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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tax design of the present work is to furnish to the public at large,
and to the Wesleyan Community in particular, a connected and impartial
account of the whole proceedings of the memorable Conference of 1849,

Tt is entitled “ A CoMPANION TO THE MINUTES,” not that it emanates.
from the same source, but because it is suitable as a companion, and
contains a large amount of information and interesting detail which the
« Minutes” themselves do not supply; placing on permanent record, and
for future reference, not only the measures of the Conference, but also
the speeches and circumstances connected with their adoption.

The present publication is professedly and purely a compilation ; the
various reports which have already appeared having been carefully
collated, and such a selection made from the whole as seemed most
likely to convey the real facts as they occurred, and the sentiments as
they were expressed. In some cases, and as respects several of the
discussions, only one account has been available, and has therefore
been accepted as the best that could be obtained, with such omissions
or slight alterations as were necessary to divest it of an evident party
bias.

Trusting that credit will be given him for having aimed at fairness
and impartiality, and not wishing to be classed amongst anonymous.
writers, the compiler subscribes himself,

SAMUEL HARRISON..

5, High-street, Sheffield,
Aug. 21st, 1849,
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WESLEYAN METHODIST CONFERENCE,

MDCCCXLIX.

PREPARATORY COMMITTEES.

TaE formal meeting of the Conference is preceded by the meeting of
various Committees, the importance and interest of which, are second
only to those of the great assembly itself. These Committees, formed of
both ministers and laymen, review the administration of those various
branches into which the operations of the Wesleyan church are ramified.
One has charge of the schools for the sons of ministers. Another watches
and guards the progress of chapel building. The support of aged ministers
and ministers’ children, the Connexional literature, the Sabbath question,
the movement for establishing Catechumen classes, the Education scheme,
and the Missionary enterprise, all have their separate Committees, which
review their past course, and take counsel as to their future direction.

THE BTATIONING COMMITTEE.

The Stationing Committee, appointed to prepare the first draft of the
Stations of the ministers for the ensuing year, assembled on Friday, the
18th of July, in Oldham-street Chapel, Manchester, according to the ap-
pointment of the last Conference, and continued its sittings by various
adjournments until its business was completed.

KINGSWOOD AND WOODHOUSBE-GROVE 8CHOOLS COMMITTEE.

This Committee, representing the interests of the seminaries in which
the “sons of the prophets” are educated, met on Wednesday evening,
July 18th. There was a respectable attendance of ministers and lay-
men from different parts of the Connexion. After the usual devotional
exercises, the Rev. JoaN HaLL, the secretary, read a communication from
the late mathematical examiner, Mr. Exley, in which he expressed his
regret that his growing infirmities obliged him to decline, in future, this
honourable office. An acknowledgement for his services was then grate-
fully recorded. The Rev. JoNaATHAN CROWTHER read a long and very
able report of his own examination of the classical scholars in the various
classes in the Kingswood School. He also read a joint report, from him-
self and Mr. Exley, of their examination of the several classes in mathe-
matical knowledge. These reports were very favourable, as was also the
report of the progress of the scholars in religious knowledge. The want
of more suitable accommodation for the library, and in the school gene-

-rally, was also touched upon ; and the local committee urged the necessity
of commencing the building of New Kingswood as soon as possible.

The Rev. W. BARTON read the report of the Governor (Yae Rew.W.
Lord) of Woodhouse-grove School, as to the health snd gener um\n:;

. of the boys, and a report from the Rev. C. Taylor, Superintendent A

Woodhouse-grove Circuit, giving a favourable sccount of e phety oL
B
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boys, twenty of whom meet in class. Others were reported as under good
impreseions. Mr. Barton also read a report from the Rev. John Man-
ners, head master of Wesley College, Sheffield, of his examination
of the boys in the classics. The highest class had acquitted themselves
well ; the inferior classes in a less satisfactory manner. Mr. Manners
had also examined the mathematical classes, and the report of the at-
tainments of the boys was here more favourable. Estimates for the erec-
tion of an eastern wing to the building had been obtained, and it was
recommended that it should be proceeded with as soon as possible, in
order to afford adequate accommodation for the 123 boys row at the
school. 'The local committee recommended that, when the applications
for the New Kingswood School shall have been completed, such portion
of the subscriptions as have been obtained in Yorkshire shall be appro-
priated to the enlargement of Woodhouse-grove School. This proposition
appeared not likely to be conceded.

After the reading of the Minutes was concluded, Mr. CusworTH gave
some account of a remarkable work of God which has just occurred at
XKingswood School, and has resulted, as it is believed, in the conversion
of a cousiderable number of the boys. The Rev. CHARLES PREsT read
the Financial Report, from which it appears, that the balance in hand
Jast year, has been exhausted, and that there is now a debt on the current
expenditure account. Thie has arisen partly from & decrease in the
amount of the public collections, but principally from the increased ex-
penditure rendered necessary by the large namber of boys in the schools,
and of claims due for education of daughters at home. It appeared that
in order 10 proceed with comfort upon the present scale of numbers, an
additional income of £800 or £/)00 per annnm would be necessary; and
it was stated that some means must be devised for increasing the annual
income, or it will be requisite to diminish the number of the scholars.
J. RosixsoN Kay, Esq., expressed his fear that the attainments of the
boys in these two schools would be found not equsl, on the whole, to
those of boys of the same age in other public establishments. The Rev.
JoNATEAN CROWTHER, #s one of the examiners, expressed a different
opiniorn. The Rev. JouN Farrar confinned, from his own observations,
Mr. Crowther's favournble view. The Rev. Jorx BowEkrs bore testimony
to this fact, that, of all the students introdnced into the Didsbury Theo-
logical Institution, none had acquitted themselves so well as those who
had been trained in one or other of the above schools. Thauks were then
woted to the governors, their wives, and the principal officers, and the
Committee separated.

CONTINGENT FUND COMMITTEE.

This Committee met at nine o’clock on Thursday merning, the 19th of
July. The Rev W. CusworrH, the treasurer, stated that the sum of
£647, reserved by the last Conference for extraordinary and contingent
expenses, will be found too small; and, as tire result of this, one of two
alternatives would have to be adopted—either the claims for afflictions,
travelling expenses, &o., would have to be curtailed, or the debt of the fund |
would have to be sugmented. The Committee, with this fact before them,
proceeded to consider and decide upon a variety of applications, many
of which could only be granted im part, in consequence of the depression
of the fand. Many of the cases of affliction comsidered were such ns
were endured by the brethren in the service of the Church, or by their

Zamilies, or by the widows of deceased brethren. Muny ol them wers
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calenlated to excite the intensest feeling, and the inability to meet them
s they needed caused deep regret. In deciding on the several cases, in
whieh great eare and diserimination were required, the Committee spent
the greater portion of the day. At the conclusion it was found that, instead
of £647, the sum which was intended to meet the several cases, upwards
of £1,300 hed been granted. It was then moved, seconded, and carried,
that nothing less than the last-mentioned sum should be recommended,
in fature, to be set apart to these incidental expenses, and the Committee

separated.
QHAPEL PUND, CHAPEL RELIEY, AND OHAPEL BUILDING COMMITTEERS.

These Committees met on Friday morning, the 20th of July. The
Rev. FrepErIoK J. JoBsoN read the Report of the CrAPEL BuiLpiNg
CoMMITTRBE. It began by expressing their satisfaction, that, on a com-
parison of the results of their endeavours within the past year with the
vesults of preceding years, the number of new erections and enlargements
was increased, while the proporthionate amonnt of debt was reduced. Of
the erections and enlargements allowed since the Conference of 1848,
more than one-fourth were to be entirely free from debt, while for the
debts on the remainder, there would be an income of nearly 20 per cent.
For several years past, there had been a continuous and progressive
rednction of Chapel debts, and it was hoped that, by persevering efforts
on the part of Conference, and of its Committees, the number of Chapels
requiring relief would be gradually diminished.......The applications
during the year had been 121 ;—65 for new chapels, 29 for enlargements,
7 for school-houses, 7 for organs, and 13 for the sale of old chapels: of
these, 86 had been allowed, namely, 46 new chapels, 19 enlargements, 5
school-houses, 4 organs, and 12 sales. The entire cost of these was
estimated at £21,275—the amount of debt remaining at £5,662, and the
expected income at £1,128.......The returns of buildings completed
were larger than in any preceding year ; but the cases of buildings erected
or enlarged in violation of rule called for serious attention, being greater
than the number of those in which the rule had been observed. The
erections completed within the year were 93,—as to 43 of which the rules
of the Connexion had been honourably fulfilled : the entire cost of these had
been £14,949 : 18 had been built quite free from debt, and the realized in~
eome was more than 14 per cent. upon the remaining debts, The buildings
on which the debt exceeded the allowed amount were 24, and the excess
was £1,805. There had been 81 chapels completed without any sanction
whatever from the Committee, and in direct and open violation of Con-
ference laws. As might be expected, their debts were larger, and their
income smaller, than those of any other buildings reported. In some
instances, the responsible parties had already felt the effects of their
imprudence. The Committee deemed it necessary, that Conference
should remind the ministers of the rules on the subject of erections and
enlargements. The laws required, that before the work of building be
commenced, written sanction should be obtained from the Building Com-
mittee, that two-thirds of the amount should have been promised, and
that at least one half should be lodged in some respectable bank. The
practice was not to allow any erection, unless the expected income
amounted to, at least, 15 per cent. upon the debt;—and,in some cesew
even this amount was insufficient, The Cormmittee hed coserved, W,
Increasing satisfaction, the great improvement of late in toe ueh\\zm\“

propristy ﬁmgd style of newly-erected Methodist Chepels. A\: )



8

The returns showed, that, where proper regard was paid to economy,
these had not been more—but less costly—(hear, hear) than if they had
been built after the pattern of irregular or mis-shapen buildings.
Departure from architectural order and propriety almost uniformly oc-
casioned extravagant expenditure. It was necessary, however, in passing
from extreme irregularity and plainness, care should be exercised lest
there be a hasty rush into peedless elaboration and adornment. (Hear,
hear.) In conclusion, the Committee earnestly recommended the appoint-
ment of & respectable architect, describing it as a false supposition that
Trustees could economise by the non-employment of professional men,
who, if faithful to their trust, would, in most instances, save more than
the cost of employing them.

The Report of the CuAPEL Funp CoMMITTEE was then read by the
Rev. RoBERT Woop. It appeared, from this document, that in 249 Cir-
cuits there were no subscribers of 10s. or upwards ;—in 63 Circuits there
was only one subscriber of 10s. or upwards; in 126 Circuits there were
669 subscribers, and the total amount @f subscription was £639 4s. 6d,
In 149 Circuits there were no Trustee subscriptions ;—in 130, there was
one subscription in each Circuit;—and in the remaining 159 Circuits,
there were 397 Trustee subscriptions, amounting to £675 4s. 6d.
The aggregate of the public Collections, and Private and Trustee sub-
scriptions, was £5,169 16s. 4d. ;—last year it was £5,165 16s. 2d. ;—there
was, therefore, a small improvement. There would be some addition to
this amount, from small sums which might be received by the Treasurer
during the sittings of Conference, and there was also & balance of interest
to be added. As it stood at present, there was a sum of £5,169 15s. 2d.,
—and subject to a deduction of £11 3s. for joint exp of management,
—(or £5,158 128, 2d.,) —to be divided between two objects—the ClLapel
Fund, and the Educational Fund. ’

The Report of the CEAPEL RELIEF FUND was read by Mr.J. D. BurTON.
The total receipts, with the balance of last year, amounted to £5,150 11s.
5d.; from which grants had already been paid, in 22 cases to the
amount of £2,010;—leaving £3,140 11s. 5d. in hand. Grants had also
been voted to other Chapel Trusts, to the amount of £3,160; so that all
further grants could only be made in anticipation of the income of 1850.
Mr. BurTON then went on to offer various details and observations. The
sum paid out last year was larger than in any two previous years, in
consequence of many cases, long standing over, having been settled.
By the end of the year, the balance would be pretty nearly exhausted. 1t
was quite needful that the Committee should take into serious considera-
tion the state of their fiuances. They had now, at their disposal, only
£2,100 or £2200, whereas they used to have £5,000 or £6,000. Five
years ago, when the scheme of division was agreed upon, it was presumed
that the total amount would have increased considerably ; but he believed
that scheme had rather tended to diminish it. (Hear.) Whether that
was the time to enter upon a discussion as to the expediency of a change,
he did not know. The Committee must have larger resources before
they could do what it was really the duty of & Relief Fund to do. Those
who did not know the working of that Fund could have no idea of the
amount of good it had done in stimulating effort. He had almost uni-
formly found, that the settlement of a case was the commencement of
¢ g good time.” (Hear.) £4,000 a year was not more than cases of
absolute distress required ;—if it was £3,500 the extra sum would be

invalaable,—for small grants often induced large efforts, snd produced
shreefold benefits. (Hear.) .
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The Rev. R. Woop concurred in sentiment with Mr. Burton. They
could never go on comfortably and effectively till the income was increased.
But he must remind them that the partnership, which had been alluded
to, was to continue for two years longer. It was agreed that the experi-
ment should be made for seven years, and only five had expired.

Mr. WALKER, of Cheltenham, offered some suggestions in favour of &
mortgage or loan fund, similur to the former one, which led to some dis-
cussion, but the proposal was not entertained.

The Rev. P. M‘OwaN thonght the union of the two funds liable to grave
objections. Gentlemen wishing to subscribe to the Chapel Fund, objected
to give their money because of its connection with education ; and on the
other hand, gentlemen prepared to support the Education Fund, objected
because part of it was appropriated to Chapels., The subscriptions of
Trustees had diminished, and would be diminished still more, because
of the appropriation to educational purposes; and he thought the sooner
the union was dissolved the better. Would it not be expedient to give
the subscriptions to the one, and the collections to the other ? He was
satisfied that no efforts of the Ministers could increase the income of the
Jjoint fund.

The Rev. W. W. Stamp said, this was the opinion of the Liverpool
District.

The Rev. Joserr FowLER said, he was not disappointed, for he had
formerly stated his conviction of what would be the result. They received
more for the Chapels alone, many years ago, than they now received for
both. However, they must do nothing but what was honourable and
Jjust ;—all their funds must be maintained. There was & compact that
700 schools should be raised in 7 years: it would be a fit enquiry, what
progress had been made in the erection of these schools? If the cause
of God, of Methodism, and of religion, would be better promoted by dis-
solving the union now, what reason was there for its continuance ?

Mr, J. D. BurToN (in reply to a question from Mr. Osborn) said, the
Chapel Relief Committee would require £4,000 & year, at least.

The Rev. G. OsBoRN reminded the meeting that there was another side
to all this observation. They should have the husband there, if the wife
wanted to be divorced. (Hear.)

The Rev. F. A. WesT observed, Mr. Burton had urged the claims of
chapels, because that was a Chapel Committee. He had good grounds
for believing, that, on Monday, the members of the Education Committee
would be found equally desirous of a dissolution of the union. An united
Committee might then be formed, and the question seriously considered.

Here the discussion ceased, and the committee proceeded to make
various grants to chapels, after hearing and investigating their respective
claims. This portion of the business having been completed,

The Rev. G. TayLor drew attention to the irregular and defective man-
ner in which the financial affairs of Trusts were managed,—especially
‘where there was & number of chapels. He thought great assistance might
be rendered by something like a Circuit Chapel Committee, with one
Trustee from each Trust, who should engage to meet at least once a year,
appoint a Secretary, and look minutely into the accounts, If a recom-
mendation to this effect went from that meeting, it would aid Superinten-
dents in the prosecution of such a duty. X

Mr. BURTON recommended, that, in every circuit, o ‘bodk Shodd e
kept, and transferred from one superintendent to snother Jinwehen %\“‘N‘;,
be antereg tge name of the chapel, the smount of deby, wod W BIDNW
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of income. This book should be kept under the superintendent’s eye ;
and, from time to time, inquiries should be made, whether things con.
tinued the same, or what alteration had taken place ?

Mr. TavvLoR said, this suggestion exactly met his views. He had found
great inconvenience and loss from the very loose manner in which Trust
aocounts were kept.

Mr. BURTOX stated, that several chapels which had received relief last
year, had made no application this year.

At this stage of the proceedings, some resolutions were produced, and
reud by the Rev. F. A, WesT, which had been passed, at an united meet-
ing of Trustees in the Sowerby Bridge Circuit. The object apparently
was, to bring before the meetiug the desirableness of following this pre-
cedent, and of having cleur and separate accounts of the state of every
chapel in a circuit.

The Rev. 8. JACksON said, centralization was a good thing within cer-
tain limits, (Applause.) He objected to any legislation on this subject.
Every cirouit was competent to make its own arrangements. The Con-
ference required every superintendent to look into his own circuit affairs.
If he thought a general meeting of trustees necessary, he could call one.
These good brethren had been deing good service, but he protested
against their system being made law.

Mr. J. R. Kay said, an observation of Mr. Jackson’s had elicited a con-
siderable amount of applause. It was popular, just now, to condemn
centralization ; but, if it was really effective in promoting the secular or
spiritual interests of mankind, he saw no reason for condemning it.

Mr. Jacksox—I condemn its excess: I admitted the principle, and
approved of it.

Mr. XaY went on to show, that the way in which enquiries had been
answered indicated that Circuit accounts were kept in a very defective
manner. There might be rules that superintendents should do so and
80; but did they perform these duties? To meet the case,—without
wishing to pass any reflections,—he should simply propose a resolution,
in effect, that Conference be requested to recommend the superintendent
of every circuit to examine annually into the state of every chapel within
the circuit; and that the Chairman inquire regularly, at the May meet-
ing, whether this recommendation had been carried out.

Rev. 0. PrREsT—Suppose any trustee refuses to shew his accounts ?

Mr. Kay—Meet the case when it occurs.

The Rev. Joun Riee said, in almost every district where he had been,
such enquiries had been made.

The Rev. GEORGE JAcK8ON said, these inquiries referred only to de-
linquencies. e had never followed a superintendent in his life, where
this law had been fully carried out; but, in every cirouit, he had endea-
voured to introduce it. In every schedule he had a single page, which
brought under review the entire facts of every case.

The Rev. 8. JacksoN repeated, that there was no necessity for any ad-
ditional rule. Rules on some points were becoming too numerous.

Mr. KEax—And chapel debts are becoming too burdensome.

The Rev. WiLL1aM Navroe said, he had no difficulty in obtaining
trustee meetings. His plan was to say, “ You can have no anniversary
till you meet me and show your accounts.”

Mr. HEALD stated, at some length, and in forcible terms, his own views
and impressions on general chapel affairs,—views which, two years ago,

e bad pressed upon the committee, and which (h¥n led to considerehle
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diseussion. After all the money raised, and all the amount of debt liqui-
dated, every year they were at a loss to devise such a system of manage.
ment, as to ensure freedom from embarrassment and from inorease of
debt. Two years ago he had suggested the only eure, and that which
they must eventually apply, namely, not to listen to any popular ery, but
to pass a resolution to withhold their sanction from the erection of any
chapel, on any plan, for a given time, unless the whole money was sub-
scribed for it. (Hear, and intimations of dissent.) This rule was applied,
many years ago, to appointments of preachers, and, he was persnaded, it
was not leas applicable to chapels. They had not capital in the coneerm
sufficient to work it comfortably ;—this embarrassed the thoughts and
feelings, and abstracted the attention of ministers; and they could net
expect from ministers greater attention to chapel affairs. The fault was
in the system as much as in the administration. What they needed was,
to teach localities, that if they wished for a chapel, they must not go on
to build it, and depend upon the Connexion for its maintenance. They
did not treat God’s house as they treated their own: they erected places
to the honour and for the worship of God, leaving them in debt! (Hear.)
The duty and husiness of the Christian church was to act otherwise ; and
cireuits must be taught, that what they undertook in building chapels,
they must pay for,—except in cases of very crying necessity. Where this
could not be done, there was no special call for a chapel. A law had
been laid down which required two-thirds: but had it been carried out ?
‘Were they nearer a cure? Chapels raised within seven years, were
coming to this fund already. He would be no party to any arrangement
for going on without payiug the money. Mr. Heald concluded, after some
further remarks, by suggesting a resolution embodying these sentiments,

The Rev. Jorw MAsoN was sorry to hear such a proposition broached,
because he thought its effect must be seriously to impede the work of
God, and to prevent the spread of Methodism. Taking his own circuit,
if Mr. Heald’s proposition had been carried out two years ago, what would
have been their situation ? During the lust two years,—through the per-
severing and untiring efforts of Mr. Rattenbury, and the blessing of God
upon his exertions,—two large Chapels had been built in the City Road
<Cireuit, and a third was nearly completed ;—every one large enough to
hold a congregation and contain a Society sufficient to support &
minister. These chapels bad been erected with a comparatively small
debt,—a debt which could never cause embarrassment, and which would
‘be gradually liquidated in a year or two ;—but, by this proposition, the
City Road Circuit, as well as many others, would have been laid under
an interdict, and not allowed to build. With such restrictions, what
would become of Methodism ? He gave Mr, Heald credit for his zeal,
piety, and anxiety to promote the interests of the Connexion: no man
was & more decided enemy than himself to building chapels recklessly, or
incurring heavy debts and responsibilities : but he hoped they would not
go to the other extreme, and pass a law in effect prohibiting chapel
building for two years. He should oppose such a measure, there and
elsewhere, with all his heart and soul.

Mr. HEALD, in explanation, said, no person was more disposed than
he was to pay a tribute to the worth and exertions of Mr. Rattenbury.
(Hear.) He should, however, like Mr. Mason to state what other Christian
ehurches erected places of worship in debt? As to the Tiky Roed The-
ouit, he was not certain whether they would ot have got wote st %o
threo Chapels, if it had not beer known that only two-tnizds ot (e WenE
was intended to be raised, and not the whole.
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Mr. RaTTENBURY—That would have paralysed exertion. We could
not have raised the whole.

Mr. HeaLD continued —He opposed the present plan, on account of its
secularity. He was not sure, that while they were enlarging in number
they were not weakening the springs at the centre. (Hear.)

Mr. RaTTENBURY—We lose nothing in soul by working for God.

" Mr. HEALD went on to argue, that by freeing the people from the

burden of debt, they would swell the amount of their spiritual power.
Let them look at the question financially,—as men of business, (Hear.)
There was nothing in the example of other churches to justify them.
The time had come to relieve the springs of the body, and set them at
liberty for spiritual influence aud action. He heard this from every part
of the country, and from other denominations. He might cite the re-
solutions of the Conference with respect to schools.

Mr. RaATTENBURY—There is a permanent income from the one, but
none from the other.

Mr. HeaLp—They will have to come to the same principle with regard
40 chapels.

After a few observations from Mr. RATTENBURY and Mr. FowLER, the
vesolution was read from the chair; and, after a slight modification,
suggested by Mr. JoBsoN, was passed, and the meeting adjourned.

THE BOOK COMMITTEE.

‘The Book Committee met on Friday, July 20th, at five o'clock in the
afternoon. The Rev. IsraEL HoLeATE read the report of the proceedings
of the year. Various literary works had been presented in MSS., which
had been read and decided upon. Some of them had the honour of
being accepted, others were politely declined. The state of our periodical
literature, as given by Mr. Mason, was as follows:—Of the ‘‘ Shilling
Magazine,” there have been published during the year, 7,250 copies, being
# decrease of 750 ; of the “ Sixpenny Magazine”, 8,250 have been pub-
lished, being a decrease of 250 ; of the * Youths’ Instructor,” 4,250 copies
Jave been issued monthly, being a decrease of 500; of the ¢ Miscellany,
or Family Visitor,” 58,000 copies have been published, being an increase
his year of 8,000; of the *“Early Days,” 38,000 copies have been sold,
showing an increase of 4,000. The sale of the Hymn Book was thus
announced : —8vo. size, 260 copies ; 12mo., 2,620 ; 18mo., 2,575 ; 24mo.,
5,212 ; 32mo., 5,625; 48mo., 31,975; 64mo., 12,125; 72mo., 2,650;
{Of the cheap edition for schools, 6imo. size, 36,000; 48mo. and 32mo.,
19,600; of the Hymn Book in double columns, crown 8vo. 283 ; 18mo.,
€72; 24mo., 2,764 copies; making a total of Hymn Books sold during
the year of 122,361. The number sold last year was 108,66, showing
an increase during the present of 13,606. The stock in the book-room
§s estimated to be in value this year £36,860. Last year it was reckoned
at £35,535, showing an increase at the present time of £1,325.

The account of the publication of Tracts during the year was as fol-
Jows :—25 new tracts have been received and accepted; 2] new tracts
have been published. The number of Tracts sold during the year was
818,190; number of tract covers sold, 393,347 ; number of handbill
tracts, 174,520 ; total, 1,381,057,

A conversation of considerable length ensued, upon the propriety of
remunerating the principul writers for our periodicals. It appeared to
be supposed by some that the writers of all the principal articles do ac-

Zually receive remuneration. On examination, however, it was found et
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this so-called remuneration was little else than the present of a book or
two by way of acknowledgement, and it appeared to be the general opinion
that a more liberal mode of transacting this part of the affairs of the book-
room was exceedingly desirable. :

Mr. MasoN gave intimation of an intention to publish, in two volumes,
certain portions of the hitherto unpublished MSS. of the Rev. Charles
‘Wesley. Some doubt was expressed by several members of the com-
mittee as to whether an adequate sale was likely to be obtained for them.
Thanks having been voted to the editors, book-steward, secretaries, and
committee, the business of the meeting closed.

THE AUXILIARY FUND COMMITTEE.

The Auxiliary Fund Committee, for considering and relieving cases of
special distress and necessity among Supernumerary Ministers and their
families, met on Saturday morning, July 21st. Some of the cases were
very urgent, and needed a much larger amount of assistance than the
committee had it in their power to grant, It was stated that the late
James Wood, Esq., of Grove House, Manchester, who was one of the
Treasurers, has left, among other legacies, a sum of £500 to this fund.
A suitable record and acknowledgement of this munificent bequest was
directed to be made. In reference to the above, Dr. Wood sent the fol.
lowing note to the editors of the Watchman :—

“ Ardwick Lodge, Manchester, July 28, 1849.

“Dr. Wood will thank the Editors of the Watchman to correct an error
which was accidentally made in the Auxiliary Fund Committee, and
afterwards repeated in the Watchman, viz., that his lamented father, the
late James Wood, Esq., had left £500 to the Auxiliary Fund. His lega-
cies to the Connexion are as follows:—To the Wesleyan Missionary
Society, £500; to the Wesleyan Theological Institution, £500; and te
the Itinerant Wesleyan Methodist Preachers’ Annuitant Society, £300.
All free of duty.”

The committee unanimously agreed to recommend the Conference to
appoint George Chappell, Esq., as Mr. Wood’'s successor. The amount
contributed by the societies in their classes, to this fund, nearly reaches
the average of sixpence per member, first deemed to be necessary for its
support. -

CATECHUMEN COMMITTEE,

The Catechumen Committee met on Saturday the 21st of July; From
the report it appeared that 25,000 young persons are already gathered
into these admirable classes, which is a fine earnest of the 200,000 pro-
mised by the Rev. Samuel Jackson. The Sheffield West Circuit alone
contains 1,500, and the Leeds Second Circuit 800 Catechumens. One
class, which has existed for some seven or eight years, has conducted into
the church fifty members, and the villages around Sheffield have, many
of them, their prosperous catechumen classes.

SABBATH COMMITTEE.

This committee met, according to appointment, on Saturday, July 21st.
The proceedings were not of much public interest.

GENERAL EDUCATION.COMMITTER. :
tooroiay St

The sittings of this committee began at nine o’ lock in Yo PO
Monday, ﬁ’ uly 23rd.. The Rev, SAMUEL J ACKEOK, in tne shaenss
)
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President, took the chwir, and commenced the business with the soeus
tomed devotional services.

No regular report had been prepared; but, as in former years, the
minutes of the General Committee, the Finance Committee, and the Noe-
mal School Sab-committee, were read by the Rev. THoMAS VasEY, one of
the Secretaries, and the Rev. JorN RATTENBURY, the Treasurer. These
presented a general view of the proceedings since the last Conferenoce,
The matters chiefly referred to, were the legal settlement and m
ment of the property in Westminster, purchased as the site of the Normal
School;—the selection of plans sent in by competing architects,—those
of Mr. James Wilson and Mr. Wm, Jenkins being preferred ;—~the exam-
ination of candidates ; the apportionment of grants;—the appointment
of teachers, male and female ;—the salaries of masters ;—the cxamination
of estimates; the correspondence with the Committee of Council on
Education, and a correspondence much more singular, with the Rev. 8.
R. Hall, formerly one of the secretaries, respecting the Westminster pro-
perty. It appeared that, for certain temporary purposes, that property
had been absolutely vested in the late Mr. Hunter and in Mr. Hall; by
the death of the former, the legal estate was now solely in the latter ; and
the committee had in vain requested him to execute a conveyance to
trastees, himself among the number, some doubts of a legal character
having taken possession of his mind.

From the minutes now read, it appeared that several grants had been
made in aid of school-building, and that much deliberation had taken
place relative to the designs for the erection of the Westminster Normal
Schools. Reference was also made to the deficieucies in the accounts of
the Rev. J. 8. Stamp, one of the treasurers of the Children’s Fund. In
pursuance of the resolution of the last Conference, the committee have
applied to the Committee of Council on Education, for all such aids as
might be obtained from the government under the Minutes of Council,
towards the erection and support of the Westminster Normal School.
That application had been most favourably received. In reply, Mr. K.
Shuttleworth informed the committee that their lordships, taking into
consideration and approving of the efforts made by the connexion to es-
tablish schools in that locality at & considerable additional expense, had
‘been pleased to grant £7,000 in aid thereof; namely, £5,000 for training
schools and principal’s residence, and £2,000 for elementary and prac-
tising schools and master's dwelling; on these conditions,—first, that the
buildings should be erected according to the plans submitted to their
lordships, and that no alterations should be made without their consent;
second, that the balance-sheet of the receipts and expenditure, or a copy
thereof, should be deposited in the Council-office ; third, that the build-
ings be transferred to trustees, for the purpose of preserving them to their
avowed use, and that the accounts should at all times be accessible to
her Majesty's inspector ; fourth that the trust-deed should be submitted
in draft for their lordships’ approval, prior to its execution, and when
executed, a copy to be deposited in the Council-office; fifth, that a certi-
ficate of compliance with these regulations be made, and that no balance
on account of expenditure be left unpaid, excepting sauch as would be
covered by their lordships’ grant, and that the grant be claimed within
two years, Their lordships expressed regret that the comparatively
limited sum at their disposal, and the large demands made upon their
attontion, precluded the possibility of increased assistance. The plans

#or building the schools, given by Mr. Wilson, of Bath, wnd scoapwed by
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the committee, involved an outlay of £30,568. The ennual expenditure
is reckoned at £4,750. The expense for the site was £8,822. Numerous
applieations have been made for teachers by different schools in the con-
nexion. Several new schools have been established, some two or threp
have been abandoned ; and some schools, for the purpose of saving ex-
pense, have dismissed their trained teachers, and have engaged others
who have received no regular training. In the Glasgow Normal 8chool
sickness had prevailed to some extent, and the committee had determined
to extend the time allotted to the students, 8o as to enable them to obtaim
the requisite diploma of capability. The committee had also resolved
to request of Conference, that the services of the Rev. M. C. Taylor be
retained in the office of secretary for the ensuing year. The following is
a general summary of the state of education in the connexion. The re-
turns are very imperfect, owing to the fact of many circuits omitting to
return their schedules. Some circuits are taken at an estimate on for-
mer years. Too much reliance, therefore, must not be placed on them.
The numbers probably, are greater than stated, the error being more in.
defect : —
Day Schools.
Annual cost, including teach-

ers’ salaries o.....£25,043 7 0
Increase, during the year, of

Week-day and infant-schools
taught by trained teachers
recommended by the com-

mittee veveeevaseeensss 192 |  schools taught by trained
Schools taught by . other teachers ccooeeraennnns 9
teachers .....ce0000ee0 221 | Decrease of others... o 4
———— | Increase of boys taught.... 1,132
Total number of day-schools 413 | Ditto girls +...cecenviesee 428
Decrease of infants........ 387

Number of boys taught . ... 21,509
Ditlo girls eeeeeoranp.s. 12,028
Ditto infants c..eccseeene 4,536

Total secvcececcsccesces 38,968

Sunday
Total nuwber of schools .. 4,344
Inerease esceeceacecccnas 75
Number of scholars ......461,197
Increase soeeececaceesess 18,30]
Increase in average number
in attendance ceeeee.... 11,505
Number of children attending
select classes preparatory
to their introduction into
the church eeeeoseeeass 22,829
Increase seeeccccoccacses 126
Number of teachers ...... 83,992
IDCrease coeeoscncscceces 2,192

Net increase in number of
scholars, as compared with
last year eecececscos.o. 1,104
Total increased expendi-
£221 15 0

thre csemeccocennse

Schools,

Number of teachers who are
members of society...... 59,643

Increase seseereccecesses 2,190

Schools in which the Confer-

ence Catechism is taught 3,906
TNCrease esoveeeosecsconne 65
Number of schools in which

the children are regularly

taken to chapel «c.oeo.. 4,049
Increase «.eovececceccecs 139

Total cost ee.ee00. £26,194 10 O
Decrease of expenditure £266 0 0

Eighty-three candidates for admission into the Training Schoel have

applied during the past year; of these, five were refused, nineteen with~
drew, forty-two were accepted, and fourteen stand over for conddstwtiwn.
The general eash account showed s balance now in the nends u\%l:
treagurer, of £14,408 17s. 3d., which ia invented in We e
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#tock. The annual current account for the year was—Receipts, &e.
£4,820 14s.; Expenditure, £3,338 19s. 11d.; Balance. £1,481 14s. 14.

After some conversation in which Mr. FARMER and Mr. WALKER took.
part, on the subject of the expense per head of the training school,

The Rev. Jonn.Scotr briefly related the circumstances connected with
the unhappy differences between the committee and the Rev. S. R. Hall,
‘The committee had felt it to be their imperative duty to the Connexion,
in obedience to the resolution of the Conference referring the matter to
them, to call upon Mr. Hall to execute an intermediate deed, as the full
trust-deed could not at present be completed, in consequence of the
expense connected with the buildings, and therefore the ultimate value of
the property not having been estimated. This, Mr. Hall, from doubts
arising in his own mind, had refused to do.

The Rev. S. R. Hall rose to defend his conduct. He said the report of
the committee contained ez-parie statements, and also strongly protested
against the reading of the correspondence, and against his letters being
1made a permanent record of on the minutes of the committee. -

Mr. Scorr said the reason why the minutes had been read in the pre-
sence of that mixed community was, first, that it came before them as a
matter of course, and unless some exception had been taken to it they were
not at liberty to omit doing so. Then the view which he took of the sub-
Ject was this :—there was a great connexional property at stake, and it
was not a mere Conference matter.

J. HeALD, Esq., M. P., put it to Mr: Hall what Mr.- Hunter’s (his late
colleague) course would have been under similar circumstances.

Mr, Hare said his reply was, that if Mr. Hunter had been in bis posi-
tion there would have been no difficulty about the matter—he would at
once have taken counsel’s opinion and charged it to the trust estate. His
(M. H.’s) position was, however, necessarily different. He wasa Methodist
minister, and, therefore, bowed to the decision of the Conference. He
could not take his right as a mere Englishman ; his respect for the Confer-
ence prevented it, and therefore he had appealed to that body.

Dr. BunTING said the question was, what was the nature of the trust
confided in him ? what was the purpose intended by the deed? Mr. Hall
had no right to constitute himself a judge of what ought to be the ultimate
disposition of the property. The Conference had committed the manage-
ment of that business to the committee, who had a right to know that that
money was secured to the Connexion free from the contingencies which
might arise in the event of his death. The committee had a right to ask
Mzr. Hall why he had not transferred the property.

Mr. Hall said, that he had not been asked to transfer the property ; but
if'a document were put before him to transfer it to other parties, he was
prepared to sign it.

Mr, Vasey said that was not the point in hand. They wanted to mend
their position—they wanted a deed in which an acknowledgement of the
trusts intended was expressed.

After some further discussion Mr. P. Bunting read the trust clauses in
the deed which the committee were desirous Mr. Hall should sign.

Dr. BEAUMONT said that he certainly thought Mr. Hall ought to make
the transfer; and if he had a conscientious or an intellectual difficulty
which could be removed by counsel’s opinion, he ought for his own perso-.
nal satisfaction to have taken it; aud then, should he be involved in any
pecuniary loss, make an appeal to the committee. Moreover, he felt that

such was the magnitude of the affair, that even had the commitiee refused
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to repay him, he should, in Mr. Hall’s case, have thought it an henour to .
pay it himself. ’

Mr. HaLL said, that he considered that he was called upon to make a
simple transfer of the property on account of the contingency of life, and
did not for a moment suppose that a transfer meant a deed of trust. When
he read the deed, he found he was to convey a certain property, the whole
of which he was not really in possession of. There was a miner in the
case, and that minor’s signature had not been attached tu the original
conveyance ; and it struck him that it was a fair point to place before
counsel, whether it was competent in them to declare a trust under such
circumstances. He was also under the impression that, although no trusts
were delared in the conveyance of the property to him, the fact of those
deeds being enrolled was an indication sufficient that a trust was involved.
He found that the deed he was called upon to sign gave the power to other
parties to do anything with the property without any responsibility as to
appropriation ; and he laboured under the conviction that some general
clause should be introduced, specifying upon their demise what should be
done with the funds. These were his only objections.

A very protracted discussion ensued, in which Drs. Bunting and Beau-
mont, the Revds. Thos. Vasey, W. Barton, John Rattenbury, and Messrs.
Farmer, Heald, and P. Bunting took part ; at the close of which,

Mr. FARMER proposed, Dr. BUNTING seconded, and the Lorp Mavor
of York supported, a resolution to the effect,—That the committee having
listened with the most patient consideration to the request of the committee
in London to the Rev. S. R. Hall to execute the deed, earnestly express
their conviction that Mr. Hall should at once comply with such request.

On the question being put,

Dr. BEAUMONT asked a pause before the sense of the meeting was taken,
in the hope that Mr. Hall would prevent the necessity of such a course.

During the delay the Rev. F. A. WEsT referred to the absence of the
Secretary of the Conference, which was occasioned by serious illness. He
had made enquiries on the subject, and ascertained that it would be some
days before the rev. gentleman would be able to attend to business.

After a brief pause,

Mr. FaRMER said he should have no objection to the resolution standing
over till the evening, to allow an opportunity for Mr. Hall to consult anv

rson he pleased, but with this understanding—that’ there should be no

urther discussion.

The question was then deferred, and the committee adjourned till five
o’clock in the evening.

During the course of the discussion, testimony was borne to the excel-
lence of Mr. Hall’s character, and deep regrets expressed for the hostile
position in which conscientious scruples had placed him with the committee.-

The Rev. J. RATTENBURY also assured Mr. Hall that the feelings of. the
committee towards him were of the most friendly kind.

. Evening Sitling.

The committee re-assembled at five o'clock; the President of the Confer--
ence in the chair. After the usual devotional exercises, )

The PrEsSIDENT said the committee now waited for Mr. Hall’s decision..

Mr. Hall said, perhaps the meeting would allow him to say, that he {3
great obligation for the time and attention which hod been bestomed wpon.
the consideration of that question—he could scarcely call v h&.\\\e}a\\;‘?‘;

for he had no evidence on his part to offer. His position Wos AWOITR T
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& communieation from the secretary, the substance of which had been s
ted—that, not being a trustee, he could not act under legal advice
hrough the courtesy of parties at the moming sitting, the matter had
been referred to & legal gentleman, Mr. Cooper, who had looked over the
deeds, and had suggested one or two alterations, which met very fully his
own views on the first objection started. That gentleman had also sug-
gested to him a very specific interpretation of the second objection, viz.,
that which related to the appropriation clause. It was now proposed te
introduce such a clause, and he was prepared to say, very thankfully, that,
having been advised by that gentleman, he was ready to sign the deed.
He, however, again objected to a letter, which had been frequently referred
to, being put on the minutes.

Mr. Vasgy reiterated o statement he had before made that the letter
was understood to be to the committee, and had been so considered by
all the members. He assured Mr. Hall that he had pot intentionally
placed a communication of his in a public position that was for a private
perasal only.

Mr. ScorT, in the absence of the committee’s professional adviser, and
of a great number of the committee, could only say, that as far as he un-
derstood Mr. Cooper’s proposition, it was perfectly unobjectionable. He
should like Mr. Bunting to look at the interlineations. He hoped the
engrossed deed could be interlined with what was proposed, so as to save
the expense of another deed.

Mr. CoorER hoped it conld. Since he had seen Mr. Scott, he had
als0 seen Mr. Bunting, who agreed with him as to the propriety of the
alterations. (Hear, hear.)

The CEAIRMAN—With this understanding, is Brother Hall to relieve
us all at once by signing ?

Mr, Harr—1I beg pardon if I did not make myself clearly understood.
gatever Mr. Cooper advises me to sign I am prepared to sign. (Hear,

ar. )

Shortly afterwards Mr. Bunting, Mr. Cooper, and Mr. Hall left the
room, and, in a few minates, the President announced that the deed was
signed, sealed, and delivered. (Applause.)

The Normal Semimary.

