
A SERVICE OF WORD AND PRAYER 
Seventh Week After Epiphany 

February 24, 1987 

Prayer 
Sovereign God, when we seek in you an indulgent parent, we come face to 

face with your high expectations for us. You meet us, not in flights of 
speculation, but in the everyday circumstances of our lives, inviting us to act 
on your behalf, to feed the hungry, house the homeless, and cover the naked. 
You call us to use worship, not as a period of escape, but as a time of prepara
tion to go out and light up the world. May we find our own healing as we 
devote ourselves to your service. In Jesus' name, Amen. 

Organ Prelude 

*Call 
L: 
P: 
L: 
p: 

to Worship 
It is God who establishes us 1n Christ. 
GOD HAS COMMISSIONED US . 
God has put a seal upon us, 
AND GIVEN US SPIRIT IN OUR HEARTS. 

*Hymn No. 161 "Hope of the World" 

*Prayer of Confession (in unison) 

( I I Co r. 1 : 21 - 2 2) 

You are the light of the world, 0 Christ, yet we do not reflect that 
light always. You have called us salt, but our lives are bland and inspire 
no one. You give wisdom and the means for discerning your will. Yet we are 
aimless and prisoners of the whims of others. Forgive our less than brilliant 
performance as actors in your drama of salvation. Set us right and renew us 
by your Spirit. Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon 
L: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

In the Word is life and the life is our light. The light shines in the dark
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it. Know that to all who receive 
Christ, who believe in Christ's name, power is given to become children of God. 

First Reading from the Daily Office Ruth 1·15-22 

*Psalmody Psalm 121 (in unison) 

I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
From whence does my help come? 
My help comes from God, 
Who made heaven and earth. 
God will not let your foot be moved, 
The One who keeps you will not slumber. 
Behold, the One who keeps Israel will 

neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord God is your keeper; 
God is your shade on your right hand. 
The sun shall not smite you by day, 
Nor the moon by night. 

(OVER) 



. . 

The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
God will keep your life. 
God will keep your going out and your coming 1n 

from this time forth and for evermore. 

*Gloria Patri No. 794 

Second Reading from the Daily Office II Corinthians 1:12-22 

The Sermon 

Prayers of the People 

The Lord's Prayer 

*Hymn No. 9 11 I'11 Praise My Maker" 

*Dismissal 
L: God's Spirit has been active in our midst. 
P· WE SEEK NOW, IN ALL TIMES AND PLACES, TO SERVE THE ONE WHOM WE HAVE WORSHIPED 

IN THESE MOMENTS TOGETHER. 
L: Choose life and good, not death and evil, for your own sake and for all who 

come after you. 
P: WE WOULD LOVE GOD WITH OUR WHOLE BEING, OBEY GOD'S VOICE, AND CLEAVE TO GOD 

IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES. 
L. Be reconciled with those who have wronged you, and live up to the trust God 

invests in you. 
P: GOD HAS BLESSED US. WE WILL NOT BETRAY GOD'S TRUST. 

*The Sharing of Christ's Peace 

Organ Postlude 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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