
.... 
Scrip~ Colossians 3:12-17 • 

. 
~ei Christia.~ virtues. 

' 

TeXt:. Colossians 3:14· -- 11 .And aboye 
cll these put on love, which binds 
everything together in -oerfect h~rmony. 11 

Pronos1tiQ~: '.!he distinctive virtues 
of this christi~n life ~re bound to
gether in harmony by love. 

D~te writtent Jan. 12, 1957. 
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Intro~uction: Pu.roose of Colossians. 

1 •. The Book is another of Paul's 
letters that nuthor J. B. Phillips calls 
11 Letters to Young Churches. 11 PR.ul 
probably wrote this letter to the church 
at Colossae while . he was n prisoner 
at Rome. It was most probably deli
vered by the ru..~aW8'1 sl~ve Onesimus 
as he, after being converted to Chris~ 
iani ty rmder Paul 1 s pre~chin~, was on 
P~.ul 1 s advice going back to his also
no\.,.-Christirui master, Philenon. The 
New Testament Book of Philemon is Paul's 
letter to Philemon telling him to re-
c ive Onesimus s a brother and not 
to punish him for having run 2~1ay. The 
letter bearer was Philernon hinselfy 
who evidently passed through Colossae 
and delivered our present Scrinture to 
the Christian Church at Coloss~e. 

2. Paul wrote to the christians at 
Colossae prim~rily to 3rgue against a 
heresy, wrong thinking · he saw it, 
that he considered deadly to the 
Christi3D. faith. The Colossians, or 
Christians of Colossae, evidently 
thought God kas too holy and remote to 
have much to do with the world, and so 
they developed a theory of his control 
being exercised through system of 
angels, some of more and some of lesser 
degree. This, Paul said, just isn't so. 
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esus is· God in the flesh, and still 
is ective in earth affairs if men believe 
on llira, and no intermediate angels be
tween God. and the W:ividual are ne
cessary, writes Paul. This is a stand 
~modern Protestants think is pretty 

important still, and many of us deplore 
the praying to saints, to Mary, to 
e11gels, etc •• God, as known in :.-nd 
through Christ, is enough for the Pro
testant. It is Christ, and he alone, 
fiho reconciles man to God, nnd, Pmil 
says, it is his, Paul 1s job to proclaim 
the necessity of Christian f.ith to 
:win people to it. 

J. Then Paul goes on to tell the 
Colossiens some of the practices and 
h?bits of Christian living before he 
closeex his letter. It is one of 
these passages, relating to Christian 
Qife, that is our Scripture. 

4. One commentary calls this passage, 
chapter J:l2-17, 11 the garments of 
oliness. 11 \:e ha:ve called our topic 

today 11 Christian virtues. 11 We are 
talking of the same thing ns the commen
tator. Christian virtues forr.i such 
garments, or clothing of holiness, as 
a Christian may \-,'ear. Let 1 s think c:i.bout 
the distinctive Tirtues of the Christia.~ 
life, as they are suggested by Paul in 
our Scripture. 
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• AWri'nt1on of the Christian-=~tues• 
~. [n the verses immediately ure

eding our Scrinture of today Paul 
omuRred the old life of the Christian 
ith the ne•. Chapter J:)-11 well summe
izes his view of the things that must be 
ut aside» and ends by stPti~ his view 

that faith in Christ binds all believers 
ogether as one (Re8d 3:5-11). 

2. Then follows verses lZ..17, todays 
Scripture, in which Pnul starts right in 
telling of the charPcteristic or distinc
tive virtues of a ~nristian. He has said 
whet or how a Christian is not; now he 
tells the ColossiF.ns how or what a Christ 
an is. He advises the Colossians, as 

itten in verses 12-13 (read). Here in 
these 2 verses is his description of 
Christian life virtues. Without teking 
time for ell of them, let 1 s think a.bout 
a few of them, perhaps just one or two of 
them, as practice4 by Christians of re
cnet times, or as a:pplicable to your 
life and mine. One or two illustrations, 
perhaps, can 1'll!et serve our purpose to 
~oint out that to become Christian is to 
Qive e different sort of life than before 
conversion. 