After some questions put by Mr. FARMER, as to the nnmber of scholars,

Mr. ScorT proceeded to state the financial position of the committee,
with respect to the Normal Schools. The estimated cost of the building,
farnitare, &c., to complete the Training and Normal Bchools, at West-
minster, was, for buildings, £17,473 ; gas fittings, (also tendered for and
included in the contract as a separate item,) £210; stoves, (also tendered
for and included in the contract,) £261; Architect’s commission, in
round numbers, £850; Clerk of the works, £200; Furnishing of the
training schools, principal's house, and normal schools, £2,000; Law
expenses, not yet paid, (including the expense of the trust deed,) £150.
There was also an item for an unexpired lease: Sundries, for extras, and
things not taken into account, or not at present foreseen, £500; making
in all, £23,144. He then adverted to the money available towards the
cost. He wished to say that the committee were convinced that it was
highly important to keep faith with the public;—(hear, hear)—that
baving obtained, by a special contribution, £20,000, and the half of the
amnited fand, from year to year, to go on, for seven years, in accomyplishing

# specific purpose, set forth in the resolution of the meeting in London,
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in 1843, he had thought it right, that they should make no appropriation
of the money that would alienate so much of it as would prevent them
from carrying into full effect the engagement made at the time. These
were two years of the seven unexpired; and when the accounts of the
present year were closed, the treasurers would have a balance in their
hands, according to the present calculation, of £1,057 6s. 9d. Taking
the expenditure at the average of the last three years, it would be, for all
-items, for 1850, £3,071 13s. 4d., and the same sum for 1851, to complete
the seven years, making £6,143 6s. 8d. to be provided in order to carry
them on to the end of the seven years. To meet this expenditure, there
would be a balance in the treasurer’s hands of £1,057 5s. 9d. ;—Dividends
on £14,000 stock, to be received in October, for they would most probably
not have touched the stock before then—(he reckoned nothing for next
year, however, on that account)—£220 17s. 4d. Then the united fund
for 1850, taking it at the average of the last four years, would be £2,613
16s. 8d.; and the same amount for 1831, would make a total of available
proceeds, for those two years, of £6,505 16s. bd., which left a surplus for
contingencies, after providing for the expenses of the two years, of £362
9s. 9d. With this balance in hand, he feit confident they might safely
leave the treasurers alone. In June, they had £14,000 in the Three-
and-a-Quarter per Cent. Stock, which was then at 91, and therefore he
had deducted 9 per cent.; the funds were higher at present, and it was
hoped they would be still higher when the sale was effected; but, de-
ducting, as then, 9 per cent., the amount would be £12,740. Then there
was the Children’s Fund £400. The old materials they had put down
at £500, but, since then, part had been sold, and it was found their value
was not so great as calculated, and probably £210 would be their value.
They might have got £300 for them, to be worked up into the new
building, but all their practical men objected to it. Cash in the treasurer's
hand, from the Kingswood fund, £450. Making, in all, £14,090, of
their own money now available. Then there was a grant from Govern-
ment, of £7,000, which swelled the amount into £21,090, leaving a de-
ficienoy of £1,054. Now, it was quite possible, that practical men, in
looking over the estimate, would find that they had made some omission.
One thing they had already proved, was, that the foundation was not so
good as was anticipated, and there would be greater excavation than was
calculated upon, which would increase the cost. Besides that, he knew
of nothing else that was likely to be a material addition. He wished,
therefore, to say, that they would not be safe in just telling the connexion
that £1,054 would complete the building; they ought, at least, to have
£2,000. (Hear.) The annual expenditure of the Normal Schools they
estimated as follows :—Principal’s salary, with private house and board
in the establishment, £200; Head master, (non resident,) £400; two
masters, with apartments and board in the college, £120, £60 each ; two
masters, with houses provided on the premises, £300 ; two other masters,
with houses not on the premises, £400: making the salaries to amount
to £1,420. The board and furnishing of 100 etudents, at 8s. per week,
#£2,080 ; board of four officers, £200 3 servants’ board and wages, £250;
matron’s salary, £50; books and stationery, £100; linen and furniture,
£200, medical expenses, £150; taxes and rates, £150; repairs, 100 ;
fuel and light, £200; water, £100; making in all, just £5000. Dr.
Kay Shuttleworth, at his request, had given him sn estimele, Weiso
amounted to £4,758 ; and he said the establishment migotve ““?ﬁ
for £45 & student, by great management ; bk, in sl PrOPTTITL Y
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cost £50 per student, and the committee's estimate amounted to £50

per student. They reckoned their annual income in the following
manner :—800 children, at 2d. per week, forty-eight weeks in the

year, £320. They might, perhaps, realize more from some of the superioe
children, if they got their school into as high repute as the Glasgow
sochool was, Well, then, eighty students, at £20 per annum, allowed by
the government ;—it would be perceived, that they reckoned that the
institution would have one hundred students, but he thought it was pos-
sible that when the inspector came to examine at the end of twelve
months, there might be a few who would not pass the examination :—
taking them eighty at £20, there would be £1,600. There was also the
augmentation of salary of four masters by government, £120. Of course,
deduction would be made from the salaries allowed to them in anticips-

tion of such augmentation. The next item was one to which he had
paid considerable attention. He did not think it was, upon the whole,
beneficial to the individuals themselves, or convenient to the committee,

or for the advantage of their friends, that they should give their instrue-
tion gratuitously. (Hear.) In the first place, no other educational es-
tablishments of the kind did this but their own. (Hear.) Itwas a pro-
per thing, perhaps, to have done it hitherto ; but he more than questioned
whether it would be well to continue it. (Hear.) Besides, what a man
could get for nothing he did not care much to seek after; but what he
obtained by effort, thought, and diligence, was valued more highly; and
therefore it would be very beneficial to the students themselves. Consi-
dering, too, the position which the masters would in the course of a few
yeuars assume in consequence of the training they would receive, he
thought it was not unreasonable that they should pay for it. (Hear.) He
had thought that £10, at least, should be paid, though some of the friends
thought £15 would not be out of the way. (Cries of “ hear,” and “:£20,”)
It was left an open question. But he would not have the rale without
exception. He would provide exhibitions, where there was a good deal
of peculiar merit in a pupil teacher, who had, for five years, distinguished
himself, so that he might have his education gratuitously, under peculiar
circumstances of inability. He would have a certain number of Places
vacant, which the Committee were to fill up, with cases of peculiar cha-
racter. And he hoped that, in the course of time, there would be gene-
rous friends, who would make donations to the institution, by which
these exhibitions might be increased in number; and perhaps there
might be some gentlemen out of the connexion who would do 8o, because
they approve of the plans pursued in the college. There was another
reason. The government would present an exhibition to certain pupils,

who had made great proficiency, and they would be sent to some one or
other of the Normal institutions, with £20 for their maintenance ; and

that sum it was not thought the pupils should retain. Taking, however,

80 students, .at £10 per annum each, that would be £800, making the

entire income £2,840, which, deducted from the £5,000, would leave s

deficiency of £2,160. Besides this, there must be added to the annual

expenditure, a sum for outfit, inspector’s salary, and other miscellaneous

expenses, which must be incurred in administering the system. These

items, exclusive of the expenses of training the students at the Normal

School for the last three years, had amounted, on the average, to £1,516

3s. 7d. The annual deficiency at the Normal School, would be £2,160;

1he sum annually requjred for extra expenditure, £1,500; making alto-

gother, £3,660. If they took the moiety of the United Fund, the wam it
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had realized during the last four years, was £2,613 16s. 8d., leaving a
deficiency of £1046 3s. 4d. to be annually raised above the present
moiety of the United Funds. They would, therefore, want the compara-
tively small additional sum of £2,000, in addition to what they
possessed, to get the buildings paid for, so as not to leave a shil-
ling of debt upon them. (lear.) As to raising this £2,000, if
it was divided amongst the four hundred circuits of the Connexion,
it would be but five pounds each; or Conference might give & sanction to
the committee’s going into some of the principal places, to hold publie
meetings, and state the case as they did in 1843 and 1844 ; they could
get the money, and the course would do good by stimulating effort. He
asked, could there be any difficulty in raising the annual outlay of £3,500
or £4000, for the maintenance of such a system as this ? The institution
would give to local circuits a very considerable assistance, by providing
them well-trained teachers, and by the guarantee of outfit, meeting the
first expense of setting up a school. Then he would say, again, they
required such an institution. It was not convenient, to say the least of
it, when they had passed them in London, to send them to Glasgow,
(hear,)and there to leave them without efficient and complete superinten-
dence, (cheers,) especially when it was considered that these teachers
were to be the principal persons on the circuits in future years. They
had been hitherto highly favoured. Mr. Stow, had been a valuable friend;
and the masters had been choice men, but it might have been very much
otherwise. Besides, if the Free Church of Scotland carried out the general
purposes that were announced in the Report of the General Assembly,
they would want for themselves all the masters that these two institu-
tions could furnish, so that the counexion might have, at least, a very
much smaller number admitted in time to come, or be excluded altogether.
(Hear.) Then,he thoughtthey had gone too far to retreat; they had bought
the land. They had presented their case to government, who had re-
ceived the application with great readiness; for in three days after their
application, the committee received their answer that £7,000 was granted;
and, he was bound to say, that in all their intercourse with government,
they had met the kindest treatment, (hear,) and he believed there was an
appreciation, in the minds of the Committee of Council, of the high value
of the services which the connexion as a body had rendered to the poorer
classes (hear, hear) of the people of this country. (Hear.) He did not
believe there was a member of the committee who would speak dis-
paragingly of their Sunday Schools, for they had come to the under-
standing that, whatever else might have been done, they had taught good
principles, and that those principles had had a salutary effect on the
minds of the people in times of disturbance, (hear, hear,) and that, if it
had not been for the instruction there given, they would have acted, in
all probability, in a very different manner. (Hear.) Supposing they
had abandoned the schools, or they were not now to carry them out, what
would have been the position of those who had advocated their claims ?
Then, other religious educational bodies in the country had their Educa-
tional Training Establishments. And he thought they were called upon,
by religious duty, at this time, not merely to set up the institution, bu
also to maintain it. It was not fair to the poorer members of the Society
to oblige them to send their children to the schools of other denomina-
tions. And when they saw all the religious bodies in Whe cowenry
exerting themselves in this direction, it Was not quite consi\ent A
the zeal that had marked the Wesleyan Lody from the Degumi™es—
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¢hat bullt their chapels and got the people to atiend them,~—end filled
those chapels and brought the adults to hear the gospel,—that they
should leave the children of the poor to be gathered up by other people
who were more sealous than themseclves. (Hesr.) He thought the
present time was favourable. Governinent was once in danger of taking
the education of the country under their own management, but they were
opposed, and government had now left the eduoation of the people in the
hands of the religious bodies, allowing them to teach as they pleased,
only requiring that a good secular education shounld be given. The con-
nexion, therefore, should take advantage of it, and be prepared to do
their share of the work in this their own department. (Hear.) He knew
certainly, these schools were answering the purposes of the connexion;
—they were really rendering services of the highest religious kind. God
had blessed them by pointing out a system of instruetion, which was admir-
ably adapted for the communication of religious knowledge, and he had
given them teachers converted to God, and devoted to their work, and all
these things were loud calls to exert themselves in regard to eduocationsl
efforts. He hoped that something would go from that meeting, strongly
urging npon the connexion the great work of christian education.

- The Rev. JAMES METHLEY congratulated the meeting on the fact, that
many questions which had been opened at first were now settled, and they
had made considerable advances towards the completion of their purposes.
The principal matter which, he conceived, ought at present to occupy
their attention, was the religious part of the question—that it was their
duty to retain, with parental affection, the whole of the children brought
under their sapervision. Great efforts were now making, by members of
the Church of England, among the poor, through the medinm of schools,
which were kept in most efficient operaticn. This was the case particularly
in reference to Leeds. There the Church had a system of education, si-
lently working, which was telling very unfavourably on their Sundsy
Schools. With one exception, every church had its day-schools, for boys
and girls, and those schools contained 3,411 children. Mr. M. then went
on to show the sort of ageney and influence employed to induce parents
of other denominations to send their children to the church schools; and
he also showed, by quoting passages from a small tract pet into the hands
of the children, the kind of theology, and the envenomed party spirit
inculeated by the Puseyite ‘clergy. Amongst other things, it was stated
in this tract, that ¢ by baptism in the church we are regenerated or born
again ; "—that ¢ the only duly authorized ministers are bishops, grhnl,
and deacons ;"’—that * they who are not in communion with the Church
are not in communion with Christ;”—that it was a duty to * abstain
from going to Dissenters’ meetings ;”” and that ¢ diesent was schism,"” smd
schism “ a sin against God.” He urged them to prompt and continuous
effort in extending their educational plan, both for the sake of the souls of
their children, and for the sake of Christ.

The Rev. C. PrEs?, had taken occasion, when in Leeds a few weeks
ago, to attend the weekly catechising at the Parish Church in the after-
noon. The mivister was & very able man. He asked a few questions
from the Church Catechism, and then extemporized, interestingly, on
these questions. He had evidently two objects in view: the ostensible
one was, to instruct the ehildren; the more important one was, to instruct
those of larger growth through the children. There were, in every con-
@gregation, a number of persons who ought to be talked to as an able man
would talk to a child; and he should be glad if, in addition to many other
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good things in the Connexion, they could adopt some public mode of
ecatechising, which, he was persuaded, would be attended by the very best
results. Hooker spoke of catechising, not only as pradent and proper, but
as one of the most remarkable  exemplifications of wisdom connected with
the early developement of Christianity as taught in the church : none of
the heathen philosophers ever discovered a method so fraught with good,
so practically wise, and so extensively beneficial. He should be glad to
co-operate in carrying out such a system. He concluded by moving—

¢That this Committee, having heard the statements of the London Edu-
cation Committee, respecting the outlay contemplated in the erection of *
the Normal Schools, &ec., at Westminster, and the proposed means for
meeting such expenditure,—-also statements of the probable annual cost of
efficiently conducting such establishment, and a plan for providing for
this charge,express their gratification atfinding that both these most desirable
objects are shown to be practicable,—~aud cordially concar in the following
resolution of the Committee, held in London on the 12th of June:—

¢ That this meeting is of opinion that the revised plan and estimates
now brought before it are on the whole satisfactory, and in its judge-
ment will not incur the risk of any such ¢ future and contingent em-
barrassment’ as would justify any further delay in attempting to
carry out the noble scheme which has been so long contemplated ;
that though difficulties must in every such case be anticipated, they
are not so great but that they may be surmounted by the blessing of
God, and the enlightened zeal and benevolence of our friends; that
further delay would in various ways be most hazardous, and, indeed,
inevitably injurious; and that, therefore, this General Committee
hereby sanctions and authorizes the Sub-Committee to take such
immediate steps as they may think expedient for the erection of the
‘Westminster School, on the most economical plan which they may

yet be able to devise : ’
And therefore earnestly recommend the Conference to afford both schemes
their continued sanction, in confidence that the Connexion will fully dis-

.charge their duty in this important Wesleyan and national object. And

this Commiittee beg to suggest that the Connexion would be found ready
to give a very adequate amount of pecuniary support, if the Education
Committee were directed to send a depntation to some of the leading
towns, for the purpose of stating the plans and objects connected with this
great movement,”

Mr. FARMER said, it was to him, in some respects, a matter of regret
that he was placed in circumstances which disabled him from moving the
resolution—being one of the Committee to whom it incidentally referred
—but he might be justified in rising to express his approbation of it. He
cordially approved of it, not only for the reasons assigned, but also in
consequence of his own observations and experience during the past year.
On former occasions, he had expressed some doubt as to the desirubleness
of the undertaking,—not because he did not approve of the measure, but
because he considered it too formidable. He thought, by some means,
they might be relieved of this onerous work. His experience and enquiries
however, had gone to prove, that unless they did act upon something like
the plan proposed, and with more vigour and earnestness than they bad
done, they would have to deprecate what would take glace. (Bewx) W=
had made an experiment in the neighbourhood with which be was m;\\
neoted, where he bad established & school at his own expense. LB,
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did not operate as he expected, in stirring up those who claimed to exer-
cise a right over the parish, to make a corresponding effort. There ws
& school, but it was of an indifferent character, belonging to the Establish-
ment. At leogth the crisis scemed to arrive. An individual, who
himself on his death-bed, offered £500 towards the formation of

ational School, one-third to be appropriated to endowment. A i
was called, at which he attended, and at which he expressed the love be
felt for education and his desire to promote it, by co-operation in evesy
way : and he put the question, whether, sopposing the children of nca-
conformists availed themselves of the instruction proposed, not excluding
the catechism, they might yet attend the chapel which their parents fre-
queated t  His reason for putting the question was, because he had known
a child disgraced for going to a non-conformist Sunday school: He was
told, that he had taken the meeting by surprise, and was asked to put his
question in writing. He wrote a letter, as courteously as he could, which
was laid before the diocesan, who recommended that no departure should
take place from the rules. (Hear.) Under these circumstances, he with
drew an offer of £50, which he had provisionally made,—but, to show his
good-will, gave £10 as a contribution, expressing more regret than s
because he thought the course taken injurious to the interests of the church.
He believed that was the principle which was in operation. (Hear.) He
could conceive that, unless they had schools, the desire after education
would not abate, but increase, among their people as well as others; and,
whilst this desire was felt, it would be too severe a tax to place upon them,
to expect that they would abandon all the privileges of daily instruction,
merely to secure that of the Sunday school. (Hear.) This system would
operate against themselves, unless they adopted some educational course.
He was disappointed to find, that only 1,120 boysand 428 girls had been
brought under instruction during the past year. This was going on ats
very slight rate. They ought to do all they could to carry out this mea-
sure. He had it upon his mind, that Methodism was as efficient now e
ever it was; but, to secure its efficiency, it must be conducted upon the
principle which unites and gives force to all voluntary associations—that
of mutual confidence. (Hear.) They should consider themselves as one,
—for it was as one they were able to do good. The division which induced
mistrust, from whatever quarter it came, would be the means of depressing
all mental energy, and of withholding the pecuniary resources which were
necessary to support what the mind suggested as desirable. He had
pleasure in co-operating in this movement,—and hoped it would be * one
and all.” They were indebted to their good friend, Mr. Scott, for going
80 largely into the subject. He did not think it necessary to inquire whe-
ther they should go on,—they were committed to the question; and it
would be a disgrace to do anything that would disparage them in the esti-
mation of Government. He believed in the sincerity of the Committee of
Council ; and it was the opposition they met with, in another direction,
which prevented them from doing more. (Hear.) In conclusion, he called
upon them to carry out the measure in order to secure the liberty of
conscience to all those who otherwige might be under the necessity of going
for education to the National Schools.

The Loeb MAYoR of YORK said, he had been called upon to support
the resolution, which was a duty as gratifying as it was easy, since Mr.
Farmer had made the speech upon it. For forty years, at least, he had
felt an attachment to schools, and a desire to see education promoted and

propagated ; for “ knowledge was power,”’ and Wherever good knowledge
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was imparted to youth, it was reasonable to hope that, in riper years, it
.would produce the fruits of good living. In reference to raising the £2000
‘he saw no difficulty ; if apportioned among the circuits it would soon be
procured. When he considered the importance of Christian education,
he had no misgivings on the subject, especially when it was kept in mind
‘that those educated at the Normal school would be the future religious
instructors of our children. The great difficulty would be in the raral dis-
tricts, from the opposition of the parish priests, many of whom were
young, and tinctured with Puseyism. He referred in terms of warm com-
mendation, to the recent charge of the Archbishop of York, Dr. Musgrave,
who had given a severe blow to Puseyism, by the distinct way in which he
had laid down the principles held by Methodists on justification by faith,
and bad shown the fallacy of justification by baptism. He then referred
to the destitute state of the children of Irish emigrants, and described the
means taken in York to afford them instruction and relief, observing, that
the prevention of crime was better than its punishment, and that it
was wiser to contribute hundreds and thousands to education, than expend
-them in prosecution and transportation. He concluded by seconding the
resolution.

. Mr., WaLKER said, in visiting the schools, he had found some of the
children very ignorant of the Conference Catechism; and, oo appealing
to the teachers the answer was, “ We don’t pretend to instruct the children
memorially, but to instil the doctrines into their minds.” Now he should
like to have the catechisms in their memories as well as in their minds.
(Hear.) If the children were instructed more in the Conference Cate«
chisms, the system of education would be more Methodistically popular.

The Rev. T. VAsEY said, there had been some ground of complaint of
this nature ;—the teachers had been disposed to exercise the intellect
rather than to exercise the memories of their pupils ;—bat instructions
had been given that they were to teach the text of the catechism, and ac-
cording to the Model Deed, recognised by the government, the Conference
Catechisms were to form part of the daily instructions in the schools, so
that it was now legally obligatory. (Hear.)

The resolution was then passed unanimously.

Mr. Kav, after expressing his delight at the active measures now taking
place for the extension of education, and at the happy progress already
made, moved the following resolution :—

¢ That this Committee respectfully requests the Conference to take means
for calling the attention of the circuits generally to the meuasures now taken
to complete the organization of the Educational system, arid to urge upon
them the duty of taking corresponding measures, in the several localities,
for providing means for the employment, toits full extent, of thut enlarged
agency, which will shortly be provided by means of the Normal Institution
now in progress.”’

He hoped there would be a succession of meetings, not ouly in every dis-

trict, but in every large town throughout the kingdom, to rouse the people

to a sense of the duty they owed to themselves, to their children, and to

the Church of God. A meeting held in Manchester had been attended

with great success. In Methodism, they were not capable of doing any-

thing as successfully as they ought, except by simultaneous influence

which they exercised upon one another. He hoped this great movement

would tend to the spiritual prosperity of the Connexion, snd the yeoeve\

well-being of the country. A
Dr. Haxsag had felt sincere gratification in listening to the teport
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addresses, and especially to the lominous statement and powerful
ments of his friend Mn Seott. He congratulated the meeting o::
unity of view and feeling which prevailed on this most momentous que
tion. He trusted the proceedings would lead to a rich and abiding ressk;
and concladed by seconding the motion.

Mr. Scort observed, two things would contribute towards such a remit
First, the times were better, and their friends were more eapable of for
nishing pecuniary means for the establishment of echools in their ssvenl
vicinities ; and then, as to the expense of schools, the committee had bees
led, in consequence of the angmentation afforded by governmeat t
properly qualified teachers, to recommend lower salaries.

The resolution was then passed unanimously.

Mr. Cnoox anticipated, from this great undertaking, perhaps as med
as from anything he was ever connected with in Methodism. He referel
to the state of education in Liverpool, twenty years ago, when almost sl
the schools of that large town were in their power, and at present, wha
immense exertions were making by other religious bedies,
members of the Establishment. He approved of the payment, durisg
training, of £15 or even £20 by the students in the Normal S8chools~
except in cases where it might be proper to remit it altogether,—hoping
they would get as good if not a better education there than elsewhere,~
and eoncluded by moving —

¢ That the thanks of the Conference be presented to the Rev. Johs
Seott, the Chairman of the Education Committee ; to James Hunter, Rey,
and the Rev. John Ratrenbury, the Treasurers; to the Rev. Themas
Vasey, the Rev. James Gilchrist Wilson, and the Rev. Michael C. Taylor,
the Secretaries: to the Members of the acting Committee, for the zealous
and faithful manver in which they had discharged the daties of theic
respective departments during the year.”

The Rev. R. Youxa seconded the resolution. He had read the last
printed report, and must say, the officers of the society had done their
duty, and hed done it well. [t was one of the most statesman-like dees-
ments he had ever perused, and had been largely eirculated in the West of
England. In the Penzance Cirenit, two schools were in effective operation,
the children made encouraging progress, and many of the elder scholan
were under a powerfal gracious influence.

The resolution was then passed unanimonsly, and acknowledged by
Mr. Scorr.

Mr. HEavup, in consequence of a general call from the meeting, came
forward to address it. Very little remained for him to say ; he should
merely express an opinion on one or two points. He had a strong ocon-
viction that they ought to obtain, from candidates for admission into the
Normal School, some adequate payment towards defraying the expenses.
(Hear.) He would not tie the committee down to the exact sum ; bat he
saw mo reason why it should not be romething like the amount ob:
by other bodies in similar institutians. (Hear.) They ought to hold up
the standard high, and convey an impressian that their institution was to
rank as one of the most eligible, important, and efficient edueational
establishments in the country. He pointed out the difference in the
g];ndple upon which it was founded, between the Normal School and the

eological Institution. There was un essential difference between calling
men to the work of the ministry, and quatifyieg them for the office of

teachers; and he thought few would be recommended as candidates, by
aay locality, who had not some friends, %0 contrivate towerda her wepport:.
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&90 a year for 100 students would be £2,000 per annum; at the same
time, he would leave the committes to give assistance in cases of native
salent conneeted with poverty and destitution. (Cheers.) In conclusion,
e reminded them, that they bad come forward, in such a manner, befors
the government and the country,—had invited public atteation by selecting
such a locality,—and had received such a grant, as rendered it imperative
wupon them to provide ome of the most effective establishments in her
Majesty’s dominious.
The proceedings then closed.

MISSIONARY COMMITTEE OF REVIEW,

This important committee assembled on Tuesday, the 24th of July, in
Oldham-street Chapel. The President in the chair. The attendance
Was as usual very numerous.

The Rev. Dr. BEEcHAM read the minutes of the several committee and
sub-committee meetings which have been held in London during the
yeear, which presented a geueral view of the society’s operations, and the
resolutions which passing circumstauces caused the committee to adopt.
Special reference was made to the home expeaditure, upon which subject
some explanations were offered. The salaries of the missionary secre-
taries were stated to be only £150, the same amount as is received by
preschers in the First London Circuit, and the additional expense in this
department, was occasioned by the circumstance, that the houses of the
secretaries were otcupied, not by them only, but by returned missionaries,
and others who were about to start to the mission field. The question
of reducing the number of secretaries was then eutertained; but it did
not appear that a due regard for the interests of the society would allow
of it. If, eighteen years ago, there were three secretaries, when the num-
ber of mission stations was 156, the uumber of missionaries and assist-
ants 218, the number of members 43,000, and the income of the society
only £52,000, it would be difficult to wake it appear, that four secretaries
wers t00 many now, when the society’s income was doubled, when the
namber of its members was more than doubled, when the number of its
missionaries was 393, and the business of the secretaries and the com-
mitéee has proportionately increased, by having now devolved upon them
290 central or principal stations, instead of 156, (hear,) the total number
io 1831. The same remarks were applicable to the clerks and other sub-
ordinate persons employed; a small addition had been made to their
aumber daring the last eighteen years, but not in proportion to the in-
crease of business. One of the additional number was & travelling agent,
the importance of whose services was strikingly shown, and whose ex-
penses were more than paid by the result of his visits. The committee
resolved, that, having briefly examined the different items of the balance-
sheet, and having received varioys explanations from the treasurers and
secretaries, it approved of the continued economy shown in the printing
and general management of the society.

The expenditure of the society, up to the 30th of June, was £41,003,
being £3,471 less in the amount of expenditure at the same period in
3848, The treasurers were now in advance £32,554 10s. 6d. The com-
mittee regretted 0 say, that they did not see it prudent and practicable
to effect any extension of the missions nnder their care, except in.cases
where there was & ressonable greund to hope that no additiona) sxpruas
would be brought upom tire funds of the sotiety. The WAAMCDIN HRRTAE
of missionaries required was fifty. '




"Dr. BunTing would take the opportunity of stating to the committee,
that he had received a painful letter from the Mission-house, referring to
the very serious and dangerous illness of Dr. Alder. The history of the case,
80 far as he knew it, was this: During the late examination of candidates
in London, according to usval custom, a number were sent to Dr. Alders
house. One of them, Mr. Bryant, son of their late brother, the Rev. John
Bryant, who died in Devonshire, was seized with Asiatic cholera of the
worst form, and it was by the medical gentlemen accounted a special in-
terposition of Providence, in answer to prayer, that he was at all recovered.
This naturally produced a very painful effect and shock on the mind of
Mrs. Alder, and both she and Dr. Alder had ever since been seriously un-
well. Mrs. Alder was much better, but in Dr. Alder’s case the results were
likely to be more permanent. Dr. Bunting then read a letter he had
received from Mr Griffiths, one of the surgeons who had attended Dr. Alder.
It stated that the Dr. had been delirious for three days, and had been ins
state of great danger,—so great, that he (Mr. Griffiths) had visited him
several times a day, and one night his son remained with him in the house.
‘On Monday the improvement was very marked, mentally as well as bodily.
‘On Tuesday, he pronounced him out of danger unless some unforeseen
circumstaunce interfered, but his attendance at the Conference was out of
the question. Dr. Bunting read a letter from the Rev. Mr. Hoole, enclosing
8 letter from Mr. Griffiths, sent to him. Mr. Hoole had been to Hatton
Garden on Sunday afternoon, but Dr. Alder was too weak to be seen.
The complaint came after the cholera, for he had had the cholera, but
only of common English character. Mr. Hoole was not equal to the
journey to Manchester, and to attendance on the committee. Dr. Bunting
concluded by recommending Dr. Alder and Mr. Fowler to the prayers of
the brethren.

The CRATRMAN said, he had pleasure in saying, that Mr. Fowler was
better that morning.

Dr. BuNTING 8aid, that two of their principal servants, Mr. Adam, the
shipping agent, and Mr. John Wesley, the accountant, were both laid up
with the English cholers, so that Mr. Hoole was placed in an embarrassing
situation.

The Rev. Jorx ScorT rose and spoke as follows:—I feel it on my heart
to say a few words on the subject that is presented to the committee, in &
very late portion of the Minutes,—the Seccretaries’ salaries. (Hear.) I
find that it has been very extensively spread abroad, that an enormous
amount of money is paid to the secretaries and for their establishments,—
that there is a great waste of public money in those items of onr expendi-
ture, and great extravagance. I am not one to lightly tax anybody with
a bad heart or bad feeling, but I think the animus of those representations
may appear, if I just state the case to the meeting. I find that statements
have been put forth prejudicial to our Missionary interests, —for the attack
is upon our Missionary interests, (hear,) upon the Missionary feeling of our
connexion,—the parties making this attack know that the Missionary
cause is dear to our people,—that they have supported it for years with
great zeal and liberality,—that anything infringing upon their feeling in
this respect would be likely to make a great impression ;—that seemed to
e the basis upon which the appeal is made. These statements were put
forth in a ¢ Fly.Sheet,” three or four years ago, but no copy of it was ever
sent to me as one of the Missionary Treasurers. I don’t know whether
one was sent to my friend and colleague, Mr. Farmer, but I never saw it
except incidentally. I was down in the country, and one of my brethren
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showed it to me. I took no notice of it, for I felt assured, that the repre~
sentations it made were not true; and I supposed that if there was any
serious complaint some brother, some man or other in the body, would
come and ask the causes and so give us an opportunity of explanation, if
there was anything that wanted explanation. (Hear.) The thing has
yun on I find, for three or four years, making its way in the connexion,
and among our people, and I dare say among my dear brethren the min-
isters, until lately. 1 have found from several representatives, that there
is a great deal of uneasiness about the matter ; I find too,—~and this is my
principal reason for mentioning it,—they are printed in a book, which I
was able the other day to buy in the book market, and therein I find &
statement to this effect, that our missionary secretaries are costing us very
much more than Methodist ministers cost the connexion,—that they are
living in a state of great splendour and extravagance, in their several
establishments,—and that our people, by their generous contributions to
the missionary cause are paying for all this. Well, now, I would just
say, if any person, friendly to the missionary cause, wishful to have any-
thing cleared up, had felt any difficulty, if he would have come to us,
especially if a minister of our body (hear)—if he had the heart of a disciple
of Christ, and of a servant of God, in this great Missionary cause, and
would have said, “ I feel some conscientious scruples about those items
that are inserted in your report ; can you explain how this difficulty is to
be met that has occurred to me ?’—I am quite assured I should have been
pleased to give him every explanation ; and if he was a man at all entitled
to such attention from us,—and I beg to say we feel the greatest regard for
all our brethren,—Mr. Farmer and myself would have been willing to
take him to our ledgers and show him our expenditure, item by item.
1 have to say on this subject, that, in that book there is & great misrepre-
sentation set forth, as to the salaries of the Missionary Secretaries. One
of my people in Islington said, that he had heard that Dr. Beecham had
£800; some said it was only £500; buthe had no means of contradict- .
ing it; and he wished, if it could, that it might be contradicted. The
salaries of our Secretaries, as & great number of my brethren know, and
I believe the gentlemen generally know, certainly the Missionary Com-
mittee know very well, are the same— (hear)—that is to say, they receive
the same amount for their support as the venerable Mr. Reece received
in City Road, as I received when I followed him, and those who followed
him for many‘ears; it was adjusted entirely on what the London circuits
allowed to these Ministers. Some three years ago, it was thought desi-
rable to put the items together ; in the case of the Theological Institutions,
a new arrangement was made as to the occupants of the offices there, and
it was thought desirable to put the items of board and quarterage of
Ministers, and their wives and servants together, in one round sum. It
was tried at Didsbury, as well as at Richmond ; then the Book Committee
adopted the same plan ; and the Missionary Committee last of all adopted
it, and the payment now is, for each Secretary, £150, (hear, hear,) in-
cluding the items I have now mentioned. (Hear.) This is the sum
that Dr. Bunting receives, £150 a year, beside the house he lives in, in-
oluding his quarterages, Mrs. Bunting’s quarterages, and their servant;
and this is the amount that Dr. Beecham, and Dr. Alder, and Mr. Hoole
receive for their services. This includes their board as well ; of course,
if there are children, then the children are in addition. (Heear.) Wow
this is the simple account of the salaries ; and 1 wigh the conneRion ™y
know it OWeIJ, then, as to expenses for houee rent snd 20 oR—1
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#he Minwute that we have inserted in our Finance Commitiee books, fully
explains the matter. There was a time, some four or five years age,
when these items were rather heavy; there was a time when we wens
sending out each year, twenty or thirty, and in some years fifty Mission.
gries: they were called up to London, and they resided for some time in
the Secretary’s house. Of course, coals, candles, and different expenses
of that kind, increased by the continuance of these brethren in the house,
But there were also retarned Missionaries who came with their families,
perhaps in a state of very bad health ; and they resided for some weeks
with the Missionary Secretaries, requiring a deal of attention, fires in the
night, and so on. Well, of course, these accounts were very considerably
asugmented,—coals, candles, and such like expenditure, all of whiech s
included in the one item of rents, rates, taxes, &c. Perhaps we might be
wrong in “lumping” these things together ; but still this is the explans-
tion. Dr. Beecham has, in fact, two houses entering one into the other;
but they were taken by the deliberative counsel of the Committee, in
order that he might have those means of accommodation ; and eonse-
quently the expense was large, and 8o it is to this day. (Hear.) In
those years when so many Missionaries were sent out, you will find thet
the expense on those items was large ; last year, when we had scarcely
any Missionaries sent out,— (hear,)—you will find it is considerably re-
duced. (Applause.) If you look at all these things, it will account for
the fluctuations we have had. Mr. Hoole, also, has been in a weak stais
of health, and some allowances have to be made on that account. I will
put it to you whether the sum of £351, which each Secretary has cost
the last year, is an enormous sum of money ;—taking every thing into
account, that is the amount of last year's expenditure. I feel exceedingly
vexed myself, because of the systematic attempt making to prejudice the
people against the Missionary cause, by attacking our Missionary Secre-
taries. If any member in our body has any objection to any one, let him
state it manfully ;—(hear;)—let Lim tell us what objection he has; let
him meet us, face to face; and do not let him go and put in the Stockport
paper, and certain other papers, certain things, intended not to stab
merely the men at the Mission-house, but the great Missionary canse
itself. (Loud applause.)

Mr. FARMER rose and explained why, when a minister had objected to
the reading of the items of the expenses of printing and so on, he had
requested that they should be given; though he quite Rnew that the
Rev. Gentleman was influenced by a feeling of confidence in the com-
mittee. At the last Conference, one or two questions were put by indivi-
duals, indicating a desire to be satisfied as to certain points of expenditure.
The answers that were then given were considered satisfactory in the
meeting, but they did not appear to have been fully satisfactory m
some quarters. He was not now saying whether it was his duty to con-
sult thoese who, without name, thought proper to express dissatisfaetion.
But he had given a sort of pledge, that, so far as any individual should
call upon him, he would go into the subject, and he would satisfy all
minds as to whether there was any reason for dissatisfaction, and whethex
the circumstances referred to in the expenditure could be lessened. He
did not say that there were not some points there, which, in a meeting
like that then assembled, should not be given; but he would rather
over-do the work than under-do it, because he would ever consider himself
an such a meeting as in 8 meeting of one family. (Applause.) It was trae,
&emight be deceived, there might be some aliens preaent—~(heer, hesx)—
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dut as a Moethodfist, be had ever considered it his great happiness to
regard himself as in a family; if it were not so, he should not have
committed himeelf, in the various ways he had, to the course he had
pursued. (Applause.) He regarded those with whom he was associated
a8 beloved brethren. (Hear, hear.) It was true, he was not so much
attacked a8 others; but he had been subjected, he believed, to some
imnsinustions. He had never thought it necessary, however, to notice
them ; beeguse he endeavoured to act according to the dictates of as
enlightened a conscience as he could acquire ; and, under those circam-
stances, he had committed his reputation, when he could do no other
way, to Him in whom he had the fullest confidence, that he would pro-
teet both himeelf and it. (Hear.) At the same time, he would not, for
one, whilst in office, endeavour to screen himself from the fullest in-
vestigation into his conduct. So long as he held office, he would
endeavour to discharge the duties that devolved upon him, whatever
might be the q , not b e he belonged to this party or
that,—he belonged to no party,—but because he belonged to the Me-
thodist SBociety, which, he considered, was the best society. Without
desiring to flatter the ministers, he considered them, as a body, the best
in the kingdom; and the Society, in regard to its conduct and manage-
ment, was a8 well conducted as any in the kingdom. If there was &
defect,—and he hoped he would never stand up for their having attained
absolute perfeotion, though they might be going on to it,—it would
arise from the circumstance, that they had more in hand than they
could do; (hear;) and they wanted to do what they had with fewer
hands and less power, than was necessary to do it. That was the case
with regard to the Missionary Society. He thought he should be more
in his place, when the opinion of the meeting had been taken, as to what
had been stated in the report,—he wished, however, before ha proceeded
further, that they should ask Mr. Irving to give his report, as that formed
an element of discussion on a former occasion, for, althougly he had
not taken the pains to read all that had been written, he could not avoid
seeing certain charges that were made with reference to the Missionary
Ship. They cleared themselves, to some extent, through the kind, per~
severing, able management of Mr. Irving, whose praise might be repeated,
a8 it had been on a former occasion ; and he now wished to call upon
Mr. Irving to give his report of the “wines, spirits, and brandy.” (A
laugh.) Let him give it as a man of business.

The Rev. GEorGE OsBorN—1I hope we are to have no more about the:
wine or brandy, because that was settled last year. (Hear.)

Mr. FARMER—I ask for permission, as upon that occasion, to make
a statement,

Mr. OsBorN—1I hope we shall have no more anonymous attacks. If
any person has a question to ask, this is the time to ask it. (Applause.)

Mr. FarMEr—There would have been a Ship Committee held this
morning, if circumstances had not prevented it; but the materials are in
the hands of Mr. Irving, and it was but right that the committee shounld
have the answer through him.

Mr. OsBorN—All I deprecate is, further replies to anonymous attacks;
we have had enough.

Dr. BuxTinG said on the subject of wine and brandy, they must re-
member these attacks were not all anonymous; in meny ceses, Tow
Temperance Societies, or some of theirtoo zealous members,ned "“\
peunded their own names to them, and there were plocexds sod porsgien
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circulated with the names of leading members, or who professed to b,
of Teetotal Societies.

Mr. OsBorN—I have no objection, so long as they are not anonymous
If any one wishes to fight, let him come out openly.

The CuarrMan—There are names. 1 can give you a large packet of
letters, with names and dates to them. I may be permitted to say that
it is an unfortunate circumstance that the explanations on the subjeet
which Mr. Irving gave to the last Conference at Hull, were not reported s
fully as some other subjects. I regret it exceedingly. I think it was very
proper that the subject should be reported. (Hear.) :

Mr. InvixG, after apologising for his late arrival, which had prevented
the committee from being lreld,stated that he had had a letter from Capt
Buck, since he last met them in Conference, in which there was s fall
and particular account rendered, without Captain Buck knowing aay
thing of what had transpired. He had a full account of all the stores
of the ship, of what had been expended, and of what remained for we
in her, after returning from her voyage of thirteen months. The
first time she sailed, of bottled liquor, ale, and porter, 140 dozems
were put on board; 65 dozens were expended, and there remained oa
board, thirteen months afterwards, 75 dozens. (Hear.) There were 30
dozens of port and sherry wine put on board ; 20 dozens were expended,
and 10 remained after the voyage. Instead of a puncheon of rum, &
reported, there was a hogshead put on board; the brandy could not be
got for the use of the ship, without a large quantity of rum ; but it was
carried to Auckland and there sold. (Hear.) There were two gallons of
Hollands gin, which were not broached, but were on board the ship now.
(Hear.) Instead of a puncheon of brandy, there were 58 gallons; 33
were expended, and 20 remained after the voyage. (Hear.) He had
had letters sent to him making various inquiries, which he did not think
proper to answer ; but as others had said, during the morning, if any
person deserving attention had written to him, or had inquired anything
about the Jokhn Wesley, from the laying down of her keel to her being
despatched upon her voyage, he would gladly have given them informs-
tion quietly. It would be seen, from the account he had given, that the
expenditure had beeen moderate, when they considered the number of
passengers that went out; and when they remembered that the ship was
three times on shore, and required assistance to get her off, they would
allow, that the expenditure of spirits and wines had been moderate
indeed. (Hear.) It would be well just to give them an outline of the
repairs of the John Wesley, after the accidents that she met with. From
the account it would appear as though she had received very considerable
damage, but he was happy to tell them, that the amount was but £41.
(Hear.) A large sum was swallowed up in pilotage, assistance to get
the vessel off, pieces of timber for the same purpose, copper to replace
damaged sheeting ; and the only charge for the labour of repairing the
damage amounted to 48s., which was just six days work, at 8s. He had
since learnt that she had sailed southward.

In reply to the Rev. Thomas Harris, Mr. IRvING stated again, that
the first voyage occupied thirteen months.

Mr. WALKER asked what number of persons there were on board.

Mr. IrviNG said, he believed eight Missionaries, seven wives of Mis-
sionaries, a servant, and two or three children. The crew was fourteen
in number.

Mr. Kay, who had asked the same question, 8aid, he had en imypression
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» that the number was still larger ; but the reports of those who wished to
make a handle of the business, gave the number as much below what
s it really was.
Mr. ScorT reminded them, that the number stated by Mr. Irving was
r for the out-voyage ; but when the ship got to the far end, she visited the
; stations, and they could not tell how many people she might have on
. Dboard in the course of such visits.

The Rev. THoMAs HARRIS said, that, in a letter he had received from
his son, he had the information, that they hardly used any liquors ; and,
in one instance, when & man had been six hours at the wheel, and some .
brandy was conveyed to him, he would not take it.

Mr. OsBorN hoped they would not spend any more time,—it was
wholly in vain to attempt to convince the parties who were concerned in
the outery. If they put one gallon of brandy upon the ship, they did
as wrong, in the eyes of those people, as if they put 100, and questions
of this kind must, therefore, be left to the free law of Christian liberty.
He claimed the Christian liberty of using, or not using, those things,
according to his discretion; and the same liberty He accorded to all
men. (Hear.) He trusted the Committee would do what was right,
under all the circumstances of the case, and spend more or less upon
those or similar objects, according to requirements. Explanation upon
the question of quantity, was beside the matter, and wholly in vain.

Mr. InviNG entered into further particulars respecting the stores on
board the Johin Wesley. From Mr. Law’s journal, they would find the
water was often very bad. Besides, the “ wreckers” required grog: it
was the very life and soul of such men, in such a case,—(hear, hear)—
what they called “ Dutch courage.” There had also been a deal of
Jeakage,—for which 10 to 20 per cent. should be allowed. His own
ships were sailed on the temperance principle, but when he took a man,
as ship’s husband, he engaged, by articles, to find him eatables and
drinkables, and had no right to say—* I'll put no grog on board.” New
casks often turned the water sour. His own experience, from thirst and
hanger, in his early voyages, taught him to put a good stock on board,
;nd !)10 ship ought to go to sea without a little of this kind. (Hear,

ear.

The Rev. R, TaBraHAM 8aid he had always felt great confidence in

- the Committee. He regretted, however, two or three things—first, that
the explanations first given were not published before as extensively as
possible ; second, that the subject had been at all introduced that morn-
ing—he had hoped that it was done with for ever; and, third, that as
Waesleyan ministers, they had not abjured all connexion with spirituous
liquors, except medicinally. He thought the evidence in favour of the
total disuse of intoxicating drinks was strongly corroborated by the
statements made by Mr. Irving; and he, as an individual, should feel
the utmost confidence in going to the ends of the earth without any.

Mr. FArMER said he did not think the report would have been com-
plete without Mr. Irving's statements. His honoured friend who had
Jjust spoken had, he believed, the greatest confidence in the Committee.
He ought, indeed, to suppose that there was scarcely one present who
did not do 8o ; but if there were, he would do all in his power to satisfy
him, and would rather stand an hour in doing that than afford him an
opportunity of making any injurious, incorrect, and unchristian state-
ments. The Committee were willing to sbide by their acta;, ey wew
but fallib]c? t;en, yet they thought that their position Showld. 1w AN
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above the imputations of anonymous writers—(hear.) He felt semsible
that, as their servant, he was but very imperfectly indeed discharging
the duties they had committed to him ; but he was willing to be taught,
and he believed his colleagues cherished the same disposition—(cheers.)
His own view was, that he would rather let the imputations pass by, and
live on the reputation which he had acquired and the consciousness of
his own rectitude (hear.) There was one point upon which he was
desirous to give some explanation, and that was in reference to the
houses of the Secretaries—especially that of their esteemed and vener-
able friend—he was going to call him father—(cheers)—Dr. Bunting.
They ought to do more for such a man (cheers.) Their servants were
not over-paid—they were meanly paid; and was there a society in the
kingdom served by such a man as Dr. Bunting (cheers), who had made
sacrifices for them which it was out of their power to repay ? The con-
solation they had amidst all insinuations was, that they were guided by
higher motives than those attributed to them (hear.) He hoped the
subject would now pass over. He referred—as he had done before—to
brotherly confidence to ensure the restoration of security and growing
prosperity. The country needed Methodism as much as ever it did—
(hear.) Methodism could do for it what nothing else could (cheers.)
They had in their institutions the means of supplying the country’s
wants. He need hardly refer to what took place at a meeting of the
London City Mission not long since, where it was stated that the best
and most useful of its agents were furnished by the Methodist body—
(cheers.) Let them not, therefore, be moved from their faith and their
simplicity, but do all in their power to maintain and carry out the first
principles of their religion. His hearty desire was to see Methodism
prosperous. Let them be willing to admit that they were not perfect,
but let them ““go on to perfection” in everything they had to do, and in
all their institutions ; exercise that courtesy towards each other to which
all were entitled, and that Christian charity which in some things they
had not done; let them live at peace among themselves—be of one
heart and one mind, and he was fully confident that they would not want
support in their various institutions. Let them work in humble de-
‘pendence upon Almighty God, and Methodism would flourish and
advance more than it had ever done—(cheers.)

