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Intentional Interim Pastor 

2010 Annual Report 

The Rev. Bill Nickels 

 

 

On 1 December I arrived in Durham to begin an Intentional Interim ministry with you.  I 

was eager to come to know you, excited by the prospect of serving with you and your 

talented staff, and ready to bring my pastoral gifts into play while shepherding Trinity 

Avenue Presbyterian Church through a critical period of transition.  Every interim 

experience offers challenges for those charged with leading congregations, and as I work 

with your leaders in the coming months, I expect that we will face our share.  Yet I am 

confident that we will be supported in our work and supplied with all the faith, patience, 

wisdom and love we will need to ensure that this church moves forward faithfully, at the 

pace it needs to travel, till it completes its interim journey, calls its next Pastor and begins 

another chapter in its life of faith and service.  

 

As I said on my first Sunday with you, congregations in your circumstances have five 

foundational tasks to undertake.  It falls to those of us who serve as Intentional Interim 

Pastors to help our churches 

 

 Come to terms with their history,  

 Discern a new mission and identity, 

 Facilitate needed shifts in leadership, 

 Strengthen ties with the denomination, and  

 Prepare for new pastoral leadership and ministry. 

 

This is the work we will be pursuing as 2011 unfolds.  It is spiritual work – work rising 

out of our engagement with God’s Spirit.  And we will carry it out in many ways and 

settings – individually and together, formally and informally, through prayer and 

conversation, in homes and at the church, during meals and in studies, in worship and at 

meetings, during training sessions and in times set aside for fellowship and play.  Your 

leaders will have a large role in facilitating this good work… this God-work.  But it will 

be an effort everyone of you can contribute to and one through which the entire TAPC 

family is likely to be enriched – for experience has shown that when a congregation does 

its interim work well, it lays a foundation for a healthy and productive ministry with the 

Pastor it eventually calls.  And that’s precisely what I hope you’ll be ready for as a result 

of our partnership during this interim. 

 

So, as we move into 2011 and the work that is before us, trusting that God seeks to bless 

TAPC and bless others through us, let us offer all we can in a faithful effort to strengthen 

this part of the body of Christ and make this interim time a fruitful time indeed.   

 

I wish you all the best in Christ. 
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Elizabeth Michael, Associate Pastor 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Often when I speak about this congregation, I tell people we are a community of people 

seeking to be faithful.  What a gift, then, to look back on 2010 and behold so many ways 

we have sought to respond to the faithfulness we know first in God. 

 

These pages are testimony to that faithfulness and to the ministry you have done.  Some 

of the work it has been my privilege to engage with you in this year includes: 

 The efforts of our newly re-formed fellowship committee to enrich our knowledge 

of and enjoyment of one another 

 A new vision for the way that we welcome visitors and integrate new members 

into our community 

 Dreams and plans for a community garden which will one day cultivate greater 

relationships within our neighborhood 

 A second year of our Christmas Market, which raised several thousand dollars to 

be given back to those in need in our community 

 A new ministry offering fresh bread as part of our communion services 

 New energy and organization in our homebound visitation program 

 Bearing witness to the resurrection of saints whose earthly lives we still mourn 

and welcoming with joy those who have passed through baptismal waters. 

 

In September, you sent me off with your prayers for two weeks in South Africa, where I 

visited and preached for the General Assembly of the Uniting Presbyterian Church of 

Southern Africa.  I am thankful for your support as I continue pursuing relationships with 

our sisters and brothers in Africa; what a privilege it was to bring them greetings on your 

behalf and to return home bearing the greetings of those who do not yet know you and 

yet pray for you.  I return to South Africa this March, eager to see what more God might 

have in store for me and for us. 

 

The kind of work I find myself engaged in day-to-day has evolved in the midst of our 

pastoral transition.  The personnel committee has been a helpful partner and you the 

congregation a gracious support as I continue to navigate my role in the midst of staff 

changes.  I continue to delight in leading in regular worship; visiting in homes and 

hospitals; supporting the work of our committees and boards; welcoming visitors and 

new members; serving as a pastor on this staff, in presbytery, and in the community; and 

meeting you for lunches and walks to discuss this life of faith we lead together.   

 

Where will God lead us in 2011?  I am eager to see.  Already I am sensing the stirrings of 

the Spirit as we as a congregation gear up not merely to call and welcome our next pastor, 

but also to discern more and more how God is calling us to be church together.  I cannot 

say too sincerely or too frequently how grateful I am for the joy and privilege of doing 

ministry alongside you. 
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2010 Annual Report 

Graham McChesney, Parish Associate 

 

 

As Parish Associate, I assist the pastors in their general pastoral ministry, including: 

 

I. Visiting parishioners in nursing or retirement homes, including Hillcrest, 

Peak (Treyburn), Carver Living Center, Carolina House, Hospice centers, 

Croasdaile, Forest at Duke, Britthaven (Hillsborough), Glenaire (Cary) 

and UniHealth Nursing Home. 

 

Visiting parishioners in hospitals, Durham Regional, Duke, UNC Chapel 

Hill and specialty hospitals. 

 

Assisting in memorial services in our sanctuary, funeral homes, and 

graveside.  Then, I generally have follow-up visits in the home of the 

spouse or family. 

 

Visiting in the homes of parishioners, especially those we call “shut-ins” 

or not in good health. 

 

II. Assisting in leading worship most Sundays of the year in the 11:00am 

service, and in the absence of one of the pastors, in the 9:00am service. 

 

III. I had the privilege of preaching once in 2010, administered the sacrament 

of baptism once, and shared officiating in one wedding ceremony. 

 

The Session’s call to this Parish Associate is for a “part-time” position; however, 

all pastoral relationships – pastor, associate pastor, interim pastor, and parish 

associate actually are 24/7. 

 

The highlight of this pastoral year was the SURPRISE “Graham Appreciation 

Day”, ordered by the session and celebrated February 14
th

 – Valentine’s Day – in 

the 11:00am worship service and a wonderful reception following.  This both 

honored and humbled me, and as stated in my “thank you note” in the March 

newsletter, I look forward to sharing our continued ministry here at Trinity 

Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
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Music Ministry 

Harry Jansen, Director of Music Ministry 

 

To my recollection, this is the first time since my beginnings at TAPC that I’ve been asked to 

write an annual music report for you, the congregation. 

 

Well. I’m happy to report that singing, ringing and making melody to the Lord continues to 

flourish at TAPC! It’s been an eventful year in our music program indeed. 

 

The Trinity Choir is truly the ‘backbone’ of our music leadership in worship, especially this past 

year! I hope you will all take a moment and recognize the solidarity they have given in music 

ministry, both throughout the year and during this time of transition at TAPC. They have grown 

in many ways – highlights include providing festival choral music for the seasons of Easter and 

Christmas, including ‘tackling’ the Cantata by Joh. Seb. Bach with orchestra in December! Their 

deep commitment to musical spirituality has moved our congregation to greater worship. 

 

In the early part of the year, the Trinity Singers high school ensemble ‘wrapped up’ this program, 

as many of our young singers all graduated to college! Their beautiful voices have added much to 

our music ministry these past few years! Hopefully, we will be able to re-initiate this program 

with more Sr. High singers in the near future. 

 

Likewise the Chapel Choir (gr.2-5) sang monthly in worship during the Spring term, it was very 

unfortunate that we were not able to present our annual Spring Musical due to my unexpected 

illness (!) Keep encouraging your kids to sing! 

 

We introduced a new children’s program in music – the Praise Kids for young children 

ages 4-6. Thanks to Sloan Nuernberger and Jenny Peters for their dual leadership in this 

program. 

 

Due to the wonderful generosity of Perry Sloan Jr. the old set of White Chapel handbells were 

traded for a new 3-octave set of Malmark Handbells, wonderful instruments indeed!  

