





























Scripture Selections

.Text Amos 2:13
KJV--"Behold, I am pressed under you,
as a cart is pressed that is full of
sheaves, "
RSV --"Bheold I will press you down
in your place, as a cart full of
sheaves presses down,

Description of God
@ 4:13(RV)--"For lo, he who ferms
the mountains, and creates the wind,
- and declares -to man what is his
thought;
who makes the morning darkness,
and treads on the heagkhs of the
earth-- .
the Lord, the God of hosts, is his

name.,

5:8JRV) -- "He who made hhe Pleiades

and Orien,
and turns deep darkness into

‘norning ’
and darkens the day into night
who calls for the waters of the sea,
and pours them out upon the surface
of the earth,
the Lord is hisim name,"
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Good advice:
5:14-15 --

For leo, he whe formsx the
mountains, and creates the wind, ®
and decleards to man what is his

thought;
who makes the morning darkness,
and treads on the heights of the -~
earth--
the Lord, the God of hests, is
his name,"

5:2, (RV) - ®
"let justice roll down- like waters,
and righteousness like and ever-

flowing xkgh stream,"

Prediction of better days:
"Behold, the days are coming,
says the Lord,
"when the plowman shall overtake iﬁ

reaper
and the treader of grapes him

who sows the seed;
the mountainsl; shall drip sweet
wine, ~

and all the hils whall flow with it,

I will restore the fortunes of my
people Israel,
and they shall rebuild the ruined
cities and inhabit: them;’ ®
they shall plant vineyards and d&ink
their wine,
andtk they shall make gardens and eat
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I will plant them upon their land,
and they shall never again be
.plucked up

out of the land which I have given
them, "

says the Lord your Ged.
-






4
éI

#0
LY |

Serrions
014 Testanent

Amos : ‘ : . | {
2:6-16 o+ . !
Jen. 8. 1949 .W-M‘Wﬁ melas> TY-85)77).

Date written:

foxt: Amos 2:13 "Behold I am pressed under you as a
cart is pressed that is full of shesves." .

Theme: Pressing God Under. 5 :
Pronosition: To neglect God is 2 harmful and dengerous procedure.
Sources: "The Pook of Ls;fe." Vol. 4, pages 9-15.

Funk & Wegnalls Wew Standard Bible Bictionary, ». 803. /

Xing James Bible.
s, et for § 47
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Sermons

» The provhet Amost, whose words are our Scripture =2nd X
text, prophesied in a2 city which in form worshipped
Jehoval, but in deed and attitude neglected him.

The rich =2nd the nowerful had poverty and hope-
lessness at their doors, yet felt absolutely no
responsibility for it or to relieve it.

To this city came the shepherd A, o0s, with a
prophetic messege of werning. That messdge points
out the doom that has fallen on the cities of
Damascus, Geza, Tyre, Edom, Ammon eand Moab; and
which will fall on the twin kingoms of Pelestine,
Judeh and Isreel. He i§ meking his prophesy in
Samzria, capital of Isrsel.

Pointing out the ways in whitch Isrsel sins, he
sumg up the message of God in the words of our
text: "I am nresdmed under you, as a cart is
pressed that is full of sheaths." Then the provhecy
points out the doom that shall befell Isreel for
its sins and neglect of God.

————2+-The nessage of the-Serinture-for us.

It is to apply this messsge to our own time, Y
nation, community, church; to our &ndivthdual ‘
selves; that we went to devote ourselves here.

Truly we are neglecting God, and to do so is
both harmful and dengerous; even a&s when Amoxs
prophesied to Semaria of Isrzel. We =re pressing
God under, 2nd it is dangerous to do so.

I. Ways in which the Sameriétans were nreésﬁng God
under.

1. In their greed for weallh, they mistreated
both the poor and the righteous. "...they sold
the righteous for silver, and the poor for = pair
of shoes; that pant after the dust of the earth
on the head of the poor, and turn aside the way
of the meek..."

2. Turning to immorality in xxmxtizmf pursuit
of physical pleasure was another of the great
gins of the Sameritens. :...'zxEdand & men and
hig father will go in unto the szme meid, to »rofene

my holy name...!
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3. They profened end made light of sacred things.
",.they loy themselves down upon clothes laid to
» pledge by every altar, snd they drink the wine of
the condemned din the house of their god. .. . ye
e

\

gove the Nezeriytes wine to drink; =2nd commended

the nrovhets, ng, 'prophesy not.!'"

