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ESTABLISHED IN 1HS 

Annual Meeting, Atlanta, 11/84 

To the members of the WTS: 

This constitutes my report covering my service as 
promotional secretary for the year 1983/84. By the 
constitution the work of the promotional secretary 
has two major foci: service on the program/executive 
committee of the society and the ongoing promotional 
work as deemed appropria~e and necessary. 

This last year has been a little unusual by virtue of 
a six-month's sabbatical that took me to South America 
for two months and Africa and the Orient for a month 
each. This travel prevented my normal attendance at 
the Spring executive meeting at the annual CHA 
convention. I was, however, able to attend all other 
executive committee meetings, and to consult with the 
committee on program planning and other issues in and 
around the travel _by phone and in person. Moreover, 
the travel enabled me to promote the society and 
journal in other ways. I spoke at a chapter me~ting 
of the society at the Nazarene Theological College 
just outside Johannesburg, South Africa, and have 
occasion to promote the society and the journal in 
various places in the Orient as well. This experience 
causes me to conclude that there is a great deal of 
interest in the society abroad and that we need to 
give some thought to these questions and the status of 
chapters of the society in other parts of the world. 

Other promotional work has proceeded on several 
fronts: 

(1) For the last couple of years I have managed to get 
a report of last year's meeting in the TSF BULLETIN. 
This seems to be the major source that I have located 
that is willing to consider reporting on meetings like 
ours. I have a commitment from the TSF BULLETIN to 
carry a report of this meeting. 

(2) I have carried WTS materials to and made 
presentations at other meetings where such seemed 
relevant. I did this, for example, at an annual 
meeting of the John Wesley Theological Institute 
near Chicago. There a great deal of interest was 
generated in our society, and I expect that our 
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journal will in the future carry ads for the JWTI. They have asked 
me to bring to this meeting a flyer about their work for theological 
renewal in the United Methodist context by encouraging the study of 
Wesley. I have made their flyer available and this program may be 
of interest to some of out members in the mid-west. 

(3) In the last few years I have been drawn into certain 
"ecumenical" discussions where I have been able to represent the 
WTS and the CHA constituency to some extent. In this process I 
have discovered the alarming extent to which we are not even on 
the intellectual map of many church leaders. We tend to be lost 
amongst the Evangelicals or confused with the Pentecostals. We 
have only recently, for example, begun to be counted among the 
"world confessional bodies." I have tried hard to help rectify this 
situation whereever possible. Thus I have been able to invite David 
Cubie to represent the Wesleyan Theological Society with the 
presidents of the Society for Pentecostal Studies and the 
Evangelical Theological Society in the "Evangelical Theology" 
section of the American Academy of Religion. I expect that a book 
will be produced by this consultation which will help seize for our 
movement some of the initiative in the broader evangelical world. 
Other projects and consultations are emerging where a similar 
representation of the WTS will be possible. 

(4) By virtue of our decision last year to send a liason to the 
Faith and Order Commission of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ I have been able to join David Cubie in representing the WTS 
at COFO. In addition to the preliminary meeting in Chicago last 
fall where I was something of an advance scout for the executive 
committee, I have officially attended (at my own expense) meetings 
in New York and Washington where I have been a part of the Apostolic 
Faith group looking at the Nicene Creed as a possible basis for a 
common Christian confession. The high chalcedonian Christology 
assumed in these disscussions has helped break some of the 
caricatures of the NCCC that I carried into these arenas. To ease 
this entry into COFO for David Cubie and myself I have made 
available to the commission members promotional material about the 
CHA and the WTS. As a result of this and other contacts I have been 
invited to prepare an article for ECUMENICAL TRENDS introducing the 
holiness tradition to the broader church. And similarly I have been 
invited to sit in on the COFO meetings next August in Norway where I 
will be able to represent informally the WTS in this broader 
theological context. 

I could continue this report by describing other efforts to put 
the holiness traditions more fully on the "map" of both the church 
world and the intellectual community, but much of this activity 
moves very quickly into my own scholarly work. I hope that you have 
noticed the imminent publication of my 48-volume reprint series of 
sources for the study of the constellation of "higher Christian 
life" movements. I believe that a11 members have received in the 
mail a copy of the catalogue brochure describing this project. I 
understand that many of you will feel uncomfortable about the 
company the holiness movement keeps in this series, but I have been 
convinced that this arrangement is both historically accurate and 
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promotionally necessary. 
response to this effort, 
fact that prepublication 
projects. 

I have been pleased so far with the 
and the publisher has been pleased with the 
orders are running about double for other 

May I be allowed a personal word and comment on my own excitement 
about the fact that we are meeting here at Candler School of 
Theology of Emory University? In large part this is due to the work 
of Professor Ted Runyon who has long had an interest in seeing the 
WTS better represented in the theological discussions of the broader 
Methodist tradition. I take this meeting to be a sign of our own 
growing theological maturity and a new era in which we as a society 
can made a significant contribution not only to Methodism but to the 
broader church world as well. I am also excited at the fulfillment 
of another dream--that we are able at this meeting to be addressed 
by Albert Outler, whom I consider to be the profoundest interpreter 
of Wesley in our time. Dr. Outler was unable to accept an earlier 
invitation of the executive committee, but I am delighted that we 
are able to have him with us in this meeting. And I know that he 
shares my conviction that his presence here with us is in its own 
way an ecumenical event of some significance. 

These are satisfying notes on which to conclude my tenth year of 
service as your promotional secretary. Thank you for the 
opportunity to serve the society during this decade. I become 
increasingly concerned about the wisdom of one person continuing in 
this office for so long a tenure, but I am willing to continue to 
serve or to have the duties pass to another whose concerns and style 
would complement my own work--according to the wisdom of the 
society. 

' 
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Respectfully 

ayton 
tional Secretary 