Consequently, two new handbells choirs were created this Fall – the Trinity Ringers adult 

program and the Youth Ringers handbell program. They will continue to enrich our worship in 

the years ahead! 

 

In June a wonderful benefit concert was presented in the sanctuary with opera singers 

Jonathan Boyd and Malinda Haslett with myself as pianist – a small but enthusiastic crowd was in 

attendance. 

 

Trinity Avenue is blest with good instruments in every area: a excellent pipe organ, three 

grand pianos, two harpsichords (!!), beautiful handbells and an ‘ad hoc’ chamber orchestra (due 

to the generous Barringer Fund).  We have every resource to continue in developing our music 

program in the years ahead. My thanks to ALL of you for your participation, support and 

dedication! 
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Youth Ministries Annual Report 

Kathryn Lester, Director of Youth Ministries 

 

Y-TAP [Youth of Trinity Avenue Presbyterian] is the new name for our youth ministries 

program at TAPC. Comprised of youth from grades 6
th

 to 12
th

, we gather for weekly 

programs and Sunday morning classes. Adult volunteers serve as ministers who empower 

and support this program in a myriad of ways. 

When I was called as the Director of Youth Ministries, I followed in the footsteps 

of Carrie Finch, Nathan Peifer, and, most recently, Petra Wahnefried. With the support of 

the congregation and the energy of dedicated youth, I work to schedule events, teach 

Sunday School, support volunteers, and connect our youth ministers to the joyful, 

meaningful life of faith within the congregation of TAPC and within the city of Durham.  

Each week, the youth and adults of Y-TAP are creating stories that are fun and faithful, 

service-oriented and laughter-saturated.  

If you ask for stories of mission service, what will you hear? You’ll probably hear 

about, last July, when twenty-four youth and adults drove to Mississippi in a bus that 

rattled when it went over 50 miles per hour. You’ll hear about camping trips to 

Grandfather Mountain, afternoons at an amusement park, and lunches at Duke Park. 

If you ask for stories of fun times, what will you hear? You might hear about the 

Kick-off Pool Party at the Faculty Club last September; or Brennan and Rusty finding the 

most stations at the Corn Maze; or any middle schooler who discovered the best hiding 

space in the church during a game of flashlight tag; or all of us eating waaaay more icing 

than possibly can be healthy when we decorated over 60 cookies for Urban Ministries 

Community Café. 

If you ask for stories of faithful discussions, what will you hear? You might hear 

about when the middle schoolers took time during their November Lock-In to gather 

around candles in a dark chapel, remembering how the light of the Holy Spirit fills each 

of us.  You might hear about when high schoolers discussed the sometimes-surprising 

ways that they see God in the world. 

If you ask for stories of service, what will you hear? You might hear about when 

sixteen teenagers piled into vans at 8 am on a Saturday and gleaned sweet potatoes with 

other Durham youth groups. You might hear about our Good Neighbors Walk where we 

decided to follow the words of Jesus and meet some of our neighbors, introducing our 

selves and asking if they had any joys or concerns that we could share with the church.  

If you ask for stories of laughter, what will you hear? You might hear about the 

haunted hay ride during our High School Retreat where a mummy chased us down the 

road and the guy with the chainsaw made us all shriek—whether we admit to it or not. 

You might also hear about the White Elephant Gift Exchange when Ben got a Barbie 

video, Beth and Thomas kept stealing each other’s presents, and everyone coveted the 

light-up belt with customizable lettering. 

You might hear these stories. Or you might hear something else.  

In 2011, we are excited to make more memories and tell more stories alongside you all, 

the congregation of TAPC, the potential youth ministers of Y-TAP.  Thanks be to God. 
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TAPC Weekday School 

Lori Hardin, Director 

 

 
The purpose of the TAPC Weekday School is to provide its members and the community 

a half day preschool.  Our mission includes ensuring the 2 year olds through 5 year olds 

in our school are in an appropriate classroom setting and receiving the best possible 

education in an atmosphere of love and understanding.  The staff is dedicated to 

providing an emotionally supportive and intellectually stimulating environment for young 

children.  The school is in session from September through May, and also offers three 

weeks of summer camp. 

 
Last year our school year began in September with open houses for the students in the 

morning and an evening “Parents Only” open house to review the program with the 

director and then with the child’s teacher.  The rest of the year involved daily activities 

including alphabet instruction, number recognition, reading, painting, drawing, music, 

outdoor exercise and very important intrapersonal relationship and independence skills.  

All of the students enjoyed the new “Godly Play” with Sloan Nuernberger, the Director 

of Children’s Ministries, and “Celebrations” with Mr. Hicks, our guitar playing music 

specialist, featuring Christian children’s songs.  Our parents over the year were invited to 

school sponsored coffees, a Halloween Parade and Pizza Party, a Christmas Sing-a-long, 

our annual Spring Carnival, and an end of the year picnic at a nearby park. 

 
This past year we held several fundraisers which included “Original Works”, an art based 

fundraiser; the Scholastic Book Fair to provide new books for each classroom; a bike-a-

thon to help pay for playground improvements; and a group of parents ran or walked in 

the “Great Human Race” to raise money and community awareness of our fine preschool. 

 
One of the very exciting opportunities the preschool had was sharing this wonderful 

church with children and their families from around the world. Trinity Avenue 

Presbyterian Church shared its special atmosphere of joy and peace with families from 

Japan, India, China, Somalia, Chile, and Tanzania (just to name a few).  

 
The preschool is governed by the TAPC Weekday School Board.  Last year’s chairman 

was Stephanie Riley.  This year the torch was passed to Anne Lockwood.  Other 

members include Sloan Nuernberger, Teresa Roberts, Laura Garrett, Kristen Shattuck, 

Eleanor Richardson, and Lori Hardin. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  

Sloan Nuernberger, Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

Children’s Ministry Team meets the first Wednesday of each month to organize and plan 

activities that foster spiritual growth in our children.  The activities include Sunday 

school and children’s church, fellowship times, vacation bible school and outreach 

projects.  Members of CMT are Joanna Hall, Amey Hendriks, Caroline Armacost, 

Stephanie Riley, Ashlee Smart, Dawn Wilcox, Jenny West, Corlis Wood, and Sloan 

Nuernberger. 

 

This year, CMT added Godly Play to our children’s worship time.  Godly Play is a 

method of teaching biblical stories through interactive play, storytelling, and active 

participation.  Godly Play was created by an Episcopalian priest and has been used in 

classrooms for 25 years.  Children experience Godly Play during children’s church time 

and the Sunday school hour.  A typical lesson involves hearing a story, reflecting on the 

story through wondering questions, and responding to the story either through art or 

manipulating the figures to retell the story. 

 

Outreach is an important component of children’s ministries. Through bake sales and 

casserole sales, we raised $1500 for Scarborough Nursery School last year.  Our children 

made Valentine goodie bags for the children at the daycare center.  At the Easter egg 

hunt, we collected and donated outdoor toys to the center.  This fall, we collected food 

items for EK Powe’s backpack food program.  A goal of CMT is to teach our children 

that as followers of Christ, we help one another. 

 

CMT is always looking for congregation members to become more involved with our 

children.  Possible ways you could help are leading music with a small group of children, 

helping in the nursery during worship time, teaching a Sunday school class, becoming a 

Godly Play storyteller, helping with Vacation Bible School in the summer, or serving on 

CMT.  If any of these opportunities interest you or if you’d like to find other ways to get 

involved, please see a CMT member. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-7- 

 

 

 



 

Session Annual Report 

Len Stockburger, Clerk of Session 

 

 

At Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church, the Session promotes the church’s 

mission and manages the church’s resources and facilities through committees that address 

administration, worship, outreach, and Christian education. In December 2009 the 

congregation voted to change the numbers of elders and deacons in each class from 7 to 5 

starting with the election of 2010. The current elders are: 

The Session consists of three classes of elders; Session members serve three-year 

terms. Members of the congregation are nominated to be ordained as elders and to serve on 

the Session as described in the Procedures of the Nominating Committee in the Church’s 

Administrative manual. 