3. The first virtue that Paul mentions 
in our Scripture is conmassion, another 

ord for which is sympathy, sympathy whi 
eads one to love and serve others. 
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. a. The story of Thomes Guthrie, a 
Scottish preacher, illustrates le~bllls 

·to which Christian compassion, sympat .. 
and concern Ca.."1. let>...d. in the service of 
other peonle. On a midnight visit to 
a police station in Edinburgh the yo 
preacher saw sever2l homeless waifs wh 
had come there to t2ke shelter. On ~n 
open space near the stove, where the 
light shone full in his face, my a 
little boy who ~ttr2cted his suecial 
attention. The lad. was about eight 

yea.rs old, with a sweet and innocent fac 
The preacher later wrote of him this w 
11his pillow a brick, ruid as he lay c 
in his sleep, forgetful of his sorrows, 
he might h~ve served for a picture of 
injured innocence. He knew neither 
f ~ther nor mother, brothers nor friend. 
In the wide world his only friends 

'· 
were the police. How he lived they 
did not rnow. But there he was at 
night. 11 

Guthrie said thc.t for dqvs and nigh 
he could not get that boy out of his 
mind and hen.rt. It wr>s scenes like 
this which caused him to start working 
th:1 t the outcast children of Edinburgh 
might bo g'l.wrded end reformed. Today 
on beautiful Princes Street in Edin
burgh you can see the monument of the 
great pre~cher, Guthrie, with the 
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'~street Arabs, 11 as the boys were cnlle 
taking refuge U..llder his arms. 11 I 
hrve the satisfaction, 11 said Guthrie, 
11 when I ];ey my head upon my pillow 
of ali·reys find.ing one part of it soft, 
and that is that God has made me en in 

s trumen t in his hands by savin.:.'.; many a 
po1r1r creature from a life of misery en 
crime." Thomas Guthrie becflme a. great 
preacher because his Christirui compas
sion led him to be concerned filld to do 
something about the misfortunes of oth
ers. 

b. To become a Christian is to have 
compassion. How is your compassion? 
Are you truly concerned over the mis
fortunes of others, Like Hun~arian or 
Arab refugees. Or are you selfishly 
afraid they'll come in and replace you 
at your job? Your answer gives a pre
tty good insight into your degree of 
Christianity. 
4.~Let' s look at one addi tio~ Christif~ 

virtue mentioned by Paul, and then illus
trate it from life, to show that Christ
iani ty does change one. Let's think 
a.bout the word 11 lowliness. 11 which Paul 
gi'\res as one of the things a ChristiBn 
puts on. Immediatelyfoll11nririg his use ofi 
the word 11 lowliness0 is the word "meek
ness, 11 and I think there is some differe 
betwen the meaning of the t ··o wollcia. 
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a: We've all known peoule -- perhP...p 
you. and I hrve been among their number 
or, worse still p~rhaps we still are 
- who seem to judge nll others by the 
own standards, who seem to want to 
compel all others to yield to their 
opinions. Such a. person freciuently 
uses such terms as 11 As I see it, 11 11 I 
don't think much pfj your way of doing 
it, 11 11 That 1 s not my way of looking 
at it, 11 the emphasis nlweys seeming t 
be on self, and woe be to the lame bra 
who doesn't agree. 11 I 111 "bell:k the 
gay what I think of him, 11 this ch:>rac
ter s~ys, and he usually does so in 
not very kindly words, often even 
being ~busi ve. Such a high brow mcy 
be courteous in business if he stands 
to profit thereby; but in social, 
com.mtmity or church activities is 
often abusive and. ingul ting toward 
others. Stra'Yl.gely, he seedom sees hiID-1 
self as others see hi~. This type of 
fellowif, and all of us run across him 
from time to time, is reB1ly pretty 
offensive. You and I need to watch 
carefully thr-.t he and find you or I 
are not identical. 

