing · , T'lay o<l r. ovc .iF.: 

you and !Tie +.o a s i 'Tlil ;r -?' e~ 1 .:_n ~ of 
-ratitude, loveJ~ devotion o'<'\. ~ 
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