Mr. HeaLDp addressed the meeting, in & very able and energetic
speech. He avowed his intense interest in everything pertaining to the
welfare of the Missionary Society. He considered the honour of its
public officers essential to the maintenance of that welfare. After the
investigations which had taken place, they had ample and satisfactory
evidence that they had committed the management of their society not
only to conscientious, but to able and faithful men. (Cheering.) Mr.
H. then mentioned & very impertinent letter which had been written,
because, after exerting himself quite up to his strength on a Missionary
platform, he had just rinsed his mouth with wine and water! He con-
cluded by moving—

“ That, after hearing the Minutes of the Committee, which have now
been read, and the copious statements which have been made by the
General Treasurers of the Society, this Meeting expresses its entire and
most grateful satisfaction in the judicious, able and truly conscientious
manner in which the pecuniary affairs of the Society, as well as all its
other affairs, have been and still are conducted, and its firm and un-

gualified conviction that the insinuations which have been alleged to the
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contrary are founded on total misapprehension and mistake, if not on
something which merits a much more severe appellation.”

The Rev. Dr; HANNAH briefly seconded the motion. The committee
had been sustained by the testimony of & good conscience that they had
«uniformly endeavoured to conduct the affairs of the society on christian
principles.

The Rev. G. OsBorN—I hope some of our lay friends will say some-
thing on the point at issue to-day. The matter is said to have been de-~
cided by the preachers, and is understood now to be appealed to the
laity. The miserable creatures who are not ashamed to concoct and
publish their falsehoods in retirement, but are ashamed to speak them
openly, or in the presence of the parties concerned, now admit that their
case in the Conference is hopeless. They admit that in the Conference
they are beaten ;—they have no hope of success in that quarter: their
‘appeal is therefore now to the laity.. Failing to pervert the preachers, as
they intended, they must have recoyrse to those who have the power, as
they say, to crush the preachers, and destroy the connexion. A paper
was distributed at the gates of this chapel, the other day, from which X
will make the following extracts: * That the writers of the  Fly-Sheets”
were anxious to preserve the peace of the body undisturbed—(loud
laughter and cheers)—is obvious from the fact that, with few exceptions,
the circulation of those papers was confined among the preachers, and
had they been desirous to stir up strife, or had their motives been mer-
oenary, the publication of these documents, in the ordinary method,
would have amply secured both these objeots. 1t was hoped that, as the
evils on which the writers animadverted, originated with, and were per-
petuated by preachers”—I don’t understand that, because, up to this
‘time, the tale has been, that Dr. Bunting keeps the key of our consciences,
and Mr. Heald, Mr. Farmer, Mr. Kay, and some others, keep the key of
Dr. Bunting's conscience ; they rule him, and he rules us. I never was
a party, aud don’t know who was, to Mr. Heald’s alleged ascendancy over
Dr. Bunting. (Loud cheers.) As far as I understand this statement, it
is wholly false. If this be an evil, it is an evil which we neither origin-
ated nor perpetuated. *‘ This hope, however, (it is said,) has proved fal-
lacious ;" blessed be God that it has, (cheers,) and let all the people that
-care for the salvation of souls, and the extension of the kingdom of
‘Christ, say “ Amen.” (A general response of ¢ Amen.”) Is it not mon-
strous, that the time which ought to be expended in devising means to
‘muliiply Missionaries, or in strengthening our auxiliaries throughout the
kingdom, should be occupied by a number of men, who dare not show
themselves, but are not too base to scatter fire-brand arrows of death
‘wherever they have the opportunity ? * With a few noble exceptions,”
{derisive cheers,) I would add a single syllable, and say, ig-noble excep~
tions, (cheers,) ¢ the preachers have allowed themselves to be either ca-
Joled or terrified into a measure intended to throw discredit on the state-
ments contained in the ¢ Fly-Sheets,” and quently to perpetuate the
‘evils exposed.” I, as the originator of the measure here spoken of, de-
clare that this was not the object of it. The intention was, not to per-
‘petuate any evil, but that every man might have a fair trial,—that those
who might be accused should be accused by a responsible person, before
-a responsible tribunal, and dealt with eccordingly. I contend for the
principle of responsibility against an irresponsible and tyrannical press ;
and I give my brethren warning, that, if we succumb to s tyewnnisa\
‘Prees, the cause of Christ will soon be st a0 end. Dok Lness Irtespunshe
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ble tyrants want all the liberty to themselves; they will give nobody else
any liberty, not even any Christian liberty. I say  Christian liberty,”
because, a8 & Christian, I am restrained from many things which, as a
Briton, I have a right to do. They won't let me, or Mr. Heald, drink a
glass of wine—(laughter)—ride in a first-class carriage, as they say Dr.,
Alder does. They say Dr. Newton rides in a fourth-class. (A laugh.)
To that, I reply, Dr. Newton, I suppose, pleases himself: that is what
I mean to do—(cheers)—I don’'t mean to succumb to a parcel of irre-
sponsible writers, who, on no occasion, will show their faces,—who never
would show their faces. Christian liberty is to be tempered with Chris-
tian discretion: I mean to exercise my discretion as a Christian man; X
mean to do as I please in all matters of this kind, where I am not bound
by any Christian, or Methodistic law; and if I cannot be trusted to go
in a first-class carriage, and to take a glass of wine when I thiuk proper,
I am not fit to be in your ministry. I won’t be dealt with as a baby or
‘an idiot. (Cheers.) I won't be prescribed to, as to what I should eat,
or drink, or wear. I say, those men will allow us no liberty, but I stand
upon my Christian liberty. I won’t give it up, but will stand upon it, if
I stand alone. (Loud cheers.) We must take our stand upon some
principle. (Hear, hear.) The time is come when Christian men should
discountenance, and put an end to, such abominations as this. It is not
1o be tolerated, that, after the experience we have had of all the years of
#gervice of our dear friends, (pointing to the platform,) that men should
ask us to believe that they are rogues, for, in effect, they call them so.
They would have us believe that Dr. Bunting—he must forgive me—
A Voice—Don’t repeat it.
Mr. OsBorN—But I will repeat it, (cheers,) because some of you don’t
know it. They say that he is “ idle,” and “selfish,” and “ tyrannical”
that he is “ jesuitical :” that he has wound you round his fingers, till
you are all slaves, and are afraid to cry out in your chains. They sayin
effect, that he is dishonest; employing the funds of the Missionary So-
oiety and the Contingent Fund to purposes of his own personal and party
aggrandizement. This is what they say of Dr. Bunting. What do they
say of Dr. Beecham ? They insinuate,—they don’t dare to say it,—that
he is ignorant; that, like the whole batch, he is indolent; and, in point
of fact, dishonest, Don’t let us blink the question : let the thing come
fairly out. There is the book, (holding a book up,) it is advertised for
sale; it was, they say, confined to preachers; but now it is for the lay-
men,—for all the world, that will spend 8s. upon it,—and I feel myself
in a condition to deal publicly with it. I should not care if all the re-
Porters of the London press were here ; if we are to have an appeal to
the public, and must fight with men in masks, let it be an appeal to the
public. (Hear.) There should be no shirking the question. (Loud
oheers.) Let the issue be fairly tried. Are these men rogues, idle men,
men who take your money and make use of it for their own purposes,
preferring their own interest to the work of God ? Are they men to be
trusted and honoured, or ought they to be drummed out of the regiment ?
(Cries of “To be trusted and honoured.”) That is the issue; let us
have no mistake,—no bush-fighting. If these men are, what these wri-
ters say they are, they ought to have no place among us; but if they are
the men that we know them to be—(a tremendous burst of cheering,
which continued some minutes)—I am much obliged to you, (re_newed
and prolonged cheers)—I am not so blind as not to know what wgl fol-
‘ow all this, (repeated cheering,) and, on the other hend, I am notinsen-
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sible to the approbation of four or five hundred men like those now pre-
sent. (Cheers.) If they are the men that we know them to be, let us
stand by them, (cheers, and cries of “ We will,”) and put an end to this
nonsense. (Hear.) Let us put an end to this abomination; don't let
us have the connexion kept in hot water year after year. What is to be
done in Kafirland ?—in South Africa?—in New Zealand ?—in vacant
stations in the West Indies ?—in old established missions in Ceylon ?—
These are the questions which ought to occupy us (loud cheers) ; but,
instead of considering these questions, here we are, taking up our pre-
cious time with the questions whether one man rides in a first-class car-
riage, or & second—or whether another takes a glass of wine and water
on a missionary platform,—or whether & third has a handsome set of
book shelves ?>—and & variety of other guestions, to which the men who
propose them have not the courage to put their names. As for those
dear and venerated men on the platform—(turning towards the chair-
man)—when I look at you, sir, and remember that you hqve just com-
pleted half a century of service to this counexion, and that there sits by
your side, the friend of your early youth, in his native place, spared by
God’s mercy, through many a storm of opposition—(though perhaps not
80 wicked as this)—to instruct us, to guide us, to admonish and encoun-
rage us, after completing his half century of service ; and when I remem-
ber that two of his colleagues in office are suffering at this time from
severe affliction—(here Mr. Osborn displayed much emotion, in which
the meeting largely sympathized )—forgive me if I feel deeply—(cheers)
—I am indignant at being compelledfto take such a line of argument.
Don't allow such men to be clamoured down,—to be insulted. Let us
take such a course, as shall satisfy these miserable, mean, dastardly men,
in corners and in masks, that they have nothing to hope from the ensuing
Conference. (Long continued cheering.) We shall have the question,
among other questions, of Dr. Beecham’s re-appointment. Notice was
given last year that we should have this year to meet that appointment.
I wish to put before the meeting a question that has occurred in the history
of another Missionary society. Within the last year one of the excellent
secretaries of the London Missionary Society, for some time the pastor of
a church, has thought it his duty to resign, finding that his health was not
equal to the discharge of both his official and pastoral engagements. This
has necessarily occasioned some discussion in the community with which
he was connected. The church was anxious to keep him, and the society
not less so. The church passed certain resolutions which are reported
in the British Banner, and upon which the editor of that paper makes
the following observations, which should have the more weight as coming
from a party who must be considered as not partial to our polity. I
learned at school, Fas est ab hoste doceri; and, proceeding upon that
priunciple, I would learn, and would have my brethren learn, how the
question of localization and secularization is regarded in other quarters.
The British Banner says— .

“ The document communicated to us by the deacons, on behalf of the
chureh, is a document which is honourable alike to the church and to its
pastor, doing the highest credit to both; but it is only candid to say,
that, according to the bearing of that document, the affection of the
church, has, to some extent, blinded its judgement. Its love for the pas-
tor has, in part, quenched its zeal for the cause of heathen nations, with
their populations of hundreds of millions. The ceuse of these nes
merged in that of the church at Barbican. Though creditis gixen s S
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Directors for their motives, no allowance is made for their perplexity,
and but little consideration is shewn for the overwhelming difficulty of
their position with respect to a secretary for that most arduous function,
the foreign office. The excellent church at Barbican,—Mr. Jackson at
their head,—are, of course, by no means insensible to this; but they
seem to have reached the ready and consolatory conclusion, “ This is all
very true, but that is the affair of the Directors !” Well! so itis; butis
it in no respect the affair of the church? We submit it is, in a very high
degree, that a distinguished honour is bestowed upon the church, in the
opportunity which is thus farnished them of making such a sacrifice.”

The argument is, that the church can better spare the pastor than the
society the secretary. Here then, is a case of secularization,—the very
thing which the men in “ masks” have been the loudest to talk about,
taking & man out of the ministry. (Hear.) But, I agree with Dr.
Campbell that it is a great honour bestowed upon the church to furnish
men for what he calls the foreign office. I admire and adore the provi-
dence of God which raised up Richard Watson, John James, and others,
—men in humble stations of life, put them into the ministry, and gave
them the qualifications for the peculiar duties they had to discharge.
It is & great honour to us as & body of Methodist preachers, that from
time to time, men have been found in our ranks competent to stand
before kings and governors—to fight our battles in parliamentary com-
mittees, and to correspond with the various authorities of the country;
—men who have never done us discredit, but have always done us
honour. (Cheers.) I ask, what public appearance have these men
made, on behalf of our body without doing us honour? (Hear.) I take
the case of Dr. Beecham, and point to the West India Education mea-
sure, the Negro Marriage Bill, the New Zealand Colonization Company,
the Committee on Aborigines, and subsequently the New Zealand land
disputes,—on all these occasions, the work of Christ was defended, pro-
vision made for its extension, and sound views testified and diffused in
high quarters. It was not too much te take the very language of this
paper, and say,

“ That a distinguished hounour is conferred upon our church in the
opportunity which is thus furnished to us of making such a sacrifice.”
(Cheers.)

The next point is, the continuous occupation of office by the same
persons. Hear Dr. Campbell :

“ Nothing is more certain than that the withdrawment from the Mission
House of Mr. Tidman, could only be considered in the light of an over-
whelming calamity,—so complete is his knowledge of the entire field
throughout the globe, and of every station, as to its history, peculiarities,
and present condition, as well as of the honoured men who occupy every
sphere,—their labours and character, strength and weakness, adversity
and success.”

“ So complete is his knowledge of the entire field.” Ask our returned
missionaries if this will not apply to Dr. Beecham. One of them told
me, or rather, a Missionary meeting at which I was attending, thet he
was astonished at the extent of DrsBeecham's knowledge, and thought
that the Doctor knew his circuit in the West Indies almost as well as he
knew it himself. Dr. Campbell continues—

“ Now, in the adminstration of the vast system of the society’s affairs,
such a knowledge is absolutely essential,—so essential, that the loss of

4t would be an evil that could hardly be repaired, and leave the directors
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in a state of the greatest difficulty. The acquisition of such knowledge
is the fruit of many years of ceaseless toil, by & man endowed,—beyond
the bulk even of superior men,—with a mind perspicacious, laminous,
analytic, and all-grasping. The secretary has just now reached that
point of experience and of practiecal knowledge, which renders his value
above all price. Other things being equal, in his successor, the expe-
rience of some ten or a dozen years, at least, would be needful to bring
him up to the same pitch of efficiency.”

This is precisely what I say. Take any man who raises an objection
to the re-appointment; put him in Dr. Beecham’s place,—and where
will he be,—and what will your work suffer? (Hear.) The withdraw-
ment of such talent and knowledge would indeed be, as Dr. Campbell
oalls it, “an overwhelming calamity.” Why should we refuse a re-ap-
pointment, merely to please some of these “men in masks?” Why
should our work suffer for a period of ten or twelve years, while they are
gaining the experience necessary to qualify them for the office? (Cheers,
and “hear, hear.”) I must apologize to you. I hed no idea of entering
at this length upon any topic. I rose with the object of asking our lay
friends to do their duty. Let them pronounce: Will they back us?
(General cheering, and cries of “ We will, we will.”) The Conference
by the confession of the enemy has pronounced. Let the laity pronounce,
—and God speed the cause! I know what they will say—but let them
say it. (Continued cheering.)

The Rev. Dr. BEAUMONT rose and said : I feel it, Mr. President, in-
eumbent on me, after the very miscellaneous address we have just heard,
to say a few words. Mr. Osborn has indulged in that sort of language
which he accuses others of having used ; indeed, I do not find that those
whom he charges have used language at all stronger. Is Mr. Osbom
the person to stand up in such an assembly as this and find such fault
as he has done with others ? (Cries of “Yes,” and “no.”) It;is, un-
doubtedly, true that Mr. Osborn is a gentleman who always acknowledges
what he says and does, and is therefore entitled to the utmost admiration
and imitation as far as that goes. (Hear.) But Mr. Osborn, in matters
to which I believe he has attached his name, has taken leave to desig-
. mate his brother ministers as ¢ guilty, apathetic, and crotchetty.” Mr.
Osborn tells yon that some nameless persons have published letters, in
which they have called some gentlemen upon the platform, * selfish, idle,”
and I (don’t know what besides, but something similar in name and
bearing. Now, I put it to you to say whether or no the guilt of charging
brethren, Christian brethren, ministerial brethren, holding fellowship
with you, and part and parcel of the Conference—(great interruption)
~—if brethren will interrupt I cannot help it. (Cries of ‘ Question.”)
I shall proceed and say what I have to say, so fer as that kind of inter-
Jeotion will enable me or any one else to do. I sey I put it to you or
any honourable and well conducted person to say, whether or no the
individual who charges his brethren with being guilty, apathetic, and
crotohetty, is just the man to come forward and groan and cry out that
others have charged some of you with being idle, which, of course, can
only be understood comparatively. And as to the charge of selfishness,
of which he complains, I put it to you whether that is less or more than
his charge of guiltiness ?

Mr, OsBorN—I said “ consciously guilty.”

Dr. BoauMonT—All the worse, therefore. ¢ sppeste Wnek L sy
guoted & part of his words ; indeed, hie TuEt he & WODALAW. wan. Wosm
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could quote all he said. ¢ Consciously guilty!” And so Mr. Osborn
comes before a miscellaneous meeting, and, with that extreme modesty
which attaches to him (laughter), charges his ministerial brethren with
being guilty, and not merely guilty, but ¢ consciously guilty” (heax)
J amnot, in this assembly, going into the matter to which he has re-
ferred (renewed interruption, in which Mr. Osborn made some remark
which was not heard). Dr. Beaumont continued—I used his own words
—I took them from his own lips, and suffered him to be my corrector,
adopting the very language which he put into my mouth (cries of
“ No. no.”) If he is going to correct himself, let him do it; but I do
say that that kind of address on the part of Mr. Osborn, in such an
assembly as this, however much it may seem to take (interruption, and
cries of “Question,”) and win utterances of applause and approbation
(loud expressions of dissent: when they ceased, Dr. B. said, “ Now
have you done ?”). I was just going to ask if Mr. Osborn was the per-
son to give himself the latitude he has? (Loud cries of “ Yes, yes,”
and cheers.) Well, then, I think he is not. As to myself, I never write
anything to which I do not put my name—(cheers.) I have not allowed
myself to answer the imputations, and insinuations, and allegations
about me ; I have merely condescended to notice them. If I differ with
my brethren, I differ with them face to face (cheers). I always have
done 80; I never did otherwise (hear) ; but I must say that the mode
of attack adopted by Mr. Osborn, and which you seem to sanction (loud
cheers, followed by a scene of great confusion. When it had subsided,
Dr. B. said,—Is this the way to have public business honourably and
faithfully met? (Renewed interruption) I merely counsider it to be my
duty to call attention to this great—(the clamour here rose to a great
height; when it had partially subsided Dr. B. continued): If the meet-
ing does not allow my reply, I bow, of course, to its decision; but it
ought not to have allowed him to go to such lengths. If it allowed
him such unbounded latitude, is it right to check any one who thinks
it desirable for the cause of God to interpose & word? I must think,
although it is inconvenient, you ought to listen to my reply; but as
you will not, I shall not trouble you (hear.) And now to the business
on hand. I would not trouble you with that either but that I am
charged to do so (confusion.) I hope I may be allowed to express my—
(“No, no,” and renewed interruption.) Is this orderly ?—is it gentle-
maunly ?—is it enlightened ?—is it Christian-like to proceed in this
way? I hold in my hands a letter—
A MeMBER of the Committee asked if it referred to the Mission
work ?
Dr. Beaumont—It does. I listened to the minutes read this morning
with great attention, but there was no mention made of China. It is
true that we have & sub-committee upon the subject of a mission to that
great empire, and I happen to be one of that Committee; but I am
not aware that they have been once summoned. That being the case,
I was not surprised that no mention was made in the report of China.
The letter which I hold in my hand is from there, and I merely wish to
read a very short extract from it. It is from a missionary at Shanghai.
He says :—*“When shall we have any Wesleyans itinerating in this ex-
tensive country?” He continues—* There is room for you (i. e. Wes-
leyans.) You are, perhaps, already aware that the American Methodists
have anticipated you, and are active in the field. When shall we find
anbbh followers of John Wesley coming forwexd to the help of the
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Lord—to the help of the Lord against the mighty, commissioned to
preach the good tidings of great joy to these myriads? Do, dear Dr.
Beaumont, urge your Society to move in the matter, and if my services
can be of any value, in any way, here am I.”—(cheers.) I do notwish
to detain the Committee with any remarks on this letter. I am aware
that the subject is not new to them, but that it is not just now conve-
nient, because it is not practicable for the society to take up that field
of labour. But I know that Mr. Farmer, who has done himself great
credit by the Christian manner in which he spoke this morning,
feels warmly on this sabject, and whose money is already in your ex-
chequer; there are, too, many other friends in the Connexion who have
similar feelings ; and I hope that there will yet come a favourable con-
junction of circumstances and dispositions to enable this great society
to have its agents in that vast country (cheers); for although there
are six other missionary societies, and God is blessing them to as great
a degree as in any other amount of human nature, whether on this side
of the globe or the other—and there is in that human nature that to
which Wesleyanism is the very thing needed—and I am sure that in that
immense territory of China there’s a large slice for you some fine morn-
ing. May God hasten its arrival.—(Cheers.)

Addresses, chiefly in moving and seconding, or acknowledging, votes
of thanks, were afterwards made by Mr. Walker, Mr. Heald, Mr.
Chappell, the Rev. R. Reece, Mr. Riggall, Mr. Farmer, Mr. Crook, the
Rev. G. Marsden, and Dr. Bunting.

Towards the close of the proceedings, Dr. Woop stated, that his
beloved and honoured Father—(the late James Wood, Esq.)—had
bequeathed £500 to this noble Institution.

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION,

The Committee of this important Institution assembled on Tuesday
evening, July 24, at half-past five o'clock.

The Rev. JoNATHAN CROWTHER, the General Secretary, read the
Reports of the House Governors, Tutors, and Examiners. From these
Reports it appeared, that during the year seventy-two students have been
under training for the future exercise of the Christian miuistry. All
these, we need hardly remind our readers, have been sent to the Insti-
tution, accredited by their respective Quarterly Meetings, as young men
of piety, and promising gifts, recommended by the District Committees
who examined their qualifications, approved by the London Committee
of Examination, and as such accepted by the Conference, as candidates
for the Ministry. The Reports of the Rev. Samuel Jackson, and the
Rev. John Bowers, the House Governors, were highly gratifying. From
Mr. Bowers’ Report we learn that the students, at Didsbury, regularly
visit 800 families, residing in six of the adjacent villages, amongst
whom they distribute tracts, and engage, as opportunity offers, in re-
ligious exercises. In one of those villages, a revival of religion has
taken place during the year; in another, special services have been held
with beneficial effects, and, in all, there is reason to believe that these
visits of the students are, more or less, useful to the people. The
labours of the students on the Sabbath days, in preaching the gospel,
holding prayer meetings, &c., are known to be very useful.

The Rev. JorN FAREAR, one of the secretaries, read the financial re-
port, from which it appeared, that there had been receined, dnmving Vos
past year, as subsoriptions, from the laity in Great Britsin, V145 QuRdy
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from ministers in Great Britain, £207 17s.; and from missionaries on
foreign stations, £61 3s. 4d. The total amount of interest was £1,058
4¢. 2d.; from the Mission House there had been received, for the sup-
port and training of 17 students designed for the mission work, £975 2s.;
from the Book Room & grant in part of £500; from students, £64
4s. 2d.; from class-money at Richmond, £14 7s. 11d., and at Didsbury,
£18 8s. 9d.; from pew-rents at Didsbury, £14 19s.: amounting, in all,
to £4,654 7s.3d. The disbursements, (including the balance due to the
treasurer last year, of £1,084 15s. 6d.,) were as follows :—Expenses st
Richmond, £2,104 16s. 5d., and at Didsbury, £2,450 12s. 11d.; Miscel-
laneous expenses, £201 19s. 9d.; total, £6,841 19s.7d.: leaving a
balance due to the treasurers of £2,197 14s. 4d.; towards which other
items of income, amounting to upwards of £400, were available, and, in
round numbers it might be stated, there would remain a debt on the cur-
rent account of about £1,800. The total income of the institution was
about £4,500 per annum. It had been agreed by a committee of the in-
stitution, that it was desirable to make a new canvass for subscriptions
in January next, as there are yet about 100 circuits which contribute
little or nothing towards its support, and some important circuits contri-
bute but a very trifling amount.

Mr. Joax BurToN, of Manchester, moved the following resolution :—

¢ That this meeting gratefally acknowledges the satisfactory evidence
which is afforded of God’s continued blessing on the officers of the in-
stitution, and on the students under their charge ; and, with thanksgiving
to God, accepts such evidence as a divine stimulus to its continued and
still more liberal support.”

He felt unable to say much on the subject ; but he trusted the institution
would go on and prosper, because of its great value to the Connexion.

The Rev. GEORGE MARSDEN seconded the resolution. The reports
which they had heard were of a most pleasing character. He believed
the young men were under a blessed influence. Their public labours
were very encouraging. Services were conducted, on each Lord’s day,
by nearly the whole of them ; they also held prayer-meetings after the
evening preaching; and there was great reason to rejoice in the prospeot
of their future usefulness.

The resolution, (as well as those which were subsequently proposed,)
passed unanimously.

Mr. J. R. Kay had so frequently taken a part in other committees, that
it appeared almost unseemly for him to address that meeting. He hoped,
however, that his appearance there would be regarded as an evidence of
the deep interest he felt in the institution, and in every other part of the
system of Methodism. He proposed—

“ That this meeting greatly rejoices in the advantage which the insti-
tation continues to derive from the valued superintendence and counsels
of its honoured president ; and respectfally tenders to him its most cor-
dial acknowledgements, for the important aid which he has rendered
during the year, in fartherance of the object for which the institution has
been established.”

He was not given to flattery ; but he knew of no terms in which he could
convey the feelings of respect and veneration which he entertained for
the eminent minister who was the honoured president of the institation.
Among other things worthy of notice, there was one which was to him
an astonishing phenomenon, namely, that we had so many ministers
Swmong as, who, at o great a sacrifice, devoted themeeiven W the publie
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work of the connexion ; and among taem all, there was no one who hed
more eminently distinguished himself than the Rev. Dr. Bunting. (Hear.)
It was painful that the ministers whom they loved should be made the
subjects of invidious remark; but he was grateful to have met with such
an unanimous feeling respecting the president of the institution. He
might mention, that some days ago, the respected Secretary of the Con-
ference, the Rev. J. Fowler, gave expression to this feeling; and he was
the more happy to name this, because that reverend gentleman was ab-
sent through indisposition. . (Hear.) He should be glad if some of the
young men who were sent to the institution, could have a greater amount
of preparatory training. He wished to urge this upon the ministers and
friends in circuits sending out such young men. He should be sorry if
anything he had ever said should be detrimental to the interests of Me-
thodism ; and concluded by saying, “ I am with you in heart and in soul,
and hope to live and dfe a firm and attached Methodist.” (Hear.)

The Rev. THoMas WAuUGH felt it a high honour put upon him to be
called to second that resolution. He congratulated the meeting that
such a proposition had been brought forward. When first the honoured
president of the institution was appointed to that office, he (Mr. Waugh)
knew that it was not for his own sake ; he knew that, from the first, he
had filled the office for the sake of Methodism. (Hear.) He had
watched with the greatest care, over its interests; his influence had tended
to its support; and they had great reason to be thankful for his com-
tinued mental vigour. (Hear.) All there, he believed. were right-
hearted, and offered their acknowledgements to him for the important
aid rendered in furtherance of the objects of the institution. It had
been a great blessing to the connexion, and, he trusted, it would con-
tinue to be so, to the latest generation.

After the passing of the resolution,

The PrEsSIDENT, addressing Dr. Banting, said—My dear friend, the
honoured President of the Theological Institution, it gives me an amount
of pleasure, beyond what I know how to body forth in language, when I
tell you, that this large meeting have tendered to you,—and requested
.Conference to tender,—its hearty thanks for your valuable services, and
you are most respectfully requested to accept the same.

Dr. BuxTing would assure the President, and his Christian friends,
that he knew how to appreciate—though he was not able to express—
his sense of the kindness, of which they had conveyed to him the ex-
.pression, in that resolution. The only drawback to this pleasure was,
that he knew it went far beyond what he deserved. A very large amount
-of it was owing to the governors and teachers of the two branches of the
‘establishment. He was not able to do much, and yet he would say, that
e was not an “ idle” man. He thought he might say to that Committee
—though he would not say it to his heavenly Master—that he had
“ done what he could.” He had seen as much of the institution, during
the year, as it was-possible for him to see;—he had endeavoured to learn
impartially the working of it;—and he had unmixed satisfaction in
bearing his testimony to the spirit and efforts of the governors and
tutors in both branches. He believed that both were in as good & state
as could be expected. On the whole, there was great reason to thank
God, that they had the privilege and honour of affording to the rising
ministry of the body, facilities for the work to which God had called
them. The trials that had occasionally arisen from IndiNidoe) Swden
had not been more numerous then it wes resaonslle ‘o expRSN: W,
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when they had arisen, discipline had been beneficially exercised, and
had proved itself a means of grace and an ordinance of God for religious
improvement. He knew nothing that had not given him satisfaction
during the past year, They were highly favoured in reference to the
eminent men who had been labouring for the connexion in this instita.
tion. Such men ought not to be looked upon with jealousy, or unfriendly
criticism ; but with gratitude to God. They had been given of God to
the connexion for this work. He honoured them exceedingly, and should
be ashamed to take any part of the honour due to them. The Rev.
Doctor then adverted to the munificence of Mr. Farmer in presenting to -
the Richmond branch of the institution the beautiful statue of John
Wesley; and he trusted the name of the giver would ever be held in de-
lightful remembrance by the followers of that venerable man. He also
adverted to the munificence of the late Mr. Hargreaves, by which the
committee had been enabled to increase the Library at Didsbury. Such
instances of Christian kindness deserved to be remembered. He next
urged his brethren in the ministry to be particular in including, in their
intercessory supplications,—at least once every Lord’s day,—the rising
ministry of the connexion. He knew that this was doue in other religious
bodies, as well as privately by many of their most devoted members., It
had been jocularly said, of some churchwarden, that he had introduced
into his accounts an item, “ for mending the creed, repairing the liturgy,
and making a new Lord’s prayer;”—(smiles ;)—now, they could not
mend their liturgy, but why should they not pray for their rising min-
isters in what he might call their own extempore liturgy? He rather
thought some of them had a sort of liturgy ;—they generally included
the Queep, the parliament, the nation, the universal church, and such
topics, in their supplications ; and why not introduce a petition for their
rising ministry ? (Hear.) They knew the value and power of prayer:
let them, then, remember the rising ministry at large, whether in or out
of the institution. This would have a reflex influence upon the thinkings
and prayers of their people. He should be glad to retire from his pre-
sent position; but should, nevertheless, feel a warm and continued
interest in the institution. He must be allowed to introduce a word in
commemoration of his early friend—the late Mr. Wood, one of the trea-
surers, who had done a great deal to serve the institution during his life,
and had bequeathed-a legacy of £500 towards its support. He hoped
that wealthy friends would not forget this example : it was a way of doing
good very needful in the fluctuating circumstances of trade. He hoped,
also, that other friends would be their own executors to some extent, by
increasing their annual contributions ; and that his brethren at large
would do more to help the institution. Hitherto, the support rendered
had been very spontaneous ; and, in many cases, unsolicited: but now,
the institution must be allowed to take its proper place among the
other objects of the connexion which were worthy of general support;
and no man could be offended at being asked to subscribe to it. He
should rejoice to see many small subscriptions, as an evidence of the
interest felt by the body of the people in its welfare. Whatever might
be the urrangements of the Conference,—whether he were in or out of
office,—the institution would have his dying prayers and best wishes.
The Rev. Doctor sat down, amidst much applause, but immediately rose,
and added,—that the institution had one peculiarity. In each branch
zhere was a minister, whose special duty it was, to watch over the re-
Aigious interests of the young men. Pastors of other churches had
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expressed their views of the importance of this arrangement, and thought,
in this respect, the Wesleyans had an advantage over others,

Mr. Wu. TurNER, of Derby, moved—

¢ That the cordial thanks of this meeting be presented to the Rev.

8. Jackson, and the Rev. John Bowers, the House-Governors;—to the
Rev. Thomas Jackson, and the Rev. Dr. Hannah, the Theological
Tutors ;—and to the Rev. John Farrar, and the Rev. W. L. Thornton,
M.A,, the Classical Tutors,—for the diligence and ability with which
they have discharged the duties of their respective offices during the
past year. ”
He felt unfit to speak teo the resolution, but he gave his hearty suppor$
to that and every other branch of the work of the Connexion. The
young men he had heard from the Institution gave such evidence of
improvement, that he considered the people at large had cause to be
thankful for it.

Mr. THoMAS WALKER, of Cheltenham, in seconding the resolution,
said—he had visited the Institution with much pleasure. There was,
however, one thing which he would suggest, and that was, whéther the
parents and friends of the young men, sent there from time to time as
students, ought not to subscribe more towards their support. It struck
him, that parents would give to the same class of young men a con-
siderable sum to push them on in any branch of business: was it not
almost too much to expect [Ministers would solicit subscriptions when
the parents could do something themselves. He knew a case, where a
parent ought not to have put down *in forma pauperis” in the schedule
which requires a return as to pecuniary means. One thing more. He
was glad to hear the remarks upon the superiority of the Institution,
a8 having a spiritual Governor in each Branch. There had been a
fear, at first, felt that the young men might lose their zeal and fire in
their studies: that fear was entirely removed from his own mind, and
ke hoped the plan would never be given up.

Mr. J. D. BurtoN supported the resolution. He knew that the
officers at Didsbury deserved thanks, and he was satisfied that they did
also at Richmond. He should be glad to help the Institation in any-
thing, and would venture to suggess, that one means of obtaining an
increase of incofee was by subscriptions. He thought the time had
come, when a strong effort should be made to increase the means of
support. Nothing could he reduced in the expenditure except the
quarterage and the number of the students,—neither of which ought to
be diminished ; but he thought that by suitable applications, an addi-
tional thousaund pounds per annum might easily be raised.

The resolution having been passed,

The Rev. Dr. HANNAH expressed his cordial thanks for this mark of
kindness. He was conscious of manifold infirmities; but he accepted
the vote with gratitude, and as a stimulus to greater eﬂ'on; and would
strive, by God’s blessing, to promote the improvement of the young men.
He trusted, that while it pleased God to spare the life of their valued
friend Dr. Bunting, he would continue to be the President of the Insti-
tution. He felt particularly on that point. The Doctor and himself
were the only two individuals remaining who were associated, as officers
of the Institution at its commencement. He should not like to be left
s(;lone, but wished always to address Dr. Bunting as his President.—

Hear.
The Bev. THOMAS JACKSON very gratefully acknow\edged Ve Wndnets
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expressed by the vote. When, seven years ago, the Conference appointed
him to the office of Theologioal Tutor at Richmond, he thought they
were dealing rather Lardly with him. He was then bordering on sixty
years of age, and felt that the office would be onerous. But, after la-
bouring in it seven years, he was thankful to God for the honour. He
had been led to examine, more fully, various points of doctrine, disei-
pline, and order; and, he thought, he understood those pertaining to
Methodism better than before. A more minute acquaintance with them
had only tended to confirm his attachment to Wesleyan Methodism,
which, he verily believed, came nearer to apostolic Christianity then any
other system. Though he had been very hard pressed, and for four years
his mind had been on the stretch, like & man running a race,—yet he
had been amply rewarded. He had seen many young men come to the
institation, who had had few early advantages; but after a few weeks, he
had beheld the sparklings of intelligence in their eyes, as they became
acquainted more fully with the system of divine truth; and, not only
" their christian piety, but the acquaintance with that truth which they
evinced, led him to hope for great benefits to the church of Christ. He
concurred with Dr. Hannah, as to the President; hoped he would bs
still continued in that office ; idered his cc 1s exceedingly valu-
able ;—and could not refrain from bearing this testimony, when he re-
membered the reflections,—he might say, the sinful reflections,—which
had been cast upon him. (Cheers.)

The Rev. W. L. THoRNTON, from the peculiar circumstances in which
he was now placed, thought it Jikely that he should not have another op-
portunity of speaking in such & committee, in the review of duties that
he had sustained in the institution. He was grateful for the kindness
evinced towards him during the last eight years; and grateful to God
that his servicos had been at all useful to the students and to the church.
Though he felt a deep sense of his unworthiness and insufficiency, yet
he rejoiced in having a conviction, that he had endeavoured to commu-
nicate, to more than a hundred students,—who, during the last eight
years, had passed through the Didsbury branch of the institution,—some
useful knowledge. (Hear.) He prayed for grace to render all the ser-
vices he could to Methodism, in the name of Christ, either in that or
any other office, and he only regretted that he could not serve it better.

The. Rev. S. JACKSON also felt obliged by their kind expression of ap-
probation. He had never sought the office which he held ;—he had
never desired, or even thought about the position to which they had
called him ;—but when it was proposed to him, it seemed, under all the
circumstances, like a call from heaven, and he felt obliged to listen to it.
He felt his office to be one of fearful responsibility ;—it was no sinecure;
—(Dr. BunTiNg—* You are tn the work ;”)—there had been difficulties;
yet not more than any reasonable man might expect ; and there had been
a thousand circumstances which had cheered his heart. He had always
thought they were right in having an institution. (Hear.) It would
have been inconsistent for him,—after what he had said respecting the
care of the young in general,—if he had not supported the institutien
where men were to be trained to take such & care upon them. Theyhsd
nothing to do, but to abide by the discipline of the institution, to walk by
rule, to trust in God,—and God would be with them. (Hear.) Thers
was one other thing. He had felt some solicitude and anxiety respect-
ing the young people of the connexion. He considered it to be a solemn

duty to do something for them, and should not like 40 remein where he
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'was, unless hie were ai liberty to communicate his views more fally to the
‘young men, if spared another year. If any ' persons apprebended that
they were training up “Young Gentlemen,”—effeminate characters—
(Hear, hear,)—in the institution, such persons were greatly mistaken.
They were trying to fit them for something better, even to “ endure hard-
ness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ.” (Hear.) He hoped the Presl-
dent would not entertain any thought of retirement. He was obliged. to
him for the help which he had rendered; and trusted that the blessing
of God would rest both upon him and upon the institation.

The Rev. JoBN FARBAR should condemn himself if he were not sen-
sible of their kindness. He had served the institution for ten years, ag
well as he could, and had had to prepare himself for it by severe effort;
but he felt thankful that his services had been so kindly acknowledged

The Rev. Joan Bowers thought it right, in the first instance, to
acknowledge that, through the goodness of God, his health had been
restored, during his residence at Didsbury. He had now survived the
early difficulties connected with the office to which they had appointed
him, and he regarded the last as the happiest year of his whole life. He
khad had nothing but comfort and encouragement, in his intercourse with.
the young men: no circumstances had occurred as a drawback to his
pleasure. Now that the first term of his service had expired, he might
say, that he had felt deeply respecting the remarks made upon his ap-
Jpointment: he had felt the unkind manner in which that appointment
‘had been commented upon in certain anonymous publications. The
statements concerning him, contained in these publications, were
utterly untrue. His brethren would pardon him, but he felt sensitive on
that point. If he thought that his re-appointment would be disagreeable
to his brethren, he would earnestly beg to be removed. He would meet
any imputation or charge, by whomsoever brought, face to face ; if not 6o
brought forward against any individual, it ought to be withdrawn. (Hear.)
He felt it to be his duty to reiterate all that his predecessors had said re-
specting the valuable services of his dear and honoured friend, Dr.
Bunting,—whose counsels and services to the institution were invaluable.
An allusion had been made to the opinion of other religious commu-
.nities on the importance of the office of Governor, which led him to refer
to the opinion of the Rev. J. A. James, of Birmingham, expressed in &
paper delivered by him to ministers of his own denomination, that the
‘Wesleyan body possessed, in that respect, an advantage of which similar
institutions, in other bodies, were destitute. He felt, day by day, the
solemn responsibility of the office; because, while he admired the assi-
duity of Dr. Hannah and Mr. Thornton, in communicating theological
.and classical knowledge, he ever felt that they ought to have a spiritual
ministry ;—that the greatest calamity which could befall them, would be
an ungodly ministry, or one, in any respect, diminished in piety, zeal,
and spiritual usefulness. He lamented his own inability to carry out
those views more fully, in his intercourse with the students; but, if re-
appointed, he should devote himself to the duties of the office with all his
heart, (Hear.)

Mr. MarsuaLL, (Mayor of Stockport,) proposed, and Mr. ARCHIBALD
VickERs, secongded, a vote of thanks to the general and local treasurers of
the institution. The latter gentleman remarked, that he trusted they would

soon have a clear sky in Methodism : what some of them had feared was
only a thunderstorm, which would soon pass away.

The Rev. Jory FARRAR, having briefly uknw\emi WMo wow, W
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mentioned the valuable assistance rendered him by Mr. J. D. Barton, |
was followed by

Mr. FoRMER, who said he would state to the meeting, before he sat |
down, the chief reason of his staying to the close of its proceedi
The principal part of his duty, as treasurer of the Richmond Branch,
had devolved on his son-in-law, who, he hoped, might show himself, as
he believed he desired to be, worthy of the confidence reposed in him by
that appointment. Any services that he (Mr. F.) could render would be
gladly afforded. He could not but notice what was said by Mr. Bowers,
touching his views of duty in his important office ; and fully believed, that
the same feelings and principles were entertained and were in operation
among the other officers of the institution. A spiritual ministry was
what they ought to aim at, and that idea could not be too frequently re-
peated. It was not merely to impart head knowledge, but heart instrae-
tion that they desired. He was happy to hear Mr. Bowers bear such a
testimony respecting the young men ;—happy that God was blessing them
spiritually. He wished this to go forth, as the greatest security they
could have for the institution and the ministry. Something had been
said respecting their departed treasurer, Mr. Wood. It was not neces-
sary to eulogise him in that city, where he had been well known and de-
servedly honoured. He (Mr. F.) should fail if he attempted to express
his own views; but they were well expressed in a document which he
wished to submit to the meeting. He then proceeded to read the follow-
ing minute, expressing the deep sense which the Committee entertained
of the piety, general character, and valuable services of the late James
‘Wood, Esq., and their sympathy with his bereaved family ; and moved,
#hat & copy of that minute should be forwarded to them :—

“ At & numerous Meeting of the General Committee of the Wesleyan
Theological Institution, held in Manchester, July 24, 1849,

“ Resolved, on the motion of THoMAS FARMER, Esq., and seconded by
the Rev. Dr. BUNTING—

“ That this Committee, at this its first meeting since the occurrence
of that mournful event, desires to place upon respectfal record, the
lamented decease of JaAMEs Woobp, Esquire, of Grove-House, Manchester,
late one of the General Treasurers of the Wesleyan Theological Instito-
tion.

¢ In so doing, this Committee, whilst it devoutly recoguizes the solemn
duty of submitting, though with mournful feeling, to the sovereign and
gracious will of Him who is Head over all things to his Charch, desires
at the same time, to express its high and grateful sense of the Christian
simplicity, integrity, consistency, energy, and zeal, which uniformly
marked his general character, and its thankfal and cherished recol-
lection of the promptitude and efficiency, with which, in the various
offices which he sustained, these qualities and virtues were, during & long
and houourable life, consecrated to the support and advancement of the
general interests of Christianity, and the pecunliar discipline and institu-
tions of Wesleyan Methodism. This Committee would especially, on
this occasion, acknowledge its own deep-felt obligations, and those of the
Connexion at large, for the important services he rendered, at a time
when such services were peculiarly seasonable, as one of the first and
principal promoters of the Wesleyan Theological Institution ; and for the
lively and active interest which he took in its prosperity, so long as the
state of his health permitted him to do so,—both in his office as one of

its general treasurers, and as a member of the Northern Local Com-
mittee.
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¢ Under these circumstances, this committee, merely directs its sec-
retary, to forward a copy of this resolution to his surviving relations, with
a respectful expression of its sincere condolence with them under this
mournfal bereavement,—together with its Christian congratulations on
that ¢ assurance of faith’ and ¢ patience of hope,’ which, in the midst of po-
culiarly severe affliction, so eminently crowned his latter end,—and its
earnest prayer on their behalf, that ¢ the God of all comfort’ may be in this,
and in every future trial, their strength and consolation, and may so sanctify
to them this afflictive visitation, that it may be made conducive to their
richer enjoyment of that heritage of blessing, of which the experience of
their justly honoured and lamented relative, both in life and in death,
exhibited so instructive and cheering an example; so that they may ulti-
mately be partakers, with him, of the heavenly and eternal rest, to which,
by the grace of God, he has happily attained.” !

