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Scripture Selections 

Text: Amos 2:13 
KJV--."Behold, I am pressed under you, 

as a cart is pressed that is full of 
sheaves." 

RSV --"Bheold, I will press you down 
in your place, as a cart full of 
sheaves presses down. 

Description of God 
4:1J(RV)--"For lo, he -who forms 

the mountains, and creates the wind, 
and declares to man what is his 

thought; 
who makes the "morning darkness, 

and treads on the heig~t of the 
earth-- . 

the Lord, the God of hosts, is his 
name. 

5:9JRV) -- "He who made hhe Pleiades 
and Orion, 

and turns deep darkness into 
worning, 

and darkens the day into night, 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 

and pours them out upon the surf ace 
of the earth, 

the Lord is hish name," 

--over--



Good advice: 
5:14-15 
For lo, he who formEX the 

mountains, and creates the wind, 
and decleares to man what is his 

thought; 
who makes the morning darkness, 

and treads on the heights of the 
earth--

the Lord, th~ God of hosts, is 
his name." 

5:24 (RV) 
"let justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like ani ever­
flowing rlgk s~ream." 

Prediction of better days: 
"Behold, the days are coming, 

says the Lord , 
"when the plowman shall overtake l'e 

reaper 
and the treader of grapes him 

who sows the seed; 
the mountainsl~ shall drip sweet 

wine, 
and all the hils vhall flow with it, 
I will restore the fortunes of my 

people Israel, 
and they shall rebuild the ruined 

cities and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and crink 
their wine, 

and:.tk they shall make gardens and eat 



• 
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I will plant them upon their land, 
and they shall never a~ain be 

plucked up 
out of the land which I have ~iven 

them," 
says the Lord your God • 

• 
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Ser. ans 
OJ.d _e st""!!!en t 
,. !!lOS 

2 :6-:i6 

D[' te tr!' it ten : 
.·. 

iiiext : Amos 2 :13 11'Behol0. I Pm ·1ressed under ~rou. es a 
c· rt is lrcssed th'' t is full of she"V'?s . 11 • 

TbeMe : Pressing Goa Under . 

Pronosition : To neglect God is !:1 h .. rr1ful an.d d.~nA:erous pl'ocedure. 

Sources: 11 1I.1he Eoo'r of L.;fe. 11 Vol . 4, pt\{"es 9-15. 
Fu.n.k ft. \.fr,,gn?.lls ... Tew st~na."' r - :Bible Die tionary. p . 813. I 
Xing J~mes Bible . 

1 ~ 

.. 

Plccos m·e·ch<>d : H .. ,vw..J::j?~,, C<...vVf., /"'-VI If,, ,JL'/ 
~ ('//;f"'~)-.f k~r7;3~ P.Ai); w(f·J 4·J.,,fJlff/ 
11~~ "'4M ./ (':.. - "/. 
~ .. f · ~J .;? ea_~ fUJ<J. :i., / I If/ z.--" 
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\ I~troduction: 
·" . 

(:) (--I!--~-~ 1. S..unmar; of the-..~ri ,-ture-baef;zrounr1 a.nd- storr. 
N T:C.e -oro"'\het k1ost, 'Phase ~iO:!."CLS P!'P OU!' Seri turP rnd ± 

te~t, nrovhPsied in a ci tv whicJ: ... in form :rnrsl"'i'l'med 
~ ~ -

Jehov.-?h, but in deed and :-:ittitv.de neglected ::.ii:.1. 
Tl1e rich c nd the "':lo·verful hnd poverty a.n·i hone­

lessness ~t their doors, yet :elt ~bsolutely no 
resuonsibility for it or to rP-li~ve it . 

To this c~ ty ca.i-ne the shephPrd ~os, vi th a 
prophetic nessege of w;:irnin~. T:_Pt message points 
out the doom thPt DPS £~llen on the cities of 
Dnmascus, G.:;..za., r:;yrc, Ec:tom, A.r!Jrion ~nd Mo? b ; ~ nd 
which \'ill f-:.l:L on t.he t ·in l>:i!1n-oms of p.-,:esti..i.e, 
JttdPh ?nd Isreel. ne is t!lnki!l.g his uro""1~esy in 
Sc~aria, c;:r)i ta.l of Is:~Pel. 