 

                 The Session strives to people their committees with members that will 

represent all the varying interests of the congregation and recruits members to serve on 

committees for which they may have a particular interest or expertise. 
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Class of 2011 Class of 2012 Class of 2013 
Richard Arnold Mark Ahrendsen Deirdre Gordon 

Tom Carstens Jim Elkins Jim Kinney 

Lloydette Hoof Rick Freeman Ann Kirkland 

Al Joyner Anders Hall Leslie Lobaugh 

Allison Haltom McClay Chris Perry Judy Wooden 

Lynette Williams Jim Petrea  

Corlis Wood Bridgett Ray  



 

2010 Statistical Report 
 Baptisms (7)   Age Distribution of Members 2010    

Calista Alexandria Steele  25 and under 183    

 Ian Gray Phillips  26-45 114    

Kinsey Elizabeth Ross  46-55 102    

Natalier Connard Blanton  56-65 194    

Wyatt Hendris  over 65 106    

Ella Garrett  Total   700    

Stella Jernigan        

Ahmad Hariri (adult)  Average attendance 275    

         

Marriages (6)  Christian Education    

Gerald Belton & Angela Parham 5/22/10  birth to 3 30    

                  Mike Allen & June Stone 6/27/10  Age 4 18    

Julie Clodfelter &Tallman Trash 7/4/10  kindergarten 11    

Amber Deering & Gray West8/28/10  grade 1 8    

Amanda Takla & Lee Cantrell 4/16/10  grade 2 7    

Ashley Ray & Kevin Utz, 12/31/10  grade 3 9    

   grade 4 6    

New members (11)  grade 5 8    

Jean Findlay  grade 6 6    

Gerald & Cheryl Jones  grade 7 3    

Melissa Cox (daughter Nina)  grade 8 3    

Murray and Melissa Gibson  grade 9 7    

Ken & Cindy Martin,  grade 10 5    

Amanda Takla  grade 11 8    

Bud Whitmeyer  grade 12 2    

Rebecca Merrill (daughter Natalie)  young adults 25    

Veronica Eustice  over 25 50    

Ahmad Hariri  teachers 25    

Anna Craig  Total CE 231    
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Statistical Report (Cont.) 

 

 

         

Transfers to other churches (10)        

Kelly & Dana Hearnsberger +2 
children        

Nathan & Caroline Peifer        

Gerald & Cheryl Jones    Beginning    

Erin McCain & Kirk Huskage  Membership 
 Active 

Membership gain loss 

Betty & Henry Halboth    710    

   
profession of faith, 

reaffirmation  8   

Deaths (11)  certificate of transfer  3 8 

Jim Foster 1/29/10  other   2 

Elizabeth Boyd 2/1/10  certificate losses     

Carol Withers 3/13/10  deaths   11 

Otis George 3/14/10  other     

Duncan Cuyler 5/3/10  inactive  12     

Marvin Waters 5/31/10  Total Active membership  700    

Lee Bryan 8/31/10        

Sandy Tuthill 9/7/10  Affilate members 3    

Frank Barr 9/15/10        

Etheline Cupp 10/14/10        

Bob Pope 12/25/10           

 

 

Interim Pastor Search Committee 

Jim Kinney, Chairman 

 

  When our pastor of a little over 12 years, Rev, Donovan Drake, 

accepted a call from Westminster Presbyterian Church in Nashville, TN, we 

were faced with the challenge of finding new senior leadership for the 

church. Our New Hope Presbytery Executive, Barbara Campbell Davis, met 

with the Session, and proposed a two step process for interim pastor 

leadership. The first step was to find a Temporary Interim Pastor who would 

be available immediately for a period of three months, and during that time, 

we could then conduct a more encompassing search for a longer term 

Interim Pastor. 

 

 

  The Nominating Committee proposed a Temporary Interim Pastor 

Search Committee to the Session, and four persons wee appointed to the 

Committee; Jim Kinney, Chairman, Anders Hall, Judy Wooden, and Corliss 

Wood.  
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Interim Search (Cont.) 

 

The Committee was given two candidates from the New Hope Presbytery, 

and interviewed both candidates. We quickly selected Rev. Ron 

McMenamin to serve in this temporary role, from Sept.1 to November 30. 

Ron, and his wife JoAnne, were a delightful addition to our church, and 

Ron’s service to our church over the three months was invaluable in 

providing stability and confidence in our future. 

  A second Committee was appointed by the Session shortly after 

Rev. McMenamin was called. The members included Jim Kinney, 

Chairman, Mary Martin, Chris Perry, Leslie Lobaugh, Rich Brown, Alicia 

Butler and Christina Daniels-Freeman. The Committee carefully prepared 

our Church Information Form (CIF), and once approved, submitted it to the 

Presbyterian Church (USA) for inclusion in the Connect database, a facility 

for finding new staff. We immediately began to receive Pastor Information 

Forms (PIF) from across the country, and a number were sent directly to us 

by self-referral. In total we received 9 applications from the  

Connect database and another 8 applications by personal referral. We 

narrowed our search to two individuals, interviewed them both, and invited 

Rev. Bill Nickels to be our Interim Pastor for the next year after approval by 

the New Hope Presbytery Council on Ministry. We are delighted in Bill’s 

acceptance of our Call, and we look forward to a transition year under his 

leadership. 

  Bill has described the five steps that he will lead us to accomplish 

over this interim period elsewhere in this report. When we complete our 

Mission Study and believe ourselves prepared to search for a Pastor, we will 

ask our Nominating Committee to select a Pastor Nominating Committee 

(PNC). The Session will ask the congregation for their authority to begin the 

search and after approval by the New Hope Council on Ministry, the search 

activities will begin. Similar to our search for the Interim Pastor, the 

Committee will first complete the Church Information Form (CIF) . This 

multi-page document will be the descriptive information that potential 

candidates will review.  

  The process is likely to be lengthy, and the prayers of our 

congregation will strengthen and guide the Committee. One of their primary 

responsibilities will be to keep the congregation informed as they conduct 

their search. Once a candidate is invited, after approval by the Council on 

Ministry, the congregation will be asked to approve the Call to the new 

pastor. 

  There are many steps to be completed before a new pastor is 

called, but each step is important in defining our future and preparing us to 

continue in God’s service.. Keep TAPC in your prayers! 
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Personnel Committee 

Jim Kinney, Chairman 

 

 The Personnel Committee is appointed by the Session to create and 

maintain a healthy and meaningful workplace for all church staff 

employees. In carrying out its responsibilities, the Committee creates and 

recommends to the Session position descriptions for all the staff, 

personnel policies dealing with employment, compensation, benefits and 

work processes. It acts as a support group for the pastor and members of 

the staff, and encourages professional growth and development for all 

positions. 

 

 During this past year, the Committee has met with each member of 

our professional staff to learn of their objectives and goals, and to respond 

to their concerns. We have increased the frequency of these reviews to 

help establish priorities and support during this time of transition. We 

assisted the Youth Ministries Search Committee, and confirmed the 

position description, offer letter and compensation package for that 

position. We participated in receptions for the Drake family, and the 

welcome reception for Bill Nickels. 

 

 We prepared and submitted the compensation plan for church staff 

in the 2011 Budget, and proposed the Christmas Gift awards to the staff 

for Session approval. 

 

 In 2011, we have begun a broad review of position descriptions, 

personal performance plans and a review process. We will also be 

updating personnel policies, and reviewing staff structure. The Committee 

will  be mindful of our church efforts to discern a new mission, and to 

determine how our staff may best be organized to support the church in 

carrying out this mission. 

