
A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IS CALLED FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 28TH, 1990. 
for the purpose of electing Elders. We will continue with congregational meetings as needed in following weeks 

to continue electing Elders and Deacons. -J. Allen Woodward, Clerk of Session 

The following is taken from 
the latest edition of the Book of Church Order, Presbyterian Church, USA. 

3. Elders 

As there were in Old Testament times elders for the govern
ment of the people, so the New Testament church provided 
persons with particular gifts to share in governing and ministry. 

Elders are chosen by the people. Together with ministers 
of the Word and Sacrament, they exercise leadership, govern
ment and discipline and have responsibilities for the life of 
a particular church as well as the church-at-large, including ecu
menical relationships. They shall serve faithfully as members 
of the session. (G-10.0102.) When elected commissioners to 
higher governing bodies, elders participate and vote with the 
same authority as ministers of the \Vord and Sacrament, and 
they are eligible for any office. 

Elders should be persons of faith, dedication, and good 
judgment. Their manner of life should be a demonstration of 
the Christian gospel, both within the church and in the world . 
(G-6.0106.) 

It is the duty of elders, individually and jointly, to strength
en and nurture the faith and life of the congregation commit
ted to their charge. Together with the pastor, they should 
encourage the people in the worship and service of God, equip 
and renew them for their t(\sks within the ch\lrch and for their 
mission in the world, visit and comfort and care for the peo
ple, with special attention to the poor, the sick, the lonely, and 
those who are oppressed. They should inform the pastor and 
session of those persons and structures which may need spe
cial attention. They should cultivate their ability to teach the 
Bible and may be authorized to supply places which are without 
the regular ministry of the Word and Sacrament. In specific 
circumstances and with proper instruction, specific elders may 
be authorized by the presbytery to administer the Lord's Sup
per in accord with G-11.0103. Those duties which all Christi
ans are bound to perform by the law of love are especially 
incumbent upon elders because of their calling to office and 
are to be fulfilled by them as official responsibilities. 

4. Deacons 

The office of deacon as set forth in Scripture is one of sym
pathy, witness, and service after the example of Jesus Christ. 
Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, exemplary lives , 
brotherly and sisterly love, warm sympathies, and sound judg
ment should be chosen for this office. 

It is the quty of deacons, first of all, to minister to those 
who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, and to any who 
may be in distress . They shall assume such other duties as may 
be delegated ·:o them from time to time by the session. 

The deacons of a particular church shall organize as a 
board, of whiph the pastor, co-pastors, associate pastors, and 
assistant pastors shall be advisory members. (See G-6.0202, 
third paragraph.) The board of deacons shall elect a modera
tor and a secretary from among its members. The secretary 
shall keep a record of the board's proceedings. 

As the whole church is under the jurisdiction of the ses
sion, the board of deacons shall be under its supervision and 
aut hority. The"! records of the board of deacons shall be sub
mitted to the session at least annually and at other times upon 
the request of the session. The session may void or amend any 
actfon of the board of deacons, or direct the board to recon
sider sue}) action. 

The board shall meet regularly, or upon the call of its 
moderator, or when directed to meet by the session, but it shall 
meet at least quarterly. The board shall determine its own quo
rum. A joint meeting of the session and board of deacons shall 
be held at least annually to confer on matters of common in
terest, with the moderator of the session presiding. No bind
ing decision may be reached in such joint meeting, but the 
session and th1! board may act separately on matters commit
ted to their care. 

Deacons may be appointed by governing bodies to serve 
on committees or as trustees. The session may select and ap
point other members of the congregation to assist the deacons 
in their ministry of compassion. 

A congregation by a majority vote may elect not to use 
the office of deacon. In such a case, or in the case where dea
cons cannot be secured, the function of the office shall always 
be preserved and shall devolve upon the elders and the session . 
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