Pointin0 out the eys in ·;hfuch Isr •. el sins, he 
coruns up the ~'1ess"'ge of God in tne 'ore's of our 
text: 11 I 2.m ~JresS'a~<i under you, as q_ cPrt is 
nr'3ssea. th::>t is fl.;tll of shePtb.c:; . 11 Tl:.en the nro_Jhecy 
?Oints out tl:.e c~oon. tlrt sh?ll "ef 11 Isre.el for 
its sins and ne~lect of God. 

~ -2. The nes.sa.e:e of_:t.fle---Scri-Btur&- for i.1.s . 

It is to C!puly this messci.ge to our 0·111 tine, 
n tion, col!lnunity, church; to our dmdinclual 
selves; thr>t \1e r·,nt to devote ourselves i1ere . 

Truly i·re Gre neglectin
0 

God, 2!ld to clo so is 
both hf'r:nful E'nd d['ng·erous; even f's when Ar:ozs 
3)!'0~)hesied to Samaria of Is!":-'el. ".le '"re "'Jressing 
God under, ~nd it is dr~gerous to do so. 

I trn -s i· • •>< .. , n "..'hich the St'JJPri te11s •ere nress1itng God 
under. 

1. In their grePd for \'rea~th, their mi~ tre" ted 
botil tbe "')Oor ?.ml the richteous . 11 ••• they solcl 
the ri~hteous for silver, ::irrd the poor for ~ J?' .ir 
of sLoes; thPt -J~nt rft 1" thR clust o! the eqrth 
on the head of the uoor, rnd turn !' sif..e the w· ~r 
of the i!leek .•• 11 

2 . Turning to in~or~lit7 in ~lfiTE±±xmf pursuit 
of Dhysic8l ple~sure w~s another of the gre~t 
sin~ of the S"J;1!:iri t['ns. . .. 11x}!Xri a..11d ci n; n PI!d 
his f"'ther 1·ill p.o in unto the s~·.me l"lrid, to ""n·of--ne 
rny holy nrme ... 11 
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I . 3. They CJrofpned end i'.lPde light of socred thinp-s . '11 
• 11 •• they 1 y thensel ves elm. Tn upon clothes 1-:i id to ~ 

"':lledge o~,- every Pl tt'lr, f'nd they drink the i'·i!1~ of 
tLe condemneCl. in t:~e house of their god. . . . . ye 
F~PV6 the ll,.., z2ri tes Wine to d.rink ; "'l:d COrrll.L"nd.ed 
the prophets , sa ;tng, ' prophesy not . 111 

II. HO\'r _ve in the nresent ck.y nress God under . 

1 . The:re e.re those in the ~)resent da.y uho 
lry no claim whctsoever to belief in God, ~nd ·rho 
7:iublicl~r c:corn him. For these, lying, cheatin."'.:, 
l'"'Ck Of I:lercz,. , killi.1,c:; ; Fll ..,!'P .iustifiable i..'18CtllS 

to desired e~ds. These onenly not just uress 
God under; they den.,v Him entirely . 

2 . r.ven as thP c~rt is present under ~ hnge 
bundle of sh~~ ths of co1·n or lwy, but because of 
the bulk of the load is h2rdly notice ble ~ud 
see:.ni:n..~ly unir.i.port~.n t becf'use it is so pres secl lli'lder , 
so there 2re m ... ny ·rho < ckno rleC:£"e God a.!ld His 
ir:mort--nce; Bn~i yet who "1ress Hi:r. :und.er. ~ 
from.-thers §:co11p th t-oorre t~~ 
~P-t.s.....i.,Q.. ~ri stj ani~.-As-m~r.1~-tl1~·s 
e;:roun-- .e__i ther :It' ~as..bol .. rt. tl;e._;:,ir,c.sa-!1t it 
is well to study some of the ·'8YS in i.rhich we 
-oress God unQ..er and fril to 1'.)Ut Hin fir~t . 

a. Ne&lect of nr~yer . We neglect nr~. er in 
~lmost e.11 of its as1Jects ; and often in all: 
f?.!:lily ~Jrc>yer nt the t::ible; persO:')Pl iJr8;:rer -=-t 
the beclside ; public p2·?~rar !:)t ~nblic ·ors!:i.i"J . 
In so doinr- , \··e c re press ine; God under rs £' 

source of help r->nd confess ion .i:::nd r dvice . 

b . We often rive little time to vorship; 
but eive top ].briority to sociel life; both 
uublic an.d frnily . How often we cPn 1 t ie~et to 
church because uex were up late the night before 
with t:~e neighbors; or because ".le must 11uut on 
the dog for the visiting relatives. 11 Are "e 
pressing God u.""l.der? 