 

 Members of the Personnel Committee include Tom Carstens, Vice 

Chairman, Jane Robinson, Randy Ray, Meg Richards and Deirdre Arnold. 

Our pastor serves as an ex-officio member of the Committee.  

 

 We treasure our wonderful church staff and are privileged to play a 

role in creating for them a meaningful work experience. 
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Finance Committee 

Chris Perry, Chairman 

 

The TAPC Finance Committee is composed of fifteen members, each of whom serves or 

has served the church in at least one of the following capacities: Elder, Chair of a church 

operating committee, or Treasurer of the church.  The members of the committee for 

2011 are :Chris Perry, Chair; Phil Hutchings, Vice-Chair; Len Stockburger, Scribe; Rich 

Arnold, TAPC Treasurer;  Jim Elkins, John Faulkenbury, Rick Freeman, Anders Hall, 

Wade Johnson, Jim Kinney, Jim Petrea, Bridgett Ray, Bill Ross, Susan Ross, and Jim 

Vanderweide. 

 

The Finance Committee’s responsibilities include proposing the operating budget, 

monitoring actual fiscal activity in relation to the approved budget, and insuring proper 

controls for the safeguarding of the church’s assets.  The 

committee plans to meet at least six times in year 2011. 
 

Annual Report of the Stewardship Committee 

Anders Hall, Chairman 

 

Stewardship is what we all do to take good care of our resources – the 

time, talents and treasures that each person brings to TAPC.  While the 

Stewardship Committee does promote all aspects of stewardship, our 

primary goal is to collect and manage the pledges of financial support that are the major 

component of our annual funding.  This year’s results compared with last year’s are: 

 

 Last year: For 2010, we received 201 pledges totaling $791,000 ($3,935 average) 

 This year: For 2011, we received 185 pledges totaling $725,000 ($3,917 average) 

 

Considering the economic weakness, the congregation has been incredibly generous – even many 

of those with financial difficulties have made smaller yet significant contributions to our beloved 

community.  Thank you; thank you. 

 

Unfortunately, we did experience a decline in both the number and aggregate amount of pledges 

year-over-year.  The Stewardship Committee made follow-up phone calls to members of the 

congregation who pledged in 2009 and/or 2010 but did not make a pledge for 2011.  Based on the 

feedback accumulated from those conversations, the two key issues behind the decline in pledged 

income seemed to be a combination of general economic unease and general uncertainty as we 

“round the corner together” following Donovan’s departure from TAPC. 
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Stewardship (Cont.) 

 

Last year we operated 2010 with an expense budget of approximately $998,000 to cover all of the 

things that are necessary to operate the church. The balance between the expense budget and 

pledged income came from non-pledged contributions and our endowment funds.  In 2011, we 

expect the church’s costs to be higher in most sectors and income from the endowment to be less, 

due to a very low interest rate environment. 

 

Because pledged income was lower for 2011 than for the previous year, TAPC’s budget for the 

year is lower as well.  TAPC’s most important contributions are to outreach and benevolence – 

the things that truly define TAPC in the community.  And in this economy, our community needs 

our financial assistance the most.  Our church does raise additional funds that we do not reflect in 

the annual operating budget including Neighborhood Outreach and Habitat for Humanity, but we 

want to do more.  There is always room to do more. 

 

If you have not yet submitted a pledge to the church office, it isn’t too late to do so.  And as we 

use our change in pastoral leadership as a time to reflect on TAPC’s mission, fellowship, and 

faith, please also gives some thought to what kind of a church we want to be a decade from now.  

Much of our future will benefit from who and what we are today, and much will result from what 

we choose to be in the next year as we reconsider our mission and discern what God is 

challenging us to accomplish.  Please keep your hearts open as you contemplate your financial 

commitment for 2012, and feel free to contact any members of the Stewardship Committee with 

any questions about next year’s stewardship campaign. 

 

 

Committee: Allison Haltom, Tom Hadzor, Anders Hall, Jim Kinney, Arthur Rogers, Susan Ross 

 
Financial Report 

 

 The 2010 budget year was difficult for the church in that pledged income was 

significantly under budget as the economic downturn affected some of our families. 

Total income for the year was $982,000 compared to a planned income of $1,004,000. 

Fortunately, we were able to manage expenses to $895,000 for the year compared to a 

budgeted amount of $999,000, and the year ended with a healthy operating balance of 

$227,000. 

 The exhibits below illustrate our sources of income, and the categories of expense 

in our 2010 actual figures. 
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Finance (Cont.) 

 

 

 Our Endowment Fund interest provided $25,653, some directed toward 

designated gifts and other amounts to offset operating expense. For example, the Bennett 

Fund provided $6826 to House and Grounds for repairs and equipment purchases. A 

listing of our Endowment Fund appears later in this report.  

 

The Capital Fund continues to reflect the remaining balance of $569,000 from our 

construction project that was completed in 2006. Payments against Capital Fund pledges 

resulted in a $90,000 reduction in our loan balance in 2010. The interest expense 

associated with the loan amounts to $40,000 in our 2011 Budget. 

As was described in the Stewardship Report, our Stewardship campaign resulted in 2011 

pledges of $725,000, compared to $791,000 in 2011. Our projected total income is 2% 

below last year, and we have reduced our budget accordingly 

 

 

We are blessed as a church to continue to have the financial resources and support of our 

congregation to do God’s work in this place. 
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House and Grounds Committee 

Jim Petrea,Chairman 

The House and Grounds committee reports into the Session with responsibility for 

ensuring the maintenance and improvements of the physical campus are carried out in a 

cost efficient manner. The H & G budget is the second largest expense line item behind 

Salaries and benefits. It has responsibility to the Congregation to ensure we provide a 

safe, comfortable, and aesthetically pleasing environment for all of us to best utilize our 

facilities.  

House and Grounds manages all service contracts such as cleaning, HVAC, 

security monitoring, lawn care, instrument maintenance, and computer maintenance. It is 

also responsible for the insurance policy and the risk management items that allow us to 

retain the lowest possible insurance premiums. It establishes a maintenance checklist for 

ensuring the timeliness and effectiveness of all required items. It is responsible for 

identifying necessary capital projects and prioritizing them in order to best operate within 

the budget. The Committee also provides many of the maintenance functions through our 

utilization of our part-time Building Manager, organization of periodic work days, as well 

as a volunteer Wednesday work group.  

Significant projects completed over the last year included: 

 The addition of exhaust fans and insulation to the Sanctuary attic to 

improve energy efficiency - Contractor 

 The refurbishment of the Sanctuary Guild room and adjacent area to 

include adding  a dropped ceiling – In house  

 Refinishing the wrought iron hand rails with a significantly longer lasting 

powder coat finish - Contractor & in house 

 Improving plumbing routing and outside drainage management to reduce 

the chance of floods in the basement - Contractor 

 Rebuilt boxing around boiler return pipe for the full length of the 

basement - In-house 

 Added increased outside lighting to improve security – Contractor 

 Added sound system to the Chapel with speakers extending to the nursery 

– Contractor 

Committee Members: 

Jim Petrea – Chair 

Martin Davis – Building Manager 

Bill Telford 

Al Joyner 

Bill Medley 

Lisa Drummond 

Wade Johnson 

John Faulkenbury 

Dan Richards 

Phil Hutchings 

Len Stockburger 

David Thaxton 
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Ministries of the Diaconate 

Chair:  Mary Gunderson 

 

As set forth in THE BOOK OF ORDER, the role of the deacon is “one of sympathy, 

witness, and service after the example of Jesus Christ.”  Thus, the deacons of TAPC seek 

to bring comfort and joy to others through the various ministries of the Diaconate. 

