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To the members of the WTS: 

The work of the promotional secretary has two major foci: 
service on the program/executive committee of the society and 
the ongoing promotional work as deemed appropriate and possible. 

The first of these assignments has been fulfilled through 
attendance at the Spring meeting of the exective committee at 
April's CHA convention in Louisville and by other miscellaneous 
work, correspondence and consultation over the year. 

The work of promotion has proceeded on several fronts: 

(1) As usual I filed a report of the 1980 WTS annual meeting 
with CHRISTIANITY TODAY. Nothing of that report appeared in the 
magazine, and my judgement is that they are less and less 
interested in reporting on meetings of an academic character. I 
would suggest that the society not attempt to work through this 
channel unless a particular meeting should appear to be especially 
newsworthy. 

(2) The TSF BULLETIN, published by the graduate wing of the 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, has, however, again published 
my report of the 1980 meeting. In fact my WTS reports have led to 
a decision to cultivate a regular section in the TSF BULLETIN that 
will carry regular reports on meetings of intellectual interest--in 
part . to compensate for CHRISTIANITY TODAY's lack of interest in this 
regard. I will play a role in the oversight of this section and will 
file a report with them of this meeting whether I am continued in 
office or not. 

(3) Shortly after last year's meeting the November issue of 
CATALYST (published by "Good News" for United Methodists) carried 
a survey of "theological societies in the evangelical renaissance" 
that I prepared, including major emphasis on the WTS. This essay 
has resulted in some contacts for both myself and the WTS secretary. 
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(4) I have responded to numerous requests for information about 
WTS and find new channels of communication regularly opening up. In 
the last year--in large part because of my off ice in WTS--I have been 
drawn into various United Methodist networks reaching out to more 
fully incorporate the Wesleyan/Holiness wing of the broader Methodist 
movement. Thus I have been drawn onto the board of the John Wesley 
Theological Institute in the Chicago area, into the core planning 
committee of the 1982 Oxford Institute of Methodist Theological 
Studies, via CATALYST into closer dialogue with the "Good News" 
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Movement through several contacts, and via the TSF BULLETIN into interaction 
with "evangelical" United Methodists at the various United Methodist Seminaries. 
WTS materials have been circulated in all these contexts, and I expect that 
attendance at this year's meeting will to some extent show the fruit of this 
work. 

(5) Plans are in the works to have copies of the WESLEYAN THEOLOGICAL 
JOURNAL on .disp·lay next month at the annaul meeting- of the American Academy 
of Religion and the Society of Biblical Literature in San Francisco. I will 
help staff a booth developed though the initiative of an editor at Baker Book 
House. This booth will feature a number of evangelical theological journals. 

(6) Some preliminary work has been done on a promotional brochure for 
the society. I have not yet finished this project and am struggling with 
certain philosophical and aesthetic considerations. 

If I may be allowed a personal word, I would like to connnent out of my 
recent promotional experience that the next few years will raise for the 
society important questions about our role in the interface of WTS, with its 
roots in the holiness movement, with the broader United Methodist Church and 
its more "evangelical" wing in particular. Our recent growth and maturation 
have made us now a major center of Wesleyan scholarly and theological work. 
We have also felt in recent years the theological renewal of a fuller and 
fresher innnersion in the classical texts of the 18th century. Other groups, 
less shaped by a distinctive holiness ethos, are beginning to turn to us for 
dialogue and as a possible resource and source of possible leadership in the 
next generation of Wesleyan scholarship. I am myself a little uncertain as 
to the best reponse to these new currents. Should be continue to see ourselves 
primarily as represententative of the holiness wing of Methodism--or is it 
possible that we could serve as well other evangelical and conservative 
parts of Methodism? Our meeting at Asbury Theological Seminary might provide 
the appropriate context for such a discussion; Asbury has for years bridged 
these two movements within Methodism. Perhaps our friends here could speak 
out of their experience. Your promotional secretary would certainly 
welcome the advice of the society, and it may well be that we have some to 
a turning point in our like together. 

Thank you for this opportunity to serve the society in this my seventh 
year as your promotional secretary. I am willing to continue to serve or have 
the duties pass to another according to the wisdom of the society. 

Re~ectfully su.bmitted 
(. . \ ,-.. ,,, __ _ 

il\.A1 lia,~ 
Donald W. Ddyton 
Promotional Secretary 
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