c. We often give lip service to ChristL.n 
nrinci~les 0:1d vet .~ t the sr,me ti1"1£ -or~ctice 

~ " 
cold-blooded .?end unchristia.n business pr2ctices. 
One fir!:!. of 'ttthich I 1-:noi:r, hP-d 2 product much in 
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der.ia11cl end co1rble of o~oing r1uch 6or th~ souls 
of lJeo )le . Y0t , the · tti tud.e of this coL'1"lJ..,ny 
n1s th? t business is business; And tre· t the ·1en 
like dogs if they don ' t follo· the comp':'.'ny ')Olicy . 
Do ~hPtever it t~~es to -et the order . I s this 
· tti tua.e -- :-> cor..'t·1on one Pnong ::ne.ny cl1urch :->eople 
-- one of ~ressing God unQer . ~~~ 
tcr.m ?. prominent Me-thod:±st f:~ll-4-ng 

.....__ • -.L. • • 1 ;_ . 1 . ' " t 
:!..~ 'l:n G.n l:mt'US~~ w )] Cll~tUl"Sfo 

beer kef;s . IS- this ~-1 tting o 'tl.rui~ 

d. Ue often talk the necessit- of educ· tiont 
< 

but give little sup.,..,ort to the tn.x !>rocr2ns 
,. lld to the 9r1re~d Of inforl!lRtion lhich <ire 
necess~riJ to t:1e impDoving of edu.c"tion .~ 
Ol'•n scho-01 1 i ... trt-ct-iS-in(strct-jteec1 ..Q.f-muctil3et~ 
'blbilcli;:?.gs_::.,nd--·~m.~orDt? Ar..e-1:.1:e ~·il 1.in~ ~ 
the <Jr cri:f"ice n~ce'Ss-a-ry. :f the-clrti"d:T"e1:r-of'-thef 
~is tric ~ &=-tan ti?ey ' _~-e-?!°O't-n-O~ t . 

-..Ar.e !.'"~ Jr e c: .sin-&=G,o.d=11ndar 1 

e . I n cur church and su...r1d.ay school i!1 ter"Jre-
tri tions of c:rist 1 s te!:>chings \"e hnve to reco-;:iize 
th~t cr.rist t".>ue:ht the equ~li ty of c-11 men in the 
siRht of God. :But yet , 3.re '. e doing all -po-s-gible 
to mr> 1-e tb."'t eq_u["li ty a. n,eeli t,'" here on e:- rth? 
I f not , Bren1t we nressing Gorr under? 

f . N
0

t recognizing genuine CbristiPn service 
in a. r.inmer tr.:· ly J::elnful to the servr!1t is 
11ressing God under . Yet , 8ren1t we o:ften guilty 
of that , eilf we think it '1il l cost a bit t1ore th~m 
usuPl or~ dll incomzenience us? 

g . We of ten fc? il to F,i ve the tine rYJ.r:l mon:?y 
which is necess'1rv to make t!le church Yitcil in .. 
our comrru.1~i ties . In such c?ses ··e t"re n:"'essing 
God w.1c3..er. 

h . We are usuelly slow ebou .. t co::-idemning the 
·rang . recognize grmbling ;:os wronf , ~ret ,... 

condone it in the pinball machines in our 
cor:iJ1uni ty. We recognize drinki ng e.s wrong , ye t 
vrofess to think it is c- person 1 c: priv t 0 conceTn . 
Aren ' t we pressing God under , in these and. other 
.. P,~'"s , ,·hen \le f~il courngeously to st'"'nc. out 
agPinst wrong? 
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III. T_!1e threat of =niehment by Amos:t '"a.s fulfill~ 
Amos 1 thre ... t of nunis!> . .!"tent to Sanwria w~s not 

fruitl~ss . I t is estinPted by schol'r~ thnt he 
~ronhesied ~t 2bout 760 B. C . . About 722 B. C., 
38 ye':lrs later, Sa.m?.1"ia fell to the Assyrians . 
The cn:pture t ool- -ol ce unrl~r tli'3 usu~l horrible , 
merciless ·"ondi tions of 0rientirl werf"re . 

