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- Introduction:
T. Once a mwx¥x=g® class at a church-re-
lated college was being ~uizzed on Bible
subjeets. "With what weapon did Samson
'slay the Philistines?" the instructor
asked., Mo one ventured to reply, so the

" professor decided to coach them a 1little,
"ifhat '1s this? he asked, as he pointed
to ‘his jaw. "The jawbone of an assil"
triumnhantlv exclaimed a student

(#4332 of w00 More Snappy Stories that
Preachers Tell M by Panl E. Holderaft.).

,

2, Somatimes in their merry-making
neople do make donkeys cf themselvas.
Put for the sake of the fun most are
wi11in9 to take the chanee of so doing.

[.For-people have always liked to "have
TR, " to enjoy "a c00d Time," To "make
Merry .

1. It has always beesn this way, as Tar
as T can determine from reading. To love
to have fun, to enjoy laughing togethar,
seems to be g part of human nature;
or, indeed, a need of humans.

‘" a,., . Testivals and dances of wvarious
kinds have been in all cultures of
which we know, from the most primitive
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rigﬂt on up to the nresent.

b.: The Bible, from which comes
our record of Bhristmas, and which is
the religionis sourcehook for most of
us, is full of instances of merry-
making,- homor-and fun. Jesus, whose
birthday we celebrate at this season,
‘loved to share in the merriment of
peobleso much that he was once called

a "winsebibber and a glutton." ’'le know
nf Wim attending a wedding feast, often
the most merry of .avants.

?. Je llkﬂ to have our fun toﬂqv, tog
-ae -We have birthday parties for

this purpose. Sometimes:people tend

to earry their enjoyment bayvond the
bownds® 6f good taste. Thig is often
true of children attedding birthday
narties; ‘especially when they get an
aye on the refereshments. One mother
knew:the love of her son for good

caka, so instructed him hefore he left
for tue party not to ask for seconds.
+He promlsed he-swouldn't. 'When he came
home him mother looked him straight in
the eve and said,”T hope that you didn"
askt for a second piece of cake."

"Wo," replied Robby. "I only asked
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© Mrs. Smith for the recipe so vou could
make some like 1t, and she gave me two

. more pleces jusz of her own accord."

#4908, Public “peaker's Teasure Chest).

b. WNany business men and other
nrofesgicnal peonke celebrate their
promotions by parties, 0¥ by "setting

.up"their eolleagues to some sort of
treat. ' -

. Tommy, a2 dim@nutive office bov? had
worked hard ‘on' d salary of about %35
a wesk, . He was a qubdued 1little chap,
faithful and ~uiet. Finally he n1uoked
.up courage to ask for an increase.

"How much more would you like®"
his employ=zr asked.

"Vell," answered Tommy, "I don't
think %50 a week is too much.,"

: "You are a rather small boy to be
earning %50 a week," said the boss.

"T suppose I am," said Tommy. "I
mow I am small for my age, but to tell
the truth, since I've been working here
I've benn so busy I haven't had time
0 EZrow. 3

He got the raise.

(ngt§r Book of Humorous Illustrations,
03
Many a teacher or minister probably
feels so husy in the details of his
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protession that he feels that he just
doesn't have a chance to "grow." It
is not without cause that the school
systems and ecelesiastical organization:
put a premium on” additional formal
dducation, whereby they seek to insure
that a person Keeps growmng mentally
_and in ability. It is right that pro-
" mdtions are based partly on how much
... growth, educationally and in ahility,
‘'a person dchieves. Promotions usually
.. .are The result of long years of hard
" work end:preparation, and it is but
_ natural to want to celsbrate, partly
“ from relief mfx at the end of a hard
grlnﬂ, partly from oy at the honor
being ‘given for.the achievement yeached
In'the military many a time I ve
had to take my cokez in lieu of strongel
"drink, to help a fellow celebrate his
_nromotion. T've geen the same 1n
business, too. ‘This is natural, and
T think good.