The Rev. Dr. Buxting did not expect to be called upon; but, in se-
conding the proposal, he could not but feel deep emotion, in reference to
one whom he had long and dearly loved, and who had been firmly attached
to Methodism from early life. Though he had sometimes been in circum-
stances which would have tempted a man of principles less firm to conceal
that attachment, yet he had never desired to conceal it, but had long
borne a faithful testimony to Christian truth, and to his regard for Pro-
testant interests particularly, and most particularly to Methodist interests,

The PresipENT adverted, in very feeling terms, to the loss which the
Connexion had sustained by the death of Mr. Wood ; and requested the
Committee to evince their sense of it by standing up, to adopt the reso-
1ution. i

The meeting rose simultaneously.

The Rev. S. JacksoN proposed the usual vote of thanks to the Geueral
and Local Secretaries, which was seconded by the Rev. JoHN FARRAR;
who particularly adverted to Mr. Bacrett’s services at Richmond, which
led the PRESIDENT to make a similar allusion to the services of Mr.
Crowther, at Didsbury.

Dr. BuxTiNg availed himself of that opportunity to state, that Mr.
Barrett's health was improving, and to mention a work of his, recently
published, entitled ¢ Christ in the Storm,”—which, though he did not
consider the title the most happy, was well worth any man’s reading. It
reminded him of what the Rev. John Clayton had said respecting his
Saturday night book,— the life of Fletcher,—which he was accustomed to
read, in order to prepare his mind for the duties of the Sabbath. Mr.
Barrett's book was of the same class : —there were passages of great beauty
in it, and he was a man of no common mind.

The motion having passed unanimously,

Dr. Newrox remarked, that he had been exceedingly gratified in ob-
serving the kind, christian, and brotherly feeling, manifested at all the
Committees preliminary to the Conference. He had attended Conferences
for many years, both in England and Ireland; but he had never wit-
nessed a finer and more truly Christian temper than in the Committees
which they were then closing. He took it as a token for good. The
Doctor concluded by saying,—¢ The best of all is, God is with us; and
he maketh men of one house to be of one mind.”

The prooceedings were closed with devotional exercises,
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CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 251a.

The One Hundred and Sixth Annual Assembly of the W,
Methodist Ministers, was formally opened on Wednesday, the 2%5th of
July, in Oldham Street Chapel, Manchester.

Exactly at nine o’clock in the morning, the President of the past yeas,
Dr. Newton, rose and gave out a part of the 478th Hymn, beginning—

“ And are we yet alive.”

The PRESIDENT then read a chapter in Isaiah; after which, the Rev.
GEORGE MABSDEN and the Rev. JorN ScorT engaged in prayer.

In point of numbers, the recent Conference was probably the largest
ever held by the Wesleyan Ministers; and, though Oldham Street
Chapel is a spacious edifice, yet some of the Ministers seemed to feel 8
little difficulty in obtaining seats within a convenient distance of the
chair. It was somewhat amusing to observe the anxiety manifested os
this point—in the midst of which the PrEsiDENT said—¢ This is,
indeed, a General Assembly: I never saw such a one before.” The
matter was soon settled after the usual manner, by calling upon the
Ministers present to take their seats in the order of seniority, commene-
jog with those who entered the ministry in the year 1796. After pro-
ceeding down to 1820, the remainder were left to provide for themselves.
A number obtained comfortable accommodations in the front of the
gullery, where temporary desks had been considerately fixed.—Alto-
gether, about 580 Ministers were in attendance at the Conference.

THE LEGAL HUNDRED.

The names of One Hundred Ministers who constitute the Legal Con-
ference, according to Mr. Wesley's Poll Deed, were then called overy—
the Chairmen of Districts answering for such as were deceased or
absent. Forty-three were absent, but as only 40 are necessary to eon-
stitute a house, a dispensation of absence was granted the absentees,
though the President observed, that it deserved consideration whether
they who absent themselves ought to be continued members of the
Conference. It was ascertained that twelve vacancies had occurred in
that body,—and it was announced that the 1lst, 3d, 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th,
9th, 11th, and 12th, were to be supplied by election on the ground of
seniority, from among men of equal ministerial standing, and by the
votes of the Legal Conference only ; and the 2d, 6th,and 10th vacancies
were to be supplied by nomination and election, from among Ministers
of fourteen years standing, or upwards,—all such Ministers being
eligible to vote, but their vote being subject to the confirmation of the
Legal Hundred.

ZThe following are the results of the elections which easued :—
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Dy senierity, M. C. Dixon, in the place of J. Aslin, deceased.

By nomination, G. Osben, asee M. Dunn, decensed.
By seniority, A. Beli, sese A. E. Farrar, deceased.
esee W. M. Harvard, .... T. Garbutt, super.*
veee J. Shipman, voee J. Mole, deceased,
By nomination, P. M‘Owan, veee T. Padman, super.
By seniority, W. Jewitt, cves E. Parry, super.
ceee L. Posnett, eese J. Radford, deceased.
ccen D. Evans, eses J. Simmons, super.
By nomination, W, Lord, s N. Sibly, saper.
By seniority, B. Frankland, cese J. Waller, deceased.
vese B. Shaw, seee B. Wood, super.

On these elections, it may be observed generally, that the men elected
=fter nomination do not necessarily supply the place of men who were
-elected in the same way; and, on the other hand, the men elected by
seniority do not necessarily supply the place of men originally so elected,
—the whole of the elections being regulated on the principle that every
fourth vaeancy which occurs from whatever cause, in the Legal Hundred,
shall be supplied by nomination, and the remainder by seniority.

The first individual nominated was the Rev. George Osborn, who was
brought forward by the Rev. John Scott.

Dr. BUNTING observed that he should have nominated another minister,
but as it was desirable to vote as much ag possible altogether, he would
not then name the individual.

Dr. BEAUMONT said : Having last year felt it his daty to nominate his
friend, the Rev. Samuel Dunn, and knowing of nothing in his conduct
that made him less eligible for the honour than he was last Conference,
he would nominate him again.

The votes (by ballot) being taken, were :—

James Methley «ove.eoveeee 1| Edward Walker cecesseecees 2
W.H, OCroggan ..ceeevese 1 |B.Clough (eveeveserceeees 5
W. M. Bunting ..eceeeeveee 1 [S.Dunn ceveine coceneee.. 20
J. Rattenbury .oveeceoncess 1[G OSHOIL ceeseecacsaceses 260
Alexander Bell +..coenseeee 1

The Rev. GEORGE OsBoRN, with evident emotion, said that 16 years
ago, he had stood in the gallery of that Chapel, and taken upon himself
the vows of the Lord to serve him faithfully and truly as a Minister of the
Methodist Conference. He could not but remember, on an occasion like
this, that his first acknowledgements were due to Christ Jesus our Lord,
who had “ counted him faithful, putting him into the Ministry.” From
his early childhood, he had been taught to consider the Christian Ministry
as the most honourable and blessed of all human employments. He
thanked God, that, so far, he had been enabled to deserve the good opinion
of his brethren, and gave glory to Him only, that, by His preserving
grace, he had attained to this ¢ good degree” in the Church with which
he was connected. As far as he knew himself, he had had but one object in
view since he came into this Connexion,—that declared by Mr. Wesley to
be the object for which the Methodists were raised up,—to promote the
life of God in the souls of men. That was the governing principle of the
Connexion, in subserviency to which all its movements were to be guided §
and he had endeavoured to follow out that principle. He could not but

# Super. menns superannuated, which occurs when s member of toe RunAtedtea
been a supernumerary for fonx years. :
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advert to what had given rise to a remark that morning. (Here Mr. Osborn
referred to some observation made by Dr. Beaumont, when he nominated
Mr. Dunn.) In reference to this remark, he wished to say, that if he had
not conscientiously believed that the interests of Methodism demanded the
course he had taken, he would never have subjected himself to toil, ex-
pense, and persecution in doing what he had done,—and which, if needful,
he would do again. He could not but fear there had risen up a spirit
which would prefer peace to truth, and in some sense, sacrifice truth to
peace.  But he had been taught, that the wisdom from above is first
pure, then peaceable ;** and he firmly believed that peace, at the sacrifice
of truth, was not worth having at any price. What he had said was not
against his brethren, as such; but against men who circulated slanders,
and dared not to put their names to them. If these men were indeed
brethren, let the Conference take care to rebuke them, and teach them to
do 80 no more. (Cheers.) Such an election, under any circumstances,
would have been gratifying ; but it was inexpressibly so that day, because,
as he believed, his brethren meant by it to say, that he had not done them
wrong, or taken a course calculated to damage Methodism. (Hear.) That
election gave him ground to hope that his brethren thought with him.
If they allowed, without rebuke, a practical antinomianism to prevail
amongst them, which slandered the men whom they delighted to honour,
—which spoke one moment of walking with God, and then went into a
corner to slander the brethren ;—if they cherished such practical antino-
mianism,—that was a course which he regarded as opposed to the law of
God. 1fthe usefulness of Methodism was to be continued, they must have
a sound morality,—and only for a sound morality had he contended. For
that he was determined to struggle on, till he got a satisfactory solution of
the great question which was now before them. 1t was no new thing with
which they were called to contend ;—no new trial, they had to endure :—
no new battle they had to fight: their fathers had passed through a similar
struggle. He did not refer to 1835, in which he had been himself an
actor to some extent; but to 1795. Let any one read the pamphlets of
that day, and he will be amused and edified by finding, in those pamphlets,
the identical charges, almost verbatim et literatim, which have been brought
forward of late. Look through them, and there will be found complaints
that some twelve old men—jyes, old men,—then, as now,—were “ idle;"”
—that they employed younger men to work for them. There is also im-
puted to thein a desire to swindle their brethren ;—not, indeed out of the
Mission Fund,—for it had then no existence, nor out of the Contingent
Fund,—then of comparatively small amount; but out of the Preachers’
Fund. Well, then, what was done? Why, they had a “ Test Act !"—
and a bold young man proposed it. (Cheers.) “ That which hath been,
is now ; and that which is to be, hath already been; and there is no new
thing under the sun.” (Applause.) Why did he dwell on this? Be-
cause it encouraged them to do, as was then done too, ¢ cast out the
scorner, and strife should cease.”” Their fathers had the benefit,—and so
would they have.” ¢ Let us,” (he concluded) tread in their steps, main-
tain their principles, bear their cross, and their God will stand by us.”
(Applause.)

The Rev. Peter M‘Owan was nominated by Dr. Bunting, and styled
by him, “ one of the working clergy.” He obtained 253 votes.

The Rev. P. M‘OwaN said, he regarded his place in their ministry as
a privilege only second to his being a child of God, through faith in
Christ Jesus. The feeling of the Conference towsxds him, from the be-
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ginning, had been characterized by kindness and condescension,—far,
very far, beyond his deserts. He regarded the present honour as very
undeserved. It would be easy for him to point to not a few of his be-
loved brethren, about his own standing, who could have served them
more. He accepted, with earnest and devout gratitude, the honour; and
his prayer to God was, that he might endeavour so to act as never to
tarnish the trust committed to him;—that he might endeavour to pre-
serve and improve that trust for the glory of God and the benefit of the
Connexion. He would notice two circumstances which greatly height-
ened the value of the vote, by which he was then exalted : 1st, the fact of
his being nominated by that venerable man, Dr. Bunting ; he was thank-
ful that, by the grace of God, he had been enabled so to deport himself as
to be called his “friend];” 2ndly, because he had been elected at the
present juncture. He had never been anywhere but at his post, when
loyal and sound principles were periled; he was always willing to stand
in the gap; but he had not been a man of war. He also rejoiced in the
epithet which had been applied to him by Dr. Bunting—* one of the
working clergy.” Their vote, on that occasion, gave the lie to the insi-
_nuation, which had been written and spoken, respecting the manner in
which ministers, in that Connexion, obtained good circuits. He had not
been an idler. He had devoted himself to the work of the ministry ; and
those brethren, who felt that they had not talents for championship,
might after the example of his election, be encouraged. He would add,
that he was not a party man; he had thought for himself, and acted for
himself; and he was thankful that, by divine grace, he was there among
his fathers and brethren, for which he gave glory to God.
The Rev. William Lord, who was nominated by the Rev. J. P. Haswell,
obtained 264 votes.

- The Rev. WirLL1aM LorD observed, that time would not allow him to
address the Conference at great length 3 but he was bound to say, that he
felt greatly honoured by his election. The position to which they had
called him he regarded as very important; and he would endeavour, by
the grace of God, to fulfil its duties,

RLEOTION OF PRESIDENT AND S8ECRETARY.

The election of the “ Hundred” being thus completed, the next pro-
ceeding was the election of a President and a Secretary. Much had been
said on this subjeot, and extraordinary interest was felt, throughout the
connexion, respecting the result. The votes were as follows :—

Rev. G. Osborn eee.vvvveees 1| Rev. Dr. DiXon ceeocevicnees 8
ee J.Cusworth ..ceeeeess e John Lomas .eeeeeeea. 10
ee FLA. Westeeeeoosoonoe .. Joseph Fowler ........ 29
ee R.YoUNE cieivnccccscs .o William Naylor¢eese... 89
ee G.Cubitt eceeoveeeccss «+ Thomas Jackson ...... 265
«. Dr.Beecham ....o000..
oo W.Vevers cocoveccsece
oo Dr.Beaumont ...eocoes

Total votes ccosvevees 356

RO R 1t bt B b

Immediately after the declaration of these numbers, by the retiring
President, (who observed that he had counted every vote himself,) the
election of Secretary was proceeded with, and the votes were—

Rev. W. Barton «ccoeoeesese 1] Rev. S.Jackson ciacavannaes L
oo JoL%m” 0000 essrsane 1 ) J. P . Beawe caanennns R
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Rew. B. Young ....cececeee 2| Rev.John Farrar ..ceccc.ee 81
oo W.Naylor cecesecessee &) .o Dr.Hannah cecececces 206
es Dr. Beaumont ..eessee 6 —
ee Dr.Dixon ..eecvecsess 8 Total votes cossecasee 312
<. Joseph Fowler ecce.... 29

These elections were concluded about half past twelve o’clock ; and,
the doors being immediately thrown open, the chapel was filled by a large
and respeetable congregation, who were in waiting to join the assembled
ministers in the Conference prayer meeting.

The Ex-PRrESIDENT, (Dr. Newton,) addressed the newly-eleoted Pre-
gident nearly as follows :—Brother Thomas Jackson,—I have already
announced from the chair, that you are duly elected as the President of
this Conference. (Here Dr. Newton and Mr. Jackson very cordially, and
with evident emotion, shook hands with each other, amidst the greeting
of the assembled multitude.) In resigning the situation which, by the
providence of God and the suffrages of my brethren, I was called to
ocoupy, I now, with the most sincere and hearty good-will, congratulate
you on the high honour and dignity to which you have attained. I have
known you from your youth. When I was not out of my teens, you and
your excellent brother formed a part of my congregation, in a village
honoured by your residence, where, from time to time, I preached the
gospel. I have known your manner of life from your youth up. In
two Circuits, we have been colleagues; and never was there an unkind
thought or feeling towards one another, during our travelling together
in those circuits. I believe you are fully aware of the onerous and
arduous duties which await you; but you will be encouraged, because
you have the confidence and call of your brethren, which, if you rightly,
interpret it, is the voice of providence. Cheered by their prayers for the
blessing of God, I earnestly hope that your official year may be a very.
happy and prosperous one. It is with feelings of no ordinary kind, that
I present to you this volume,—(here the Ex-President handed to his.
successor Mr. Wesley's Bible,)—the identical volume which the vener-
able Wesley carried in his pocket, and from which, at many a street-
door, under many a tree, and on many a hill-side, he read out his text.
That volume is the standard of truth, the rule of faith, of privilege, and
of practice. Itis also with unfeigned pleasure—not indeed equal plea-
sure, for,—(pointing to the volume,)—that volume is above all,—(much
emotion in the congregation,)—yet, with sincere pleasure, that I present
you with the Conference Seal. May the Great Head of the Church
pour upon you his blessing! (Loud responses of ¢ Amen.”) May that
blessing attend all your official acts ! And may this be a year, not only
of great blessing to yourself, but of peace and prosperity to the Con-
nexion. .

The PrEsIDEXT,—(having taken the chair,)—rose and said—You
will excuse me from any attempt to give expression to my feelings, at
plll'esent: I must reserve this duty, till I have greater command over
them. .

The SECRETARY, (Dr. Hannah,) was requested to occupy his official
seat, which he took accordingly.

The CoNYERENCE PRAYER-MEETING was immediately commenced.

The Revds, JAMEs METHLEY, ROBERT YouNe, WiLL1AM BarToN, and
JorN STEPHENSON, at the request of the President, engaged in prayer,

~—afler which the PRESIDENT pronounced the benediction,
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The Conference was then adjourned to half-past five o’clock in the
evening.

In the evening, after the usual devotional exercises,—

The PresipeENT addressed the Conference, on the subject of his
election, from the chair. He began by observing, that he had considerable
difficulty in expressing the feelings which he entertained. The place he
occupied was the Jast that he should ever have sought. He had never
uttered a word, or cherished a wish, to be placed there: but, called to
oceupy it by their suffrages, and by divine providence, he accepted it,
with a deep sense of the honour conferred upon him. He felt it to be
a daty, in the fear of God, to pledge himself, that, if it pleased God to
spare his life, he would apply all the powers he possessed, during the
ensuing twelve months, to fulfil the trust committed to him. (Loud
cheers.) He hoped that he should have an interest in their prayers,
that he might be enabled to fulfil his duty. He felt painful anxiety, on
account of the great responsibilities of the office; but that was con-
nected with a feeling of gratitude to God. He was thankful that, having
been, for 45 years, a Minister in Connexion with the Conference, he was
still an object of their kind feeling. To God be all the glory! At the
same time, he was bound to offer his thanks to them: they would not
have placed him in that position if he had not had their confidence.
He thanked them for that confidence, and he also thanked God. Ever
since he became a Minister of the Gospel, it had been the object of his
desire that, next to enjoying the favour of God, he might enjoy the
favour of his brethren. There was another subject on which he would
say a few words. His sentiments, in reference to Methodism, were no
secret. He had not, indeed, taken a prominent part in the debates of
the Conference, chiefly from a constitutional timidity, which had de-
terred him : he had, therefore, been often silent when he might have
spoken. He had, however, expressed his thoughts through’ the press;
and, perhaps, few men in the Connexion had done more in that way
than himself. He avowed himself, as he had often done, a Methodist of
the John Wesley school. (Loud applause.) He had studied John
‘Wesley's writings and character, day and night, during a long series of
years; and his deep conviction was, that a faithful adherence to the
principles of that venerable man was essential to their unity, and to the
prosperity of the work of God in the Connexion. The more they did
80, the more united would they be themselves, and the more useful to
other bodies. Thus far, he believed, Mr. Wesley's principles had been
acted upon., (Hear, hear.) There had, indeed, been modifications
made, in working out his system; but none in his principles. He (the
President) adbered to those principles, with all his heart. He intended
to be a Wesleyan Methodist, and to adhere to Methodism, to the end of
his days. (Loud applause.) He must advert to one painful particular,
He had mourned over the attempts which had been made to innovate
upon their system. A secret, irresponsible power had risen up, which
interfered with the just rights of the Methodist Conference,—(great
sensation ;)—which reflected on the acts and appointments of the Con-
ference ; and which endeavoured, in various instances, to render these
acts and appointments void. Strenuous attempts had been made to
render their services as Ministers of the Gospel null and void, and to
bring their characters into disrespect and contempt. He mourned over
this state of things, because it interfered with the blested wurk of G},
and parﬂgzlnrly with the great and sacred Missionery canse, The <™

2
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hed been borne with, for some years. The Conference had had this
subject before it two years ago, and recorded its solemn judgment by
vote ; nevertheless, the evil had rather increased since. The Conferencs,
the highest authority in this community, was bearded, by a secret and
irresponsible power. He had a full conviction, that the time was come,
when this evil should be dealt with:—when this evil should be effectually
corrected,—(great cheeriug ;)—and by the grace of God, done awsy
with,—he trusted for ever. (Cheers.) He believed they were all in-
clined to unite in the prayer suggested by a line in one of their hymns—

¢ Jesus,—end this war within,”

This war amongst themselves must be brought to an end. It wasa
stumbling-block to their people; it was the occasion of scandal to other
christian communities; it retarded them in their great work; and they
must not tolerate this evil any longer,—“ neither be partakers of other
men’s sins.” In making these observations, he was not prejudging the
case. He knew not the offender; nor did he take upon himself to dic-
tate what should be the manner of dealing with this evil. But they ought
to put an end to it: not indeed in vindictiveness ; not in the spirit of re-
venge, but of jealousy for the honour of Ged, and pity for the offender;
to whom God would, be trusted, “ give repentance to the acknowledgee
ment of the truth.” (Cheers.) He congratulated the Conference on the
circumstances under which they met. The tide of emigration, in some
past years, had been great, and had seriously affected some of their soci-
eties, and prevented that numerical increase to which they had previously
been accustomed. There were parties, who wished not well to their Zion,
and availed themselves of such circumstances to cover their work with’
discredit. But they had now had a year of glorious prosperity; and the
words of their venerable Founder had been verified : ¢ The best of all is,
God is with us.” He trusted their number would not only be increased,
but multiplied, by the blessing of God on the ministrations of his ser-
vants. He hoped they would have a good Conference. ‘Nay,” said he,
“ not only shall we have, but we have a good Conference: it has already
begun. (Cheers.) I never witnessed so kind a feeling in the commit-
tees. It must have been cheering to the heart of every loyal Methodist.
The Lord is present with us. O, that this Conference may be marked
by the blessing of God! It was agreed by our fathers to seek the bless-
ing of God on their deliberations : I remind you and myself of this fact.”
He hoped his brethren would be present at the commencement of the
sittings, that all their proceedings might be * sanctified by the word of
God and prayer;” that they might return to their work “ baptized with
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” He had no sympathy with the views of
those who asserted that Methodism was on the decline. It was but en-
tering on its great evangelical commission. It was designed to bless
this country and the world; and it was never more needed than at the
present day. The population of the country was vastly greater than when
Mr, Wesley commenced his career; and the evil agencies which were in
operation were of fearful power. Infidelity, in the worst forms of atheism,
was awfully prevalent; superstition had reared its head; and, as a son
of John Wesley, he mourned over the revival of essential Popery in dif-
ferent quarters. He considered what was called the Puseyite system as
no better than essential popery. It cherished a passion for ceremony;
its theology was that of the Trentine council; and its operation was most
periloas. These were evils which they had to resist, not so much hy
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controversy, or by controversial preaching, as by a plain and fearless en-
forcement of ¢ the truth as it is in Jesus.” The President concluded an
able and impressive address, with the following emphatic petition—‘ May
the Lord gird us afresh, each ¢ with his hands to war and his fingers to
fight "—and may the Lord make us a thousand times more zealous and
useful than we are!”

The Rev. Dr. HANNAR expressed his sincere gratitude that, in the pro-
vidence of God, and by the votes of his brethren, he had again been
placed in so honourable a position ; and prayed that it might please God
to endue them all with the “ spirit of love and of a sound mind;” that
every thing-might be done to his glory. He was not desiring, nor ex-
pecting, that office; but, as it had pleased his fathers and brethren to
place him in it, he would endeavour, by the blessing of God, and the
assistance of their prayers, to perform the duty assigned to him. He
trusted that they were all of one mind,—that they would endeavour to
¢ keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace;” and he expected to

* have a good Conference.

THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT.

The Rev. RicrARD REECE adverted, in appropriate terms, to the ser-
vices of the late President. There was no man amongst them whose
character was so well known, and no man who had leboured more for the
good of the connexion. He could not have done what he had done, if
ke had not kept open the intercourse between God and his soul. He
did not obstruct the shadow of the cloud guiding his path. His course,
during the past year, there could be no doubt, had been acceptable to his
brethren at large: he might say, it had been universally satisfactory.
He (Mr. Reece) was very much struck with one circumstance, in relation
to the commencement of a developement of that bad and evil spirit of
which they had heard. When he first heard of it, he was very anxious
to avoid all personal strife, all contention amongst brethren; bat, in the
progress of events, he had seen circumstances arising, which he thought
would have a right issue. They must now do, what they ought to have
done three or four years ago. (Applause.) He hadno doubt, there were
individuals, who could have stood forth, and said, * Thd® art the man.”
Had this been done, many an honest man would have been preserved
from falling into a snare. But he hoped that all would be disentangled
by this Conference. He thanked the Ex-President, and hoped the Con-
ference would thank him too, for the steps he had taken in this impor-
tant office. His personal respect for him had always been great and un-
deviating ; and he loved him as much as ever. As regarded himself, if
there were anything in his heart, he felt it was nothing but love. That
was the great principle which he endeavoured to cherish, and which they
ought all to cherish. In conclusion, he proposed that the cordial thanks
of the Conference be presented to the late President, for his eminently
faithful services in that office.

The Rev. Dr. BuntinGg wished to have the honour and pleasure of
seconding the resolution. He would not attempt to describe the motives
of personal regard and affection which prompted him to do so. It re-
quired no great profession, on the part of any man, to say, that he loved
Robert Newton. (Cheers.) A man who did not love him, must be &
very unlovely man himself. But the ground on which he chiefly sup-
ported the resolution, referred to public motives and principes. W
need notDa«;vert to the long and velued services Which (n&i \eie Reshs

.
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dent had rendered to the connexion. They were present to the minds of
all the brethren, and, in their results, would bring glory to Christ, snd
benefits to the connexion which would long survive him. During the
t year, he must have had great anxiety and trial. He congratalated

im that he was relieved,—and, indeed, to some extent repaid,—by the
proceedings of that day. He was sure that he retired for the fourth time
—(cheers)—from that office, with even a higher degree of the affeetion
and regard of his brethren, than on any former occasion. (Cheers.) He
(Dr. B.) could not say more; and he cordially seconded the resolution.

The PRESIDENT, addressing Dr. Newton, said—Mr. Ex-President, it is
with ardent affection that I express to you the sense of this .Conference,
respecting the eminent services which you have rendered to the body. I
bave a distinct recollection of the commencement of your ministerial
career, now fifty years ago,—a career which has been marked by signal
tokens of the divine approbation. No man among us has rendered suck
pulpit services to the conmexion, since the decease of our venerable
Founder. I mourn to think that attempts have been made to cast dis-
credit upon you. A more pure and blameless character I never knew.
With respect to your public services, I need say nothing ; but I will ob-
serve, that those reflections which have been cast upon you, were never
endorsed—(loud cheers)—they were never endorsed—and, therefore, they
will pass for nothing. (Cheers.) All attcmpts to injure the character
and usefulness of public men are sins against Jesus Christ. You have
the best thanks of this Conference for your faithful services. May it
please God long to spare you to the connexion ; and late in life may you
be called to your eternal reward in heaven, where, I trust, we shall all
meet.

Dr. NewroN,—deeply affected,—said,—I feel all but overwhelmed by
these expressions of your brotherly kindness and regard, which I have
Jjust received. I am not a person to be easily moved or unmanned ; but
Your kindness has all but put silence on my tongue. I cannot dojustice
to the feélings of this heart. I value the approbation and affection of
ay brethren in the ministry, next to the favour and peace of God. I have
always desired to live in the affections of my brethren, for half a century;
and now I have received the hearty approbation, and kindest expressions
of esteem, from this, the largest Conference I ever saw! This is what I
value above everything in the world. (Cheers.) “A good name is rather
to be chosen than great riches.” I am heartily and personally obliged to
you. This heart can never forget,—for gratitude is the memory of the
heart,—the kindness of my two friends, who moved and seconded this
resolution, and that of the Conference. It is very true, that I have had
many anxious hours, and many trials, and some of them very painful. I
have received an abundance of letters,—some with, some without names;
—1I would willingly meet any man face to face ;—but when such letters
are coming,—one, for instance, with the York post-mark, signed ¢ Im-
partial,” affirming that I received £500 per annum for my services as
8ecretary of the Conference, besides all that I received in the best circuits
in which I was stationed ; I could not but feel deeply that there should
be men who could thus abuse the confidence of others who knew mot
the case. Some have ingeniously attempted to draw me into contro-
versy; I do not want to fight in that way; but I am grieved to observe
that publications, containing the worst insinuations, have been circu-
lated widely among our people. The poison has been widely diffused;

4and, unless there be an antidote at hand, the effects will be atill more
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mischievous, perhaps, in some cases,fatal. I have, however, never asked,
fike the servant of the prophet, “ What shall we do?” I have always
had a good hope, as to the issue of these things, if we are true to our-
selves and to Methodism. I am a Methodist of the old school,—the
John Wesley school : that is the Methodism to which I subscribed ; and
I am persuaded its principles will rise above all attempts to trample
upon them. Wesleyan Methodism will triumph; it will live and flourish
more than ever. Amidst all my anxieties, I have had great relief, when
I have received letters from different places, telling me of the progress of
the work of God, of numerous conversions to the truth, and of an in-
orease to our societies : and, to think that the Lord has thus answered the
men who affirmed we were pursuing a downward course, and should be
laid aside, surely we have cause to ‘“‘thank God,” again and again,“ and
to take courage.” Another circumstance which cheered me is, that this
increase has been generally diffused : there have been few circuits where
there has not been an increase. This cannot but be highly gratifying to
us all, and an oceasion of unspeakable gratitude to God. I expect great
things from this Conference. The time has come when we must take &
firm stand, for the honour of Christ, and the credit of Methodism-—
—for its order, its harmony, its perpetuity, and its prosperity. We have,
for a considerable time, exercised great forbearance; but, if we go om
after the same manner, forbearance will seem to become connivance; I
expect from this Conference some acts by which this spirit will be
quashed, and be put down, I hope, for ever; and that we shall hence-
forth know one another as a band of brothers, and be, like the first dis-
ciples, “ of one heart and one soul.” I now retire with the greater satis-
faction, because I have the fullest confidence in the ability and integrity
of the two highest officers of this Conference, as well as of those who
are associated with them; and 1 am sure, that, if we do our duty, we
shall have a blessed Conference. The eyes of other denominations are
fixed on this Conference ; and I hope it will pursue a course, which will
commend itself to the judgement and conscience of every Christian

(Loud cheers.)

THANKS TO THE S8ECRETARY.

The Rev. GEORGE MARSDEN said, that Conference had reminded him
of fifty years ago, and he was thankfal that the sentiments and views of
the great men of that day were embodied now. He was thankful for
the statements they had heard of sound Wesleyan Methodism. A little
circumstance had occurred to him, which perhaps might be deemed
trifling, but he would venture to mention it. In the gallery of that
chapel, fifty years ago, he sat next to the late excellent Mr. Pawson, whe
said to him, “ George, who is that pretty lad, who is so attentive to all the
business ?”—to which I replied, ¢ It is Mr. Bunting.” (Hear.) He (Mr.
Marsden) stood firm to the principles of those days. It was with great
pleasure he proposed the following vote of thanks :—

“ That the cordial thanks of the Conference be presented to the Rev.
Joseph Fowler, for his faithful and able services as their late secretary 3
and that Mr. Fowler be affectionately assured of their fraternal sympathy
with him, in the affliction which, at present, precludes his attendance at
their sittings, and of their hopes and prayers for the speedy restoration.
of his health.” : .

The Rev. Isas0 KEELING,—having regard to the weighty tushoew e
fore them, could only allow himself & brief expresiion ol We wislasten
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which he felt at the events of that day. They all knew Mr. Fowler's
characteristic vigour; and, when appointed to the office of their sec-
retary, he (Mr. K.) expected that the vigour of his mind would be thrown
into his official daties. They had seen that at the last Conference : and
it was not an improbable supposition, that his attention to the business of
the Committees before the present Conference might have had something
to do with his present affliction. (Hear.)
The vote was passed unanimously.

THAKKS TO THE OTHER OFFICERS.

Dr. HaxNAR, the Secretary, proposed the thanks of the Conference to
the Assistant Secretaries, the Rev. Messrs. I. Keeling, J. Farrar, and
William Barton, and their re-appointment. He was not unacquainted
with their arduous labours, and with the able manner in which they had
performed their duty. .

The Rev. JoBx Scotr, had the highest opinion of their ability and
diligence in the discharge of their very important and onerous duties, and
cordially seconded the resolation,—which was passed unanimously. :

Mr. KggLine acknowledged the vote. He was thankful their services
were 30 kindly accepted. He had been put into that office eleven years
ago, and not for any ability he possessed in speaking,—his services lay in
another way : but they all knew the ability of his colleagues.

Dr. HANNAH next proposed a vote of thanks to the Official Letter
Writers of the past year—the Revds. R, Waddy, Jonathan Crowther, and
John Bedford.

The Rev. S. Jacksox seconded the motion. Having filled the office,
he knew its duties; and he had observed the fidelity and ability with
which they had been discharged. :

The motion having passed unanimously,

Dr. HAXNAH next pro , that the Revds. Jonathan Crowther, George
Osborn, and John Bedford, should be appointed the Official Letter
‘Writers for the present year; which being seconded by Dr. Dixow, was
unanimously agreed to. Co

The Rev. JorN BEDFORD regretted that his senior colleagues in that
office were not present to acknowledge the honour conferred upon them.
He begged for himself, and, if he might do so, for them, very gratefully
and respectfully to thank the Conference for the kindness expressed by
this vote.

IRISH REPRESENTATIVES.

The Revds. Taos. WaveH, WM. RE1LLY, and JOEN WILLIAMS were
officially introduced as the Representatives of the Irish Conaexion to this -
Conference. :

The PresipEnT—We give you a hearty welcome ;—we sympathize with
Yyou in your trials ; we hope you will see better days; and we trust that
You will feel at home among us.

The Rev. Tmos. WAUuGH acknowledged the kindness of their reception.
He thanked God for the more happy circumstances of his country, when
compared with the Jast year. He could not but bear his testimony to the
character and usefuluess of their late respected President. He had long
known him; and the longer he knew, the more highly he esteemed him.
Mr. Waugh then presented the Annual Address of the Irish Conference.

Dr. NEwToN said—It had been frequently his duty, as the representative

of this Conference, to go to Ireland. Hehad never ween o finer temger in
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any Irish Conference than in the last. Although the brethren had come
together in circumstances of great discouragement,—for they had “a great
fight of afflictions ;’—the cholera had removed some of their members;
emigration to a great extent had deprived them of others, and, in instances
not a few, because a man had gone who received the preacher, the cause
at the place where he resided had been crippled, and in some cases given
up ; the opposition, too, from Puseyism, had been great, and he verily
believed that some of the Puseyite clergy had more hope of the salvation
of Roman Catholics than of Methodists ;—yet, notwithstanding all these
discouragements, the brethren had shown a noble spirit. He was particu-
larly struck with their devotional spirit ; they were men of prayer; and it
did him good to hear their prayers. He had seen the men go forth in the
name of their Master, to the work assigned them, to fulfil the ministry
they had received of the Lord Jesus, and to testify to their countrymen,
eastand west, north and south, the gospel of the grace of God. He trusted
that God would more abundantly bless them.

The address was then read by the Secretary, and stated, among other
thi;zgé,;hnt the number of emigrants alone, during the year, had amounted
to 1165.

The Rev. Messrs. S. JACKSON, GEORGE CUBITT, and WILLIAM ARTHUR
were appointed to draw up a reply to the address.

PASTORAL ADDRESS.

The Rev. W. L. THORNTON was appointed to revise and complete the
Pastoral Address, and Dr. BEecHAM, Mr. ScoTT, and Mr. LoMas, were
requested to give him their counsel and advice.

STATEMENTS IN THE LOCAL PAPERS.

The Rev. WM. NAYLOR requested the indulgence of the Conference for
a few minutes. Since he took his seat, it had been intimated to him by a
brother, that he was suspected of that, to which every feeling of his heart
was opposed. He had thought that his character, for the forty-seven years.
during which he had been a Minister, would have been sufficient to pro-
tect him from evil surmisings. In every time of danger he had been
among the foremost to assert his love of Methodism, and he had ever
wished to stand fair with his brethren. He was almost overwhelmed at
the thought that he was in any way an object of suspicion. Certain arti-
cles had appeared in the local newspapers relating to him, and it had been
intimated that he was a party to their publication. He knew nothing of
them. He had heard also of the circulation of a separate sheet in the
chapel yard ; but, so far from sanctioning that proceeding, he had ordered
the individual engaged in it to be removed from the premises. About five
hundred letters had come, addressed to his brethren, on the same subject :
but he had refused to allow them to be circulated, He had done nothing
dishonourable to himself or to Methodism. (Hear.) Somuch did he feel
on this subject, that, were it not that he had duties to perform with respect
to the representation of the Manchester District, he was so mortified at
being suspected, that he should have withdrawn from the present Con-
ference. (Cries of ““ No, no” ¢ Nobody suspects you.”)

The PresipExT said—Brother Naylor is above suspicion. I have known
him for more than forty years; and a sounder Methodist does not exist.
T hepe the idea will be dismissed from Brother Naylor’s mind, that any
one in this Conference suspects him. - (Hear.)

The C«}r)ﬂ';mnce being now fully comstituted by the sppowtment. ok <
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its officers, proceeded, according to the usual order, to inguire—* Wao
ARE ¥OW TO BB ADMITTED A8 Mixistees 1xto FurL Conmmxion?”
The several districts were then gone through, and it was found that
THIBTY-8kVEN Young Ministers had honourably the period of
their probation. This business occupied the remainder of the sitting, asd
a portion of the following morning.

THURSDAY, JULY 26rm.

The session commenced, as usual, with singing, reading the scriptures,
and prayer, which was offered to Almighty God by the Rev. W® Bird.

The Ex-PREsiDENT, amid solemn silence, announced that the Rev.
Edward Batty, who the day before had been in the Conference, had died
at midnight. He had come to Conference to give his vote to the Rev. T.
Jackson ; sat with his brethren while the election was proceeding; was
obliged to leave before the votes were counted ; went to his lodgings ; soon
became very ill ; and, though all possible medical aid was afforded, and
every attention shown by the kind family into whose hous¢ he had been
received, he expired about half-past twelve o’clock the same night. He
was desirous to know who were elected President and Secretary; when in-
formed, he thanked God for the elections, and expressed himself persnaded
that his work was dooe. Upon his medical attendant expressing a hope
that he would not be alarmed, he observed, that he had forty years ago
begun his preparation for that hour, and now had no fear. Dr. Newton,
who was lodging in the same house, was coming up to pray with him;
but Mr. Batty, baving an idea that the disorder was infectious, would on
no account allow him to come into his room, after it became evident that
it was & most unequivocal case of Asiatic cholera, but sent a message to
him to the effect that, if the friends would engage in prayer below for him,
he should esteem it as effectual as if offered in his own room.

He was interred at the Wesleyan burying ground attached to the chapel
at Cheetham-hill, at two o'clock on Thursday, the medical gentlemen
being of opinion that the sooner he was interred the better. The Secr
of the Conference officiated on the occasion. Thus, in little more than
twenty-four hours a member of Conference was recording his vote for the
president, and his mortal remains were committed to the tomb to await the
resurrection of the just!

The PRESIDENT remarked that this event should give a solemnity to
the proceedings of Conference. “ Who,” enquired he, ‘ may next be
called away 2” There should be earnest prayer to God to preserve our
health and lives. Distressing fear should not exist, as the Conference was
in the hands of God:

It was also announced that Mr. Fowler was no better.

The PRESIDEXNT took occasion to say, that in order to go on well with
the business of the Conference, it would be necessary to suppress private
conversation. The previous ‘evening’s pruceedings had been carried on
amid so much conversation that the official members of the Conference
were obliged to exert themselves too much in order to be heard. This
diminished the moral effect of the proceedings. Besides, all present should
take part in the business of Conference.

The Conference then resumed the enquiry, what probationers, having
travelled at least four years, are to be received into full connexion with
the Conference? It was occasi".aally very difficult to hear the representa-
tives, but there appeared t be 37 in Great Britain, 35 in the foreign

-Mmissions, and 8 in Ireland. .
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The PrEsIpENT read a letter he had just received from the Mission
house, stating that Dr. Alder was considered out of ;danger if there was
no relapse, and that the clerks who had had the cholera were recovering.

The next question that occupied the attention of Conference was, who
remain on trial ? There were about 66 who have travelled three years;
64, two years; and 15, one year.

The next question coming under the consideration of Conference was,
who are on the president’s Jist of reserve ? The names were read, and ac-
counts given of them by the superintendentsof the circunits where they resides

MrésFAmB reported that the number on the list of reserve was no less
than 25.

CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY.

The next subject of inquiry was, who are received upon trial?  There
were in the London district, 3, one of whom offered himself for Sierra
Leone. In the Bedford and Northampton district, 1. Kent district, 2.
Norwich and Lynn district, 2. Oxford district, 2. Guernsey district, 1.
Cornwall district, 3 ; the friends of one of whom, from his anxiety to get
into the institution, will pay part of his expenses of training in that es-
tablishment. Exeter district, 1; who took honours at the University of
London at the time of his examination before the Conference Committee
in London, and who, the day after his preaching his trial sermon, was
seized with the cholera, as well as the minister who was appointed to hear
him. Both recovered : the young man attributing his recovery, under
God, to the kind and unrelnitting attention of some of his fellow-students
in the University. In the Bath district, 2 ; one of them the grandson of
the well-known Carvosso. In the second South Wales district, 2. Ano-
ther was proposed, but his case was not decided on until the Welsh
preachers who are at Conference had met and reported their deliberations
on it.

[Subsequently, on the unanimous recommendation of the Welsh
preachers, he was received.]

Mr. CuswoRTH stated it as the opinion of the best friends of Methodism,
that no candidate should be received from the Welsh districts unless he
could speak English as well as Welsh.

Dr. BeaumoxT would protect the Welsh in their aboriginal rights.

Dr. BunTING said that, at present, there would be no possibility of
uniting into one society the Welsh and English members in the Principality.

In the North Wales district, 3. In the Birmingham and Shrewsbury
district, 3. Liverpool district, 3. Manchester district, 7: one of whom
was described in the written account of his character—forwarded, as is
always done, by the superintendent—as  free from debt, snuff, tobacco,
and matrimonial engagement.” Halifax and Bradford, 4. Leeds district,
£; another was proposed, but was not received on account of his advanced

‘gfl‘hia was the case with several in other districts. In this instance,
however, it was necessary to take the vote of the Conference, when a large
majority decided that, though he came most satisfactorily recommended,
he was too old to be received upon trial.

Dr. BEAUMONT observed that persons of his age should not be brought
forward “ in such a repletion of the ecclesiastical market.”

Sheffield district, 4. Nottingham and Derby district, 1..  _

Dhuring the previoas inquiries, variousincidental remaxks wese weheSnwk,
throw light upon. the economy of Methodism, and Wil te &k intenek o



64

Methodists. Several on trial had married during their probation, and had
therefore either resigned or lost one year or more of their itinerancy; or
having, contrary to rule, formed matrimonial engagements while students
in the institution, had been obliged to leave it. One of these, in his letter
of resignation, said, that he bad lost all sympathy with the body.

Mr. NaYLOR wished that all who had lost their attachment to the body
would do the same thing—resign.

Dr. BuxTing thought that if the young man had no, sympathy, he
should have much gratitude.

The Missionary Secretaries requested leave to sell a portion of the mis-
sion property in Van Dieman’s Land. Permission granted, and the
President authorized to affix the Conference seal to the deed of sale.