II. How we in the present day press God under,

1. There are those in the present day who
lay no claim whetsoever to belief in God, and who
publicly scorn him. For these, lying, cheating,
lack of mercy, killing; =211 =2re justifiable means
to desired ends. These openly not just press
God under; they deny EHim entirely.

2. Tven 28 the cart is present under = Imge
bundle of shesths of corn or hay, but because of
the bulk of the losd is hardly noticezble and
seemingly unimportent because it is so pressed under,
so there are meny who acknowledge God and His
imnortrnce, and yet who press Him under. —ITT®

grounﬂ-hgiigg;fén~%ha_nasi.n” 2t-the ﬁrgsaa%ﬂss'wt
is well to study some of the ways in which we
press God under end f2il %o oput Him first.

a. Neglect of prayer. We neglect prayer in
almost all of its aspects; and often in all:
family prayer 2t the table; personal prayer at
the bedside; public preyer =2t public "orshlp.

In so doing, we 2re pressing God under as 2
source of help =2nd confession snd =dvice.

b. We often give little time to worship;
but give top driority to socisl life; both
public and family. How often we cen't get to
church because wex were up lbete the night before
with the neighbors; or because we mustfput on
the dog for the visitlng relatives." - Are we
pressing God under.

c. We often give lip service to Christian
principles and yet at the somé time practice
cold-blooded and unchristien business practices.
One firm of which I Jnmow, h=ad 2 product much in
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demand and capable of doing much for the souls ‘
. of neonle. Yet; the sttitude of this compeny

was thet business is business; and trest the men
like dogs if they don't follow the company nolicy.
Do whetever it tekes to get the order. 1Is this
attitude —- 2 common one among meny church neople
-- one of pressing God under. 1 18

d. We often talk the necessity of education,
but give little support to the tax progranms
end to the spread of information which are
necessary to the imppoving of educstion.

own._ scheoludésﬁr:ct“tg‘tﬁf eed e

tuildings cnd—-supnorts :
the-secrifIces nece Y

@istrict; or do-we—thimk theylre-not-worth it.
—Are . we nressing -God underi-

e. In our church and sunday school interpre-
tations of Christ's teachings we have to recognize
that Christ taught the equelity of all men in the
sight of God. But yet, are we doing all powwible
to meke that equality = meality here on earth?

If not, aren't we pressing God under?

£s Not recognizing genuine Christian service
in a menner twm¥ly helpful to the servant is
pressing God under. Yet, 2ren't we often guilty
of that, &f we think it will cost 2 bit more thes
usual or will inconvenience us?

g. We often fail to give the time and money
which is necessary to make the church vital in
our comminities. In such ceases we are pressing
God under.

h. We ere ususlly slow =2bout condemning the
wrong. W recognize gembling as wrong, yet
condone it in the pinbell mechines in our
community. We recognize drinking s wrong, yet
profess to think it is a person's private coneern.
Aren't we pressing God under, in these and other
ways, when we fail courngeously to stond out
against wrong?
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T111. The threszt of punishment by Amosk was fulfilla

Amos' thrert of punishment to Sameria was not
fruitless. It is estincted by scholers thet he
nrophesied at about 760 B.C.. About 722 E.C.,

38 years later, Samaris fell to the Assyrians.
The capture took plece under the usual horrible,
merciless conditions of Oriential werfare.

To de thet this fate overcame Semaria as
o result of Amos' vpronhecy is to declare knowledgse
which we don't have. The only evidence we have
ere the facts that Amos prophesied; and the general
conditions against which he prophesied led to the
doett' of Samaria. Fpom such evidence the most
reasonable conclusion is thot Amos was imspired
by God to forewarn the city sbo that it might mend
its ways. ‘It failed to heed the prophesy, we lmow;
and we know it suffered.

IV. There is herm end denger for us today, as
there was for the Samaritans, if we press God under.

1. In neglecting prayer, we lose 2 sense of
God's presence with us. This loss tekes from us
2 brakex within a2geinst wrongz, =2nd ax guide without
toward the right.

2. Putting femily or public society prior to
worship of God graduslly brings about an sttitude
of making worship 2nd God wait on everything else
in which we are interssted.