Major ministries of the Diaconate include: 
1. Fellowship – providing opportunities for fun and Christian fellowship through regular 

and varied events that appeal to members of various ages and with varied personal 

interests 

2. Home Communion – extending the sacrament of Holy Communion to those who are not 

able to attend regular worship services 

3. Congregational Care – providing supporting to members through home visits, hospital 

visits, nursing home visits, a card ministry, and a casserole ministry 

4. Bereavement – offering comfort to grieving families by providing a church-sponsored 

reception 

Additional reports offer more information on each of these four ministries. 

Deacons also sponsor Bread Visits for 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 time visitors to TAPC.  Arland Eyl is the 

chair for this committee.  If you would like to bake bread or to deliver bread to visitors, 

then please contact Arland Eyl at 382-8301 or arland.eyl@gmail.com. 

Deacons also recruit and schedule ushers/greeters for the 11:00 worship service.  If you 

would like to be an usher/greeter for the 11:00 service, please contact Mary Gunderson at 

933-5570 or mcg27517@earthink.net. 

Finally, Deacons assist with ongoing special events at TAPC such as preparing the annual 

Easter Sunday reception and putting up and taking down the Chrismon tree.  Volunteers 

are always welcome!  Please contact Mary Gunderson if you would like to participate in 

any of the ministries of the Diaconate. 
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Fellowship Committee 

Chair:  Frederique Yova 

 

To discover and nourish the ties that bind us, the Fellowship Committee plans recurring 

events throughout the year.  Inspired by members’ interests, the church season or simply 

a good idea, activities are designed to gather those of all ages and create space for 

congregation members to get to know one another.  

During the past year, the fellowship committee has sponsored: 

- Monthly events: every month, members of the church are invited to a special 

event, such as Breaking the Bread / 8x8 dinners, Game Night, Durham Bulls 

game, a summer picnic at Jordan Lake, or visit to the Art museum in Raleigh. 

- Fellowship time after worship service: the fourth Sunday of the month, goodies 

and drinks are provided after both the 9 am and 11 am services 

- Bios: four bios of TAPC members are included in the monthly newsletter, to help 

the TAPC members know one another better 

 

The members of the fellowship committee include Stuart Albright, Kelly Warnock, Dan 

Morgan, Bert Wolfe, Nancy Cartens, Cindy Kinney, and Richard Brown. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with Fellowship activities, please contact 

Frederique Yova at 471-8882 or fyova@nc.rr.com. 
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Home Communion Ministry 

Chair:  Anne Rice 

 

The Home Communion ministry of TAPC extends the Table of our Lord to those who are 

unable to attend Sunday worship services by offering Holy Communion to them where 

they are, whether it be at home, a residential care facility, or a hospital.    

 

Home Communion is served quarterly (typically on the first Sunday of the quarter) by 

deacons, elders, and pastors who volunteer for this ministry opportunity.  They meet 

immediately after the 11:00 worship service for a lunch meal, this year lovingly prepared 

and served by Marian Wright and Martha Aitken.  Following a brief meeting and prayer, 

the servers then set out—duly equipped with elements of communion and information 

they need for carrying out their ministry for the day.   

 

A vital part of the Home Communion ministry is the one-on-one contacts among those 

who serve and those who receive the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Working in teams 

of two each, the servers first visit with those who will receive communion, listening 

especially for any concerns, needs, or prayer requests as well as joys.  They then share 

the Scripture of the morning worship service and a summary of the message of the day.  

Following this time of worship, they all share in Holy Communion--including any family, 

friends, or caregivers who wish—and conclude with prayer.   All are blessed by a spirit of 

love and connection—many expressions of appreciation both spoken and unspoken.  

Especially vocal are the thanks of those receiving Home Communion for being 

remembered by and included with the congregation at TAPC. 

 

During 2010 the following have participated in the Home Communion ministry, serving 

communion to 39 persons:   Mark Ahrendsen, Stu Albright, Judi Bishop, Tom Carstens, 

Phyllis Clements, Donovan Drake, Steve Edwards, Arland Eyl, Kathy Ferguson, Mary 

Gunderson, Lloydette Hoof, Cindy Kinney, Jim Kinney, JoAnn McMenamin, Ron 

McMenamin, Elizabeth Michael, Bill Wicker, Lynette Williams, Bert Wolf, Corlis 

Wood, Howard Wood, Marian Wright, and Anne Rice. 

 

If you or someone you know would like to be a part of the Home Communion ministry, 

please contact Anne Rice, the coordinator for Home Communion, or Elizabeth Michael.  

Anne can be reached by phoning 919.383.9141 or emailing annerice@mindspring.com.   
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2010 Annual Report for Congregational Care 
Chair:  Martha Aitken 
 
The focus of Congregational Care, as its name implies, is on the care of our congregation.  There 
are a number of groups within this overall committee whose goals are to love and support our 
members in various ways.  The different groups are 1) nursing home visitation group, 2) card 
ministry group 3) hospital visitation group, 4) casserole group and 5) homebound visitation 
group.  Marshall Clements oversees both the hospital visitation and homebound visitation 
group, Phyllis Clements oversees the casserole group, and Martha Aitken oversees the nursing 
home visitation group and card ministry group. 
 
During the past year, the nursing home visitation group has met to make sure each nursing 
home resident is being visited on a regular basis with some members creating memory books 
for the resident they are visiting.  The goal of creating the books is to reminisce and record 
special memories and experiences for the resident but the overall purpose of this committee is 
to spend time together with our nursing home members.  The members of this group include:  
Jenni Albright, Judi Bishop, Marshall Clements, Jane Eakle, Steve Edwards, Arland Eyl, Julie Fann,  
Marie Grauerholz, Dutton Moore, Anne Rice, Carol Shepard,  and Kelly Warnock and Judy 
Wooden. 
 
The card ministry group has met to make sure homebound members are receiving cards on a 
regular basis as well as members who are experiencing acute difficulties.  They plan to meet 
from time to time to enjoy getting to know each other while making homemade cards to send.  
These members include: 
Pattie Boyce, Anne Carpenter, Phyllis Clements, Lisa Drummond, Marie Grauerholz, Mary 
Gunderson, Cindy Kinney, Suzy Ward, Peggy Waters and Bert Wolf. 
 
The casserole group prepares meals for families experiencing a crisis or needing temporary 
assistance with meal preparation.  Many members of the congregation have prepared countless 
casseroles, salads, vegetables and desserts as an expression of TAPC’s love for its members.  
Phyllis Clements coordinates the calendar for meal preparation and delivery. 
 
The homebound and hospital visitation groups seek to bring comfort to those members who are 
either hospitalized or homebound.  This group offers earthly reassurance that, in Christ, we are 
never alone or forgotten.  Marshall Clements coordinates the visitation schedule. 
 
If you can help to provide love and support to members in need through any or all of these 
congregational care opportunities, then please contact : 
Martha Aitken at 479-1290 or martaitken@aol.com 
Phyllis Clements at 245-0108 or pcdclem@gmail.com 
Marshall Clements at 245-0108 or blobtop@gmail.com 
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2010 Annual Report for Bereavement 

Chair:  Mandy Barringer 

 

The purpose of the bereavement committee is to provide love and support by offering 

food and a place of reception for bereaved families of church members.  Generally, 

bereavement committee members are called upon by the Pastor or Associate Pastor with 

wishes from the bereaved families.  At this point, committee members will call members 

of the church who were close to the deceased member or our rotating list of volunteers to 

see if they would like to provide food for the reception. The committee often receives 

calls or emails from church members who want to assist with time or food.  Bereavement 

committee members arrange for the purchase of any remaining food/drink to be paid 

from the church budget.  Suitable table arrangements are provided along with assistance 

in serving the meal.  Cleaning detail for the fellowship hall and kitchen are provided.  