In the case of one young man, on the President’s list of reserve, a small
committee was appointed to inquire into the circumstances owing to which
he left the institution at Didsbury, at the close of his second year of resi-
dence. The committee are Messrs. Naylor, Youung, Geden, and W. W. Stamp.

It was stated by the ex-President, and others, that the plan of employing
hired local preachers was becoming general, and was producing serious
difficulties and inconveniences. Even circuits on the Contingent Fund
were adopting this plan. Mr. Young suggested that the recent regulations
on granting additional preachers to circuits led to this. A committee was
appointed to consider the subject and report upon it.

r. DixoN observed that a practice was growing up in the body which
he thought was not proper, and which led to great inconvenience. The
President for some years had sent from the listhof reserve, young men into
circuits, while the chairman of the district in which that circuit was, knew
nothing of the arrangement.

It was the opinion of the Conference that correspondence should take
place between the chairman of the district and the authorities of the circait
before application was made to the President for a supply.

Dr. BEAUMONT expressed his surprise that so many young men on trial
had resigned, from physical inability, after they had been appointed to a
circuit and had been labouring in it no more than six or eight weeks.

A young man who bad at first offered to go abroad, but, in his second
year at the institution, had expressed his altered views on this point, lost
a year. Twelve students who had been their full time in the institution,
were, according to rule, considered as having travelled one year.

LETTER TO THE LATE SECRETARY.

The SECRETARY read the letter, enclosing the vote of thanks to Mr.
Fowler for his services during the past year, and the condolence of the
conference with him in his affliction. .

Mr. W. M. BuxTiNG said that he was glad to notice that the letter ex
pressed so strongly the affection of the Conference towards its late secretary,
and was understood to say that bhe thought the resolution bad, through
some inadvertence, doubtless, been rather deficient in this respect. He
pronounced a high eulogium on Mr. Fowler, as one who deserved well of
the Connexion. In these sentiments the Conference cordially concurred.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

At a quarter before eight o’clock, as the chapel was becoming very close,
the President expressed a doubt whether it was proper to protract the
session in the present state of the country. It would be better to prolong

#be Conference 8 few days than to sit 00 late in the evening, In thig
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opinion the Conference acquiesced, and the session immediately closed
with fervent prayer. :

FRIDAY, JULY 27tn.

After the usual devotional services, Mr. KBELING read the minutes of
Thursday’s proceedings.

TEMPERANCE MEMORIALS,

The PRESIDENT reported that he had received several memorials on. the:
temperance question, most of them respectfully worded, and with the names:
of the parties attached who had sent them. The Conference ordered that
they should be respectfully acknowledged. )

The ingniry was then continued as to

CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY.

There were accepted from the Lincoln district, 2; Hull district, 4:
Whitby and Darlington district, 4; and 1 proposed; but his case’wa;
postponed until it should have been ascertained whether he had read the
whole of our standard works, he, at the District Meeting, having onl
read & part. y

Dr. Beavmont and Mr. W. M. BusTinG strongly insisted on the pe-
cessity of every candidate reading these carefully and comparing them.
with fhe sacred Scriptures. They denounced the practice of a curso:
reading of them, and then affirming a cordial belief in the doctrin:.{
views of Mr. Wesley. The latter said, “ Mr. Wesley’s works were our:
creed, though not our Bible.”

p Mr. W. BunTING made some lengthy observations which appeared to
produce much attention on those who could hear him.

The PRESIDENT expressed his sense of the impropriety of a young
man giving Mr. Wesley’s works a cursory reading, and then affirming
that he had adopted Wesleyan views.

Newcastle district, 1. Edinburgh and Aberdeen, 2; one of whom
offered himself for the home work in “ the absence of all impression”
that he was called to labour abroad,

Dr. Busting expressed himself strongly on the erroneous doctrine of
having 1o particular impression to labour in the nissionary field.

The other offered himself for home or foreign work, but especially de-
sired to labour in his native Scotia.

The ExX-PRESIiDENT said he liked him all the better for this pre-
ference.

A young man who resigned last Conference made an application to be
placed again among those upon trial. His request was not granted.

There are sixty received upon trial in Great Britain; and of these
twelve are preachers’ sons. In the mission-field ten are taken upon trial.
Among these is one in the Bechuana district, & native of Germany. His
knowledge of some African dialects is equal to that of any man in Africa ;
he is acquainted with various modern Janguages, and has some little
acquaintance with the learned languages. In Ireland the number re-
ceived upon trial is three. The total number, seventy-three.

DECEASE OF MINISTERS.

The next question in order on the minutes, is one which always ex-
cites deep interest, and is considered with much solemnity. ;
t The PRESIDENT said—The next subject which comes betowe Tne
Conference is one of deep and solemn interest. It reloies ' Whe Shaxestay



66

of those of our brethren who have finished their work, and entered on
their reward. I trust that all secular business will be suspended during
its consideration. We ourselves shall soon be numbered with the dead.
We will introduce this solemn subject by singing some verses of one of
our hymns., The Conference then sang, with much solemnity and feel-
ing, several verses of the hymn, commencing—

¢ Come let us join our friends above.”
The following thirty cases of death were reported : —

IN ENGLAND.
Year when
Name, Circuit. A Mini
Abraham E. Farrar ..........8ixth London ..ceevccveeees . 1807
Richard Cooper .....c.s « Windsor ..eceveenciieiianes ceee 1814

..Faversham ...eceeeeccccens
civeees 1.7
ceeess BalisbUry ceeceesens
«ses.Guernsey ..
«..Ashburton ..

James Mole ....

83824888 3
g

Jobn Radford .

David Morgan. .Cowbridge ..
Thomas Jones .Aberystwith
Robert Jones, fst. Curnarvon .

Moses Dunn.......
George Marsland .

88  @3IB3IS11118]

JObn ASHD.. cevenvnnnvnenns Keighley

James Blackett «...ceee.coee leCdBes civeeennnar

Charles Taylor ......cevc......Woodhouse Grove

Benjamin Gregory, sen.........Belper..c..cceeceae

Thomas Simmonite....cceeeee s HOrncastle covececoscacsnn
IN IRELAND.

James Rutledge ..ceeecveeeee . NeW R0OSS tovvvreensnencnnns ooe 1802
Archibald Murdock ..ecc...c.Ballin® ..ccoevecececcccanae osee 1803
IN THE FOREIGN ;UISBIOKS.

Philip Le Bas . cccvvveieeeesFTANOE sicvseeioocrsnicsocs = woen 1834
Joseph Roberts, 2nd . a8 co.oee . 54 ... 1818
Thomas Purslow.cee....s.....Sierra Leone., 30 ...u 1847
Jeremiah Hartley ¢.cc0.......80uth Africa... . == eees 1843
Francis Whitehead ..... ..West Indies ... — eeee 1838
James McBryon ..... ..8t. Vincent's.. « W ... 1848
. Stephen Bamford ... ..Nova Sootia .. 48 .... 1806
John Hunt ...cooevvveerenee.Fe€JC0 oieeiieroeerenrannie = ouee IBST

A brief character of each of the Ministers above named was read to the
Conference, and many statements respecting their ministerial labours
and success were given by ministers who had been acquainted, or sta-
tioned with them, Especial feeling was manifestoed in the Conference
during the consideration of the character and labours of the first and last
named ministers on the above list;—Abraham E. Farrar and John Hunt:
—the first, for many years a well-known and highly esteemed minister in
%nglmd ; the last, an eminently honoured and useful missionary in

‘eejee.
EXAMINATION OF CHARACTER.

This important business was commenced by the SECRETARY reading
the question, “ Are there any objections against any of the Preachers ?*
The PrEsIDENT desired to make one or two observations at that stage
@f the busiuess of the Conference. Ha considered thak tha Anmmal
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Examination of the Character of their Ministers was an essential part
of their ecclesiastical economy. The constitution of Methodism was,
in some respects, peculiar ;—it had been so from the beginning. Their
Societies were designated, by their venerable Founder, United Societies ;
—anot distinct congregations, but one body; the same in discipline and
order. In consequence of their itinerancy and their united character
from the beginning, their Ministers stood in a peculiar relation to each
other; it was, consequently, y that unanimity should be main-
tained amongst them. They stood in the same relation, one to another,
through the length and breadth of the land. Mr. Wesley said, at an
early period, that unless the Preachers were united, and had a tender
affection for, and'confidence in, one another, they could not labour
together in harmony. He, therefore, wisely required, that, once a year,
there should be an Examination into the moral and ministerial character
of every Preacher. Fidelity in the examination of character was an in-
estimable benefit, with reference to their purity as Preachers, and to the
welfare of the Societies committed to their care. They must have con-
fidence in one another, or they could not carry out their system. In so
large a community faults would arise; these must be met and corrected,
in the spirit of Christian kindness,—but at the same time, of fidelity.
If anything wrong arose, they must repress it, or they could not be
faithful. He found a direction, in early Minutes, the Minutes of 1775,
that the Preachers should be examined one by one, and that, whoever
had any doubt respecting any one should speak without reserve, or for
ever hold his peace. (Cheers.) It was sinful, if any person knew any-
thing wrong against another, to maintain an absolute silence in the Con-
ference, and then go out and speak of it. There was a peculiarity in
Mr. Wesley's phraseology,— they were examined,”—not  enquiries were
made respecting them,” but “they were ezamined,”—this was regularly
done, and especially in all doubtful cases. He trusted it would be done
faithfully by the Conference. If they were not to exercise a supervision
over one another the sooner their union was dissolved and the better:
if they were not to do so, there would be nothing but heartburnings and
uneasiness among them ; and, if they could not have confidence in one
another, the sooner their Societies became Independent Churches, the
better. If any brother in that Connexion of Ministers had just ground
of complaint, let him then state it;—if there were any real grievance,
in the name of the Lord Jesus, let that grievance be redressed ;—but
let them say what was in their hearts to one another, in the name and in
. the presence of God. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. NaYLOR observed there never was a time when it was more neces-
sary to make a searching inquiry than the present. He held in his
hands the declaratory resolutions of 1835. In his belief there is nothing

.in them contrary to the law and practice of Christ. The maintenance
of them is necessary to the prosperity of Methodism, and the union of
the Ministers of the body. He requested Ieave for the Secretary to read
these celebrated and notorious resolutions. Misrepresentation existed
a8 to the proceedings of the Manchester minor district meeting. This
had been done by some one who represented himself as an aged saper-
numerary Methodist preacher. It was necessary to know whether the
writer was a preacher or not. It had been insinuated that if the rules of
1835 were acted upon, some inconvenient questions might be asked of
him. He was ready to answer any question the President tnovogstiv
for him to answer (cheers,) snd wo Wwere ovnera Won bad. Wwewn. Wws

4
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attacked. He intimated that he should not at present say more, as he
knew what was about to be proposed.

The PRESIDENT said that it was competent for any member of the
Conference to require any rule to be read if he deemed it necessary.

Mr. W. M. Bu~TING said that every person suspected to have a hand
in publications which he would not trust himself to characterize, shouid
be sent for. His brother Everett, of York, should be sent for, as he was
suspected to have a principal hand in them. - Disloyalty to Methodism
is disloyalty to Christ.

Mr. DunN rose in order. It was disorderly to enter into the case of
a brother in his absence. Mr. Bunting was prejudging the case.

The PRESIDENT ruled that Mr. Bunting was in order, as he was not
prejudging the case, but assigning reasons why Mr. Everett should be
summoned to Conference. The Conference would not make up its
mind before hearing the case. There is righteousness in the Con-
ference.

Mr. BonTING then proceeded to state, thatin his opinion Mr. Bromley
and Mr. Burdsall should also be summoned. He did not do this in the
spirit of vindictiveness, nor would the Conference. The Conference
knew how to show lenity; and he hoped that the brethren, if in fault,
would, by a spontaneous confession, enable the Conference to show the
forgiving spirit of Christ Jesus.

Mr. OsBoRN hoped that the proceedings of this enquiry would be car-
ried on without those indications of approbation or disapprobation that
scarcely befitted the assembly on so grave & subject.

Another Minister expressed his hope that each person addressing the
Conference would be heard without the unseemly and ungentlemanly in-
terruptions that so often took place in the Conference.

The PrEsIDENT ruled, that when an important principle was laid down,
it was very proper for the Conference to express its approbation of the
sentiment ; but when an inquiry was taking place respecting the charae-
ter of a preacher, such indication of feeling would be as improper as if &
jury, during the progress of a trial, should give, from time to time, ex-
Ppression to its feelings.

Mr. Dus~ never knew any one sent for to Conference on mere suspi-
cion. It would be time enough, if, on coming to any man’s name in
regular order, there were found anything in the district minutes against
him. It was a novel mode.

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said that the circumstances, too, were novel.
There never was such an attempt to subvert the constitution of Methe-
dism. (Cheers.) The Conference must not be prevented from doing its
duty by mere technicalities (cheers). The sooner these brethren were
sent for the better (loud cheering).

_ Dr. BEaumonT thought that, extraordinary as the case was, the Con-
ference was overstepping the mark in the course they were urged to take.

Mr. DunN again attempted to speak, but was unable to gain a hearing.

Dr. BEAUMONT observed that every man should be allowed to speak;
and, however disagreeable to some his sentiments might be, he should
be heard out and out.

Mr. DUNN protested against the proposed mode. When the Secretary
came to their names would be the time to propose this resolution,

Mr. W. M. Busting would rather the whole matter was postponed till
after Sunday.

Dr. Bunring knew of many cases in which preachers had been sent
Jor to Conference, when there was no direct evidence agsins: them,
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Dr. BEAUMONT denied the propriety of the course. .

The motion, seconded by Mr. Naylor, was then put from the e¢hair, and .
carried almost unanimously.

The SECRETARY then read the Declaratory Rules of 1835. After this,
the inquiry commenced as to there being any objection against any of
the ministers. At the name of Joshua Fielden,

Mr. G. OsBorN rose and said, that, after the names were all gone
through, he should then make a friendly complaint against Mr. Fielden,
and several other brethren who were in the same case as he.

Dr. BEAUMONT opposed this procedure as a dangerous innovation.,

Mr. OsBORN stated that Mr. Fielden had not signed the declaration.

Messrs. DusN and GEORGE protested against the injustice of the
course taken by Mr. Osborn.

The PrESIDENT ruled that Mr. Osborn was right, as he had been asked
what was the ground of complaint against Mr. Fielden.

Dr. BeAuMoNT said it was unworthy of Mr. Osborn to begin with an
aged man pressed down by infirmities. Why did he not take his first
exception against a man in sufficient vigour of body and mind to defend
himself? Why did he not weit until the next name of the non-signers
came, Which was his own (Dr. B.s) ? It was not righteous for Mr. Os-
born to stand up as “the accuser of the brethren,” without any intima-
tion having been given to them of his intention. Such a proceeding
strikes at the foundation of all equity. The course of * the accuser of’
the brethren”—(loud cries of “ Order,” among which Dr. Bunting was
heard to say, “ 4n accuser of the brethren,” and which led Dr. Beaumont
to repeat the designation)—the course of * the gccuser of the brethren”
met his most entire disapprobation. How came Mr. Osborn to pass by
Joseph Fowler and fall upon Joshua Fielden ? Mr. Fowler had not
signed the declaration, and Mr. Fielden was an infirm old man. Was
this fairness ?

Mr. OsBory disclaimed the title of  accuser of the brethren.” It was
improper thus to apply scripture expressions. He would not shrink, at
this crisis, from the calm but faithful discharge of his Methodistic duties,
and the maintenance of his Methodistic rights. Mr. Fielden came first
on the list. He considered Mr. Fowler, by his letter in the Watchman,
to have given him brotherly satisfaction.

Several here spoke, but briefly and interruptedly, and amidst much
excitement. At length,

Mr. W. M. BunTiNG said, he feared that Mr. Osborn had overstepped
the mark; and that the Conference ought seriously to deliberate whether
it would allow Mr. Osborn to put the questions he proposed.

Dr. Bunting and Mr. W. SmitH were understood to say that they
feared the course proposed would be prejudicial.

Dr. BEAUMONT would give the Conference credit for not designing to
do anything prejudicial to the brethren who had not signed the declara-
tion. But it was impossible to prevent it. The laws of the human mind
were fixed, and were too profound for them to say they would not pre-
judge & man when something was said against him, and not enquired
into, perhaps, for several days. Indeed, many minds were so constituted
that they could not get over the impressions which such imputations pro-
daced. The plan proposed by Mr.Osborn was & deviation from all order.

In the midst of much confusion and excitement, Mr. F1ELDEN lifted
up his right hand, which was trembling from weakness, 83 a0 segendiest,
and said, “ This hand for years has not been sble W Witk s Xmed
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. Mr. OsBoRN observed that Mr. Fielden had given him perfoet satisfac-
tion.

1t now wanted but a quarter to eight o’clock, and the President, calling
on one of the brethren to pray, closed the sitting.

SATURDAY, JULY 28.
DONATION TO THE MISSION FUKD. '

After the Minutes of the previous day’s proceedings had been resd,
the Rev. Jor~y BEDPORD informed the Conference, that the statements
which had appeared respecting the debt now resting on the Missionary
Society had called forth a response from Thomas Bagnall, Esq., of West
Bromwich, frorn whom he had that morning received a letter, enclosing
£50 towards its reduction.

REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE CANADIAN CONFERENCE.

During this Sitting, the Rev. Dr. BUNTING announced that the Rev.
Jonx RYEBsSON, a Representative from the Canadian Conference, had
arrived,—when it was resolved to send the Rev. Messrs. NaYros and
VEVERS as a Deputation to receive him, and bring him into the Con-
ference. Shortly afterwards those Ministers introduced Mr. Ryerson;
to whom the PRESIDENT said, (at the same time extending to him his
hand,) “Mr. Ryerson, I give you the right hand of fellowship, as the
representative of this venerable body of Ministers in England, and
receive you as the Representative of the sister body in Canada. Be kind

enough to take your place on the platform. The Brethren rejoice to see
you.”

CANDIDATES FOR THE MINISTRY.

Mr. Navror brought in the Report of the Committee on the case of &
candidate for the Ministry who had not continued the term of three
years in the institution. The Report recommended he should be sent
for, and conversed with on certain points affecting his attachment to
Methodism, as the Committee, though anxious to keep him in the
Ministry, were not satisfied of his Methodistic loyalty.

Dr. Bunrrine considered it beneath the dignity of the Conference
to send for him.

After a long conversation, from which it appeared, amid testimonies
to his zeal and success, that he was said to be no Conference man, had
corresponded with the Wesleyan, and was likely to injure his fellow-
students by his Radical notions, it was understood that he was at liberty
to come and make such explanations of his conduct on these points as
he might see fit.

EXAMINATION OF CHARACTER.

The Conference resumed the inquiry, “ Are ‘there any objections
egainst any of the preachers ?”

The PrEsIDENT prefaced the proceedings, by observing that the pro-
ceedings of the previous evening had made him very anxious as to the
best course to be pursued. Two years ago it was stated that consider-
able alienation had taken place among the preachers. Conference gave
permission to circalate & certain “ Declaration,” expressive of unabated
confidence in each other. The great body of the preachers had signed
it. A few had not. The non-signers were not in the first instance to

be thought disloyal, a8 they might have sufficient ressons for not wign-
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ing. He knew in one instance that a senior minister had not signed
because he did not consider that the ¢ Declaration” was sufficiently
strong. The whole subject of the “ Fly-Sheets” and of the “ Declara-
tion” myust come before the Conference. It would be better to waive the
cases of the non-signers till the whole case came up. Forbearance was
due to the non-signers. He could conceive that some who objected to
sign the “ Declaration” might set themselves right with their brethren
verbally. God had already blessed the Confe in its sitting; he
would continue to do so. He would be sorry to say or to do anything
needlessly painful. Mr. Osborn had a right, certainly, to challenge each
non-signer as his name came before the Conference in the regular order
of inquiry ; but it would be better to waive that right, and to consider
al the cases at a future period. The Sabbath was at hand, and also the
solemn services connected with the ordination of the young men received
into full connexion. This made it very advisable to avoid all irritating
topics. He had spent an anxious night. The care, if not of all the
churches, of the Conference was upon him. He affectionately entreated
the prayers and support of the Conference.

Dr. BuxTING entirely concurred in the remark of the President.
They had, on the previous evening, from good motives he admitted, been
betrayed into an inadvertence. Members of Conference should not be
in haste to make motions. In difficult cases, before making a motion, it
would be proper to consult the President upon the proposed motion. It
was not pleasant to grieve & man who was endeavouring to do good to
the body, by resisting any motion he brought forward. By econsulting
the President the member of the Conference did not give up his right of
_presenting his motion, if he thought fit, but he had the advantage of the
counsel of a man of experience.

Mr. OsBorN stated that the course proposed by the President was the
one on which he had intended to act.

The first instance of objection to character was made when the name of
J. S. Stamp was called. The minutes of the minor district meeting, and
of the annual district meeting, on this case, were read : and, on the motion
of the Secretary of the Conference, seconded by the ex.President, these
minutes were confirmed, and Mr. Stamp was solemnly and unanimously
expelled from the body.

The PRESIDENT observed, amidst profound silence, that this was a
very solemn case. The expelled person was the son of a highly esteemed
minister, and possessed more than ordinary gifts. There was reason to
conclude that he had fallen by little and little. One cause has been a want
of deep and habitual seriousness. He had been too much given to jocularity,
especially in the use he made of scripture langnage. There was a great
difference between Christian cheerfulpess and sinful levity. The habit of

" quoting scripture in a humourous style is very dangerous. Another cause
was, that he made too free with ardent spirits. An appetite for these may
be easily formed, but cannot be easily broken. The habit of taking spirits
is very dangerous, especially to a Christian minister. Another cause was
his affectation of gentility and of hospitality beyond his means. Honest
poverty, said the President, with an emphasis that drew forth loud ac-

tions, is no reproach. I am a poor man, and am likely to be a

poor man all my life. I am the son of a poor but an honest man, and . .

1 hope to live and to die an honest man. (Loud oheem) Advemng,
agam,totheeuemhmdthe}"“‘-x an
that God might give the expelled * repentance uoto Wied
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The minor district meeting recommended the Conference to revise the .
modes hitherto adopted for borrowing money for the funds of the con-
nexion, and to provide such checks, and pass such laws, as should bea
guard in future against any mal-appropriation of the public fands. These
recommendations were, of course, adopted by the Conference.

Dr. BusTiNg adverted to the malicious and false statements made
respecting him, and which, he said, were circulated in the Wesleyan, the
Wesleyan Times, the British Banner, and the Patriot. It was said that
he was ¢ idle.” What did it mean? That he was infirm? that he neg-
Jected any part of the work which Conference in its kind consideration
had appointed him? He was said to be “selfish.” He affirmed that he
had never sought his own interest to the disparagement of the interest of
the connexion. He denied the charge, and would have them who made it
prove it. He was charged with ¢ swindling.” He was perfectly at a loss -
to understand what this could mean. He never had an opportunity to
put his hand into the treasury purse. He indignantly denied it. It was
cruel to affirm it. No thoroughly good man would believe the calumny.
They who charge him thus should put him on his trial. It might bea
painful thing at his time of life to be put upon his trial, but he would
submit to the humiliation if his accusers would shew themselves. ¢ Are
there any WxsLeYax TiMEs men in the house? Let them come forth.
Here I am to meet them, and God defend the right!” The Doctor, whe
was repeatedly and vociferously cheered, sat down amidst applause, much
prolonged, and more than once renewed. '

The PrEsiDENT—In the name of the Conference, if there be any in the
house, I command them to stand forth. (Applause and loud cheers.)
The President, in a very elevated tone, then cried, * stand forth!” (Re-
newed cheering.) He then proposed a few minutes silence, to afford any
man an opportunity to reply. A death-like silence prevailed. He again
arose, and exclaimed, in an energetic tone and attitude, ¢ As you do not
come forth, then, in the words of John Wesley, for ever hold your peace.”
The cheering was now most enthusiastically renewed.

Mr. ScorT rose to say that, to his knowledge, Dr. Bunting never mis-
appropriated a penny.

Mr. W. M. BusTiNG objected to this course of remark. His father was
not accused, and therefore needed not to be defended.

Dr. BUNTING replied, that those without ought to know what had taken
place as well as those within. The charges were now in the hands of the
people. They were not now * Fly Sheets” circulated privately; they
were published in a ¢ Vindication.” It was too late to stand upon per-
sonal honour.

Mr. ScoTT renewed his statement, declaring that he never knew a man
80 superior to considerations of a pecuniary kind as Dr. Bunting. He did
not make the claims which he justly might make upon the Mission
fands; for, instance, in medicine. There never was a fouler and falser
charge brought against a man. The Missionary Society might well con-
gratulate itself that it could command the services of such a man at the
cost of so little as £300 ayear. He had, since the statements made in the
Missionary Committee of Review, received several communications express-
ing the shaine felt by the parties addressing him, that such a man as Dr.

+ Bunting should receive so little (vociferous cheering).
On the name of the Secretary of the Conference being called,
Dr. BeauMONT said that he had been slandered in the Watchman and
7o an anosymous pamphblet written under the fictiious signeture of
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“ Vates.” He had not considered it consistent with self-respect to take
any notice of the slander. Dr. Haunah, by giving a recommendation_to
the pamphlet, made it no longer anonymous. But for Dr. Hannah’s
name thus attached, it would have received nq notice from him. He was

" indifferent about the pamphlet and the pamphleteer. It was, with Dr,
Hannah’s name attached, advertised on the wrapper of the ¢ Wesleyan
Magazine.” He had always respected Dr. Hannah’s high intellect, and
his higher moral purity and official rectitude ; but when he found himself
damaged in his sphere of usefulness by the authority of Dr. Hannah’s
name, the Secretary must forgive him for saying that he (Dr. H.) had
done him (Dr. B.) wrong, especially as Dr. Hannah had entered no caveat
whatever in his recommenation, but wrote as though he approved of the
whole pamphlet. He had endorsed the publication of “ Vates. ”

The SECRETARY of the CONFERENCE explained that he did not give his
recommendation to the whole. He only intended to express his commen-
dation of the argument of the pamphlet, which was, that if the “ Fly Sheet”
writers had designedly or ignorantly given an erroneous statement of facts
known to many, no confidence could be placed on their statement respect-
ing facts which only a few, perhaps only themselves, could know. He
never wrote anunymous articles except in periodicals, and then, as was the
usual way, the name of the writer was known to the editor. He would not
wear o mask. To harm Dr. Beaumont was as far from his intention as
from the centre to the farthest pole. He had a grave sense of the evil of
slanders and libels. He had not been used to take a prominent part in
the debates of Conference, but even the silent must speak out in this
exigency. He was willing to cast himself on the judgement of the Con-
ference.

Dr. BEauMoxT gave Dr. Hannah full credit for not intending to injure
him, but in his attempt to serve some he had injured others, by giving his
name to a slanderous publication. It was murderous. He, however,
accepted the explanation, so faras to be persuaded that the Secretary of
the Conference had no intention to injure him.

Mr. OsBORN said there was this difference, that ¢ Vates” gave the name
of his printer and publisher, which was not the case with Dr. Beaumcnt's
party and friends.

Here a scene of great confusion ensued.

Dr. Beaumont and Messrs. George and Scott appealed to the Chair,
whether this was in order.

The PRESIDENT ruled that Mr. Osborn should be heard, who inquired
whether it was disorderly to speak of Dr. Beaumont’s party ? Did not the
writers of the ¢ Fly Sheets” and in The Wesleyan T'imes constantly put
him forward as the leader of the opposition in the Conference? (Cries of
¢ No, no,” * Yes, yes,” * Order, order,”  Question,” ¢ Chair,” and great
confusion.)

The PRESIDENT at length obtained silence, and ruled that Mr. OsBorN’s
words were capable of a sense not injurious to Dr. Beaumont, and that he
(Mr. O.) must be allowed to proceed.

Mr. OsBorx then said he had no intention to use the words offensively.
He must say that there were some whose intention it was to subvert
Methodism.

Mr. Duxx here rose to order, stating that Mr. Osborn had no right to
give his version of the intentions of non.declarationists.

- The confusion increasing, the PRESIDENT observed that, hitherto, amidsak
much that was exciting, the Conference had shown its ¢o0d wusk oy e
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order maintained—that the moral effect upen their own minds of this Youd
elamour was not good.

Dr. BuntiNG supported the chair by observing, humourously, that the
Conference had by this confasion virtually deposed their President.

Mr. OsBorx resumed. He did not understand that Dr. Beaumont had

ted Dr. Hannah's explanation, as he concluded his remarks by com-
plaining that Dr. Hannah had endorsed the statements of “ Vates.” He
then persisted in affirming Dr. Beaumont’s leadership of the opposition.

Dr. BeAuMONT protested against this line of conduct as most unfair.
If Mr. Osborn had avything against him, it should be stated when
name was called. :

Mr. GEORGE also protested against the insinuation of Mr. Osborn, that
brethren, because they would not sign the ¢ declaration,” were to be
considered desirous of subverting Methodism, to which they were as ardently
attached as Mr. Osborn himself.

The PRESIDENT ruled that the matter should drop.

Mr. STePHEN KAY requested a hearing, for some time in vain, but
owing mainly to the intervention of Mr. W. M. Bunting, amid loud cries
of “chair,” he obtained it. He adverted at great length tu a eorrespen-
dence that had taken place between himself and Dr. Hannah, respecting
an insinuation in the pamphlet by ¢ Vates,” that the article in the ¢ Fly
Sheets” respecting Mission-house expenditure had been written by a returned
missionary, and that the returned missionary was himself. He would not
have noticed the anonymous “ Vates,” had not Dr. Hannah given weight
to the vile publication by attaching his name to it. The public would
not understand the distinction made by Dr. Hannah between recommend-
ing the pamphlet and the argument of the pamphlet. No returned
missionary was capable of writing the article in question in the ¢ Fly
Sheets.” In the name of the returned missionaries he called upon the
¢ Fly Sheet” writers and the man in the mask (“ Vates”) to prove the alle-
gation. He was as ignorant as any man of the existence of the “ Fly
Sheets” till the postman brought them to his door. He asked where
¢ Vates” was? Was he in the house ? Dr. Hannah had not given his
name, though he must know who he was. Again he challenged the masked
man, “ Vates,” to throw off the mask.

Mr. SQuancE had read “ Vates’” pamphlet, and Dr. Hannah’s recom-
mendation, which he had understood in the sens¢ which the Secretary had
explained. Though a returned missioiary, he had had no sensitiveness;
as though the remark about a returned iissionary having written a certain
article had any reference to him.

After a few words from Dr. Hannah, the PRESIDENT thought it would
be a relief both to mind and body to sing a few verses. He gave out the
verse in p. 572— Oh let us take a softer mould,"” &ec. '

CONFERENCE SUNDAY.

On Sunday, July 29, sermons were preached in all the Manchestef
Wesleyan chapels according to a plan which had been previously drawn
up. To insert these, or even a sketch of them, would swell this publi-
caﬁondbeyond the compiler's deeign, and therefore they are entirely
omitted. g

’

MONDAY, JULY 30.

The ordinary business of the Conferenee was, as usual, superseded this
aorning, by & Public Religious Service in the Conference Chapel. The
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President, (Rev. T, Jackson,) being still unable to attend, the chair was
ocoupied by his brother, the Rev. S. Jackson. The Liturgy was read by
the Rev. Dr, Hannah. There was an immense congregation. The official
sermon was preached by the Rev. Dr. Newton, the Ex-President. The
text was—@Gal. vi. 14. “ But God forbid that I should glory save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,” and the discourse was characterized by
the Dootor’s usual impressiveness and eloguence.

EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES.

On Monday evening, July the 30th, the public examination of the
young men, who are candidates for ordination—( thirty-seven in number,)
was commenced in Oldham Street Chapel, which was excessively crowded.
The Rev. Dr. Newton (in consequence of the indisposition of the Presi-
dent) took the chair. The proceedings were commenced, at six o’clock,
with the 7018t hymn—* How beauteous are their feet,” &c.,—after which
the Rev. Dr. Hannah read the 6lst chapter of Isaiah, and the Rev. G.
Marsden engaged in prayer.

The names of the young men were—

Thomas Batten, John Hebb, John Parsons,
Robert Brown, William Hessel, Peter Prescott, jun.,
Joseph Chapman, John Hirst, William M. Punshon,
William F. Clarke, James Hughes, - James H. Rigg,
S8ampson Cock, Edmund Knaggs, John M. Roberts,
Richard Eland, jun, John Livingston, Richard Roberts,
George Elliott, Thomas M‘Cullagh, William Rodman,
James Faulkner, John M‘Kenny, Uriah Scott,

Edwin Fice, George Mather, Michael C. Taylor,
William Fox, 2nd. James Mitchell, Joln Thomas 2nd.
B. Frankland, jun., B.A. William T. Nelson, = Walter Vercoe,
David Griffiths, John Nowell, 2nd. Richard Woodfin

Stephen P. Harvard,

Dr. Nswrox regretted to say, that the President of the Conference was
somewhat, though not seriously, indisposed,—in consequence, he be-
lieved, of the excitement and protracted exertion of examining their
young friends on Saturday evening. He knew something of that busi-
ness by experience, and might submit to Conference, whether it were a
wise arrangement for the President, on a Saturday evening, to have to
examine 30 or 40 young men on points of vastimportance in reference to
Christian Theology and Christian Experience, and then have to preach
an Official Sermon next morning, He thought it very desirable, that the
Examination should take place on some other evening. But, though he
regretted the absence of the President,—as to its cause,—he hoped, by
the good providence of God, soon to see him restored to health and
vigour, and in his proper place. It had pleased God, also, to visit the
late Secretary with a very painful and distressing affliotion; and, he
believed, at one period, the symptoms were very alarming. Many
prayers had been offered on his behalf, and a prayer-hearing God had
blessed the means employed. No man could look on that assembly
without feeling an intense interest., He was one of those who thought
it fitting, in addition to private examinations, that the Young Men
should, in that public manner, “ witness a gocd confession,” and * before
many witnesses.” He should not have an opportunity of calling wgon
all those Young Men that night; but he would ventuze \o ey, Wk
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" testimony of those whom they should hear, would, as to substance, be
the same as that which the rest could give, if there had been opportu-
nity. “Itis, indeed, (he continued,) an important circumstance, that
such a number of young men should be rising up to take our places,—
to be the living teachers, when we shall be numbered with the dead. I
always regarded this service with deep interest, for, the longer I live, the
more concerned I feel, ag to what will become of Methodism when many
of us shall be no more,— when our tongues shall be silent in the grave.
It is refreshing and encouraging to see such Young Men coming for-
wards, and I hope they will act their parts, in Wesleyan Methodism,
with greater and happier effect than we have done.”

He then proceeded to call upon the following Candidates :—Joseph
Chapman, Stephen P. Harvard, John Hebb, Edward Knaggs, W. M.
Punshon, J. H. Rigg, Robert Brown, and Edwin Fice. .

Dr. NEwToN then said, the further examination must be adjourned to
the following evening, at the same hour, six o’clock, when the proceed-
ings would be punctually resumed. In this respect, his first superin-
tendent set him an example which he had never forgotten. He was
always, if possible, in the pulpit, five minutes before the hour announced
for the commencement of service. This afforded time for reflection, for
a little meditation, and for the exercise of personal devotion. Just as the
finger pointed to the moment, up he got, and gave out the hymn. And,
during the fifty years which had gone by, he (Dr. N.) had never been
two minutes beyond the time, but it had given him pain. His convic-
tion was, that punctuality was near akin to morals. If they allowed it to
be publislied that service would commence at a certain hour, and failed
to keep their engagement, what must the public think ? Referring to the
proceedings of the evening, he observed, they must have learned several
lessons: two or three had certainly struck him. One was, that religion,
in the main, was the same in his heart, in their hearts, and in every
human heart, brought really and truly under the influence of truth and
grace. There might be a diversity of circumstances: but its outlines
were the same, Another thing was, the influence of pious parents,—s
pious mother—a pious father ; the effect of instruction given to children
by pious parents! How many of their young brethren, that night, had
borne testimony on this subject,—and how many of his hearers might do
the same! He (Dr. Newton) had once tried to be an infidel. When be-
tween 16 and 17, he thought it would be an indication of a superior
mind, if he threw off the prejudices (as they were termed) of education,
and dared to think for himself. At all events, he dared to try: but, from
the effect which he saw religion had upon the temper and conduct of his
now sainted parents,he never could succeed :—he was sure there was a're-
ality in religion,—that nothing but a divine influence could have produced
what he saw in his parents. He called upon pious parents to continue to
pray on,—to pray for their daughters as well as for their sons,—and who
could tell the result? Another circumstance had struck him, namely, the
clear account which their young friends had given of their personal con-
-version. Not one among them uttered an expression like one which he had
lately heard—* Such a man beeame hopefully converted.” ¢ Hopefully
converted,” indeed! No: these young brethren had sought till they
found “the knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins;” till they
had the witness of adoption into the family of God—the Spirit of the
Lord bearing witness with their spirits that they were adopted, were put
among the children, and that the heritage wes theirs, He hoped they
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would never stop short of this, as ministers ; and then, from the fulness
of their hearts, they would be able to declare it to their people. .

The 1st Hymn, “ O for a thousand tongues,” &c., was then sung; and
after prayer by the Revds. John Hobson and Corbett Cooke, the assembly
separated. .

TUESDAY, JULY 31.

The Conference opened at nine o’clock, as usual with singing and
prayer. The examination of character was proceeded with.

After some communications respecting the state of health of the late
Secretary and others, the Conference appointed a Committee to con-
sider the subject of the future governorship of the Taunton Proprietary
Grammar School.

In the case of Mr. Lowe, who, immediately after the last Conference,
felt the renewal of his scruples to shave off his beard return with such
force as to prevent his taking the circuit to which he had been ap-
pointed, the ex-President showed that he had used great forbearance,
and had taken the earliest opportunity that presented itself to put him
again into a cirouit.

A Minute of the Bath district was read. It stated that at its annual
meeting Mr. Bromley announced his serious objections to the declara-
tory law of 1835, as contrary to the word of God, and to Mr. Wesley's
writings. The matter was left over until Mr. Bromley arrived to answer,
in common with others of his brethren, questions which were to be pro-
posed to them on the authority of those laws.

The young men, thirty-seven in number, who have travelled their
period of probation, were Brivately examined on the previous Saturday
evening by the President and Secretary of the Conference. Their
Theological Examination before the whole Conference took place on
Tuesday morning, from eleven to one o’clock, and was conducted, much
to the satisfaction of the Conference, by Dr. Hannah.

Nothing particular occurred in the Theological Examination of the
young men who were recommended from their several districts to be
taken into full connexion.

The Ex-PresipENT stated that the President was highly satisfied
with the result of the private examination which took place on the
previous Saturday evening.

On the motion of Mr. MARSDEN, seconded by the SECRETARY of the
CONFERENCE, they were all unanimously received into full connexion.

The Examination of Candidates for the Ministry was resumed on
Tuesday evening, at six o’clock, in Oldham Street Chapel, Manchester.
The public interest in the proceedings appeared to have suffered little or
no diminution, the chapel being excessively crowded long before the
hour appointed for the service. The Rev. R. Newton again occupied
the chair, the health of the President not allowing of his attention as
yet to the duties of his office. After singing, the Secretary read a
portion of Scripture, and the Rev. Messrs. Williams and Reilly, from
Ireland, offered prayer.

After the names of the young ministers had been called over, the
brethren rising respeotively,

Dr. NEwTox said,—We now resume the very pleasant and edifying
work which was adjourned the last evening until the present time. All
who were present last evening, who had any sense of apiritos) rhghon
in their lgms, will admit, as with one voice, it Wes OO Yo e w% Nowk
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theeting,—it was refreshing, it was edifying; and our friends did not
ocome merely to see the faces or hear the voices of those young men
who are to be their future teachers, but they came to listen to the testi-
monies that they were able to deliver, as to the power and efficacy of re-
ligion. And they were not disappointed. I would suggest (addressing
the young men) that it msay not be a more excellent way to give us &
great deal of your personal history; that may be on record in some
place, and I hope it will; but to-night we expect you will especially
refer, in what you say, to your conversion to God, and the present state
of your souls as regards real religion, and the convictions you have.
Remember, you are not only called to be Christians, but Christisn
Ministers ; and that you have chosen by your hearty good-will, a state
and place among us as Wesleyan Ministers. I hope God will crown this
meeting with his special blessing.

The following were then called upon, and related various particulars
in connection with their conversion and call to the ministry :—Richard
Fland, William Hessell, John Livingston, John M‘Kenny, Michael C.
Taylor, Walter Vercoe, Uriah Scott, and George Mather.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1.

THE ORDINATION SBERVICE.

The solemn and interesting service of Ordination, took place this
morning, in Irwell-street Chapel. The plan of admission was by tickets,
granted, in the first instance, to the preachers, for the friends with whom
they resided, and then to the public generally,—the body of the chapel
(which was densely crowded) being reserved for the ministers and can-
didates.

The President, as early as half-past nine o’clock, commenced the pro-
ecedings by giving out the 744th hymn, on the institution of a gospel
ministry, beginning, “ The Saviour, when to heaven he rose ;” after which
the Rev. J. P. Haswell engaged in prayer.

The PRESIDENT then said,—We are assembled, this morning, on an
occasion of deep and solemn interest. Several young ministers of Jesus
Christ appear before you, who, having fulfilled their period of probation
in our religious community, are now placed in this congregation, for the
purpose of being solemnly set apart to the evangelical ministry. An
opinion has been extensively prevalent among certain classes, that the
Christian ministry is one of the learned professions, We do not regard
it in this light. We account it not a profession, but a divine voeation.
It it were simply a profession, a man might assume it as a matter of con-
venience, and lay it aside if it became irksome or disagreeable. But, if
it be a divine vocation, woe to that man who is ¢ disobedient to the hea-
venly calling,” and refuses to carry the Saviour’s message of mercy to &
lost world: woe to that man, who, being invested with the evangelical
ministry and the pastoral charge, declines his duty and office, becomes
worldly in disposition, and seeks gratification and benefit from temporal
engagements and pursuits. It may be said in a subordinate sense, con-
eerning the young men now before you, as was said of the Saviour by
Simeon, they are “set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel.”
Many, we have reason to hope, by their instrumentality, have been raised
from guilt, wretchedness, and misery, to be really the « sons and daugh-
sers of the Lord God Almighty, and heirs according to the hope of ever-

Zasting life,” But, there is also reason o fesr, that in sowme inetances,
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those who have attended their ministry remain unconverted, unbelieving,
and rejecting the gospel of God against-themselves; and then, the min-
istry which these young men have exercised may prove *a savour of
death unto death.” How sacred, solemn, important, and momentous, is
the Christian ministry! These young men have undergone various ex-
aminations in private, also before the Conference, and several of them,
during the last two evenings, have borre public testimony ¢ before many
witnesses,” as to the reality of their personal conversion, and as to their
inward and divine call. They appear before this Christian assembly,
this morning, that they may have an interest in your united sympathies
and devotions. I request your prayers on behalf of these young servants
of the Lord Jesus Christ; and may these prayers come before the throne
of the heavenly grace, like a cloud of incense, may they be heard and an-
swered from heaven, and may the Holy Ghost come down on these our
young brethren in all his plenitude and heavenly influence ;—so that their
career, whether brief or long-continued, may be marked by the divine
Pr , approbation, and blessing.

The names of the candidates having been called over, the PRESIDENT
proceeded to read various portions of the word of God, relating to the
appointment and duties of ministers,—namely, Matt. xxviii. from verse
18; John x. 1—16; John xxi. 15—17; Acts xx. 17—38; and Eph. iv.
7. The candidates then stood up, and the President read the impressive
exhortation in ¢ the form and manner of ordaining priests,” commencing
% You have heard, brethren,” &c. Then followed the questions as to
their call to the ministry, and their conviction of the sufficiency of the
scriptures as containing all things necessary to salvation. The President
then enquired : “ As you are to exercize your ministry under the direction
of the Wesleyan Conference, have you attentively read the four first vol-
umes of Mr. Wesley’s Sermons, and his Notes on the New Testament ?
And do you believe that the system of doctrine therein contained is in
accordance with holy scripture ?”