IT. Ths season in which we make merry the
most probablv is tha one into wiich we art

now entering: the Christmas-llew Year's

gnason., ~vidences of this m2rriment are
sean in:
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1. Office parties
2., Professional and groun get-togethers
(like this one).
3. Family reunions
4, Church parties and treats, as wekl
as the religious eeramonies.
5. GiffB-giving., Sometimes a gift is
“a delight to one but torture to another,
Thera 1is the story about a little boy
named George who received a new drum for
Christmas. Shortly thareafter when his
father came home from work one- evening,
George's mother said: "I don't think
the man next door -1ikes to hear Georgke
play his drum, but he'q cnrtainly subtle
apeRte BT | e
"What do you mean i aqkeﬂ Tho father,
T We1T " satd the mothpr *this aftar-
noon ha aavn Georgie a knife and asked
him if he lmew what was iinside the drum."
(% 225, Public Speakrs Treasure Chest).
: 6 Lavish decorations ;== most city
streats, Denver city-county building,
home trees, etc..(leo waiting for first,
“gnow bo we could.get our Christmas tree
and have Chrigtmas).

III. Many people narticinate eladly
and actively in these typesof Christmas
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ferry-Making who don 't accept and believe
in the religious dogma and symbolism oOf
Christmase .. .. ..

1. Business folks send greetings and
-g£iftsto customers and friends, even thoug
they themselves may be Jewilsh or of other
non-Christian rﬂliainnq,-

N Agnostios athalvts or folks of
other relivlonq freguently join with 7est
in tha merry-making at Christmas time.

IV. Tt ig fittine that Christmas should
be .a. hanny time.

1. Uhe original Christmas was a2 happy
time for Mary and J05°ph, as the birth
of ‘g healthv ‘baby is for most any normal
family.

2« The first thristmas was a happy
time for the shepherds mmaxRwmrxik who
heard the angels singy and for the wise
men who followed the star to the manger.

3. In maxx the nearly=20 centuries
of Christianity, for about 17 of these
centuries Christmas has been a time of
joyous and happy celebrating. We have
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“Taave ous most of tha first three cen-.

turies of the christian era in thinkinge
abou® Christmas goy, for during those
years great attention was placed on the
Lord's resurrection, om his baptism, but
little on hislbirth. It was actually in
the middle of the fourth century before
wide-spread celebrations of his birth
began taking place. |
Many of .tThe elements and cutoms of
the oecasion from non-~ Bhristian festi-
vals .and. 1ands became blsnded with the
Christmas message during these centuries.

L, A1l of us are familiar with the
fact that today Christmas is a happy time
and :all of us believe it should be just
that .

. 5. However, it is possible to come
to‘think of the season of Christmas as
a holiday simply for merry-making and
whooping it up. Actually

V. It 1s irpossible.to leave Christ out
of Christmas, or.to separate Christmas
from its religious significance,

1. Recent overhaarlng of a remark,
WWhy sing 'Silent Night'# at ”hrlstmas¢
Christmas is a time for fun, not for
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~Teligion,"

2. VWithout its central,dogmatic
Christian me ning, :owevpr, Christmas

- has no signif'lcancQ whatever,

3e ..The merryymaking at Christmas time
is because in a tiny new life came the

_revelation of man's individual worth
"to God. When society abandons this

Christ- inspired message of the importance

of each parson our culture quickly de-

cenarates into a state of anarchy or

“totalitarianism. Vhen the welfare of

the masses becomes most important the
freedom of the individual is often lost.

. Conclusion:

g L we would have our freedoms we
must keep and cherish and strengthen zmmx

" their religious foundations. Only with

religiously-based freedom can we choose
the time and occasion for our merry-
making! V

o T“acif\‘in his own way, =2ach accordin
to his.own tradition, but %o have
Christmas- you mast knep Christ In il
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