To de1'N).r tl ,., t this f~ te overc<:>:ne ~mrraa as 
r r~sul t o~ Amos ' ")ro-ohccy is to declAre lmo' ·led-:·e 
Hhich •··e don ' t hA-ve . The onl;r evidence e have 
:;ire tl:e £-icts th" t Anos prophesied; P.nd the genP-r2l 
conditions ag inst uhich l:e 1)ropL~sied. led to the 
doum of S?:1nric . Fcorn such ei.ride21c0 the nos t 
re~ sonc:~ble conclusion. is th!) t A- .os ·was iJUC?T)ired 
b;r Goel to fore ;r·rn the city so thP t it might nend 
its W~\.- s. I t feiled to heed tlie -pronnesy , we kno\•' ; 
end ·e J:.Jio11 it suffered . 

IV. There is h!:>rm Pn0. ~Elnf!er for us tod'"'y , c:; s 
there ,.,. s for th~ ~~ari t?ns , i: '·:e pres~ God under . 

1 . In neglec ting yrayer , 1te lose se.!lse of 
God ' s nresence with us . This loss t~kes from us 
P br~J:e~ -~i thin r-'gc::inst -rong, · nd. ~~ guide ;•i thout 
to 2rd the right . 

2 . Puttin.e: f~mily or ~Jtiblic society nrior to 
rorship of Gor1 ~radu2lly bri'?'J.O'S P~'"'O"clt '"'Il • tti tude 

of 1!l"'king ·orship ~na. God lf!:'.1it on evnrything else 
in \hici.. 1•e tlre inter0 c:!teii. 

Two brothers were brought up to YUO\'J the eood 
of ck.irch "'ttend"r..ce and of 1 orship . r::--y co . .i.tinued. 
their interests in the church in their eArly mcin-
. oori_, ".:'"l, brought their chilclren u 1 in tile church. 
Then , just l')efore the younC'er children re.:"che·l 
mr-turi ty , the t"orld ~!Pr I I cene o:i. , ·::>!lc1.. the older 
ones h:-d to F'O aWRji- . One of the brothers continued 
right on 1i th !:.is churc: Pttenc'.nnce , e.nd sE'cmed 
to receb.re gre"' t ,ioy .:-nd J.te~u from it . Tl1e other 
~·re.d.uf'lly dro Ad out , ~s the necessit;r for F;etting 
the children fleady for ~na. to S. S. ce0 S""'d, ~Vhen 

t1~.e chil~ren ·rnuld cone hone to visit , one t-rould. 
either bring them to church with him , or lePve 
the:c. '"lt hor.ie, "'l:d :be ,,nd bis ,ife come . ir·he 
other woulcl st· ·~,r t home Fi th the children . 
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.. 
~a~h of the brothers lost a. son in the ·1cir . The ~ 
one ~.,ho hr-d s~ayed in the rctive church life, ~urned 
ever ~ore to God for comfort . The other turneQ 

~ to drink, ?nd gr.,.,dlWlly to less and less resJect; 
to nore ~nQ morA ~ove~ty . Truly, neglecting 
nublic \·'o!'Shin fo:- hin \'as d.a~gerous . A..rio. it is 
just as d ngerous - - or more so -- for all iho thus 
~ress God under the other thir.gs that interest them. 

3. The business orgc.niz tion urevious mentionecl 
\·•hich 'believec. th,_.,t business ·~s just cold- blooded 
business, is now h!">ving business difficulties . 
J~ost of its top sPlesnen ere le~vine; it . It is 
findint: th~t its product 3.lone is not enough to 
C!:lrry it . It is !rnving to invAst its reserve in 
other br""'nches of business or go under . not all 
retv.ibution for such cold-blooc1ecJ. business comes 
so fast ; but L1 some form it is just !'ls cert2in to 
come . '!'o thus "Dress God under is deggerous . 

4 . The enforced 11blr:>.ck bel ts 11for thecolored 
neoplc throuehout this count:::-y; the resentment to· ·ndd 
Jews ; 2nd other evils "round us c:in only J.ead. to 
more st~ife simil~r to the Detroit rec e riot of 
19l.!..J ; !'.Ind to '!Ore co; ardice of the type displ~yed 
by the masked co~ards of the Ku Klux Klein -- men 
\·Tho fe~r to show their faces in their hellish B!ld 

1£iwless deeds . 
~he Biblical account of Ph~ronh Fnd his ~ rmy 

drownin- in the Red Se, for foilure to give justice 
to the I sraelites is \,Trning to us of our foolislmes 
in not prrcticin.c- Chri<':'t 1 g nrec~:nts of love ~bout 
-·:1ich rn merely talk. The fpte of the lb.zis ;1ho 

vould os tra.ciza ani:: extermin:=· te e.. i~ace is no re 
i·n•r!ling. The successes of the cor.:imtL1.i t ts - - however 
·01~ut~l and despicable +heir nethods -- · due in 
l~rge mersure to their e~J~l trP,1 traent of the 