The PRESIDENT—I have also to ask, have you read the Large Minutes of

Conference, and do you believe that the general system of discipline con-
wained therein is agreeable to holy scripture ; and whether you will main-
tain and enforce it in the societies committed to your charge ?”
, To these succeeded the usual questions as to their determination to
use all diligence and faithfulness; to administer the doctrines and sacra-
ments according to Christ’s command ; to oppose all false doctrine ; to
exemplify and enforce the truth by consistent and holy lives ; to main-
tain quietness, peace, and love amongst all Christian people; and to
obey the chief ministers to whom the government of the society’s affairs
are entrusted. To each of which questions the candidates replied, sepa-
rately, in the affirmative.

After silent prayer was offered, the congregation joined in singing the
439th hymn, commencing,—* Thy power and saving truth to show.”—
The ordination then took place at the communion table, the candidates
kneeling, and the President, with the Revds. G. Marsden, Drs. Newton
and Hannah, J. Scott, and W. Atherton, laying their hands severally upon
the head of every one of them, the President saying, “ Mayest thou re-
ceive the Holy Ghost for the office and work of a Christian minister and
pastor, now committed unto thee by the imposition of our hands, and be
thou a faithful and diligent dispenser of the word of God, and of his holy
sacraments, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, s0d o} tne TSy
Ghost, Amen.”

EZ?
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The President then, delivering to them a copy of the holy scriptures,
said—* Take thou authority to preach the word of God, and to adminis-
ter the holy sacraments in the congregation.” :

Beturning to the desk, the President addressed to the young preachers
the charge delivered at the consecration of bishops, commencing, ¢ Give
heed unto reading, exhortation, and doctrine,” &c. Prayer having been
offered, and the 279th hymn sung, the sacrament was administered to the
newly-ordained ministers, the President being assisted in its administra-
tion by the Rev. Dr. Hannah.

Dr. NewToN then ascended the pulpit, and gave out the last two verses
of the 26th hymn. He then proceeded to address the young ministers
from 2 Timothy ii. 15; “ Study to shew thyself approved unto God, &
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.”

After a long and able address, the proceedings were closed with singing
and the usual devotions,

Wednesday Evening, August 1st.

The Conference resumed its sittings this evening, at the usual hour.

The PRESIDENT (who had not appeared on the platform since Satur-
day) thought it right to explain the cause of his absence. It had not
arisen from a disposition to shrink from any part of his duty, but be-
cause he had been unwell ; not, indeed, in any danger, but he felt him-
self unable to attend their sittings. He was not quite sure, whether, at
that particular period of their proceedings, the duties imposed upon
their President were not too onerous. There was an important exami-
nation of the young candidates for ordination, which took place on the
Saturday evening ; then they usually appointed their President a ser-
vice on the Sunday forenoon; and these engagements, taken in con-
nection with his other duties, required no common degree of physical
and wental strength. He was thankful to appear among them again—
(cheers)—and hoped the business would still be carried on with regu-
larity and diligence. He felt obliged to the ex-President for kindly
taking his place, and to his brother for performing the Sunday morning
service.

LATE ATTENDANCE ON PUBLIC WORSHIP.

Mr. KexpaLL wished to draw the attention of the Conference to the
late attendance of some congregations on public worship.

The PRESIDENT observed that the subject was of considgrable im-
portance, but that the present was not the time to bring it on. If there
should be time after the stations were settled, and all ordinary business
was transacted, Mr. Kendall might then bring the matter forward.

EXAMINATION OF CHARACTER.

Mr. CookE, chairman of the Macclesfield district, brought forward the
case of Mr. C. Rawlings, a preacher in his district, who had declined
answering certain questions which Mr; Cooke, by the law of 1835, felt
himself at liberty to ask all the brethren of his district respecting the
¢¢ Fly-Sheets.” He expressed his belief that these declaratory laws were
in accordance with the law of Christ, and necessary to preserve the
purity of the body. He was himself willing, from time to time, to be
dealt with in the same way, for he observed the.golden rule. Mr. Raw-

lings, who had not signed the declaration, on being ssked by the chair-
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man at the May meeting whether he approved of the “ Fly-Sheets,” had
said that some things in them were true, but would go no further in
giving him satisfaction than to say, “ I preach against slander.” Ninety-
nine out of a hundred preachers think that the Conference should purge
itself from these  Fly-Sheet” writers. Some men were crotchetty.

Mr. DUNK rose to order, and to inquire whether there was any minute
on the subject. It appearing that there was not, the matter dropped for
the time.

The PRESIDENT observed that these laws of 1835 were an essential
part of our discipline.

A series of services having been held at Runcorn by a local preacher,*
the district meeting had recommended the discontinuance of employing
him in that way. His piety and zeal were readily acknowledged.

At the Liverpool District Meeting, a conversation had taken place relative
to the refusal, on the part of the Rev. Charles Cheetham, of Chester, to
renew the note of a member of the congregation, thus preventing him
receiving the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and had declined to give &
reason for so doing. The report of the meeting was, that it was desirable,
generally, that a reason should be given in such cases, but it was thought:
that, under the extraordinary circumstances of the case, Mr. Cheetham
had acted properly.

THE REV. DANIEL WALTON'S CASE.

This case was introduced to the attention of the Conference on Wed-
nesday evening, occupying a considerable portion of the evening session,
the whole of Thursday forenoon, and about balf the following evening.
The deep silence that succeeded (for a few minutes) as soon as the Sec-
retary of the Conference read * the Manchester and Bolton district,” was
evidence of the importance attached to the present question, *1Is there
any objectiom against Daniel Walton?” The minutes of the Minor
District Meeting, as confirmed by the annual meeting, and recommend-
ing that Mr. Walton should be censured from the chair of the District
Meeting, and be incapable for the present of filling the office of superin-
tendent, were read. They were very voluminous, and occupied about
forty minutes in reading.

The following is the substance of the resolutions of the Minor Dis-
trict Meeting on the case of the Rev. D. Walton :—

‘1. That this meeting believes the charge of T. P. Bunting, Esq., to
be fully sustained.

2. That it deeply regrets to witness the spirit and conduct of the
Rev. D. Walton in the circumstances in which he is placed.

“ 3. That it warns him against the course to which he appears to be
committing himself.

“ 4. That, for the purpose of bringing these things fully before his
attention in private, a respectful but admonitory letter be addressed to
him.

¢ 5. In the hope that he may repent, it requires, as an expression of
that feeling, a reply to the more important questions put to him, but
which he has hitherto declined to answer, as the very least thing he can
do. That, should he still persist in his refusal, the meeting will feel
compelled to recommend a course to the Conference which it grieves it
to contemplate.

# Mr, David Greenbury.
ES3
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“ 6. That the Committee be adjourned till the President veceive such
communications from Mr. Walton as shall appear to him to render such
s meeting desirable.”

A eopy of the admonitory letter was read. Mr. Waltou replied to this
letter, which he ssid was “ a serious, and, on the whole, a kind letter.”

At an adjourned District Meeting, held on Friday, May 11, it was re-
solved :—

“ 1. That nothing had occurred to alter the judgement of the members
a8 to the improper spirit and conduct of Mr. Walton.

2. It deeply regrets that brother Walton still keeps back those papers
which he says would clear him if produced, and will clear him at s
future period.

“ 3. That, on the supposition that he still continues to withhold them
till Conference, it recommends :—1st. That he be admonished from the
ehair at the District Meeting. 2. That he be considered as disqualified
for the duties of superintendent. 3. But it regrets the conduct of the
brethren, Messrs. Everett and Burdsall, in absenting themselves from
the first District Meeting, after being sammoned thither by the Presi-
dent, especially in the case of the former of these brethren, who as-
signed as one reason for non-attendance, the fact of his having to eross
the country, when, at the same time, he was not far from Mauchester.”

The regular Distriot Meeting, after hearing the minutes of the above
‘meetings, resolved—

“ 1. This meeting expresses its conviction of the care and diligenee
with which the whole case has been investigated by the members of the
Minor District Meeting.

2, It expresses its entire approval of the report of the Minor Distriot
Meeting. )

“ 3. That the attention of this meeting having beew incidentally
directed to brother W. T. Radcliffe, this meeting expresses its sympathy
with him, and its persuasion that he has acted an honourable part.

““ 4. That if it be thought needful by the members of the Minor Dis-
trict Meeting that the whole of its minutes be published, it has the fall
sanction of this meeting to publish them.”

It will be seen from the above that Mr Walton made an appeal to the
Conference. It was asked whether Mr. Walton had given proper notice
of such an appeal ; and it was ascertained that he had not. Nevertheless,
the appeal was allowed.

The PresIDENT then asked Mr. Walton to state the grounds on
which his appeal was made. He did not wish him to enter into the
general subject, but simply to state the grounds on which he appealed.

Mr. WaLToN stated that he would do so in a very brief manner. He
objected, for one thing, though he did not lay any great stress om this,
but still he did ©object, to the ion on which that subject was first
introduced. He did not think that a Missionary Committee, in which
there were forty or fifty laymen, was the place in which a charge was to
be brought against a Christian Minister. He further stated that the
finding of the District Meeting was not supported by the evidenoe far-
mished it; that not the elightest evidenee was furnished of his partiei-
pation in the preparation or publication of the *Fly-Sheets.” He
further stated, that the threat of suspension having been held ever

4im for six months, was & punishment greater thau his case merited.




THURSDAY, AUGUST 2.
THHE REV. DANIEL WALTON’S CASE.

Mr. Nayroe said that he had intended not to make a speech on this
subject—to say nothing except in reply to questions that might be pro-
posed to him. He thought that the Conference had broken up with an
impression unfavourable to the members of the Minor District Meet-
ing, produced unintentionally by Mr. Walton as it regarded the firsf
grouud of appeal. Mr. Walton consented as much as any other member
of it to the introduction of that question. No one, he believed, knew
what that question was. He did not; he had no more suspicion of
what it was than Mr. Walton had. Leave had been asked to put a ques-
tion to a minister in that meeting—not one member of that meeting
had objected to the question being proposed—and he (Mr. Naylor)
thought that Mr. Walton ought not now to make that an objection. As
to the other matters, he was quite sure that the feeling of the meeting
was in favour of Mr. Walton—that there was no disposition to prove
him, to find him, or to believe him guilty; and that the reason why they
hed not come to a decision on the case at once was prompted solely by &
wish not to be hasty in the matter, and to allow Mr. Walton time to
reconsider his position, in the hope that he would sommunicate the
information he possessed as to the anonymous calumniators of the
brethren. The first Minor District Meeting resolved that the meeting
should be adjourned till Mr. Walton communicated with the Chairman,
and desired it to meet, in order that he might purge himself of all
ground of suspicion of being connected with the writers of the * Fly-
Sheets.” Mr. Walton held in his hand, on one occasion, a book, which
he said would enable him to clear himself, and which would clear him
some day. The members of the meeting had entreated him to clear
himself—they had entreated him with tears—but in vain. It had been
Mr. Walton’s fault that the meeting had not come to a satisfactory de-

cision, and if he would now clear himself, no persons in the Conference
would rejoice more than the members of thnt Minor District Meeting.

The Rev. JoNarHAN CROWTHER confirmed Mr. Naylor's remarks;
and added that Mr. Walton’s statement as to nething having been
proved against him was fitted to make a false impression. All that the
Minor District Meeting declared to be proved was this, that the Rev.
D. Walton was cognizant of, if not a participator in, the production of
the “ Fly-Sheets.”

The Rev. Dr. BuNTING regretted, that, from his position the previous
evening, he had not rightly apprehended one feature in the case. He
now understood that Mr. Walton had refused to bring forward his appeal
at the May District Meeting from the decision of the Minor District
Meeting, and referred his appeal to the Conference. This course, he
submitted, was unconstitutional. If Mr. Walton wished to appeal to
the Conference, that appeal should have been from the Minor District
Meeting to the regular District Meeting; and that if he was dissatisfied
with its decision, then an appeal was open to him to the Conference.
By refusing, however, to make his appeal at the May District Meeting,
he had put it out of his legal power to bring forward that appeal before
the Conference. It must be understood that the May District Meeting
was a regular legal tribunal. Great importance had been attached to
this fact in Dr. Warren's case. Nevertheless, he was perfeotly willing
that Mr. Walton should be heard; but it could be dome oudy oy -
special rule in the case.
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Dr. BEaunMoNT asked if Mr. Walton hed been distinctly informed by
the Chairman of the May District Meeting, that, by refusing to bring
forward bis appeal before that meeting, he was disqualifying himself
from making an appeal to the Conference ?

It was stated that he was told that that District Meeting must adjudi-
cate upon his case, whether he would make an appeal to it or not.

Dr. BusTiNG said that the first step to be taken was to hear the
evidence.

The whole of the minutes were then read, and the resolutions of the
+various District Meetings re-read.

The Rev. R. REEcE then moved that the Report of the May Distriet
Meeting be received.

Dr. Dixox rose. Expectation was all on tiptoe, as it was supposed
that the Doctor sympathized with Mr. Walton. He said he had come
there with & mind as unbiassed as possible; he had listened as & judge.
He had known Mr. Walton long, and respected him greatly. He must,
however, say, that he thought the finding of the District Meeting was in
perfect accordance with the evidence, and that the Minor District Meet-
ing had conducted itself very satisfactorily. He seconded the adoption
of the Report.

The Rev. W. M. BuxTtiNG said that the character of Mr. Walton, as a
‘Wesleyan Minister, was dearer to him than that of his own beloved and
generous-hearted brother, T. P. Bunting; and he thought that that
brother had acted improperly in bringing forward the matter when and
where he did, and that the District Meeting had done wrong in enter-
taining it. But that did not at all affect the principle of the case. He
‘believed that Mr. Walton cherished a chivalrous sentiment of honour,
and such a sentiment might perhaps very properly have impelled him to
act a3 he had done. But when the whole case of the ‘Fly-Sheets”
came up, he thought Mr. W. would then stand in & very different posi-
tion. He thought that such & sentiment toward a private friend ought
to give way to a similar sentiment for his calumniated brethren and the
cause of Jesus Christ—(applause.)

The Rev. S. Duxx moved, as an amendment, that in consequence of
the unprecedented manner in which the proceedings against Mr. Walton
commenced—the pain of mind Mr. Walton has experienced for some
months, and the inconclusive nature of the evidence adduced—the re-
solutions of the District Meeting be not received. ;

The PrEsIDENT ruled that this was not an amendment, but a di
negative and could not, therefore, be admitted.

Mr. WarTox said, that the whole case could be put into a nut-shell.
It amounted just to this: that Mr. Radcliffe had seen an MS. in his
(Mr. Walton’s) study. Some of the sentiments contained in this MS.
appeared in No. 2 “Fly-Sheets.” He now solemnly declared that he
did not lend that MS. to his friend with any knowledge that it would be
employed in the “Fly-Sheets,” nor with any intention that it should be
80 employed (cheers.) If, however, his brethren pronounced sentence
against him, he would bow to that decision, be it what it might.

Dr. NEwTox thought he ought to say a word. These facts should be
considered. When Mr. Walton was asked to whom he had lent the
MS,, his answer was, “I decline to answer.” He was asked how long
the MS. Lad been out of his possession? His reply was, “ Three or
fonr days.” *Did you require an apology from that friend when you

Jound that he had published some of your sentiments without your
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consent ?” it was asked. “I decline to answer,” was the reply. Now,
were these things to go for nothing?

After remarks from Dr. Bunting, Mr. Lomas, Mr. Griffith, and others,

Mr. WaLTON said, that he regretted the use that had been made of
his MS., and condemned the “ Fly-Sheets”—(loud applause.)

Mr. W. Lorp said, that he deemed it right to say that Mr. Walton
had not made this statement under the influence of present emotion, as
he had made a similar statement to himself that morning.

The motion was then put, and with the exception of Samuel Dunn,
William Griffith, jun., and Robert Harrison, the Report of the.District
Meeting was unanimously received and adopted.

THE EX-PRESIDENT'S SERMON AND CHARGE.

The Rev. JosN FARRAR said, he was sure that every oue present at
the Ordination Service had been gratified and delighted with the excel-
lent Address of the ex-President. The young men to whom it had
been delivered earnestly wished it to be printed ; and he moved that Dr.
Newton be requested to comply with their wishes.

Dr. Hansam (the Secretary) read an appropriate letter from the
young men, conveying this request.

The motion was unanimously agreed to.

Dr. NEwroN was grateful to his young brethren and to the Conference,
for their kind approval of his charge He had been engaged, as they

well knew, in a long previous service, and he carried no note with him
into the pulpit at any time. Had he possessed leisure, he mlght have
tried to do better. He could not tell how matters might be in future ;
he might have a little more time : some said the curate system was now
to be put an end to; if so, he might, perhaps, be able, in his old age, to
do something in the way of writing.

The Rev. W. M. BunTING proposed, that Dr. Newton be requested to
favour the Conference with the substance of the official sermon preached
before it on Monday,—on which he pronounced a high eulogium. He
thought it very appropriate, as being the Doctor’s Jubilee Conference.
He (Mr. B.) should not have attended the Conference this year, had it
not been to evince his respect for the venerable men of that body, and he
desired to express his growing respect for Dr. Newton's personal ministry.

The Rev. JouN ScoTT said, he had risen, just as Mr. Bunting rose,
expressly to make the same proposition. When the Ex-President got
time to write his charge, he hoped he would also take time to write his
sermon.

The motion was unananously adopted.

The PRESIDENT very affectionately urged the request on Dr. Newton.
“You cannot,” said he, “live for ever: we are all on our way to our
Father's house above,—* the palace of angels and God,’—and I hope youn
will live among the people by publishing something of what you have
preached.”

Dr. NewToN felt thankful for the request, because it was an evidence
that his brethren felt as much attached as ever to the great doctrine of
the atonement.

Dr. Buxtine alluded to St. Paul's epistles, several of which were
written during his imprisonment, and suggested that the brethren should
suspend their requests for the pulpit services of Dr. Newton for a short
period, in order to give him timne to prepare for publicstion Waskned
now been solicited,

ES
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THR LATE SECRETARY.

A letter was read from Mr. Robert Fowler, son of the late Secretary,
acknowledging, in his fathers name, the resolutions whisk had been
presented to him by the Conference,—expressive of their sense of his
services, and their sympathy with him in his sfliction,—and declaring,
in return, his gratitude for the courteous and affectionate terms in which
the resolution had been conveyed.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN AMERICA.

The PresIpEXNT stated, that he held in his band an address from the
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America. It
was agreed, after a short conversation, that Dr. Dixon, Dr. Beecham, and
Mr. Lomas, should be appointed to bring up the address, and the draft
of an answer, for the consideration of the Conference.

' ASSISTANT MISSIONARIES IN THE EAST.

A long discussion took place on the status of assistant missionaries i
India, occasioned by the resignation of two individuals who have been
employed in that capacity. It was ultimately moved by the Rev. Peter
Duncan, seconded by the Rev. Alexander Bell, and agreed to, that the
whole question should be submitted to the Missionary Committee.

Dr. BEecHANM stated that intelligence had just been received of the
death of the Rev. Robert L. Lusher, of Montrefl.

MEB. SAMUEL DUNK’S CASE, A8 EDITOR OF THE ‘‘ WESLEY BANNER.”

Again the attention of the Conference was hushed into temporary
silence, when the Secretary came to the Nottingham and Derby district,
and inquired, ¢ Is there any objection to Samuel Dunn ?”

The chairman of the district handed the minutes of the May district
meeting to the Secretary, who read them. They are as follow :—

¢ The following charges were preferred against the Rev. Samuel Dunn
by the Rev. W. H. Clarkson, viz. :—

“ This meeting having heard the charges preferred by the Rev. W. H.
Clarkson against the Rev. Samuel Dunn, and having at great length, and
at various sittings of the District Committee, heard Mr. Dunn in reply to
these charges, it is in evidence :—

*1, That Mr. Dunn did, on the 11th instant, communicate to the
editors of The Wesleyan Times newspaper that ¢ he had received notiee,
a8 one of the editors of the Wesley Banner, of four charges to be preferred
against him at this district meeting;’ that Mr. Dunn has, during these
proceedings, intimated that ‘the acts of this district committee would
go before the world;’ that ¢the meeting must take care what it does;
and that ‘ no power upon earth shall prevent him from judging and acting
for himself in matters of this sort.’

“ 2, It is farther in evidence, that Mr. Dunn is the avowed and os-
tensible editor of a monthly periodical called the ¢ Wesley Banner,
which periodical is now extensively circulated in our connexion-——that
the tendency of this publication is to promote °strifes and divisions,
—that it greatly endangers the peace of our societies, and is dividing
our people, both in sentiment and feeling, of which we have some pain-
{ful instances in our own district.

« 8, That after long and patiently considering all the circumstances

of this case, several of the genior ministers in this committee, and
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others, expressed a strong wish, if possible, to have the whole matter b;
mutual concessions and agreement, amicably settled. The state l.nx
eircumstances of our Connexion did in their judgement justify thig
feeling : — !

“ Whereupon Mr. Clarkson expressed his willingnese to withdraw all
charges against Mr. Dunn on condition that the ¢ Wesley Banner,’ to
which the cause of complaint referred, be at ouce given up. This pro-
posal was most strongly and affectionately urged upon Mr. Dunn, both
from the chair, and by almost every minister in the meeting. This re-
commendation Mr. Dunn positively declined.

“ Under all these circumstances, and after long and prayerful deli-
berations on this subject, we are of opinion :—

“ 1. That the publication called the ¢ Wesley Banner,” and edited by
Brother Dunn, ought to be discontinued.

«“ 2. That, in accordance with this opinion, Brother Dunn be re-
quired immediately to suspend its publication.

3. That in case this publication continue to be edited and pub-
lished by Mr. Dunn, the whole matter be referred to the Conference.”

“ The following amendment was moved by the Rev. W.GrIrriTH,
seconded by the Rev. J. C. GEORGE :—

¢ That these resolutions cannot be received by this meeting, inasmuch
as they do not contain a verdict upon the charges brought against Mr.
Dunn, but, on the contrary, introduce fresh matler of charge of which
he has received no notice, and in reference to which, as far as those new
charges depend upon Mr. Dunn’s statement, he denies ever having
uttered the sentiments attributed to him, and has affirmed again and
again, that if he did, he recalled them, as he never intended to utter
them, and never so much as had the sentiment in his mind ; and, more-
over, because no evidence has been adduced to show that the effect of
the ¢ Wesley Banner’ has been to disturb the peace of any society.”

Papers on Wesleyan Matters.

“ Ques. What is the judgment of this meeting respecting the circu-
lation in our body of letters and papers, published anonymously, om
¢ Wesleyan Matters;’ and in the present excited state of our connexion
what do we recommend to the Conference ?

‘“ ANs. After a very careful and oalm consideration of this subject,
and viewing it, especially with reference to its important bearing upon
the peace and harmony of our societies, we are of opinion —

“1. That these anonymous publications are mischievous in their
tendency, divisive in their influence, and tend greatly to promote, both
among the ministers aund people, strifes and divisions; and we recom-
mend the Conference to institute a searching inquiry into these great
evils, and to adopt such measures as will restore mutual confidence, peace,
and unity, in our circuits and societies.

% 2. That this District Committee, in the peculiar circumstances in
which it is placed with reference to a member of this meeting, whose
case has been heard and adjudicated, feel bound, in justice to all parties,
and for the interests of the connexion generally, to declare it as their
firm conviction, that the time is fully come when the Conference should
interpose and put an end to all anonymous and unsauthorized publica-
tions now circulated in the body; and they call the special attention of
the Conference to a periodical which commenced last Januegry, called.
¢ Papers on Wesleyan Matters, and which they megrenw A e



88

sold and circulated through the medium of our book-room. Papers
which, loud in their condemnation of ¢ anonymous writing and slanders,”
are themselves anonymous; and that, in the judgement of this committee,
these ¢ Papers on Wesleyan Matters’ contain serious and unjust insinua-
tions and aspersions upon the character of several of our ministers; and
that they are in their spirit and tendency calculated, not to allay, but
rather to gender strifes and divisions in the connexion ; and this District
Committee earnestly recommend that these ¢ Papers’ be at once dis-
continued.

“ 3. That this District Committee deeply deplores the wide-spread
existence of party-spirit amongst the ministers and members of our be-
loved Counexion, which spirit they affirm is utterly at variance with the
law of Christ, and the spirit of the gospel, and expresses its decided
conviction that what is now needed, and, in truth, is indispensably re-
quisite, in order to secure the peace of our societies and the Counexion
at large, is rest /—rest from the strife of tongues—rest from anonymous
writing and slanders—and rest from secret and concealed attacks upon
character, especially upon ministers ; and in order to prevent as much
a8 possible the progress of strife and debate and consequent division in
our Connexion, this committee recommend the enforcement of our old
zule, passed in 1795, viz.: ¢that no pamphlet or printed letter be circu-
lated among us without the aunthor's name;’ and ¢as the preachers sre
eminently one body,’ nothing should be done by any individual which
would be prejudicial to the whole ; the ‘ peace and honour of the Con-
nexion outweighing with us all minor considerations.’ ”

The PEESIDENT, &8 soon as these minutes were read, stated this was a
gerious case, as, from at least a dozen memorials he had received from
Nottingham North Circuit, it was evident the circuit was in an awful
state of agitation.

The Ex-PrESIDENT said that he, too, had received as many memorials,
and affairs were in a most ruinous state in that circuit.

Mr. Duxx then inquired whether the Conference was prepared to hear
his appeal, and receiving from the President a reply in the affirmative,
Mr. Dunn made his appeal from the decision of the District Meeting to
the judgment of the Conference in nearly the following words :—

« T appeal to the Conference assembled in Manchester against the
decision of the Nottingham and Derby District Meeting,—

« ], Because the charges preferred against me by Mr. W. H. Clarkson
contain principles that are anti-Wesleyan and anti-English.

« 9, Because the Weslcy Banner, on which the charges are founded,
contains no sentiments but what are strictly Wesleyan, and nothing
controversial but what is defensive.

« 3, Because the meeting refused either to condemn or acquit me on
the charges of which I had received official notice.

« 4, Becaunse neither the District meeting, nor any member of it, ven-
tured to affirm that my accuser had substantiated his charges.

« 5, Because Mr. W. B. Stephenson was allowed, on the last day of the
District, to introduce a long string of resolutions, on which Mr. Bird,
the chairman, ruled, before the meeting had even heard them, that there
should be no debate on them, though other members, as well as myself,

protested against such irregularity and injustice.
“ ¢, Because in these resolutions fresh cherges were introduced, of
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which I had no notice, and which were founded on something, it was
said, I had uttered in my defence three days before.

“ 7. Because in these new charges langnage was attributed to me
which I never uttered, and sentiments which I never entertained. .

« 8, Because I stated that had I uttered such words and sentiments
some days before while making my defence, I retracted them.

“ 9, Because, when some members of the meeting said that in their
opinion my def was satisfactory, and my offer to retract the expres-
sions, had they been uttered, ought to be accepted, they were most arbi-
trarily and indecorously clamoured down.”

Mr. Dunn immediately sat down, and the President expressed an opinion
that the case should be referred to a committee.

Mr. Duny inquired whether any preacher, feeling himself injured by
the decision of a District Meeting, had a right to be heard before the
Conference ?

To this question the PRESIDENT promptly replied, * Certainly not ;”
but, upon Mr. Dunn renewing the question with marked emphasis,

The PRESIDENT replied that the Conference had the right to appoint
a committee to hear the case.

A third time, in reply to the question again asked, the President
affirmed that the mode of hearing rested with the Conference, as otherwise
the Conference would have its mode of proceeding determined by each
individual member, and so the time would be wasted. *Isthis English ?”
asked the President, in referénce, it is supposed, to Mr. Dunn’s declara-
tion of the anti-Fnglish character of the proceedings instituted against
him.

Unable, as a matter of right, to demand a hearing in open Conference,
Mr. Dunn then requested it as & favour. This beiug opposed, he urged
that a similar favour had been granted to Mr. Walton, and he solicited it
for himself.

Mr. GEORGE, for a few moments gained a hearing. He spoke in favour
of Mr. Dunn, observing that every man who thought for himself would
be said to have peculiarities. The charges now brought against Mr. Dunn
in the minutes of the District Meeting, were not the charges originally
brought against him, and on which be stood on his trial in May last.

The PRESIDERT ruled that Mr. George was out of order, and he was
compelled to silence. The President said he would nominate in the morn-
ing a committee before whom Mr. Dunn would be heard in support of
his appeal.

The committee consisted of Messrs. Atherton, S. Jackson, John Scott,
R. Young, and E. Walker.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 8.

THE CASE OF MESSRS. EVERETT AND BURDSALL.

The morning sitting was occupied with examination of character.

There being no record in the minutes of the York District Meeting
respecting these supernumerary ministers, the Secretary gave notice that
he should, at the close of the ordinary examination of character, requess
permission of the Conference to put certain questions to these brethren.

Accordingly, on the Conference resuming its sittings on Friday evening,
at five o’clock, the greatest interest prevailed, as it was underatood das
these supernumeraries were to be immediately put %o Wie opesiea.
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A long disoussion on the declaratory laws of 1835 having follewed: the
reading of those laws,

The SroRBTARY 8aid that as Mr. Everett was ltnongly suspected as the
chief author of the “ Fly-Sheets,” he should, with the leave of the Con.
ference, propose to him, without any bitterness of spirit, a short series of
questions.

Leave being at once granted, Mr. Everett was called forward, when the
8mcRETARY, holding a paper in his hand containing a series of questions,
asked him first—

1. “ Mr. Everett, are you the writer or author of the ¢ Fly-Sheets ?’ ”
. To this Mr. EvERETT replied: “ Am I the first on the list of those

who have not eigned the Declaration ? When the brethren whose names
occur in the minutes before mine have answered the question then will I.
‘Why am I singled out from all the rest ? Till others, whose names occur
before mine, answer, I will not answer, even if my refusal be followed by
immediate expulsion!”

On the question being pressed, Mr. EVERETT demanded the name of
his accuser, the charge against him in writing, and an opportunity to
defend himself in a constitutional way.

On being told that he was strongly suspected, and that for this resson
he was questioned, he, after several replies, said : I will answer no ques-
tions. I know the temper of this Conference. An answer shall never be
extorted from me.

After some further remarks from the platform,

Mr. EvererT asked the Conference what motives induced them to fix
on him merely on suspicion ?

This called forth tremendous cheers, and on being told he was the
most suspected, his reply was : “If I am the most suspected, then there
must be the most evidence against me. Produce it.”

On the original question being again proposed, he replied, “ I will not
answer the question. I will never submit to an Inquisition. ”

This remark elicited most unrestrained marks of disapprobation from
the Conference.

Finding Mr. Everett would not enswer the questions, he was desired
to retire to his seat.

Dr. HaNNaH then called for Mr. BurD8ALL, who, though evidently en-
feebled by age, came forth with much tirmness to be put to the question.

He also gave a firm refusal to answer any such question; if accused
of any crime, he required the charge to be presented. For fifty years
had he been in the ministry, and he had never before been questioned
in that way. “Am I accused?” asked he (“yes, yes!” replied many
vonees) “Then by whom am I accused ?” was his prompt reply. He,
too, giving forth no answer, was desired to resume his seat.

Dr. BEAuMoxT immediately rose. “ It was particularly unfortunate,”
said he, ¢ that Dr. Hannah should have undertaken to propose these
questions—Dr, Hannah, who had himself sanctioned anonymous slander,
by recommending the pamphlet of ¢ Vates.'” (Here Dr. Beaumont was
cried down by tremendous shouts of “ order.”)

Dr. Hax~am expressed himself ready to answer any question; and so
did Jorxr WEsSLEY THOMAS.

At this stage of the proceedings, the PRESIDENT requested Messrs.
Everett and Burdsall to withdraw, as is usually done, while the Confer-
ence deliberated on their case.

4 long diseassion followed, in which Dz, Braumont, whils contending
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against the course pursued, was met by great interruption, intermingled
with some hisses, and, having in vain attempted to be heard, said,
“ Since the Conference will not hear me, I must sit down.” He at onae
xesumed his seat,

Mr. G. MARsDEN proposed postponing coming to a conclusion till the
following (Saturday) morning; it would be more dignified, and would
give all parties time for reflection.

Messrs. Cusworth and Vevers were appointed to inform Messrs.
Everett and Burdsall thet the Conference would at nine o'clock an
Saturday morning give them another opportunity to reply to the question,
already put, and others that were to follow it.

After an hour’s interval, Mr. Vevers reported that Messrs. Everett and
Burdsall had received them in a very kind, gentlemanly, and ministerial
way, but that they both declined attending at nine o’clock, unless some
charges were brought against them, which they would meet.

MR. BROMLEY'S CASE.

On Friday, as Mr. Bromley was not at Conference, the letter ad-
pressed to him, summoning him to attend, was read; as also was his
reply, which is subjoined :—

¢ Walcot Chapel House, Bath, 30th July, 1849,

“ Reverend Sir,—Your communication reached me yesterday (Sunday)
morning, just as I was leaving home to take the pulpit in New King-
street Chapel. Strange preparation for that momentous service !

‘ Not having received notice of any charges to be preferred against
me at the time my name occurs in the Conference examination, and
knowing that the rule of 1792, repeated in 1807, required that notice of
all charges, with the name of the accuser or accusers, shall precede
inquiry into their truth, I regard the summons you have sent me, to ap-
pear before the Conference now sitting, upon a question of character, as
arbitrary, illegal, and unjust.

“If I-understand the letter forwarded to me aright, I am called to
Conference to answer certain interrogatories to be proposed to me under
the provisions of the law found at page 113 of the Minutes of 1835;
though, as to what those interrogatories are, and by whom they are to be
proposed, I am left utterly in the dark. I trouble you, therefore, Mr.
President, with this letter, distinctly to aver, that any questions put to
me under the provisions of that law, I cannot, and will not answer; be-
lieving it, as I most religiously do, to be an enactment steeped in apostacy
and unbelief. To assent to that law in any shape were to renounce the
vows and obligations which I contracted when I became a Wesleyan
minister, to deride and contemn our standard writings, and to fly in the
face of the word and authority of the Son of God. The ¢ errors, ignor-
ances, and offences,’ of my Christian and ministerial character are, alas !
manifold ; but I am not prepared to do this great wickedness and sin against
God. It is a question of submission to the Conference, or to the word
and majesty of the Son of God : and I prefer the latter. If for a moment
I incline to submit in this instance to a body of men whom I have served
faithfully in the gospel for thirty-seven years, I hear those words spoken
to my heart, as it were in thunders of remonstrance, ¢ Whosoever shall be
ashamed of me, and of my word, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed
when he cometh in the glory of his Father, with the holy angels” This is
my testimony, by which, with the assistance of him whoe word 1 e
revere, I am prepared, under any extremity, o Shide.
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“If, however, the Conference prefer that I shall deliver this, my testi-
mony (and no other testimony have I to deliver,) in person before its
assembly, I will endeavour to do 80, God being my helper.

“ But, to enable me to do this, I have a request to make. I am without
the means of travelling to Manchester. For thirty-seven years I have
aided, in my capacity as a Wesleyan minister, to sustain the Contingent
fund. Ihope, therefore, it is not too much to ask, that the Conference
will, in this emergency, instruct the Treasurer of the Contingent Fund
to remit me the sum requisite for my expenses’to and from Manchester.

¢ I must also take permission to remind you, Mr. President, that I
cannot very well, when in Manchester, lodge in the streets, and that,
therefore, it is proper that lodgings should be provided for me, and that
1 should be made acquainted with them.

“If, in addition to these things, you will acquaint me with the day
and /wour when the Conference will receive my testimony, I will endeavour
to appear and give it. I say MY TEsTIMONY—for to answer interrogatories
proposed to me under the provisions of the unholy and Popish law of
1835, is what, God being my helper, I will never do !

“ And now, Mr. President, I charge it upon your personal honour and
presidential integrity, that this letter be openly and distinctly read to the
Conference.

“ I remain, Rev. Sir, respectfully and sincerely yours,

: “JaMES BROMLEY.

“ The President of the Wesleyan Conference.”

The reading of this letter produced, from time to time, vociferous ex-
pressions of disapprobation and abhorrence.

Mr. RuLe particularly commented upon the expressions, * steeped in
aposmcy' and unbelief;” “arbitrary, illegal, and unjust;” *the unholy
and Popish law of 1835.” He was for the immediate expulsion of Mr.
Bromley.

Mr. R1oa referred to the effect their decision might have on the Bath
people, if it were taken precipitately.

Another letter, peremptorily requiring Mr. Bromley's attendance, stating
that he would be questioned respecting hia suspected connection with
the publication of the * Fly-Sheets Vindicated,” and assuring him that
his expenses would be paid, was ordered to be sent to him.

SUPERNUMERARIES,

In the course of the evening sitting, on Friday, Dr. HAXNAR proposed
that, as their time was short, the Conference should depart a little from
its usual mode of proceeding, and take up some questions which it was
necessary to consider, before the Stationing Committee could meet again.
This proposition being agreed to, the question, Who are now to become
Supernumeraries ? was entered upon, and the following names were taken
down : —

Name, Circuit, Period of service.
John Nelson, 1st ............Windsor (for one year) ..... «es 30 years.
W. Brocklehurst ..ce...0....Chatteris .. ]
Henry Cheverton ............ Wisbeach
William Edwards, 1st........Bungay ....... .
Henry Hicks....oooeeenennt Tavistock coeevens.. ers 13
William Thomas . «vvee. o Budleigh Salterton.. . 6
James Heaton ....o.oeve.. .. Tewkesbury coveeensas veee 43
William Williams, 1st.. .....Dudley (for one year) ........ . 16

William Wears...ooeoes1000s LK coeieiissiiniesarcienes W
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Thomss Stead «e.cvev.ees... Hull, East(for one year) ......
Edward Abraham ..Bridlington ...ceeee. .
Robert Bryant ...
Jobn Willis .....
James Roberts ...
John M. Pearson .
John Nicklin...c.seeuee

«oBriggeccieeeasns
Blsggp Auckland

IN IRELAND,
Samuel Downing .......c00eClones ...cvveeecnccnscssees 41
Edward Cobain .. Carrickfergus (for one year).... 39
William Cornwall ..........Tuam (for one year) .......es. 35
The following ministers who have been supernumeraries, are again to
be employed in the regular work of the ministry : —
George Southern | James Miller

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4.

The minutes of the preceding day were read by Mr, Keeling.

Mr. G. JacksoN thought that enough of the audacious sayings of Mr.
Everett on the preceding evening had not been recorded.

Mr. S. D. WappY would not have the record too elaborate.

Dr. BuxtiNG agreed with the last speaker. The original design of
taking these minutes was, to put down the resolutions of the Conference,
in order that they might be printed; but now they were merely intended
to be a record to aid their recollections, and keep up in the mind an idea
of the proceedings of the Conference. He was very jealous of a certain
journal. “I see a member of this Conference,” said the doctor, turning
to Mr. W, Griffith, and pointing at him with his finger, but who appeared
to continue penning down the words of the doctor as he uttered them;
“1 see a member of this Conference taking copious notes at my right
hand.” He intimated that the reports which appeared in public were
not authentic; and asserted that they would go for nothing. Men ought
not to write books in Conference ; for the writers, whatever use they
might make of them, would not live for ever, and who could say into
whose hands their notes might fall? He had great confidence in one
individual, who had been accustomed to take, from year to year, copious
notes of the proceedings of Conference. (The doctor was supposed to
refer to the Rev. Joseph Fowler.) Why do these men want to write his-
torically ? Do they think they have extraordinary talents for writing
history? (The matter then dropped.)

Mr. S. D. WaDDY wished to know why Mr. Everett’s name was passed
over without objection in the York District Meeting ?

The Chairman of the York District, Mr. A. BELL, replied, that there
was no ground of objection to Mr. Everett in his own district : no com-
munijcation containing any charge had come into his hands from the
Chairman of the Manchester District. If there had been, he, as Chair-
man, would have been found prepared to act faithfully. He had waited
until the last day for some instructions or charges.

To an enquiry from Mr. WapDy, whether the case of Mr. Everett’s re-
fusal to attend, on the summons of the President, at the Manchester
Minor District Meeting, was mentioned in the York District,

Mr. Ryax said, that it was brought before the District; that he had
thought a case of so great notoriety should be enquired into under sanc-
tion of the law of 1835 ; and that the members of the York District had
not done their duty.

Messrs, Day and W. SMITH rose together. The lotet gy wied

i
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whether any charge against Mr. Everett, or any communication pespecting
him, had been sent to the Chairman of the York District ?

To this there was no response from the Ex-President,

Mr. Day then gave, at great length, his own proceedings in the York
District meeting on the subject. About & month before the Distriot met
he conversed about it with the Chairman, whose econversation left the im-
pression that he, Mr. Bell, would originate an inquiry on this matter.
When at the District Mr. Everett and Mr. Burdsall's names were called
over, Mr. Day asked the Chairman whether there was any objection to
them, and on Mr. Bell replying, “ No; they have behaved well to me,”
Mr. Day said, “ But there is the Manchester affair.” He then urged the
reading of the declaratory laws of 1835 : but Mr. Smith, the Distriet
Secretary, said,  They were not called for,” and the Chairman was of
opinion that it would answer all necessary ends if Messrs. Burdsall and
Everett would state their reasons for not obeying the summons of the
President. This they did, pleading that Dr. Newton summoned them as
Chairman of the District, not as President of the Conference. Mr. Day
could not see the force of this distinction. He was asked for a precedent,
but confessed he had none to offer. The whole matter had been misre-
presented in a certain journal (the Wesleyan Times). Some strong things
were said in that District against the proceedings of the Manchester
Minor District Meeting. In Mr. Day’s opinion, Messrs. Everett and
Burdsall had attempted to defeat the ends of justice, and were guilty of
contempt of court. He, therefore, had moved a vote of censure on them,
but his motion was lost, there beiug only four hands held up in its favor;
the mover and secoader, and Messrs. Ryan and Pemberton.

Mr. REECE, in the case of Mr. Everett, would avoid extremes. Perhaps
some preacher who had travelled in York could give evidence of his
participation in the * Fly-Sheets.”

The PRESIDENT ruled that the Chairman of a district had the right to
authorize the attendance of & member of another district. Conference
should pass some geuneral declaratory law on this point.

The CaairMAN of the DisTrIOT inquired of the Ex-President how he
(Mr. Bell) was to know that the Manchester Minor District Meeting had
not been satistied with both the brethren, as they sent their reasons for
not obeying their summons? To some other remarks, he said it would
not do for him, as Chairman of a District, to go on newspaper accounts.

Mr. CRowTHER inquired whether the Chairman of the York District
had not said that the of the President was informal ?

Here Mr. Day gave one answer, and the Chairman a contrary answer :
adding that he ought to have had official information from Dr. Newton.

Mr. Day stated that the letters published in the Watchman from Mesara.
Everett and Burdsall were read in the District Meeting.

Mr. CusworTH regarded this to have been ground sufficient for Mr.
Bell to have acted on.

Mr. G. OsBorxN affirmed that Dr. Newton was not bound to inform
Mr. Bell, who was cognisant of the fact, that two members of his District
had disobeyed the President's summons. What were the brethren of the
York District about that they passed it over ?

Mr. BiLL stated that he had the unanimous thanks of the District for
his conduet in the chair.

Mr. RYAN again rose, and stated that all the authority of the chairman,
the secretary, and the senior members of the district, was employed in

Lavour of Mesars. Everett and Bursdall.
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Mr. BerL vindiosted himseelf against the statements of Mr. Byan,
showing that both 8s Superintendent of the York Cirouit, and as Chain-
man of the York Distriet, he had had a difficult position ; that ke had to
use great care to prevent the people from being driven from the body
(eries of “ Qb,.oh,” “Nonsense, nonsense,”) and that he had used his
best endeavours to preserve the peace of the societies.

Mr. T. WALKER admitted that the Chairman of the Manchester Dis-
trict should have communicated with Mr. Bell.