b. Christian lowliness is certainly 
e.nythint; but that w~y of living. Lou
liness is putting self in the back
ground th~t others mny altnws h<J:ve the 
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· credit due·them. It is being willing 
· to sta~r for the progrem even efter 
you.1ve made your contribution to it, 
or done your part. It is beinP. willin 
to .d.P. t the ma.j ori ty rule, ~heJ! they 
do so sincerely and ~re seeki:ne; the 
right solution, even though it may cos 
some money to give them their way. 
These are ex~mples, but we !!light sum
m~rize by saying that Christian lowli
ness is the willingness to do whatever 
is necessary to keeu the Christian 
sniri t of loYe for others. Jesus \'ff',.s 

the suureme exa!!lple of Christici.n low
liness. He was arrested, mocked, 
tried, and hung rather thrm to m~.ke a. 
show of nride and nower. 
5. Compassion and lowliness -- tl·ro 

Christian Yirtties. But any one or sever 
of the Christian virtues are of little 
value, ~nd mPy even be dangerous to self, 
loved ones and society, lUl.less they are 
coordinated, or bound together by one 
great thing .. 

II. Th.e Christian virtues should.k be 
bound together ~r love 1 

l. In the realm of clothing there 
is ~ class of garments sometimes referre 
to coyly as "unmentionables, 11 or under
;;armen ts. As a. rule, t'lhich like all 
rules has its excentions, a person ls 
usually unmentionably unattractive in th 
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u.n:a.erg~rment strige of dress o'rundress. 
The top clothing when put on both covers 
the underg~rments and helps hold them 
more firmly at the proper pl8ce on the 
body. And the addition of an attractive 
outter garment can make the uerson :r.:ruch 
more attractive in P~pearance. 

2. Paul uses something of this sort o 
en Analogy in the lcripture verse which 
is our te:r:t. 11 .And above all, 11 he writes, 
11put on lovet which bind.s ev0l"'Jthinr· to
gether in perfect harmony. 11 Love is, 
~s it were, the out.ter gPrment which bin 
together th~ other garments and mAkes 
them attr~ctive and harmonious. Love 
binds together compassion, ltindness, 
lowliness, meekness, pa.tience, forbearP..nc: 
and forgiveness. It is the motive for 
epch of the Christian virtues and gives 
meaning to them. 

3. The rural teacher \1as introducing 
the stua__v of arithmetic to a class of 
yom1gsters. 

u If a farmer's b ety by himself could 
nick six auarts of berries in en hour and - ... 

P girl could pick five quarts, how m~ny 
q_uarts would they pick together? 11 

11 Teacher, 11 s3id an o "l.ergrot'ln led, 
"I don 1 t know exactly how rneny, but it 
wouldn 1 t be eleven. 11 

.And he rns right. A boy and a girl 
togellher, particularly if they're bigJ 



I hereby agree to give to the Bui I ding Fund of 

GRACE METHODIST CHURCH 

CHEYENNE, WYOMING 

$ _______ Cash 

$ _______ per week for 100 weeks, payable weekly 

beginning Morch 4, 1956. 

Dote __________ Address-----------------



• -·- - f ••• · ·-~~·~~---

often pose a different problem from a 
boy or a girl separt=ltely. 

u. Christian love makes life a diff
erent sort of problem too. .And~"""~ 

the boy ruid girl together will probably 
find berry picking much more enjoyable 
than if they pick apart from each other, 
so does Christian love bind together 
the Christian virtues and meke them 
interestinG and meaningful. 

Conclusion: 
1 .. ti .And~bove all these put on love, 

which bind~ everything together in per
fect harmon-.,v. 11 

2. The distinctive virtues of the 
Christian life are bound together in 
harmony by love. 

3. 
Hymn of At-one-ment 

Thou God of all, whose spirit moves 
From nole to silent pole; 

WhosP. uurpose binds the st8rry spheres 
In one stupendous whole; 

Whose life, like light, is freely noured 
On all men 1neath the sun; 

To Thee we lift our heerts, and nr~v 
That Thou wilt make us one. 

One in the p tient company 
Of those who heed Thy will, 
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.Ahd stedfastly pursue the wsy 

Of ~ commandments still; 
One in the holy fellowship 

Of those who challenge wrong, 
.And lift the spirit's S.-:>rd to shield 

The weak against the strong. 

One in the truth that mrures me~f'ree, 
The fa.i th that makes men brave; 

One in the love that suffers long 
To seek, and serve, and save; 

One in the vision of Thy peace, 
!!he kingdom yet to be -

When Thou shalt be the God of all, 
JAd all be one in Thee. 

--John Hsynes Holmes, 1879--
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