~ v2riou~ races and to their ca?t talizing on the 
~ -!: .. ct . Cpn \le longer keen enforced segreg: tion 
!., ".lnd all the injustices thr1t !lecessarilj" go \vi t h 

~ ~ '°it? 1ot if we are Christian. Jot ·ithout danger 
c .µ r-1 s m 1 to our government and our li~e s . 
H •d o...:o 
(]) r-1 ~. •• 
cnoct:N 5. A group of ueo1Jle who hF<cl been served .,nd 

enefi ted l"ly e xx~~:i: 1')erson in their midst 
1~.d the op~ortunity to exnress grPtitude to thBt 
er son throu::i.1 ci gift th:-- t th~ t "'l')i:>~son w2nt~ 
ery much ::md rnuld heve found very useful . ~ 
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.. ._ . . ~his "".>erson hr-d ssrved ·1i th rer-1 Christi'"'n s~cri-fice 
the interests of the groun \'lho could gi 1-e the '-"ift . 
and the £,ii't ·!Ould. hr>v:e en·~bled the ")"'rson to give 
even. r.iorc siuilPr service . It l·'~s not given 'beca·,1se 
the exnen~e \·.r".\ s cons ir1 ere ii too much , even .lbhough 
the r:lone~- to cover it ·rns ['Ctua.lly on hand . 
I n not :?lP <i: ing in the hPnds of thr-t person ~ tooli: 
that ,-ould :lrve ~ieled the usefulness. the grou-D 
'·'f' S hurtinG itself . In ttus f.:~ iling to give 
str·:mg encour< gement 1·•hicn Hould help '\J8rd off 
discouraeernent, they th:.·e.-.tenad the very loss o: 
thf' t nerson. . Pressing the inpulse of generosi t~r 
ond the 091:rnrtuni ty for good und .. er is nressing 
God Ul1d 0 r , and is dangerous . 

6. In nr\ny other 1ays we fa.il to £ive God his 
-ryro?er -)}Ree , 2nd suffer because of it ~ We ree:d 
the ~1ea.d:1 i'les 2nd the cooics, thP cLer.p novels 
and magazines ; but f· ~ il to t~ke t~1e best of our 
church J..i te!'~ ture , .,,!.1c1,. thus lose cont..., ct vi tl1 th".'> t 
for which ve professedly st~nd nd 1 ·ork . 1 .'e fril 
to contributr> liberall:r for ~issions, Pnd thereby 
e:-;:press :1..nc'l"~titude for the mi8sionr>ry impulse 
thet first brou~ht Christ to our neighborhood 0nd 
to us . Fe f r> il to g ive person~l "tiestir"lo~1iec:: of 
01 rist n,ublicly r'lnd "')!'iv~tely , end thi=>r~by bring 
ch·1 r""0 s of h~"""'iocri~,. on ourselves a.nd our church. 
·ie fail to tl""l l the uns"veri of' Cr...ri::;t, .::ind thereby 
f~il to mini~ter and clothe Christ Himself . 

7. FPiling to opn ose the ·rronf· brings r"Fl . 
We 1 t ti.:1.e simule. ganbliing r.:i!'>c! ines b~r; :onr1.. find 
ourselves sv'C?mped 1i th -- ::nd even apD:..~oving -­
gcimblin.c· in the name of ch!.t ri ty . We never stop 
to think th!:' t good c'"'.n 1 t be ~ccomplished b~r 'Tong: 
neJb.lllocls . ·we need to rewember th~t Iudie won its 
freAr"' on thJ11ough the lea.dership of a r.l''ll who lil:e 
Christ t:;u,~ht th, t only right can be Fon through 
use of ri,C'ht . r.~e must opnose wrong rt evory s.tfl.nd, 
or suffer the conseq_ue::J.ce of p. flood of evil . 
We t2 re dovm the b:irs of ~ecred.ness of m['.l.rrir.ge, Prl.d 
~n·e Slve..r;iped t-ith divorces . A!1ri. so it goe~; only 
an uncomyronising stand. oga.inst · rong c?n 1-:eep 
us froo nre~~ing God under . 

Conclus i on : To ne&lect God is :i h?rmful and 
d.Dn~erous :.pr""ctic .. . It · 1~ s ::or the &>r.1" ri tr>ns in ... .,. ' 
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