Generally, the remaining food is then packed up and sent with the bereaved family 

members.  

The bereavement committee will provide food for the families of deceased church 

members.  Exceptions to this policy will be left to the discretion of the pastors.  

The bereavement committee hopes to bring a time of healing fellowship to each family as 

many share loving memories throughout the reception.  Our main purpose is to extend 

support to the family and to offer prayers of consolation. 

If you can prepare food and/or help with set-up or clean-up for a bereavement reception, 

then please contact Mandy Barringer at 620-0331 or amandabarringer@aol.com. Or 

Cindy Kinney ar 477-4229 or SeeKinney@aol.com. 

 

 

Shawl Ministry 

Victoria Herring 

 
The TAPC Prayer Shawl Ministry coordinates the efforts of knitters and 
crocheters in our congregation to provide shawls and lap blankets to those 
among us in need of a little extra care and comfort. In 2010, we expanded the 
scope of the ministry to include knitting and crocheting baby blankets for our 
newborns and shawls for their mothers. Volunteers work at their own pace and 
knit or crochet patterns of their own choosing, donating finished items as often 
(or seldom) as it suits them. In 2010, 25 shawls and 4 baby blankets were 
delivered to members of our family of faith; they were the loving and prayerful 
work of thirteen different volunteers. This work is supported by contributions to a 
fund for the ministry to buy yarn; knitters and crocheters interested in 
participating in this ministry should contact Victoria Herring (vaherring@nc.rr.com 
or 419-0395) or look for information on the volunteer table. 
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Outreach Committee 

Steve Yova, Chairman 

Outreach Committee Members: Joanne Anderson, Cathy Cates, 

Arland Eyl, Art Ferguson, Ann Kirkland, Cathy Perry, Len 

Stockburger, Barbara Vandewoestine, Bert Wolf, Corlis Wood, 

Steve Yova and TAPC Staff representative - Elizabeth Michael, 

An annual report of the outreach efforts of the congregation at TAPC is difficult to 

compile in its entirety – because so many of us are out in the community performing functions and 

tasks and/or donating resources that are independent of any organized reporting.  A veritable herd of 

do-gooder cats.  This is a wonderful thought!  I invite you to ponder this – but not while reading this 

report.  By all means, keep up the good work! 

Outreach sees as its mission to reach out in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ to 

causes deemed worthy in our community, state, country and world, using the generous – yet 

limited resources we have been blessed to spread. 

We have fed many growling stomachs through our work preparing and serving delicious and 

nutritious meals at the Urban Ministries’ community kitchen as well as through the donations of 

food and resources that provided food to families and individuals in need through several food 

banks and pantry services – one of which even made food available by filling kids backpacks on 

Fridays for weekend meals.  We also offered “take out” through our donations to Meals on 

Wheels. 

We have “built” our relationship with Habitat for Humanity, both through donations and 

participating in local building projects, the next of which will begin around a month from now. A 

committed group in our church drove nails and otherwise provided Carpenter’s Assistance - 

reaching both in to our church family and out to our community by working on projects that 

needed to be done for those who could not do them.  As we have since the hurricane struck, we 

also sent teams of men and women on rebuilding trips to the Katrina Zone, further assisting with 

the commitment of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Team to help rebuild the area. 

We went to school through work and assistance to Presbyterian Campus ministries at both Duke 

and NCCU.   

We went around the world with the Harvey’s mission to both Singapore and the UK and the 

Collins family mission in Thailand. 

We bled - giving nearly 100 pints of blood in 2010 (according to ARC, each pint saves 3 lives!). 

We celebrated Christmas – by donating nearly $8,000 to the variety of charities supported by 

the Gifts Become Blessings Christmas Market. 

 

This is just a sample of what was done in 2010.  Our Outreach team tries to identify 

where the spirit is working through the efforts of one of our congregants – and we join in.  If you 

have been prayerfully led to a ministry or cause, I invite you to either inform me of your concern or 

present it to us.  We may be able to help it become our TAPC community effort.  Otherwise, 

prayerfully consider joining an existing Outreach effort by looking at the Ministry Table in the Carr 

Narthex, contacting a member of our team or join us! 
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Garden Committee  

Sarah Musser 
Last spring, a steering committee formed to explore the possibility of developing a 

community garden at TAPC.  Members of the committee include Dana Campbell, 

Lloydette Hoof, John and Sue Kadwell, Mary Martin, Elizabeth Michael (staff), and 

Sarah Musser.  

Like a healthy garden, our committee has been careful to cultivate good ground upon 

which to build.  After a series of meetings early last year with interested church members, 

the committee concluded that the church was feeling called to organize the garden 

communally, rather than with an individual-plot approach.  With this in mind, we have 

composed a mission statement, and, with the help of Michele Maxwell, we have a 

tentative design for the space, located in the grass lawn between the church and the 

playground, behind the walkway to the weekday school.   We have met with members of 

Trinity Park neighborhood about potential neighborhood involvement, and, through Duke 

students working with the Durham Nativity School, have met with Durham Nativity 

School administrators about the possibility of involving students in the life and work of 

the garden.   Through the Duke students, we have also been in conversation with Jeff 

Ensminger of NEEM, a local environmental nonprofit that installs community gardens. 

We are still in the information-gathering phase of our work.  We are thrilled by the idea 

of establishing a ministry of hospitality, outreach, and education through a community 

garden, but we are intentional about creating a solid plan in order to gather broad church 

support for such a project before approaching the Session for permission to move forward 

with this ministry.   
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Visitor and New Member Ministry 

Catherine Wilson, Chairman  

 
Trinity Avenue Presbyterian strives to be a community of discipleship, witness, and mission, and 

each of those endeavors grows out of our life of worship.  Our worship and church life is 

certainly enhanced by the presence of visitors.  The church family is a kinetic body through the 

joining of new members, and we are strengthened as a church as new members become rooted 

and grounded in church life. In 2010, we received eleven new members. 

The Visitor and New Member Ministry committee seeks to explore how the church can:  

 extend genuine hospitality to all visitors 

 educate individuals that may be interested in joining in the life of the church through 

formal membership 

 provide a meaningful new member program that fosters building of relationships between 

potential members and existing members, communicates the mission of TAPC, and 

explores possibilities for discipleship, witness, and growth  

 assist new members in finding opportunities to use their gifts and talents to the glory of 

God in the ministry of TAPC and as a disciple of Christ in the world 

On a weekly basis, friendship pads provide information about visitors. For those that chose to 

leave their address, we send a short, hand-written note of welcome in the mail. Representatives 

from the diaconate provide ‘bread visits’ for second time visitors.  At several points during the 

church year, we invite regular visitors to share a meal with pastors and members.  This informal 

time of fellowship allows church leadership and this committee to get to know visitors better, and 

gives visitors a chance to learn more about the church.  For those considering formally joining the 

church, information about that process is shared.   

A new member class has been scheduled for February 2011.  This process will occur over three 

consecutive Sundays during the church school hour; while attendance to these sessions is 

recommended, it is not mandatory for joining.  The first two Sundays will be educational sessions 

and the third will be a fellowship brunch.  The educational sessions, lead by our ministers, will 

focus first on ‘What it means to be a Presbyterian’ and second will provide a discussion on life 

and discipleship at TAPC.  Established members are welcomed to attend these educational 

sessions.  We also invite all members to meet, greet, and welcome new members during a brunch 

that precedes new members joining during 11:00 worship on February 27th.    

In the coming year, we hope to have a gathering of individuals that have joined in the past two 

years. This ‘Newest Members’ event will provide a time of reflection on the process of transition 

from visitor to new member help inform the future of this ministry.  