Dr. BuxtInG allowed that it was & mistake on the part of Dr. Newton
not to send information to the Chairman of the York District. But the
Doctor inquired who was there that never made a mistake ? He censured
Mr. Bell for interposing his authority, when certain members of the Dia-
triet wished to know why Messrs. Burdsall and Everett did not proceed to
Manchester when duly summoned. The Doctor then made some severe
remarks on those who contented themselves with saying that they * had
no sympathy’’ with the writers of the * Fly-Sheets.” He would not give
twopence for those who said they had “no sympathy:” they ought to
express the most decided hostility.

Mr. EasTwooD, a member of the York District, with a view to ward off
Dr. Bunting's remarks on “ no’sympathy,” remarked that the “ Fly-Sheets”
were not the subject of discussion in the Distriet Meeting.

Dr. Buntine.— The more shame for you.

Mr. EasTwooD proceeded to state his opinion, that it was questionable
whether Messrs. Everett and Burdsall were in the wrong in not obeying
the summons of the President. It was his conviction that when any
member of one district was summoned to attend a meeting in another
distriet, the chairman of the latter should communicate with the chair-
man of the former., On this conviction he had acted., The character of
Messzs. Everett and Burdsall, as parties having any connexion with the
¢ Fly-Sheets,” was never before the District Meeting.

Dr. BuxTinég—Then it ought to have been.

Mr. EAsTWOOD, in reply to Dr. Bunting, maintained that it was net
their fault, then, but that of Dr. Newton, Chairman of the Manchester
district, that the question was not taken up by the York district.

Mr. NAYLOR inquired whether Mr. Eastwood had not, in the York
meeting, spoken against the law of 1835, and also declared that he would
suffer any inconvenience rather than acknowledge its force ?

Here the speakers were so many and simultaneous, that it was impos-
sible to catch the name, and still more so the observations of each, But
the observations were most contradictory ; some affirming that Mr. East-
wood had used these words, others that he had not, and & third class that
they had heard thas he had.

Mr. A. BELL warned his brethren against paying attention to vague re-

orts.
P Mr. NavLor withdrew his question.

The PRESIDENT rose. He thought that the conversation should drop
until the. acts of the York district were before the Conference.

The discussion, however, was continued, Mr. Waddy censuring distriet
meetings for the practice that was growing of their * getting out of fight-
ing out our principles,” and leaving to Conference all the responsibility
of deeiding difficult points.

The Ex-PRBSIDENT inquired whether it was lawful to discuss in a dis-
trict meeting the propriety of any one of our rules ?

Mr. A. BELL again decznred that he had 1ok lowed Wa Wecasson. St
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the law of 1835 in his district meeting, adding, ““If you listen to reports
I cannot engage to defend myself. I never allowed anything of the kind.”

Mr. SmiTH, the District Secretary, and Mr. Eastwood, both made a
similar affirmation. Some others affirmed the contrary.

Mr. SuITH, evidently labouring under deep emotion, persisted, amid
cries of “ No,” to declare that ¢ the York district was not well used.”

The PRESIDENT endeavoured to obtain a hearing for Mr. Smith, who ob-
served that he no sooner began to speak than brethren clamoured him
down.

Dr. BunTiNG said the district meeting should have inquired why two
men in it had interfered with the carrying on of the proceedings of justice
in sanother district.

Mr. Day then admitted that the law of 1835 had not been attacked in
the district meeting.

On this Dr. BuNTING, with much severity, asked, * What then, Mr.
Day, do you complain of ?” And the discussion at once fell to the ground
by the President declaring that it was time to terminate it.

The case of Messrs. Burdsall and Everett was again referred to.

The PrEsIDENT proposed deferring decision to the fullowing Monday
morning. It had become the duty of the Conference to adjudicate upon
their refusal to reply to certain questions on the previous evening. It
was of great importance to preserve the purity of the Conference, and the
unity of the body. Many eyes were on the Conference at this time. All
appearance of acting with precipitation or under excitement should be
avoided. He should nominate a committee to report upon the case. It
'was to consist of the President and Secretary of the Conference, and all
the Ex-Presidents pr t, b of the confidence which the Conference
had already reposed in them; of the chairmen of four remote and impor-
tant districts, Messrs. Burt, G. Taylor, Young, and Davies ; and of three
members of the Manchester minor district meeting, because they had
been painfully mixed up with the affair from the beginning, Messrs.
Nagylor, Crowther, and Osborn. In this way all appearance of acting
from excited feeling would be avoided, and in the estimation of the public
that were looking on, all would be done in calmness and in kindness.

Mr. DuxN said that the Manchester men were too much mixed up with
the affair for them fairly to be on this Committee.

Dr. BusTING denied that this was a solid objection.

Mr. Dunx continued to protest against Messrs. Naylor, Crowther, and
especially George Osborn, being on this Committee, as they had already
condemned them in the Minor District Meeting for contumacy.

Dr. BunTiNGg maintained that Mr. Dunn’s objection did not apply, as
the Committee would only have to report upon what had taken place the
previous evening, when Messrs. Burdsall and Everett refused to answer
the question, “ Are you the writer or author of the ¢ Fly-Sheets?’"”

Mr: NaYLOR said, it would be a favour to be off that committee, but if
the Conference appointed him, he would not shrink from his duty.

Mr. W. M. BusTing idered the President’s reason for putting these
three brethren on the committee the strongest possible reason for keeping
them out of it—¢ painfully mixed up with the ¢ Fly-Sheet’ affair from
the beginning.” Why, these three men ‘‘must have a certain bias of
mind” on the matter. It will be thought by impartial men a partial deed,
if these three be on it, and he therefore begged to move that they be not
op it.

Dr. BowriNg—And I beg to oppose the motion. There must be but
*~ Pregident here,
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To this Mr. W. M. BUNTING rejoined: “ The President put this nomi-
nation, and I have the right to support or oppose it.”

This produced great confusion and outeries, on which Dr. BuNTING ex-
claimed, “ Don’t interrupt me; hear me, and then cry ¢ mackerel,’ ¢old
clothes,’ or what else you please.”

It was then determined that these members of the Minor District Meet-
ing should be on this committee.

S8PEECH OF MR. OSBORN.,

When the Committee on Messrs. Everett and Bursdall's case had
been appointed

The Rev. G. CsBorN was called upon from the chair. He stated, in
effect, that he accepted the appointment to serve on the last-named
Committee, simply on the ground of obedience. It was a painful duty,
but painful duties must be discharged as well as pleasant ones. Ad-
dressing himself then to the immediate subject of which he had given
notice, he went on to state, that, two years ago, he had felt it to be his
duty to Lring the “Fly Sheets” under the notice of the Conference ; and
to obtain from that body a decision against them, grounded mainly, if
not exclusively, upon their immoral character, and the danger which
accrued to the interests of religion from their unchecked circulation.
The Conference distinctly, and all but unanimously, declared its con-
viction of their sinful character; and he, at that time, proceeded to
argue, that, if sorry for the sin which had been laid to their charge, the
brethren should clear themselves of it. He, therefore, proposed a Decla-
ration, the effect of which would be, to give members of the Conference
an opportunity to purge themselves from all suspicion of participation
in this sin, and to assure one another that mutual confidence might still
be safely exercised. That Declaration had, he was happy to say,
received the signatures of more than 1,100 Ministers ;—and he now laid
it upon the table, and resigned, into the hands of the Conference, the
permission which they kindly gave him, two years ago, to put it into
circulation. In doing this, he could not conceal the emotions, in which
he indulged, of gratitude to God, and of gratitude to his brethren. It was
well known, that this course of proceeding had subjected him to much
hostile remark. This opposition he had endured had thrown him back
upon his principles. He had been compelled to think seriously and
frequently, and was more than ever satisfied that he was right. For,
what was the point at issue? It was whether Methodism could exist,
if the Conference was divided into two parties, a Government Party and
an Opposition Party. To Methodism, under God, he owed everything.
But for Methodism, in all probability, his father would have lived and died
unconverted—he himself might have followed in the steps of his father—
and his children in his steps; but Methodism had been the instrument
of the conversion of his father, of his own conversion, and of the con-
version of his children; and he was desirous that the system from which
he had derived so many benefits, for time aud eternity, should be per-
petuated and extended. Thus the question became a vital one. If the
Conference was to be divided into two parties, Methodism—the system
nnder which he had derived so many benefits, all must come to an end.
“ But why,” it was asked, “should there not be two parties in the Con-
ference, as well as in the House of Commons, where both claimed to be
equally loyal to the Constitution, however they might be divided uqon.
questions of administration?” To this queation he tephed, s\ o



political analogy could hold good in the present case. Political parties
were based entirely on political considerations. It mattered litte to
Lord John Russell who sat beside him, or behind him, so that he
eoncurred in his general views of public policy, and would suppurt
them with his vote. Agreement of opinion in public matters was, with
a political party, “the one thing needful.” But theirs was a Confedera-
tion based primarily and necessarily, upon personal and private, mot
upon public considerations. “You begin, Sir,” (said Mr. Osborn,
addressing the President,) * with these questions—‘Have you peace
with God ?—¢Do you expect to be saved from sin in this life >’ and if
these questions are not answered, to your satisfaction, you at once
dismiss the candidate for admission into your Ministry. This prin-
viple obtains throughout our system. Every Class-leader, every Local
Preacher, is subject to the same personal examination, as to his re-
ligious experience and character; and, if the Couferemce will allow
men, who have not this personal experience of religion, to enter its
ranks, its vocation is at an end. It is our union, as believers in
Christ, which lies at the foundation of our conferential wnion, and of
all our public acts and proceedings.” Mr. Osborn then continued—
The Church of England was sometimes quoted as an example to them,
of a body in which the widest difference of sentiment was allowed;
snd it was asked, by superficial thinkers, “ Why should there not be
two parties in the Methodist Conference, differing in their views of
public policy, as there are two parties in the Church of England ?” To
this he replied,—1. Neither of these parties had the ruling power; and,
where men could do nothing, they might be allowed to talk freely.
The rule rested exclusively with the Bishops. Bui the Conference was
& Presbyterian Body; they had no Bishops; they appointed their own
executive; and that consideration was of itself sufficient to break down
any argument based upon an analogy with the Church of England.
This, however, was not the only consideration. It must be borne in
mind, 2ndly, that the differing parties in the Establishment were all
equally secure of provision for themselves and their Church: they
were not a voluntary community. But Metbodism depended solely
upon the voluntary liberality of its friends; and if the party, distrusting
the executive, and teaching others to distrust it, should obtain extensive
influence, and confidence should be destroyed, all support from volun-
tary sources must fail. The divisions oi the Conference would be
reflected and reproduced in the various parts of the kingdom ; and our
¢ United Societies” would be united no longer. This was, therefore, &
vital question. An organized opposition would eat out the vitals of the
system, not merely by its direct operation upon the finances, but by its
reflex operation upon the spirit and temper of the brethren. The
tactics of party could never be carried out in harmony with the true
spirit of the Christian religion. He had thus endeavoured to show, that
the principle involved in this affair of the Declaration was vital to the
existence and prosperity of Methodism. But it was asked,—Do you
propose to suppress all discussion ? Is the Conference to be gagged?
He answered,—nothing was further from his thoughts, and, he might
wventure to add, from his practice. Every one who had attended the
Conference for the last few years must be well aware, that he had, him-
eelf, on several occasions, taken different views from those of the
executive, and that he had in more than one instance, felt it to be his
duly 0 urge his views strongly, and to press his motions o o divisien.
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On these occasions he had been beaten ; and he liked to know when he
was beaten. Having been beaten, in fair discussion, he thought it alike
his duty and his wisdom to submit, and not to keep up an agitation after
the Conference had closed. It was wholly untrue to say that he was am
enemy to free discussion. What he opposed was, agitation carried on
by the minority, at improper times, and by unconstitutional means.
And he knew that the “Executive,” as they were called, were no more
opposed to free and full discussion, at a proper time, than he was him-
self. Indeed, they would not thank any une for his support, unless they
believed that he could and ‘would oppose them when he thought it right
to do so. Some persons had said that the Declaration was unprece-
dented ; but this only showed their ignorance. Whatever they had read,
it was clear they had never read the First Volume of the * Minutes of
Conference,”—for that volume contained much information on this
point. This was, in fact, the Fifth Declaration which had been circa-
lated among the Preachers for their signature; and in the First Volume
of the Minutes it would be found that the First Declaration, or, as it
was then called, “ Agreement,” was kept for some years before the Bre-
thren, and that Mr. Wesley was in the habit of asking, year by year, in
the Conference,—* What Preachers have signed the Agreement ?” He
had, therefore, perpetrated no novelty ; and, in resigning his permis-
sion into the hands of the Conference, he thought it would become
them to express an opinion, that the Brethren who had signed the De-
claration had acted wisely and well. He should leave the Conference
to take its own course in reference to those who had neither signed the
Declaration, nor in any other way given their brethren reason to confide
in them touching these matters. He had been called “ The Accuser of
the Brethren.” That title had been applied to him by a brother, though
it was, in Scripture and in the usage of divines, considered as appro-
priate only to the Prince of the Devils. He did not shrink from calumny
and reproach : any one was welcome, so far as he was concerned, to think
and say of him, personally, whatever he deemed proper. But on a public
question, it wasnot desirable thatany individual should be called upon to
sustain a position which might be more properly taken by the Conference
itself; and he, therefore, trusted, that the Conference would discharge its
duty in reference to those brethren who had signed the Declaration, and
to the Societies at large, by making inquiry into the views and feelings
of those who had neither signed the Declaration, nor, in any other way,
afforded to their brethren a pledge of confidence. [This address pro-
duced, it has been said, quite an electric effect. It was listened to with
great eagerness, and the speaker was frequently interrupted with cheers
and other expressions of concurrence and approbation. Mr. Osborn
sat down amidst volleys of applause, which were three times distinotly
repeated.]

It was then determined to give o the brethren present, who had not
signed, an opportunity to declare themselves viva voce; and much of
the remainder of the sitting was occupied with such explanntions.

A resolution, approving of the Declaration, and directing it to be
printed in the Minutes, and also conveying the thanks of Conference to
Mr. Osborn, was carried with two dissentients.

MR. GEORGE'S CASE.

As soon as Mr. Osborn had resigned the “ Declaration” into the hendn
of the President,
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Mr. GEORGE rose and said, that, without impugning the motives of .
Mr. Osborn, he could not thank him for the position in which Mr. O.
had placed him. (Hear, hear, and a langh.) Mr. Osborn had done
great disservice to Methodism. (Vociferous cries of “ No, no.”) [It
was some time before Mr. George could proceed, and not until the Pre-
sident had interposed, saying, witk great emphasis, “ Hear and judge.”]
He had not refused to sign from want of confidence in the fathers of the
Connexion. [Again was Mr. George interrupted, and obliged to wait
until, a secoud time, by the interposition of the chair, he obtained s
hearing.] Mr. Osborn had expressed his attachment to Methodism: so
would he. For twenty-five years he had been engaged in its ministry,
abroad and at home, and was ready to devote his whole life to its
interests. (Cries of “ Sign the Declaration; we do not want to hear your
attachment to Methodism,” &c.) In refusing to sign the Declaration he
stood upon a point of conscience and of liberty. He was not aware of
any authority found in the New Testament, or in the usages of the
country that required him to submit to this test. [Here the confusion
was very great, and led the President to say that he was “sorry for this
interruption.”] He had not even acknowledged the receipt of the De-
claration. It came to him, as far as he knew, without any authority.
He did not even know two of the parties who issued it, and was but little
acquainted with Mr. Osborn, the third. He, therefore, did not eveun ac-
knowledge it, because in his opinion it wanted authority. Had it been
issued with the names of the President and Secretary of the Conference,
then, whether he had signed the Declaration or not, he should have
thought it necessary, from respect to the Conference, to have acknow-
ledged its receipt. He thought it exceedingly officious in Mr. Osborn
to issue the Declaration a second time. (Loud cries.) He did not
thank Mr. Osborn for the course he had taken. (Cries of “I dare say
not,” &c.) “I wish him to exemplify the law of charity which thinketh
no evil.” In his opinion, persons of age, of experience, and of
temper, should have been employed, if it were deemed necessary to
issue a declaration,

Here the PRESIDENT rose and said: Mr. George was reflecting severely
upon the Conference. He would allow no reflection to be made upon
that venerable assembly.

Mr. GEoRGE explained that he meant no reflection upon the Con-
ference ; he was merely stating his opinion of the fitness of Mr. Osborn.

The PRESIDENT affirmed that it was a reflection upon the Conference,
and he sheculd not allow Mr. George to proceed in that course of remark;
but he (the President) continued—* Are you going to set yourself right
with the Conference? Mr. Osborn has done important service to
Methodisin. He has conferred on it great benefit and blessing.”

Mr. GEORGE said that if he had unwittingly used any improper ex-
pression he retracted it, and then proceeded to say that in his opinion
the course adopted by issuing the Declaration would not secure peace.

Here the President, with considerable excitement, again interposed,
declaring that this was “ another reflection upon the Conference.”

Mr. Dunx rose to order, and said, “Mr. George ought not to be thus
interrupted.”

The PRESIDENT : Mr. George must be interrupted when he is out of
order. He (the President) had given Mr. George the opportunity to
speak becuuse he thought that he (Mr. George) was ‘ about to clear

Zimself with hig brethren.” The President then ssked Mr. George
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whether he had “any participation in the ¢ Fly-Sheets.'” (Loud cries.)

Mr. GeorGE said he found himself unexpectedly in a very awkward
position.

The PRESIDENT said that having forced himself into it he must now
answer the question.

Mr. GEoRGE said that he had reasons for declining ; and would, with
permission of the Conference, assign them. (Loud cries from every
part of the Conference—* Answer the question ‘Yes’ or ‘No ! we don’t
want your reasons,” &e.)

Mr. GEORGE appeared greatly embarrassed by the conduct which his
remarks had occasioned. In the midst of the confusion the President
again put the question, observing, “ If you are not a guilty person, it is
easy to say so.”

Mr. GEORGE was proceeding to state he would give his reasons for
not replying to the question in a simple “ yes” or “no,” when the chair
told him that he was not thus to “evade the question.” Many voices
were heard shouting, “ Answer the question! !” to all which Mr. George
replied, “I cannot give up my personal liberty. I canmnot act in oppo-
sition to my couscience.” The cries of those who were for a categorioal
answer continuing,

Mr. BEEcH rose and expressed a wish that the Conference would
leave the putting of any questions in the hands of the President alone.

Mr. GEORGE, on a renewal of the question, said an attempt was made
4o coerce him.

The PrESIDENT: “If you affect independence, become an Independent
altogether.”

Loud cries of “ Question” induced Mr. GEoRGE to say that he was
“not prepared to give a direct answer to the question.” ‘

Here so many addressed the President at once, that it was difficult to
say who spoke or what was said.

Dr. Dunn was seen in vain attempting to gain a hearing.

Dr. BuNTING was at length heard to say, that “the Conference had
better leave the matter in the hands of the President.”

Order being again restored, Mr. Wappny said, that this refusal to
answer inquiries goes to the foundation of our economy. If the Con-
ference allowed Mr. George, or any one else, to decline answering this
question, he should decline answering all the ordinary questiouns at the
mnext District meeting. As to the matter of conscience, Mr.George should
have settled the question of conscience before he entered into the Con-
nexion. He approved of the course taken by Mr. Osborn, though he
could not agree with that part of his speech in which he is reported to
have said that he would do as he pleased.

Mr. ScoTT rose to put Mr. Waddy right, and to correct an error of the
reporters. Mr. Osborn had added the words, “where Christianity or
Methodism had not 1mposed any restraint.” Mr. Scott proceeded to say
that we “ must either require answers to such questions when proposed,
or we must give up Methodism.” (Loud cries of “ We won't give it up,”
followed by cheers.)

Mr. Dunn 4nd Mr. Learoyd rose as the President rose, and made an
attempt to be heard, but sat down.

Dr. BuxTiNG observed that everybody should give up his claim to be
heard when the President desired to address the Conference.

Mr. GEonGE persisted in declining to give a direct answer. He wea
put in the same class as Messrs. Burdasll and Rveretw.

F
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The SZORETARY propesed three reoohtionn, expressive of approbetion
wof Mr. Osborn’s conduet, of the union subsisting between the preachers,
and of the propnety of placmg the declaration and the signatures on the

and printing them in the minutes.

They were carried unanimously, except that against the first, Messrs,
Fielden, Dunn, and Griffith held up their hands; and against the seeond
wnd third, Messrs. Dunn and Griffith only. To a laugh raised by the
mnnouncement on the third occasion, Mr. Dunn replied, “ You may
laugh, but I will do my duty.”

Messrs, T. H. Walker, Thomas Rowland, and Amos Learoyd then
woluntarily declared that though they had not signed the declaration, they
knew nothing of the autbor or authors, and had no sympathy with,
but held in abhorrence, the “Fly-8heets.” Their verbal deciaration
was accepted by the Conference as tantamount to signing.

BEPORTING.

In consequence of Dr. Bunting having remarked that there was ome
present busy taking motes, which would probably appear in a ocertsin

per,
l,‘Mr. Duxoax proposed a resolution to the effect that all persons re-
porting for publications should signify their intention of so doing, and
stated that his object was not to prevent the publication of duounem.
®or even to restrict it,—that the only restraint he wished to impose was
the consciousness of their own responsibility for what might appear in
the publications with which they might communioate. Excepting what
might concern either private or ministerial character, his opinion was
4hat little transpires in the Conference which it is either necessary or
desirable to conceal.

Dr. Buxtine remarked that the question of reporting was beset with
difficulties. Mr. Duncan had better withdraw his motion. It would be
hazardous to draw up a resolution on o important a subjeot from an
incidental debate. It would be better to receive the report of an ade-
quate committee who should take the subject into their most careful
-oonsideration.

Some of the preachers appeared to think that if reporting could not
be prevented, it would be well to have an authorized reporter, who should
be responsible to Conference for his reports.

Dr. BunTi¥a noticed that there was a material difference between re-
porting for the Watchman and for the Wesleyan Times. It was a wrong
done to the Watchman to put it into the same category as the Wesleyan
Times. The general tone of the former was conservative of Methodism,
but the latter was hostile to Methodism.

SPEECH OF MR. J. W, THOMAS.

In the course of the discussion on Saturday,
The Rev. Joux W. THoMAas said, that, whatever may have been the
indention of those persons who penned the “Fly-Sheets,” he did mot
consider their mischief to be unmitigated. ‘There is some spirit of
goodness in things evil,” and whatever else those writers Bad done, their
attempts to divide us had increased our unity, and would tend o
increase it still more. He was ashamed that so much time and attention
had been devoted to those miserable preductions; and he supposed thet
4heo writers were vain of the sensation they had created. But this was &
very vulgar vanity, It was in the power of the mewnest wnd most con-
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temptible to make a stir: the vagabond who fires a pistol at the Queen
becomes the subject of conversation to an empire. It was said to the
unfaithfol servant, “Out of thy own mouth will T condemn thee.”
Perhaps the Conference would like to hear what the authors of the  Fly-
Bheets,” or “some of them,” say on the subject of anonymous calum-
nies. “ When snonymous writings assail private character, there can be,
except under extraordinary circumstances, no justification of the secret
mode of writing. Every lover of fair play—every man possessed of
honour, must set his face against this assassinatiorn of character in the
dark.” This was from a Vindication of the * Fly-Sheets,” p. 125!
Again, “ Unfortunately there are a few matters in the ¢Fly-Sheets’ that
rather belong to private life than to the public affairs of Methodism.
This was their weakness. This gives their enemies power. This vul-
nerable point is perpetuslly alluded to, like a minate portion of an
intense bitter diffusing its property throughout a large volume of other-
wise useful liquid,” pp. 126-7. Is this vindication, or confession ?
Professedly, it is the former; but, in reality, it is confession without
repentance : and the aunthors stand self-convicted of having infused into
the well of truth the deadly poison of falsehood. Dr. Beaumont had
put & question the other day to Dr. Hannah, respecting his recommenda-
tion of “ Remarks on the ‘Fly-Sheets,’ by Vates.” He (Mr. Thomas)
did not exaoctly understand whether the ground he took in putting it was
the Declaratory Law of 1835, or the rule of 1777. He had a right to put
the question ; only let him not blame others for the same thing. For,
without written enactments or authorities, it was his opinion, that in
thus taking sureties one of another, we are justified on the ground of
gelf-defence and public safety, and by the immemorial law of reason,
which is the standard and arbiter of law itself. He would now make an
avowal respecting “ Remarks on the ¢ Fly-Sheets.’” The secret was so
small it was not worth keeping. Dr. Beaumont knew, some months ago,
as well as he did, who Vates was; and so did Mr. Kay. Baut if it would
do them any pleasure, he took the opportunity of saying, “I am Vates!”
Mr. Dunn had told him that he (Mr. Dunn) had killed Vates four months
ago—(laughter)—but here he is! Whatever were Mr. Dunn's intentions,
he certainly had not been guilty of actual Vaticide! But if he will go
on endeavouring to kill the prophets and slay the poets, he must employ
other weapons of better edge and temper. And here he could not with-
hold an expression of surprise at the sensitiveness of these brethren,
as contrasted with their former apathy. While for four years the * Fly-
Sheets” were lauding them to the skies, and calumniating their fathers
and brethren, they looked on with the most magnanimous and philo-
sophic indifference. The *‘ Fly-Sheets,” for instance, made them tower
into the firmament, like intellectual Alps, and gave to Dr. Beaumont
¢ gn avalanche power,” a rather formidable thing to grapple with!
(Laughter.) But as soon as it was discovered that the press was open
for defence as well as for attack, they were all in commotion. * Tangit
mmontes et fumigant;” es the Psalm says—¢* He toucheth the mountains
and they smoke !” Dr. Beaumont, whom he had always respected, not
only as a Christian Minister and brother, but as a really liberal gentleman
—though he (Mr. Thomas) did not agree with him in all his liberal
opinions—rvery liberally voted in the Book Committee for the suppression
of his (Mr. Thomas’s) book! Yes, he wished to prohibit the sale of his
flimsy, trampery pamphlet, as the Wesleyan Times called it! He wonldnst
let it be n;‘d,;nd endeavouredto gag & free press snd LMy N InR hondag>
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Bat the spark of truth, which he sought to trample out, flew up into his
face, nevertheless. (Laughter.) He(Dr. Beaumont) had also denounced
the pamphlet of Vates to the Conference, as * calumnious, slanderous,
and murderous.” He (Mr. Thomas) was not aware that there had been
any blood shed, though there had been much ink shed; and if there had -
been any slaughter of character, it certainly was, on his part, without
malice aforethought; and any jury would bring it in chance medley, or
justifiable homicide. (A laugh.) As to the statements in the remarks
which referred to Dr. Beaumont, most of them were statements of what
was said in the open Conferences. If his book had a head and a tail,
he supposed the sting was in its tail : there was one anecdote in a note
at the bottom of the last page; and if Dr. Beaumont wished for the
authority on which it was given, he was perfectly willing to produce it.
¢ And here, as Dr. Beaumont has put a question respecting my pamphlet
to Dr. Hanuah (said the speaker), 1 hope he will allow me to puta
question to him :—Is he connected with the Wesleyan Times, as one of
its Editors?” The grounds of the opinion that he was so, he (Mr. T.)
was alsd ready to furnish, if requested. In answer to the complaint of
Mr. Kay, who had also questioned Dr. Hannah on the subject of Vates,
he had to state, that the same complaint had been previously made by
him in the Wesleyan Times ; but his (Mr. T.'s) reply had been refused
admission by the Editor of that paper, so that he was obliged to print it
at his own expense and risk.—Mr. Thomas read an extract from his
printed reply to Mr. Kay, contained in ‘“ An Appendix to Remarks on
the Fly-Sheets,” defending the correctness of two passages which Mr.
Kay had declared to be * untrue,” and “a libel on the Missionary
character.”

“The first passage is at p. 11 of ¢ Remarks.” The subject of it is the
Resolution of the Conference of 1847. That resolution condemned
those anonymous publications which had been circulated ¢ bearing no
name of authors or printers,’ &c. It declares the unabated confidence
of the Conference in ‘the brethren thus wickedly and slanderously
attacked” This resolution was CARRIED BY THE VOTE OF THE WHOLRE
CONFERENCE, with the exception of two oR three, who voted against it.
A note is appended which commences thus :—* Dr. Beaumont, S. Dunn,
and 8. Kay, if my memory does not err” Whether Mr. Kay voted against
the resolution or not, my statement is perfectly correct. His vote is
alluded to doubtfully and hypothetically : 1 only professed to give my
impression, when, from the nature of the case, I could not be certain.
Had I been sure that only two voted agains! the resolution, that fact
would have strengthened my argument, which was to show that the Con-
ference was all but unanimous in condemning the ¢ Fly-Sheets,” and that
even the ‘two oR three’ brethren who voted against the resolution which
condemned those documents, did what really amounted to an approval
of its object.

“Such is Mr. Kay's first attack on the accuracy of my ¢ Remarks.
¢ This, however,’ he observes, ‘is but a trifle compared with what follows.
At p. 19 it is insinuated, and more than insinuated, that some
¢ Returned Missionary” was accessory to the authorship of the first
¢ Fly-Sheet,”’ &c. Here Mr. Kay is guilty of the greatest possible dis-
ingenuity. * The passage of which he complains is A QuoTATION FROM
THE ‘FLY-SHEETs! This Mr. Kay has given the reader no hint of !
The ‘Fly-Sheets’ assert what Mr. Kay says 7 insinuate! I have even

expressed my doubt of the correctuess of the assertion, and have stated &
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reason for my doubt. The whole passage is as follows :—* A returned
Missionary wrote No. 1.”—* Fly-Sheets, No. 3, p. 37. It seems to me
not at all improbable that a returned Missionary should be accessory to
the authorship, yet from all 1 have seen and heard of the individual
supposed to be alluded to, I should*hardly think he took the initiative,
except as the tool of others; nor that he possesses the literary talent
necessary to constitute him calumniator-in-chief.”—Remarks on the ¢ Fly-
Sheets, p.19. Inallusion to this passage, Mr. Kay, without disclaiming
the authorship on his own account (as I understand him), undertakes
to answer for all his brethren; and as their self-appointed representa-
tive, ‘in the name of every returned Missionary in the Connexion,’ calls
upon me to ‘ name the man,’ &c. &c. Upon this extraordinary passage,
I ask—1st. Does Mr. Kay think himself the individual alluded to? 2.
If so, what are his reasons for so thinking ? 3. If he wrote No. 1, of
course, he krows that no other person did it; otherwise how can he
answer for all the other returned Missionaries in the land? 4. Can he
mean that he does possess the literary talent necessary to constitute him
calumniator-in-chief ? *5. How is it that Now, for the first time, he has
expressed resentment at the assertion, ‘A returned Missionary wrote No.
1?2 After opposing as un-English and inquisitorial, all attempts to
discover the authors of the ¢ Fly-Sheets, by whom this ¢opinion’ was
published some years since, how is it that he is now so anxious to dis-
cover, and ready to censure, the author of the ‘ Remarks,’ because he has
merely quoted it ? 6. What is there, in the two passages of the ¢ Remarks®
complained of, that can give just ground of offence to Mr. Kay, if he has
no sympathy with the ¢ Fly-Sheets, and had no participation in their
authorship ?”

Previously to making this attack in the Wesleyan Times, Mr. Kay had
written to him, peremptorily demanding to know if he (Mr. T.) was the
author of “ Remarks;” but without any reason assigned for the inquiry,
or any object stated. To this he had replied, by expressing his surprise
at 2o inquisitorial a process from Mr. Kay above all men—(a laugh) ;
at the same time stating, that if it were an understanding among the
brethren, that all questions of authorship should be answered, or if the
Conference should decide that this was one that ought to be answered
by him, he would give it a prompt and immediate reply. He now vo-
luntarily 1aid down the mask at Mr, Kay's feet, who would not find it
much of a trophy! He (Mr. Kay) had talked of him as a man in a
mask! Where was his virtuous indignation against men in masks two
years ago, when in a mixed company, he declaimed in favour of the
“ Fly-Sheet” statements, and he (Mr. T.) had to take up the argument
against them ? He (Mr. Kay) might be one of the noble exceptions re-
ferred to in the “Fly-Sheets:” it was understood that he had been
knighted in Caffraria, and he supposed it was on that account he came
forward so chivalrously in defence of the ¢ Fly-Sheet” Bushmen. (A
laugh.) The tactics of demagogues were nearly the same in all ages.
Mr. Osborn had referred to the writings of Mr. Kilham. He would refer
to an older controversy—that of Korah and his company. They said to
Moses and Aaron—*“Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the Lord’s
people are holy every one of them, and the Lord is among them ; where-
fore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the Lord?”
And Dathan and Abiram said, “ Is it not enough that thou hast brought
us into the wilderness—except thou make thyself altogevner o Wyt
Wilt ﬂ:ot‘!F p;t out the eyes of these men ?” 'This W comPerdy Y
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Sheet” language. And it was worthy of remark, that the meekest and
holiest of men, the snointed of tae Lord, the disinterested and heroio
deliverer of Israel, could not escape the charge of selfishness, usurpation,
and the deep and tortuous policy of a tyrant! But ¢ the glory of the Lord
appeared above the tabernacle;” and so it had been with us during the
year and during the present Conference. He concluded—* I rejoice in the
spirit of unity and of unanimity which has prevailed in our sittings ; and I
do not wonder that our unanimity has disturbed the equanimity of ourad-
versaries. Anenvenomed arrow has been aimed at me in the last publics-
tion of the Wesleyan Times ; but 1 laid my account with that : and I re-
gard it as one of the felicities of my life, that I was the first to buckle
on the controversial armour, and measure lances with our intestine foe,
that I have thus assisted to turn the battle to the gate, and contributed
(in however humble a degree) to achieve the victory which is now about
to be completed.” (During the delivery of his address, Mr. Thomas was
repeatedly interrupted by the cheers of the Conference, and sat down
amidst great applause.)

MONDAY, AUGUST 6.

MR. GRIFFITH'S CASE.

At the commencement of the morning sitting, Mr. J. W. THOMAS stated
that he wished to put a question to Mr. Griffith, in consequence of what
had occurred on Saturday, with a view to ascertain whether that minister
reported for the Wesleyan Times, which Mr. Thomas said was only
another name for the “ Fly-Sheets.”

The PRESIDENT said it was a proper question, and should be put at
the proper time. The report of the Committee on Messrs. Everett and
Burdsall's case must be considered before any other business was en-
tered on.

Accordingly, on their report being received, Mr. Griffith was called from
his place and put to the question.

The PRESIDENT : In the name and in the behalf of the Conference, I
ask you, are you taking notes of the proceedings of the Conference ?

Mr. Gr1fFITH: I am; and I presume that many of the members of
the Conference are doing the same.

The PRESIDENT: Are you taking notes for the purpose of reporting
the proceedings of this Conference to the Wesleyan Times ?

Mr. GrirriTH : To this question I answer distinctly,No. I am taking
notes for the purpose of aiding my recollection of the proceedings of this
momentous Conference.

The PrEsIDENT : Have you tlus year, or in any former years, re;
the proceedings of this Conference to the Wesleyan or the Wesleyan
Times newspaper ?

Mr. GrirriTH : Mr. President, there must be some limit to these in-
terrogatories. If you are to go back to former years, there is mo knowing
where the inquiries which you are instituting will end.

Here were cries of * Question, question!” “ Answer the question!”
“No evasion!” On this Mr. GrRirFiTH appealed to the chair, stating
that he put himself under its protection; that he would reply to the
questions put to him from the chair, and hoped to have none of those
interruptions, which to any man, but especially to one cited before the
.Conference, were necessarily confusing. He assured the President that

Swhatever replies he gave they should not be evasive. They shonld be
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opsm, honest, and straightforward. He was not going to evade a single
question.

The PresipeNT then ssked: Have you, during this Conference, re-
ported any of its proceedings to the Wesleyan Times ?

., Mr. Ge1¥rITH here paused, and, after silence had been maintained fox
some little time, replied—*¢ If the Conference will allow me, I should
kike to take time for considering what answer I shall give to this ques~
tion.”

The PRESIDENT said that the request was a reasonable one, and the
€onference would grant it. At the evening sitting the question would be
again put, and an answer expected.

At the evening sitting Mr. GrreriTH replied to the question.—*I have;
and every member of this Conference must know that there are ministers
present who have reported for the Watchman the proceedings of this
€onference.”

Here Mr. DuxN cried out:—¢ And so haveI!” (thatis, communicated
to the Wesleyan Times.)

The PRESIDENT stated that the inquiry was not respeoting reporting.
for the Waichman, but for the Wesleyan Fimes.

Mr. GrirFITH replied that if members of the body were allowed to re-
port for the Watchman, he olaimed an equal right to report for the Wes-
leyan Times.

Mr. BuxnTinG said that Mr. Griffith must see that the cases were not
parallel: the Watchman was altogether conservative of Methodism; the

Wesleyan T'imes as thoroughly hostile to it.

Mr. GrirriTH replied: “ This is matter of opinion. In my opinion
the Wesleyan Times is as strongly attached to Wesleyan Methodism as
the Watchman, and is much better serving its interests.”

Dr. BuxTing then said that the Wesleyan Times had made very severe
sud oalumnious attacks upon members of the Conferenee, including even.
its President.

. Mr. GereriTH responded, that the Watchman had made very severe:
and calumnious attacks upon members of the Conference, including even
the ex-Secretary, Mr. Fowler.

Mr. Griffith was told thathe could bring forward the subject of report-
ing for the Watchman at a subsequent period, if he pleased, and was
entreated to separate the two questions, and confine his replies to the
Wesleyan Times. He, however, firmly, though respectfully, persevered.
im the course he had taken.

A debate then ensued, in which Drs. Bunfing and Newton, Messrs..
Macdonald, Barton, Rule, . Walker, W. Smith, Rigg, S. D. Waddy, and
Scott took part, the last of whom read some recent articles from the Wes-
leyan Times on the conduct.of the President, and of Mr. Osborn in par~
ticular, and reprobated the paper in the strongest terms.

Dr. Beaumont, and Messrs. Dunn and Griffith, strongly censured the
Waichman, which had endorsed and made its own all the calumnies of:
the “ Papers on Wesleyan Matters.”

A resolution, strongly worded, condemnatory of the Wesleyan Times,
and refleoting on the preachers who support or countenance it, was then
carried almost unanimously, there being only two hands—Messrs. Dunn:
and Griffith—held up against it.

The PrEsIDEBNT then resumed his interrogationa:—¢ Mr. Griffith, the’
€onference has, by an almost unanimous vote, condemned the Wesleyan
Times newspaper ; and expressed ita opinion of ang wisivier Voo S
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countenance it. In the name, then, and in behalf of this Conference,
will you engage not to report to the Wesleyan Times?”

Mr. GrirriTH : I will pledge myself not to communicate to the Wes-
leyan Times when every member of this Conference pledges himself not
to communicate to the Watchman.

Other questions were proposed, to which he replied, that till Con-
ference prohibited communication to the Watchman, he could not engage
to cease communication with the Wesleyan Times; that if the Conference
would aid him in putting down the one, he would aid the Conference in
putting down the other ; that if others would abandon the Watchman, he
would abandon the Wesleyan Times. Further than this he would not go.

The question was then put to him, “ Are you, or are you not, the
author of the “ Fly-Sheets ?”

He said, that, before giving a reply to any question, he wished to know
whether the Secretary would read the series of questions which he held
in his hand ?

The PrEsIDENT ruled that he must answer that question first, as sub-
sequent questions would depend on the answers given.

The question being again put, and Mr. Griffith stating that two years
ago he declined signing the * Declaration,”

The PRESIDENT said that he was not called to sign the ‘“Declaration”
but to give a verbal disavowal of the authorship of the * Fly-Sheets.”

Mr. GrivriTH stated that the one was tantamount to the other, and
that the reasons which influenced him two years ago were as strong
now.

The question was again put, and he was required to give his answer
directly—* yes” or ““no;” to which he replied, that he would give his
reasons for not giving a mere answer of *‘ yes” or “no.”

That was not allowed him. He then said nineteen reasons had been
published, and he had more than a dozen additional ones, which the
proceedings of the present Conference had suggested. He declined to
answer the question at all, since the Conference would not hear the
grounds on which he took his stand.

He was not interrupted by the President or the Conference generally,
except by Mr. John Wesley Thomas, and Mr. John Rattenbury; to the
former of whom Mr. Griffith replied, but immediately corrected himself
by saying, ‘Mr. President, I most sincerely regret that I have done you
the disrespect to condescend to notice the unseemly interruption of Mr.
J. W. Thomas.” To Mr. Rattenbury, Dr. Beaumont addressed some
pointed remarks. .

The Rev. STEPHEN Kay wished to ask through the chair a question
of Mr. Wesley Thomas. What authority had he for saying a returned
Missionary wrote No. 1 of the ¢ Fly-Sheets?” He spoke on behalf of
all the returned missionaries.

The Rev. P, Duncax rose to order; and as a returned missionary
begged Mr. Kay to speak for himself and not for him. Several other
returned missionaries expressed themselves to the same effect.

Mr. Kay continued, and vehemently d d the speech of Mr.
Thomas on Saturday last. He emphatically disavowed all connection
with the authorship of the * Fly-Sheets.”- (Cheers.)

The Rev. J. W. THoMas said the words in “ Remarks on the ¢Fly-
Sheets,” ” of which Mr. Kay complained, are a quotation from the * Fly-
Bheets.”—* A returned missionary wrote No. 1.” He had expressed his

doubs as to their correctness. He knew of no retarned missionary who
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had anything to do with the authorship, and he was glad that Mr, Kay
had tried on the cap, and found it not to fit him. (A laugh.)

EXPULSION OF MR. EVERETT.

The SECBETARY read the resolutions of the Committee on the case of
Messrs. Everett and Burdsall, recommending the expulsion of Mr,
Everett, and that Mr. Burdsall in consideration of his general character,
and his age and the infirmities which he had pleaded, be admonished,
and all further proceedings against him dropped. .

_The Rev. JorN Scorr, and the Rev. J. RATTENBURY, spoke in support
of the motion.

The Rev.J. W. THoMAs said there is a law antecedent to al} written
laws. The defenceof the State and the maintenance of the public safety
had been regarded as the supreme law. It had been acted upon in the
freest Commonwealths. When Cicero appealed to it, Catiline fled, and
the Republic was saved. The laws of Moses required a solemn purgation
of the suspected, Deut. xxi. 1-9; and the laws of Alfred made English-

men responsible to each other. Suppose a member of our House of .

Commons should be universally suspected of libelling another member, or
the house, and on being required to avow or disavow the authorship

should refuse to do so; what would be the result? In the case of Mr,’

Everett, for whom he had had great respect, and in whose character there
was much that he admired, he would gladly have adopted & more lenient
course had it been consistent with#the safety of the Connexion; but,
with pain and reluctance, heshould feel it his duty to vote for the motion.

Dr.BeaumonT disclaimed all connection with the * Fly-Sheets.”

The Rev. P. DuNcaN said, in allusion to a remark of Dr. Beaumont,
Mr. Fowler never shrunk from declaring that he had no connection with’
the “ Fly-Sheets.” Mr. Fowler had no objection to the examinations
under the declaratory law of 1835, which he believed to be also authorized
by the New Testament, and therefore was “ God's way.” They ought
likewise not to forget that Mr. Fowler was the first person who stood up
in the Conference of 1847, and signified that he had no conuection with
the “ Fly-Sheets,” and avowed his disapprobation of them. This he
considered sufficient; and whether in that opinion he was right or wrong,
such was the fact.

The Rev. J. CuswoRrTH, in allusion to a statement of Mr. Smith, said,
he had asked Mr. Everett whether he had ever conveyed the impression
to any member of Conference, that he had not written the “ Fly-Sheets.”
This question he had declined to answer ; aud said he had not answered
any question respecting the * Fly-Sheets.”

The Rev. S. DunNN moved as an amendment, that Mr. Everett's case
should stand over till that time twelve months. Three hands were held
up for it, and the original motion that Mr. Everett be expelled and put
out of the Conference, was carried by show of hands, three only being
held up againstit. The resolution respecting Mr. Burdsall, that he: be
admonished, and all further proceedings dropped, after speeches from
the Rev. W. Naylor and the Ex-President, was carried, with about one
disseniient.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7.
MR. DUNN’S CASE.