Two brothers Wwere brought up to know the good
of church attend=nce afid of worship. They continued
their interests in the church in their esrly men-
hood, and brought their children up in the church.
Then, Just before the younger children resched
maturity, the World War II came on, =2nd the older
ones h=d to go away. One of the brothers continuved
right on with his church attend=snce, and seemed
to recelve<greet joy and hedp from it. The other
gradually dropoed out, 28 the necessity for zetting
the children fezdy for and to S.S. ceased, When
the children would come home to visit, one would
either bring them to church with him, or leave
then =t home, end he and hispife come. The
other would stay 2t home with the children.
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Each of the brothers lost 2 son in the war. The

one whé had sfayed in the active church 1life, turned
' ever more to God for comfort. The other turned

*to drink, =2nd gradually to less and less respect;

to more and more poverty. Truly, neglecting
public workkip for him was daggerous. And it is
just as dengerous —- or more so —- for a2ll who tlus
nress God under the other things that interest them.

3. The business orgenizetion previous mentioned
which believed that business was just cold-bloodéd
business, is now heving business difficulties.
Most of its top salesmen are leaving it. It is
finding that. its product 2lone is not enough to
carry it. It is having to invest its reserve in
other branches of business or go under. Not all
retnibution for such cold-blooded business comes
so fast; but in some form it is just as certain to

come. To thus press God under is deggerous.

L, The enforced "black belts"for thecolored
people throughout this country; the resentment towand
Jews; -and other evils around us can only lead to
more sirife similar to the Detroit rece riot of

| 19L0; end to more cowardice of the type displeyed
By the masked cowards of the Ku Klur Klan -- men
who. fesr to show their faces in their hellish and
lawless deeds.

The Biblical account of Pharosh and his srmy
drowninz in the Red Sea for failure to give Justice
to the Israelites is\werning to us of our foolishnes
in not precticing Christ's nrecents of love gbout
which we merely talk. The fate of the Nazis who
would ostracize and exterminate 2 rece is more
warning. The successes of the commni$ts -- however
brutal and despicable their methods -- @ﬁvdue in
large measure to their equal treatment of the
verious races and to their capitfalizing on the

fact. Can we longer keep enforced segregation

end all the injustices that necessarily go with

it? Not if we are Christian. Not without danger

to our government and our lifes.

2:16-16

5. A group of people who had been served ond
benefited by o xxihmxxpswr person in their midst
had the opportunity to express gratitude to that
person through a gift that that pebson'wanhqgﬁﬁi
Yery much and would have found very useful.
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is person had ssrved with resl Christian sscrifice

" the interests of the group who could give.the zift,

and the gift would heve en=bled the person to zive
eyen more similar service. It w_s not given because
the expense was considered too muoh; even hhough
the money to cover it wes actuelly on hend.

In not plaéing in the hands of that person a2 tocld
that would hove =2ided the usefulness, the group
vas hurting itself. In thus failing to give
strong encouragement which would help werd off
discouragement, they thre.tendd the very loss of
that person. Pressing the impulse of generosity
and the opportunity for good under is pressing
God ﬁﬁdor, and is dangerous.

6.‘In meny other ways we fail to give God his

proner piace, and suffer because of it. We read
thie headlines and the comics, the chesp novels
and magazines; but f=il to take the best of our
church literature, 2nd thus lose contact with that
for which we professedly stend end work. Ve fail
to contribute 1liberelly for migsions, and thereby
express ingratitude for the missionsry impuise
thet first Proucht Christ to our neighborhood and
to usy We fail to give personal testimonies of
Chirigt publicly and »rivetely, and theresby bring
charges of hypoerisy on ourselves and our church.
We fail to tell the unsaved of Christ, and thereby
fail to minisfer and clothe Christ Himself.

7" Failing ‘to opnose the wrong brings hernm.
We let the simpnle gembliing machines by; and find
ourselves swamped with -- and even epvroving --
sambling in the neme of charity. We never stop
to think that good can't be accomplished by wrong
mekbods. We need to remember thet India won its
freedom through the leadership of & men who like
Christ taught that only right can be won through
use of right. We must opoose wrong 2t every ssand,
or suffer the consequence of 2 flood of evil.
We take down the bars of sacredness of marriage, add
are swamped with divorces. And so it goes; only
en uncompromising stand egainst wrong can keep
us from pressing God under.

Conclusion: To neglect God is 2 hermful and
danzerous Urﬁctidt It wos for the Senarit?ns in
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