Visitor and New Member Ministry is lead by Catherine and Fletcher Wilson.  2011 will be the 

first full year that we stand at the helm of these initiatives for the church, and we invite anyone 

interested in joining these efforts (assisting with the new member program or fellowship events, 

providing feedback and insight about your own experiences with this process) to contact us 

(cmalexander4@gmail.com).  We also encourage all church members to extend welcome to those 

worshiping with you, especially faces that are unfamiliar to you.  You likely may meet another 

member that you do not yet know, and you will also experience the opportunity to be the first 

personal sign of welcome from the TAPC family.    

 

Hebrews 13:1-2- Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by 

doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 
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Adult Christian Education Committee 
Bill Waddell, Committee Chair 
The Adult Christian Education Committee, sometimes shortened to “Adult Ed”, meets 
each month to discuss, organize, develop, and oversee opportunities for the adult 
members of our church to nurture their faith journeys. Current members of our 
committee are: Bill Waddell (Chair), Ann Kirkland (interim Session liaison) Elizabeth 
Michael (staff), Lisa Drummond, Tom Berry, Kay Williams, Gerald Belton, Neal 
Fann and Susan Ferguson. 
 Annual recurring activities of the Committee include: 

Review and recommendation of Sunday School curricula and teachers to the session 

Providing input to the annual budget development process as relates to Committee 
line items 

Organizing special topics classes throughout the year, including an alternative class 
during the summer months 

Coordinating speakers & programs for Wednesday Night Light 

Inviting contributions for, organizing and publishing an Advent Devotional 

Providing organizational and personnel support for the kick-off celebration at the 
beginning of each Sunday School year 
Other than the annual recurring activities described above, during 2010 the Adult 
Christian Education Committee organized and facilitated: 

The Disciple Bible study series canvassing the majority of the Bible – one led by 
Donovan Drake and the other led by Elizabeth Michael 

The Bible study series, “Manna and Mercy” – Led by Sarah Musser and Elizabeth 
Michael 

A special study of the book of Romans utilizing the Disciple Bible study in-depth 
series– Led by Jim Kinney 
We are developing two new programs for 2011. The first is a series of classes providing 
insight, understanding and concrete methods of planning for and dealing with End of 
Life Care for our loved ones and for each other. The second is an advanced topics study 
and practice of Centering Prayer and the ways in which it can be a vital method for 
healing the effects of the human condition. We have also recognized the congregation’s 
enjoyment and use of the annual Advent Devotional. This year we are planning to 
engage the congregation and Durham faith community as we develop a Lenten 
devotional. 
We recognize that the members of our particular faith community at Trinity Avenue 
come from a wide variety of denominational backgrounds and experiences, including 
members new to the faith without a prior church experience. In name we are the Adult 
Christian Education Committee. In action we are the Adult Christian Education, 
Formation and Growth Committee. We work to facilitate and ensure the provision of 
programs and methods that provide opportunities to further the education, formation 
and growth of our congregation 
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Presbyterian Women  

Charlene Foley, Moderator 

Suzy Ward, Historian 

 

  The PW year in our church is divided differently from the calendar year.  

New officers and Circle moderators serve from June through May.  Graham McChesney 

installed and commissioned our Coordinating Team at our June meeting, with a lunch 

prepared by outgoing Moderator, Marian Wright.  Members of the Coordinating Teams 

for the two parts of 2010 are below: 

 

 

    January – May    June – December 

 

 Moderator  Marian Wright    Charlene Foley 

 Vice Moderator Marion Pierce  

     (Immediate Past 

       Moderator/Missions) 

 Secretary  Susie Gilbert    Suzy Ward 

 Treasurer  Judy Snyder    Suzanne Freeman 

 Historian  Charlene Foley   Suzy Ward 

 Nominating  Gerda Medley    Marie Grauerholz 

 Friendship Circle Carol Van Hise   Sally Adkin 

 Fellowship and Study   

 Circle              Helen Idol    Helen Idol 

    Nancy Fortini 

 Circle of Faith  Jo Deckard    Jo Deckard 

 Circle of Hope  Gerda Medley    Gerda Medley 
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Presbyterian Women (Cont.) 

 

 The Coordinating Team met four times during 2010.  In this age of technology, 

the officers and most of the women in the church can be reached by email and kept up-to-

date with news, dates to remember, and opportunities to respond to special needs in the 

church or community.  Moderator Charlene Foley’s stated goals for our PW are: 

1. Increase communication and visibility to the congregation. 

2. Increase participation in PW events and opportunities (including Circle 

membership). 

3. Survey the women in our church to see what activities and opportunities they 

would like to see offered; i.e., what would meet their needs. 

A fourth goal was suggested:  supporting the church leaders, pastors, and congregation 

through the transition process as we welcome interim pastors, give prayerful thought and 

discussion about the future of Trinity Avenue, and search for a new pastor. 

The heart of Presbyterian Women is found in the Circles.  Each of the four Circles 

at TAPC has its own distinctive identity and focus, but all share a special closeness and 

fellowship, a desire to help those in need in the church and the wider community, and a 

willingness to study, learn, and share more about God’s word together.  A very important 

part of each Circle meeting is the Bible study.  In some Circles, there is a single Bible 

moderator, while in others, several women take turns presenting the lesson.  The 

Horizons book studied in 2009-2010 was “Joshua: A Journey of Faith”, and in the fall of 

2010, we began the study of “Journeys Through Revelation: Apocalyptic Hope for 

Today”. 

 The Circles usually meet nine times a year and in addition to the Bible study, they 

plan projects, share joys and concerns and enjoy refreshments.  All of the Circles meet at 

the church; there are two morning Circles and two evening ones.  Several offerings are 

collected: the pledge to our PW organization, the Least Coin offering, and the “Blessing 

Box” donation.  Money received from the Blessing Box is used for special projects that 

each Circle chooses.  Members often bring in items to be donated to organizations in the 

community.  Each Circle cares for several homebound women, calling, visiting and 

sending them cards and small gifts during the year.   

Circle of Hope has a current membership of 13 women, and they are extremely active 

and generous with their time in the community.  They have a long-term, committed 

involvement with the Inter-Faith Food Shuttle Backpack Buddies program.  Through this 

program, backpacks or bags of food are delivered weekly to schools and other 

organizations so that children in need will have some nutritious food supplies over 

weekends when their home setting might not be able to provide for them.  Our church is 

responsible for helping three schools, and a faithful group of Circle of Hope women meet 

every week to get 150 bags to the schools.  This Circle initiated a churchwide food drive 

for the Backpack Buddies program and collected over 750 lbs. of food.   
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Presbyterian Women (Cont.) 

 

 The women made 104 helmet coolers for men and women serving in the armed 

forces in war zones.  They helped with the annual TAPC Chili Supper at the Good 

Samaritan Inn (a part of the Durham Rescue Mission for women and children), assembled  

and sent 15 Health Kits for Church World Service, and supplied three welcome baskets 

for residents at the new low-income housing development, Williams Square Apartments.  

Our church has participated in construction, furnishing, and landscaping for these 

apartments.  The Circle donated money to send a child to Camp New Hope Summer 

Camp and prepared and served a meal for families of patients in the Pediatric Bone 

Marrow Transplant Unit at Duke Hospital.  Snack items were collected for students at 

NCCU, to be distributed by the Campus Ministry.  They have purchased needed supplies, 

such as pillows, for the local Ronald McDonald House.  In caring for their own members, 

they bought a parking pass for a member, whose husband was in intensive care at Duke 

for five months.  They also prepared a meal for a member and her family after her 

husband passed away.  The women have begun sending cards to church members who 

are ill, bereaved, or are celebrating a birth or marriage. 

Circle of Faith has 14 active members.  They provide childcare at their meetings, if  

needed.  During the year they helped with the Good Samaritan Inn Chili Dinner and 

assisted in providing a meal at the Pediatric Bone Marrow Transplant Unit.  They also 

contributed to the effort to fill snack bags for NCCU students. 

