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Poverty and Ecclesiology
Nineteenth-Century Evangelicals
in the Light of Liberation Theology

Justo L. Gonzalez, William |. Leonard,

William C. Kostlevy, Anthony L. Dunnavant

This volume briefly introduces the key elements in the Church'’s “preferential option for
the poor” as it has been articulated in the last quarter century in Latin America in the
writings of liberation theologians, and in Roman Catholic episcopal pronouncements. It
moves from this introduction to take up the task of identifying in the heritage of North
American Christianity instances in which Church leaders have articulated a version of
the “option for the poor.”

Three founding figures of major conservative-evangelical Protestant movements of
the nineteenth century are considered in light of basic elements of the option for the poor
as defined in this work. James R. Graves, David Liscomb, and Benjamin T. Roberts are
discussed as “case studies” showing that a concern for the poor is part of the “domestic”
heritage of North American Christianity.

This volume is intended for an academic audience. It should be of special interest to
ecumenists and to ministers, seminarians, and scholars in the Baptist, Stone-Campbell,
Methodist, and Roman Catholic traditions.
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