 This Circle has hosted a summer dinner series with speakers for several years.  

These three dinners at area restaurants are open to all women in the church, with the goal 

of getting others involved in Circles during the regular PW year.  In June, TAPC travel 

professional Jennifer Tennyson, talked about tips for planning travel.  Another church 

member, Ellen Stone, who is the Director of Development at the North Carolina Museum 

of Art, spoke about the Museum at the July get-together.  In August, Reverend Linda 

Parker shared information about the NCCU Presbyterian Campus Ministry. 

Circle of Fellowship and Study has a devoted membership of 25, mostly older women.  

Although many are no longer able to volunteer outside in the community, they are very 

generous with their monetary contributions.   The women usually bring items each month 

and deliver them to different Durham organizations.  They collected cleaning supplies, 

coffee, tea, and personal care items for the Durham Rescue Mission and a similar list of 

items plus paper towels, toilet paper and other paper products for the Ronald  

McDonald House.  Urban Ministries received coffee, tea, and non-perishable foods for 

the Shelter for Hope (feeding the homeless in Durham).  Dove House (shelter and 

education for women) was happy to get a good supply of paper towels, coffee, hot 

chocolate, hot and cold cereals, and other items.  The Circle feels blessed to have Susie 

Wootton as their Bible study leader.  They had two group outings over the summer: they 

enjoyed visiting the Tea Room in Wake Forest, and they enjoyed lunch together at the 

Nasher Art Museum, followed by a tour. 
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Friendship Circle has 10 members and welcomed several visitors over the year.  In 

January they donated $225 to the Share the Warmth Fund.  They collected and delivered 

toiletry items to Genesis Home in February, and in March they brought food items for the 

Backpack Buddies program.  Their next project was collecting books for children of all 

ages living at the Good Samaritan Inn.  During the fall, they brought needed paper 

products to Genesis Home and filled 50 goody bags for the NCCU Campus Ministry to 

distribute to students.  The Circle moderator, Sally Adkin, took on the responsibility of 

keeping the PW bulletin board in the church filled with interesting pictures and current 

information. 

We were especially delighted that 2010 saw the formation of a new Circle at 

TAPC.  Sloan Nuernberger, Director of Children’s Ministries, encouraged a group of 

young mothers to come together informally as a Circle after their children were dropped 

off at the TAPC weekday school.  They are currently meeting every other Wednesday 

and have chosen their own Bible study.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 
 An abbreviated accounting of activity in our PW treasury showed that we had a 

beginning balance of $2,957.27 on January 1
st
 of 2010.  The current treasurer, Suzanne 

Freeman, states that we paid the Mission Pledge for 61 members ($305) and ordered 

study books for that number.  Our PW covered the cost ($50) of shipping the books.   

Circles contributed to the Birthday Offering ($45) and participated in the Fellowship of 

the Least Coin($65.45).  In June we sent $500 to each of three local organizations:  

Housing for New Hope, PharmAssist, and Scarborough Nursery (which the children of  

our church are partnering with).   We also contributed $500 to Barium Springs Home for 

Children.  Our balance as of December 31,2010, was $3222.11.   

 April 25 was Women’s Sunday at Trinity Avenue.  Many women participated, 

both those in Circles and others in the congregation.  They took leadership roles in the 

service, served as ushers, offered communion, and coordinated the food for the reception 

after the service.   

 The PW Fall Gathering for churches in Areas 1 and 2 was held on September 25 

in Oxford.  The women attending from our church made up the largest contingent 

present.   

 Our PW organization traditionally provides a special reception after the Christmas 

Cantata where we have professional soloists working with our choir, as well as orchestra  

members adding beautiful accompaniment.  This year the Cantata was performed on 

December 12.  Circle women and other women in the congregation provided food 

(cookies, brownies, fruit and vegetable trays, nuts, and sandwiches), served punch, and 

took care of set-up and clean-up.   
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 All of the women of Trinity Avenue, not just those in Circles, contribute in many 

ways to the mission and programs of the church.  Women are well-represented on the 

Session and Diaconate and carry out the responsibilities of the Sanctuary Guild – 

readying the main sanctuary and the chapel for Sunday services and providing leadership 

for the special duties associated with Easter and decorating for Christmas.  Women 

served on the Nominating Committee to choose elders and deacons and on the Search 

Committee for interim pastors.  Many women are active in the choirs, including a newly-

formed handbell choir.  A small group from the choir regularly visits and sings to TAPC 

members in the local retirement/nursing homes, as well as those who are homebound.  

One of our choir members, Barbara Van Dewoestine, organized a benefit performance at 

TAPC featuring two nationally-acclaimed opera singers.  Barbara has also designed and 

made beautiful banners which grace the entry to the church building.   

Women serve as Sunday School teachers, ushers/greeters, and liturgists, and they 

help with the TAPC Preschool Vacation Bible School and the Vacation Church School at 

Camp New Hope.  They lead a prayer chain for those in need and see that communion is 

provided to those who are unable to attend church services.  A large group of women (the 

Bible Breakfast Bunch)  meets on Wednesday mornings to share home-baked goodies, 

fellowship, and participate in an in-depth Bible study session.  Wanda Parker and her 

husband, Carl, lead the PrimeTimers (a group of TAPC seniors who meet monthly for a 

program, fellowship, and lunch), and Bridgett Ray and her husband, Randy, lead the 

annual Thanksgiving Moravian Lovefeast celebrated at our church.  A group of women 

meet regularly for fellowship and to knit prayer shawls, lap robes, and baby blankets for 

members of our church.  This  year a new ministry was begun by Gail Johnson to bake 

homemade loaves to be used in communion services, which are held weekly at the 9:00  

service and monthly at the 11:00 service.  For more than a decade, Joanne Anderson and 

Marie Grauerholz have faithfully led a group of volunteers from Trinity Avenue who 

buy, prepare, and serve a meal for around 200 patrons each month at the Shelter for 

Hope. 

The monthly TAPC newsletter is compiled and sent out by Deirdre Arnold, and 

Janet Stockburger maintains the TAPC website.  Cathy Perry, a retired nurse, heads up 

the twice-yearly blood drives held at the church, where we try to meet our goal of 50 

donors each time.   For many years, Amy Daniels has provided the leadership for our 

church’s participation in the Crop Walk.  Women lead groups who do visitation, send 

cards, and provide casseroles and meals for members in need.    Many helped with the 

huge TAPC Community Flea Market and Yard Sale, which raised $2396.30 for the 

Youth Presbyterian Disaster Assistance mission trip to Louisiana and $907.15 for the 

Family Health Ministries relief effort for the Haitian earthquake victims.    Helen Idol has 

begun a new ministry to recruit members to provide rides to those needing transportation 

to church services and other activities at the church.  Many women responded to the 

appeal from Urban Ministries for old/used Bible study guides, Upper Rooms, Guideposts, 

etc. 
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 Our church has organized mission trips to devastated areas in Louisiana several 

times a year since Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005.  Lynette Williams has been a leader for 

each of these trips, and for three months in 2009 she lived in the 9
th

 Ward of New 

Orleans, serving as the Volunteer Village Manager, directing and assisting over 450 

volunteers from all over the country. 

 

 During 2010, we were saddened by the passing of the following women of Trinity 

Avenue: 

  Elizabeth Boyd 

  Carol Withers 

  Ottis George 

  Sandy Tuthill 

  Etheline Cupp 

 

This year was certainly a memorable one, and we look forward to the new challenges and 

joys of 2011, remembering always the PW mission statement: 

 Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, 

 And empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves: 

 To nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, 

 To support the mission of the church worldwide, 

   To work for justice and peace, 

 And to build an inclusive, caring community of women 

 That strengthens the Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 And witnesses to the promise of God’s Kingdom. 
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