On Tuesday morning, the miuutes of the preceding day having heen
read,
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The PRESIDENT said that it was very desirable that the discussion
about the “ Fly-Sheets” should be brought to a speedy end. He, there-
fore, would at once call np those who had to be questioned; and as Mr,
Dunn had acknowledged on the previous day having communicated with
the Wesleyan Times, he desired him to stand at the bar of Conference,
observing, that his conduet as editor of the Banser, and the state of the
Nottingham North Circuit, were now before a committee.

The PrEsIDENT having reminded him that he had acknowledged his
communicating with the Wesleyan Times, and he (Mr. D.) having again
admitted the faot, the President, without any delay or prefatory remarks,
at once put the question. .

The PrEsipENT: Mr. Dunn, in the name and in behalf of the Con-
ference, I ask you—‘ Are you the author, or the writer of the ¢ Fly-
Sheets?” ”

Mr. Duxx: Mr. President, when, two years ago, at the Liverpool Con-
ference, Mr. Osborn proposed issuing the Declaration— .

The PRESIDENT interrupted him by observing that the question he
had put to Mr. Dunun had nothing to do with the Declaration, but with
the  Fly-Sheets.”

Considerable confusion here arose ; the President and others persisting
that the Declaration was not the matter in point, and Mr. Dunn persisting
that the two were inseparable.

He was then asked to reply to the question by a simple “ yes” or “no.”
¢ I must request,” said Mr. Dunn, “ to give my answer in my own way.
Such conduct is unprecedented, and would not be allowed in any court °
in the kingdom. It is harsh treatment.”

The PrEsIDENT assured Mr. Dunn that it was not his wish to treat
him harshly, and again put the question.

¢ Unless,” said the interrogated, “ I am allowed to preface my answer
with a few observations, and to give an explanation of the course I mean
to pursue, I do not mean to reply to the question.”

The PrEes1DENT said that Conference had much business to dispose
of, and that there was no time to be lost in needless statements.

Mr. DuNN rejoined, that when the Methodistic life or death of men
was at stake, Conference had no business which required more patient
attention. :

This altercation at length terminating, Mr. Duxy recommenced :—1It
will be remembered by many present, that, when two years ago permis-
sion was asked by Mr. Osborn to test the brethren, I entered my protest
against the measure, and said that it would breed discord, that it savoured
more of Rome than of England, of Popery than of Methodism.

The PRESIDENT rose and said with great emphesis—Mr. Dunn is out
of order. I will not sit in this chair to have this venerable assembly as-
sailed as Papist. Your proceedings are not inquisitorial, they are what
are requisite for the maintenance of the purity of the body. Mr. Dunn
must confine himself to the language of decency. You shall have justice,
Mzr. Dunn, but you shall not insult this venerable assembly. These sen-
tences were followed by loud and vociferous cheers from all parts of the
Conference.

As soon a8 Mr. Dunn eould gain a hearing, he stated that he was only
giving a narrative of what had taken place two years ago: he had not
expressed any opinion. Mr. Dunn reminded the Conference that he had
wsed, when Mr. Samuel Jackson was in the chair, at the Liverpool Con-

Zerenoe, the very words which now oalled forth sush & demonstration.of
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fbeling, and he then had reeeived no rebuke, nor had he been told then
by the chair that the language he had employed was indecent.

Again making an. attempt to reply, but being told by the President
that all the Conference would listen to was a oategorical answer, yes oz’
no, Mr. Dunn replied agsin that if lie were not allowed to make explana-
tory observations, he should give no answer at all.

He then retired to his seat, the PREsIDERT observing: “You have
had an opportunity to clear yourself with your brethren, and you have
used it to insult the Conference !”

Mr. JorN RoBEETS said that after the daring instances of refusal that-
had been witnessed to reply to the President, he had expected that some
of the seniors would have risen to propose the immediate expulsion of
such brethren. All the responsibility should not be left to the platform.

Mr. LearoYD remarked, that, at the Liverpool Conference he under-
derstood Mr. Dunn to have disavowed any connection with the ¢ Fly.:
Sheets.”

The PrEsipexT inquired whether Mr. Dunn had deputed Mr. Learoyd:
to make this statement ?

¢ No,” replied Mr. DUNN, in a tone and voice that showed the decision-
and earnestness of the man.

The PresipENT said that Mr. Dunn had had * full liberty” to reply to
the question.

“1 deny it,” said Mr. Duxn. (Great confusion and sensation.)

Mr. Nayror moved, and Mr. Duxoax seconded, Mr. Dunn’s immediate
withdrawal from the Conference—he had given the ‘“lie direct” to the
President.

Mr. Duny attempted to reply, but was unable to obtain a hearing.

The PrESIDENT said he must have the confidence of the Conference.
(Loud cheers, and cries of “You have it !”) Will you stand by your
President? (“We will.” Loud cheers.) Has not Mr. Dunn had fall
opportunity to reply ? (“Yes, yes.”) Has he not had repeated oppor~
tunity, again and again ? (Most vehement cheering, and cries of “ Yes,
yes;” “ Motion, motion.”) Many urged that the motion should be put;
but Mr. Naylor was very reluctantly induced to withdraw it on the Presi.-
dent stating that he was quite satisfled that the chair was supported by
the Conference, and that it would not comport with the dignity of the
Conference to do anything rashly.

MB. BROMLEY'S OASE.

The case of Mr. Bromley then commenced. Before the President
called him from his seat,

Mr., Harzis rose and said, he had a statement to make that wonld
relieve the Conference of all difficulty with Mr. Bromley. A friend
of his had told him and Mr. West that Mr. Bromley had, in private, denied
to this gentleman any knowledge of the authors of the * Fly-Sheets,”
that he disliked their matter and spirit, and that any productions of his
which had appeared in them, or in the “Fly-Sheets Vindicated,” had
been introduced without his knowledge or consent. Mr. Harris further
stated that Mr. Bromley had admitted the substantial truth of this occur-
rence in a conversation with himself and Mr. West, and he hoped this
would be satisfactory to the Conference.

Dr. BuntiNG inquired why, if Mr. Bromley had said this in private, he
could not ssy as much before the Conference? Tia cughl \n An A,
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The PresidEXT accordingly summoned him to the bar, and asked
whether he had any communication to make on this subject ?

Mr. BROMLEY, in & very decided and impressive manner, replied ; « I
have no communication to make on the subject.”

PRESIDENT: “ Are you willing to say you had this conversation ?”

Mr. BroMLEY: “ I have no answer to give to this question.”

To another question Mr. Bromley replied, that the mode of proceed-
ing was unchristian and un-English.

Mr. WEsT then inquired whether Mr. Bromley would not admit that
he had such a conversation with him.

Mr. BRoMLEY: “ I have no answer to make.”

Mr. Harris put the same question.

Mr. BroMLEY: “I have no answer to give to this question.”

Mr. Riga, his superintendent, entreated him and implored him to
auswer,

The PRESIDENT several times renewed the inquiry; and at length put
the question, * Are you the author or writer of the * Fly-Sheets 2" ”

Each inquiry elicited precisely the same reply, and, in the same deci-
pive tone, * I have no answer to give to you, Mr. President, or to this
Conference, on any subject under the sanction of the law of 1835;”
adding, at length, *“I am prepared to assign my reasons when you are
prepared to hear them.”

The PRESIDENT presumed that the Conference was not going to sub-
mit its laws to discussion. You have rejected our system of discipline.
To put friendly questions has always been our usage. From the begin-
ning Conference has asserted its right to put any question to any of its
members,

Mr. BroMLEY: “From the beginning it has been the right of every
member of the Conference to withhold an answer.”

A discussion on the first minutes that ever were issued was terminated
by Mr. BRoMLEY saying, with much earnestness, *I have no answer to
give, and I will give none !”

The PREsIDENT said that about the middle of the Jast century some
preachers arose, charging the Conference with oppression, when Mr.
Wesley said to them : “I will not interfere with your conscience, and
you shall not interfere with mine.” This part of our discipline (putting
any question that the Conference pleases to & preacher) must be main-
tained, not rashly, not unkindly; but in an emergency, where secret sin
is committed, that the Conference may purge out the old leaven.

Mr. BroMLEY: “ In no emergency may you set aside the law of God.”

The PRESIDENT suggested that the minutes recorded in the journals
of 1885, respecting Mr. Bromley’s conduet in the Warrenite agitation
should be read.

Mr. BRoMLEY : “T concur in the suggestion.”

They were accordingly read by the Secretary, as well as minutes from
the several districts in which, from year to year, Mr. Bromley has pro-
tested against this law. .

The PresiDENT: Mr. Bromley, in 1835 you promised the Conference
to forego all declarations on the subject; but you have from time to time
forced your sentiments on the brethren. Have you any explsnation to
give for violating your pledge, and endeavouring to
the junior brethren ?

Mr. BroMLEY : The declaratory act was passed posteriorly to the

441
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' Pledge which I gave to the Conference. I never can consent to submit .
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to the law of 1835—a law so false in its statements, and so wicked in its
principles.

- Here the President rose again to protect Conference. The discussion
ended ; and the committee originally appointed to consider the case of.
Mr. Everett was requested to report upon the cases of Messrs, George,.
Griffith, Dunn, and Bromley.

Mr. GrirriTH intimated to Mr. Dunn, that, as soon as the committee-
was appointed in Messrs. Everett and Burdsall's case, they were desired
to withdraw from the sittings of Conference, and he accordingly sug-
gested to Mr. Dunn the propriety of withdrawing. This they did at
once, .

ALTERATIONS IN CIRCUITS.

The Conference then proceeded to inquire, What alterations were
proposed in Circuits? and what Requests were made, either for the
increase or reduction of Preachers in Circuits ?

The following changes were agreed to:—&Sizth London.—The recom-
mendation of the District Meeting was adopted. .. «Deptford Circuit.—
To be divided; Woolwich to be the head of a new circuit. . ..Sevenoaks
Circuit—A single preacher to be granted, and note in the minutes.
dropped. ...Bedford Circuit—The third minister to have a house pro-
vided. ... Watlington and Thame.—The change between the ministers to
be once in six weeks. ... York Circuit.—To be divided ; Wimborne to be
the head of & new circuit; an additional single preacher to be appointed.
««..Jersey (French) Circuit.—To be divided ; St. Helier's to have two
minister’s ; St. Peter’s to have one. The ministers to change on Sabbath-
days four times each quarter....Penzance Circuit.—An additional
preacher to be appointed, to reside at Newlands....dberystwith and
Machynlleth Circuits.—The change to take place once every six weeks.
-+ «+ Ludlow Circuit.—To have two married ministers, with a grant. ...
Birmingham West Circuit.—A fourth junior minister to be appointed ;
to have a house and a tixed salary....Bath.—To have two married.
ministers. . . . Namptwich and Crewe.—The second preacher to reside at
Crewe. ... Uttoxeter Circuit.—To be divided; Cheadle to be tbe head
of a new circuit. The ministers to change once a month... - Bury
Circuit.—To have a third minister; a house to be provided. ... Hudders.
Jeeld, Second Circuit —An -additional married minister to be appointed,.
on certain conditions recommended by the District Meeting. ... Leeds,
Second Circuit.—To have four married ministers.... Wakefield Circuit.
—To have four married ministers. . . . Rotherham Circuit.—To be divided 5.
Wath to be the head of a new circuit; two married ministers to be.
appointed to each....Grimsby.—One preacher not to reside at Caistor,
but at Grimsby....Whitby.—The third minister to reside at Danby
Head. ... Whitby District.—The Contingent Fund recommended to grant’
the same amount, if possible, &s last year....Stockton.—The second’
minister to reside at Middlesborough.. .. dlnwick and Berwick Circuits..
—The change of ministers to take place on two Sundays in each quarter.
. ... Wigton.—The second preacher to reside at Keswick....Sitting-
bourne und Feversham Circuits.—The ministers to change once in four
weeks.

CONNEXIONAL OFFICERS.

The following appointments, or re-appointments, being duly moved
and seconded, were unanimously agreed to:—The Rev. W. L. Thornton
was appointed Joint Editor, with the Rev. George Qubiw, tor tne enwuimg
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year. The Rev. Jonathan Crowther was sppointed Classical Tutor at
Didsbury. The Rev. Dr. Beecham was re-appointed one of the Mission-

Secretaries for another term. His valuable services were highly
eulogized by several members of the Conference. The Rev.John Bowers:
was re-appointed Governor of Didsbury for anotfier term. The Rev.
Joseph Cusworth was re-appointed Governor of Kingswood School for
another term. The Rev. William Lord was re-appointed Governor of
‘Woodhouse Grove School for another term. An assistant was granted,
as usual, to the ex-President (Dr. Newton), to enable him to continue
his public services to the Connexion. Dr. Newton took ocoasion to
observe that such an appointment had never been made at his instance
or request; and it had been at many domestic sacrifices that he had
complied with the wishes of the Conference: he had thought, at this
conclusion of his Jubilee Year, that it was almost time for him to “ study
to be quiet;” but he was the servant of the Conference, and if they
thought it right and proper to make the appointment, he would so
continue their servant for the Lord’s sake. The Rev. John Mason was
re-appointed Book Steward for another term. An assistant was appointed
to the Rev. John Scott, to enable him to continue his valuable labours
in the educational department of the Connexion.

The Committee on the Taunton School brought up their report. After
some conversation, the Rev. William Vevers was unanimously appointed
Governor of that Institution for the ensuing year. Mr. Vevers observed
that he had taken no part in this matter; but if he went, under the
direction of the Conference, to Taunton, he should endeavour to promote
the moral and spiritual welfare of the scholars, and to do the best in his
power to serve the Connexion.

After some other matters had been disposed of, in the course of which
Mr. Bromley disavowed all knowledge of the publication of his letter in
the Wesleyan Times, the Conference appointed several Committees to
meet next morning—the most important of which was the Statigning

Committee,
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8.

This morning, after the Conference had been opened in the usual
form, the PRESIDEXT observed, that as it was necessary for the Stationing
Committee to meet immediately, he would request the Rev. G. Marsden
to take the chair, in his own unavoidable absence.

The PrESIDENT also suggested the desirabl of the Ministers
receiving the Lord’s Supper together at some convenient time, that, in
that solemn ordinance, they might bind themselves afresh to God and to
each other; and he named Friday evening as eligible for that purpose—
hoping that all the brethren who could remain in Manchester would
attend.

The members of the Stationing Committee then retired, and Mr.
Marsden took the chair of the Conference.

BOOK BOOM.
The Report of the Book Room was presented, showing, upon the
whole, an increase of sales during the year, and that the general state of
its affairs was encouraging. A conversation ensued on various subjects
affecting the Magazine and other Periodicals, in the course of which
soveral ministers offered useful suggestions, which it was resolved to
refer to the comsideration of the Book Committee. In the absence of
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the Seoretary of that Committee, the minutgs of its proceedings, and
warious resolutions conneected with the Book Room, were deferred to &
future sitting.

OHAPEL BUILDING COMMITTEE.

The Rev. F. J. JoBson read the Raport of the Chapel Building Com-
miteee—the substance of which was given in our reports of the Prepara-
tory Committees. The Beport was highly satisfactory to the Conference,
and several of the subjects mentioned in it were deemed most important
to the efficient working of this department of Methodism. It plainly
appeared from the returns of the several Districts, that the increased
attention lately given to the architectural propriety and style of certain
‘Wesleyan Chapels had, in those cases, prevented extravagant expenditure,
and proved really economical. It was also fully supported, by the
personal testimonies of the ministers assembled, that the recommendar
tion contained in the Rébort, to employ a respectable architect wherever
& chapel is to be erected, is requisite to economy, as well as to secure
suitable forms and proportions. The only subject of regret named was,
the large number of Chapels erected and enlarged during the year in
violation of the printed Laws and Regulations of the Connexion. The
cases of these were individually inquired into, and suitable censures
pronounced upon the offending parties. It was resolved that, in future,
particular inquiry should be made by the Chairmen of Districts, at their
aonual meeting in May, as to the examination, by the Superintendents,
of the accounts of the Trustees of each Chapel in their Circuits. The
thanks of the Conference were presented to the Rev. G. Marsden, the
Chairman of the Chapel Building Committee,  for his kind and diligent
attention to the business of the past year.” The thanks of the Con-
ference were also given to the Rev. F. J. Jobson, “for the zeal, judgment,
and ability with which he had discharged his duty as the Secretary to
the Chapel Building Committee.” Thanks were given to the Committee
¢ for their careful attention to Chapel Building during the phkst year.”

SCHOOLS.

The Beports of the Kingswood and Woodhouse Grove School Funds
were presented by the Rev. C. PrEsT, and adopted by the Conference.
The usual votes of thanks, and appointments, were agreed to.

At the evening sitting, permission was given to administer the Lord’s
Supper in sundry Chapels recently erected.

BOOK ROOM.

Such portions of the Book affairs as had not passed the Conference
this morning were now submitted to its consideration.- A speeial reso-
lution was adopted, conveying the thanks of the Conference to the Rev.
Thomas Jackson and the Rev. William Arthur, for the important services
they had rendered in this department during the last four or five
months, in which Mr. Cubitt had been left alone in the editorship. It
was also stated that the grants from the Book Room, to the several
funds of the Connexion, would be equal to those made the preceding
year.

CATECHUMEN CLASSES.
The Rev. S. Jaocksox brought up the report of the Catechumen Com-
mittee, which was, in substance, as follows :—For the purpose of -.cer-
taining the true state of things in the Conugxian, W xeiwdose v
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Catechumen Classes, & schedule was sent into each Circuit, accompanied
by a circular. To this communication, 132 Circuits have Xor returned
any answer whatever; 50 Circuits have returned the schedule sent, in
blank ; 256 Circuits have returned the schedules duly filled up, and

- containing the required information. In these, there are stated to be of
Catechumens 15,709, and of Catechists 1,138, including males and
females. So far as can be ascertained, there is this number of young
people under the care of lay Catechists, and by them met weekly. In
addition to these, there are young people met by Ministers exclusively,
5,068 ; making a total of 21,367. In a very few Circuits, there are
included in these classes, children aged only 7, 8, or ) years ; but the
great bulk, more, perhaps, than nineteen-twentieths of them, are young
persons from 10 to 20 years of age. Before the commencement of the
year 1847, such classes had been formed in 27 Circuits. During that
year they were formed in 73 more. During J848, in 95 more; and
during the present year, in 28 more. 8o that in 196 Circuits this work
has been commenced since the beginning of 1847. Of these 21,367
young persons, the returns state that 1,913 have passed from the
Catechumen into the Adult Classes, and become regular members of
society. It appears that the number of Catechumens received directly
from the Sunday Schools is 11,171 ; and there have heen derived from
other sources 4,141. Twenty-two Circuits have sent formal expressions
of approval of the plan and objects; 19 Circuits have either given, or
wish to be aunthorized to give, some sort of ticket to the Catechumens;
30 Circuits have either expressed a wish for a general agent, or appear
greatly to need such assistance ; 20 Circuits say they have tried to form
Catechumen Classes, but have failed in the attempt. The Quarterly
Meeting of the Sheffield West Circuit has passed a resolution in favour
of the appointment of a general Catechist. One question contained in
the schedules sent out, was,—‘“If the baptized youth in your Circuit
are not Catechumens, what ministerial attention do they receive ?” and,
from various answers returned, it is concluded that, in reference to this
department of evangelical labour, there are many Methodists without a
method, and many Circuits without a plan, either printed or in manu-
script. In conclusion, the Committee stated,—We feel bound, in the
name and on the behalf of our youth, to return our unfeigned thanks ta
those Ministers who have originated Catechumen Classes, and sent us an
account of what they have done; and, at the same time, to add that,
considering the intelligence and energy which have been displayed, and
the success which, by God's blessing, has been realized, we are led to
expect that, at no distant day, there will be 200,000 Catechumens placed
under the care of the Wesleyan Ministers in Great Britain; and as
to the influence which that will have upon our adult societies, we leave
our friends to infer the future from the past, and to form their own
conclusions.

The Rev. 8. JacksoN, in bringing up the Report, said,—The infor-
mation it contained had been furnished by the Ministers in the several
Circaits. All that he had done was to put their figures together, and
exhibit the general results of their proceedings. He tendered his
unfeigned thanks to the brethren for the promptitude, intelligence, and
energy, with which they had entered into this movement, and thought
they had been favoured with a measure of success which was highly
encouraging sad satisfactory. It was his opinion that the same spirit

of easarpiise, difused generally throughout the Connexion, would produce
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effects at once delightful and surprising. The brethren, it was hoped,
would not be deterred by the contemplation of apparent difficulties, but
at once attempt this work on a large scale. For many years he had been
convinced there was much work to be done in this department, and had
invited other people to undertake it, but with very trivial success. When
resolved to try what could be done by himself, he was agreeably surprised.
A combined and vigorous effort would soon give them 200,000 Cate-
chumens in Great Britain; and that number once attained, it was his.
opinion that Methodism in this country would steadily increase at the-
rate of 8,000 or 10,000 members per annum.

The Rev. W. H. RuLE moved the adoption of the Report recommended
to the Conference by the Committee. He urged the propriety of enjoining
on the entire body of Wesleyan Ministers that they should take an over-
sight, not incidental and occasional, but systematic and persevering, of
both Catechists and Catechumens. That once, at least, in every quarter
the Ministers should visit each class, afford instruction to the young’
persons, and be known by them as their pastors. Such a visitation would
promote the happiest results throughout their future life. He further
recommended, following another of the suggestions of the Committee,
that the Catechists should be assembled every quarter, to receive an
account of their labours, and afford counsel and encouragement. He
thought it exceedingly desirable that those who entered on this most
important enterprise throughout the country should be united and
recognised, as are Class Leaders, Local Preachers, and Sunday School
Teachers ; that they should act together everywhere as do those others,
in order to guard against desultory and disconnected efforts, and the decline
of Catechumen classes, in Circuits where they may have been hitherto
conducted under the care and personal influence of Ministers more
zealous than some others in this cause, but who might thus transfer to
their successors bodies of Catechists already instructed in their duties
and united in their endeavours.

The Rev. W. BarToN offered some observations in reference to the
progress of the Catechumen movement in the Second Leeds Circuit. He
stated that there were under the care of the Catechists, or of some or all
of the Ministers of the Circuit, Catechumens and other young persons
amounting to about 800. He referred to the efforts of the Rev. 8.
Jackson in promoting the Catechumen Movement, when he was recently
stationed in the Leeds Second Circuit. Since his removal the movement
had made considerable progress. The Catechists were met once a week
by one or more of the Ministers, and this was regarded as of considerable
importance. As many as possible of the Catechumens were met by the
Ministers of the Circuit in the evening of the days on which the Quarterly
Meeting of the Circuit was held, and they were addressed on suitable
subjects : in addition, the Ministers were accustomed, as frequently as
circumstances would allow, to meet the Catechumen Classes, and to
endeavour to explain the scripture lesson appointed for the week. Mr.
Barton afterwards stated that much importance was attached to these
visits and to the Quarterly United Meetings. He referred also to the
delivery of occasional lectures on suitable topics by the Ministers of the
Circuit or of other Circuits; and concluded by stating that in many
Circuits the Catechumen Movements, if they were to be effectually
carried out, would require an increase of Ministers.

The Rev. J. MacLEAN was glad Mr. Barton had referred to the impor-
tance of the Catechists being met weekly by toe Mimisters, ®ifn ahws
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0 assisting them to prepare the lesson for their elasses. This, he was
persuaded, would be found essential to the success of the movement, sad
he trusted the Conference would not allow itself to be diverted from this
topic, started by Mr. Barton, to any one of minor consequence. He was
confident it was impossible to put the requisite vigour into this branch
of their work by any documentary or book instruction, prepared for the
Catechists, however carefully got up. He had no faith in such crutches.
Let the living ministry take these Catechists in hand, and make &
weekly deposit in their minds of the contents of the lesson ; and then
let them go forth to their Catechumens, to communicate what they had
received, improved, and increased, if they liked, by whatever they had
themselves been able to gather in the course of their reading. The main
difficulty in the way of this lay, he conceived, in the already numerous
engagements of the Ministers. It was certain such a weekly dealing
with the Catechists would require on the part of the Ministers carsful
preparation, if it was to be effective : and many would shrink (as he
confessed he was himself at first disposed to do) from an engagement
involving an addition to duties already, in most cases, too onerous ; bat
there was less real difficulty in the thing than appeared, if brethren were
willing to condescend to the mode which he had himself adopted, and
which he would communicate for the benefit of the younger Ministers,
and such others as like himself might feel that they could not well get
on without a little honest stealing. He just took down Benson, Clarke,
and Watson, and whatever other commentaries he had, and without
any attempt at originality, or the least concern about it, he transferred
their thoughts to his own use, and having filtered them through his
mind, he wrote them down with some care, in the form of a lecture;
and having thus charged his own mind with the excellent materials so
gathered, he went forth tlie next day and discharged the entire contents
upon his Catechists. The preparation for this Catechist's meeting
ordinarily took up an entire afternoon, but it was an afternoon well
ent.

'p'.l'he‘ Rev. Jorn W. THomas thought that Mr. Maclean had herdly done
justice to his argument, or to tkbe cateehists, for whose instruction he
catered. If he got up at four in the morning, and consulted all the
eommentaries at his command, and, after a day’s prayerful meditation,
guave the assembled catechists the result; this could hardly be considered
“ stealing.” He would be sorry to make the catechists, aud catechumens,
receivers of stolen goods. He condemned the plagiary ; but the minister
who laboured in reading and study for the instruction of others was not
chargeable with theft; except as the Promethean fire was said to have
been stolen from heaven.

The Rev. Joax BEDFORD could not entirely concur in the views of
those, who thought it desirable that Ministers, in their weekly meetings
of the Catechists, should disregard those outlines of exercises which
some of the brethren had prepared for the promotion of this work. The
principle of intinerancy in the Methodist Connexion appeared to render
it necessary that there should be as much uniformity as possible in the
instruction given to Catechists, otherwise that valuable class of labourers
might be embarrassed and discouraged when a new Minister entered
apon his duties in a Circuit. He thought that this might be done with-
out any undue dependence, on the part of the Ministers, upon what had
boon termed “cratches.” It was also important, that ‘the Catechists

should be induced to prepsre themselves for mesting Uie Mimister, by
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having such an cutline for their previous study. In a word, he thought
that the best plan would be thas which combined the two methods.

The Rev. G. OsBoBN brought forward certain resolutions, which had
been prepared by the Comamittee, on the general subject of Catechumen
classes.

Qther Members of the Conference expressed an opinion, that additionak
legislation, on this subject, was not at present desirable, and that it
wounld be better for the brethren concerned to proceed, for a time, im
woarking out their own views. If they succeeded, the Conference would
bave fuller information on which to act, and the Ministers, in thein
several Circuits, would, under such circumstances, more cordially co-
operate in this department of the great work.

The Rev. J. METHLEY observed—that, on his arrival in Leeds, as Mr.
Jackson’s successor, he was not greatly prepossessed in favour of the
Catechumen movement;—but, in proportion as he gave his attention to
the subjeot, it grew in importanee in his estimation. In the Leeds
Second Circuit, there were npwards of 800 young people under the care
snd supervision of the Catechists; and within the last two years, at least
200 hed joined the Society. They gave unquestionable evidence of &
genuine work of God. The sources of this movement were to be found
in the piety and zeal of the Catechists. These are met, every week, and
for the Catechumens there is provided a quarterly review, when the
Ministers meet them, and address them on subjects conducive to their
edification and conversion. He requusted Mr. S. Jackson to provide
suitable books, to be placed in the hands of Catechists; for, in doing
this, he would very greatly facilitate the formation of new elasses.

The Rev. RoBERT JACKSON, on being called upon, observed—Ft is
searcely necessary for me to. say, that, for many years, I have entertained
a deep conviction of the impartance and practicability of this movement;
and, if I had entertained any doubts on this question, what I have
witnessed in the Circuit in which I have been stationed, for the last three
years, would have entirely removed them. Considerably more than a
thousand young people have been collected together, and placed under
the care of more than eighty Catechists. Several hundreds of these
young people are now meeting in Society. I deem it right to say, as
the result of my own observations, that I attach some importance to the
quarterly meeting of the Catechumens, for the purpose of giving them
tokens. This has an admirable tendency to introduce the young people
to the Minister, and give them a mutual interest in each other, and espe-
cially if a quarterly lecture be given, either at the time when the tokens
are renewed, or afterwards. I wish to add, that it is my fall belief that
this movement is perfectly practicable. Some of the brethren look upon
this work as a burden that cannot be borne, in addition to the duties of &
Methodist preacher. But let a Minister have it announced, the previous
Sabbath, that he will meet the young people, from twelve to twenty years
old, an hour before preaching,—a period which may be very well spared,
—and he will find that, although some cannot meet at that time, yet
many can and will be present. Then let him give them an exercise, and
appoint the most snitable persons he can obtain, to meet them weekly,
until he has another opportunity of meeting them ; and he will soon find
it to be not only practicable, but pleasant and delightful. I have found
this to be an admirable means of greatly increasing the week-night con-
gregations. It will be a good thing to attempt the establishment of
these classes at this time. They will furnish s sdwindde whise
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against the unprofitable talk and dissatisfaction that will doubtless be
found in many places, the next few months. Catechumen classes will
enlist the sympathies of our people, and fill their minds with a movement
which is calculated to awaken a lively, deep, and geneml interest, by its
magnitude, benevolence, and great and pressing neeessity. In my judge-
ment nothing will be more likely to counteract any bad feeling that may
be found, respecting the decisions of this Conference. This is a great
and solemn question. No man who has turned his attention to this
subject will doubt that there exist, within the skirts of Methodism,
800,000 young people, from twelve to twenty years of age ; before we can
collect these, and place them under the care of the Church, there will be
300,000 more. If we do but cultivate this interesting field of Christian
toil, we shall be an increasing people while the sun and the moon
endure.

The Rev. E. WALKER thought that more stress was laid upon the
necessity of caution, in legislating upon this subject, than, under alt
circumstances, the case required. The only point, as he understood it,
in which it was sought to advance in the way of legislation, was, that
instead of recommending that an effort should be made, in every Circuit,
to form a Catechumen class, the Conference should direct this to be done.
Considering the hold this important subject had obtained upon our
community, he thought they might safely and wisely proceed thus far.

After this discussion it was understood that the subject of further
legislation should be postponed at present.

Mr. OsBoRN moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Samuel Jackson, for his
valuable services in this department. and his appointment, as Convenor
of the Committee, for the ensuing year.

The Rev. CHARLES PREST had great pleasure in seconding the well-
deserved vote of thanks to the Rev. 8. Jackson.

The Rev. S.Jacksox then moved the appointment of the Committee,
which was agreed to.

[At the close of these proceedings, Mr. Jackson reqneswd the Con-
ference to allow him to send J. P. Cook into France, in the character of &
Wesleyan Catechist, and to apply for, and receive, subscriptions towards
his support. This request was readily granted, and it is hoped that so
praiseworthyand promising an enterprise will be generally countenanced.]

MR. BROMLEY'S CASE.

On Wednesday night sitting, about seven o'clock, Dr. Dixon came
forward and communicated to the Conference, in a speech delivered
with deep feeling, that he had conversed, in company with William
Bunting, with Mr. Bromley; that he (Mr. Bromley) had expressed a
wish that the Conference would hear, though it were in a small committee,
the reasons he had for the conduct he had felt it right to pursue : and
that if after such statement of his views the Conference thought it
right to retain the rule in its present form, he (Mr. Bromley) would
engage no longer to agitate the subject. The statement was received
with evident and general satisfaction; but was opposed by Dr. Newton
and others on the ground that Mr. Bromley’s letter to the President had
appeared in the Wesleyan Times.

The PRESIDENT complained that an official document addressed to
him should thus, without his knowledge, be made public.

Mr. BRoMLEY, on being appealed to, stated his total ignorance of the

Jact unil that moment,
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It was then agreed that Mr. Bromley should be heard before the
Committee.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 9.

GIFT OF CHAPELS.

A letter was read, addressed to the Ex-President, from Thomhs
Hazlehurst, Esq., of Runcorn, offering to the Connexion, on behalf of
himself and others concerned in their erection, two Chapels, free of
debt,—one at Runcorn, the other at Farnworth, in the same neighbour-
hood. The Conference gratefully accepted the offer, and directed an
official letter of thanks to be addressed to Mr. Hazlehurst.

ADDITIONAL HOME LABOURERS.

A letter was read by Dr. Bunting from Mr. Haydon, banker, of Guild-
ford, stating that he had read the Watchman with great interest,—parti-
cularly a passage referring to the necessity of extended operations for the
conversion of men,—and offering to receive into his house a young
man, if the Conference thought proper to appoint one to labour in that
neighbourhood. He expressed his gratitude that, though late in life, he
had not been allowed to depart out of this world without having the
privilege of taking a part in so good & work. The Conference resolved,
that this offer should be gratefully accepted.

Mr. HasweLL said that he knew a gentleman in the York District who

‘was willing to make a similar offer.

MR. DUNN AND THE NOTTINGHAM DISTRICT MEETING.

The Report of the Committee in this case was brought up, and after
some brief remarks certain resolutions confirming the proceedings of the
District Meeting were adopted.

STATIONS.

The Stations having been brought in to the Conference after their
revision in Committees were read a first time as usual, without interrup-
tion or remark. The PRESIDENT then observed that it was highly
probable some brethren might think alterations yet necessary ; and in
order to give such brethren an opportunity of arranging those alterations
it would be better to pass to some other business before the second
reading, and thus save the valuable time of the Conference.

DEFALCATIONS OF AN EXPELLED TREASURER.

The Report of the Committee appointed to consider the best mode
of meeting the defalcations of John 8. Stamp, formerly a treasurer of the
Children’s Fund, (who was expelled last week,) was brought before the
Conference, and after some conversation was adopted. It recommended
that certain sums should be contributed by different Classes of Ministers,
to make up the deficiency. The same Committee brought up a series
of resolutions which they had agreed to recommend to the Conference,
designed to prevent the occurrence of any such defalecation in future,
and to provide additional guards for the security of the Connexion in
relation to all its funds. The resolutions were adopted.

MISSION AFFAIRS.

The Minutes of the Missionary Committee which were fully read
before the Committee of Review—(see our former Report,)—and also
the resolutions agreed to by that Committee were submitted to the
Conference, and unanimously adopted. The perticdler yeutholsw,
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expressing the confidemee of the Committee in the ewwoutive of the
Mission House, received the most marked and cordial approval.

The Rev. JoBX ScorT, in acknowledging the vote of thanks to the
Treasurers, took occasion to observe that the approval of such a body of
Ministers was always valuable to him, but especially so at the present
time, acd in connection with missionary affairs. If be could have
supposed it possible that his fathers and brethren had thought that Mr.
Farmer and himself could have lent themselves to any malversation of
the fund devoted to so sacred a cause, it would have been to his mind
an occasion of deep distress. But he had never entertained the thought
for a moment; and he would again say that if there were any persons
who wanted information on such subjects, he and those with whom he
was concerned would be always ready to give it. It was a sacred wark;
and if ever his colleague and himself had been faithful in the performanse
of the duties of their treasurership, they had been as much so of late
years as ever, and he ueed not say it was their hope that they would
always be “ found faithful.”

The Rev. S. D. WaDDY suggested the expediency of adopting the seme
mode and prineiple of payment of the Missionary Secretaries as wes
adopted by other Missionary Societies : he believed it would be better
for them and better for the Connexion.

This led Mr. ScorT to observe that, no doubt, the Missionary Becre-
taries, if they consulted their personal interests, would be ready %o
agree to such an arrangement; but then the question would arise
whether it would be desirable for the Society to give up the accommo-
dation now possessed in the Secretaries’ hcuses for Missionaries and
their families, both on going to and returning from foreign stasions.

It was understood that this matter should be referred to the conside-
ration of the Missionary Committee.

On a vote of thanks to the Secretaries being passed with the utamost
cordiality, the PrEsIDENT, addressing them, said,—* The Conference
expresses its entirg confidence in your proceedings and services.”

Dr. BeecHAM, in acknowledging the vote, said that he would not take
up much time, but he returned to them his most grateful thanks. At
all times their vote of confidence was valuable ;—at the present time it
was peculiarly so;—and he and his colleagues would return to their
duties cheered and encouraged by that expression of their esteem. He
would also take the opportunity of thanking the Conference for the cor-
dial manner in which they had re-appointed him to his office. He had
not sought that office ; but, having been called to it by his brethren, he
had endeavoured to perform its duties, and he should now address him-
gelf to them with renewed determination, and consecrate himself afresh
to the service of the Connexion. In saying this, he knew that he was
also giving expression to the feelings of his colleagues.

DONATIONS TO CONNEXIONAL FUNDS.

At the evening sitting the Rev. W. HorToN said, that he had two
legacies to announce, left to their funds by the late Mr. Williams, of
Dalkeith, one to the Missionary Society, the other to the Annuitant
Society. The sums named in the will were £500 for the Missionary
Society, and £300 for the Annuitant Society. There had, however, been
some expensive legal proceedings, and it was doubtful whether the full
amounnt would be realized. He, (Mr. H.) however, had received, since

e came to the Conference, from Robert Belby, Euq., ot Bdimbvergh, the
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wolicitor employed in the oase, an interim payment as follows :—Mis-
sionary Society, £250 ; less expenses, £22 8s. 3d.; leaving £227 11s. 0d.
Annuitant Society, £150; less expenses, £13 9s. 3d.; leaving £136 10s. 9d.
‘Mr. Horton added, that the late Mr. Williams was a member of the Free
Church of 8cotland.

COMMITTREE OF PRIVILEGES.

The Rev. C. Presr brought up the report of this Committee. He
stated, that there had not been muoh matter for its consideration during
the past year. There had been one question of importance—the Chari-
table Trust Bill,—the nature and operations of which he explained.
.Circumstances, however, had occurred which led to its abandonment,
in the past session, and the Committee would keep & watchful eye om
any such measure in futore.

A oconversation ezsued relative to the degree of liberty granted to
soldiers in the exercise of their Methodistic privileges. The general
impression appeared to be, that there usually existed every disposition,
on the part of the authorities, to grant such privileges, and that if a slight
exception occurred now and then, it was not desirable to create unneoces-
‘8ary excitement respecting it.

Mr. VasEy referred to some other subjects which had ocoupied the
.attention of the Committee, particularly one relating to the remission of
duties on timber and other materials used in the erection of chapels.
From the statements made, it appeared, that it was not yet deemed ex-
pedient to bring the subject under the notice of the Government officers,
on any general principle, until an application, now pending, had been
decided. )

The usual votes of thanks to the officers and Committee, and their re-
appointment, were agreed to.

The remainder of the business, left unfinished at a previous sitting,
on the subject of the Chapel Relief Fund, was transacted, and the usual
votes and appointments cordially adopted.

IRISH ADDRESS.

The answer to the Address of the Irish Conference was brought up
and read by the Rev. Wm. Arthur, and was adopted.

The Rev. THoMA8 WAUGH was sure that the Irish Conference would
receive that address with the profoundest respect. He need not dwell on
the evils and miseries of his country: they were sounded from one part
of Europe to the other, and indeed from one end of the world to the other.
These evils, he did not hesitate to say, mainly sprung from Popery.
There was a people in Ireland, as well-instructed and as well-conducted
a8 any other people in the world; the Protestant Irish were not inferior
10 the same class of persons in any part of the empire. When other in-
habitants of that country were suffering, never had more sympathy
towards them been shown, than by their Protestant fellow-countrymen.
The members of the Wesleyan Society, in particular, were elevated in
the social scale, by their religious principles, above the general mass of
the Irish people: He had ascertained that, at one time, when great dis-
tress prevailed, there was only one place in Ireland in which any mem-
ber of the Connexion was in the poor-house. This he attributed to the
blessing of God upon their religious principles, which taught them tobe
industrious and economical—economical in & good sense,—and thus
saved them, in many cases, from the deep AeKituuion ko WRh. Sheee
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were plunged. He then referred to the extensive emigrations which had
taken place. Many of the best people, connected with the societies in
Ireland, had gone to increase the vital strength of Methodism in America.
Thus their societies had been sadly torn up. Nearly 1,200 members had
emigrated during the past year alome; yet, notwithstanding these dis-
couraging circumstances, such had been the blessing of God upon the
labours of his servants, that the nett decrease had been smaller than
might have been expected. That God had blessed them with success,
even to that extent, was a cause of gratitude : still, they could not but
deeply feel, because, in many parts of the country where the preachers
had lodged, their friends had been removed by emigration or other
causes, so that they were unable, in some instances, to carry on the work.
He thanked the Conference for the help annually afforded to them : with-
out that help they could not well get on. There was no waut of will to sup-
port the cause on the part of their people. In illustration of this, he
adverted to the amount raised for the Missionary Society and for other
objects. No society in the nation did so much, in proportion to its
means, as the poor, despised, and suffering members of the Connexion in
Ireland. He would not further trespass on their time ;—he was familiaz
with the faces of most of them, and they with his ;—his time had nearly
come to a close ;—but he would say, that one thing had given him great
pleasure during that Conference. For some time he had mourned over
the indications of a spirit injurious to the union and peace of the Con-
nexion ; but when he saw the matters brought to an issue which had
been agitated in the body, he perceived that they were ¢ all true men.”
It was very easy for two or three individuals to try to make mischief;
but they were not the people of England. He was sure, that if the
ministers of the Connexion lived to God, loved oue another, and laboured
for the common good, Methodism would rise above all difficulties; it
would become the glory of all lands; and when they themselves had
finished their course, they might look down from the world of spirits
upon its steady progress with increasing joy. (Warm applause.)

The Rev. WiLL1aM REILLY felt obliged to the Conference, for its kind
reception of himself and colleagues. He adverged particularly to the
preaching of the gospel in the Irish language. There were brethern in
Ireland successfully using that language for the good of their country-
men ; and though there were not so mauny of that class now as in the
days of Gideon Ouseley, yet he could not but refer to one who was really
8 great Irishman—his friend and brother, the Rev. John Feely, whose
labours, in his native language especially, deserved commendation. In
many parts of Ireland, and in some places where the greatest political
agitation had prevailed, few of the people spoke anything but English,
and, therefore, preaching in the streets and other places, in English,
would be of great use to the mass of the population. If they had
funds at their disposal, they could soon have establishments containing
thousands, who would profess to be turned from the faith of their fathers;
‘but their object was to convert men. In doing so, they had the same
confidence in the Gospel as Mr. Wesley possessed 102 years ago, when he
visited that country. In conclusion, he would observe, that he was
much gratified with the reception which Conference had given both to
their Address and to themselves. They had only been pained, during
their attendance, by the circumstances to which Mr, Waugh had referred ;
but they rejoiced to find the preachers sound to their heart's core, and

Aoped to see, by and by, the most delightful resulte. (Qheers.) .
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CANADIAN ADDRESS.

The address of the Canadian Conference was read by the Rev. Jorw
FarRar.

Dr. ALDER then rose, and was cordially greeted by his brethren, who
appeared rejoiced to see him restored to such a measure of health as
permitted him to attend the Conference. He observed, that having
from the beginning been intimately connected with the great measure of
union between the British and Canadian Conferences, it afforded hime
unmingled satisfaction to learn, from the address which had just beerx
read, that the anticipations which he had cherished in reference to that
important arrangement had been more than realized, and that the
Canadian body at the presentperiod was in such a united and flourishing
condition. He expressed a hope that the great principle of the arrange-
ments which have been entered into with the western division of the
important province of Canada, might, ere long, be extended to our work
in British North America generally; as the Conference must perceive
that, just in proportion as the Missionary Committee was relieved from
the expense and responsibility of our purely Colonial Missions, they
would be enabled to extend their operations for the benefit of the heathen
in any region of the globe. He took that occasion to express hig
gratitude to the Conference for the sympathy they had manifested
towards him in his affliction, and the fervent prayers they had offered
on his behalf, and concluded by moving the acceptance of the Address.

The Rev. WiLLiam Lorp seconded the motion, which was cordially
adopted.

The Rev. Joun Ryersox, (Representative from Canada,) on being
called upon, said—He came before the Conference under the influence
of very different feelings from those which he experienced when, on a
former occasion, he was present at Bristol. There was now a peace in
his mind, and a feeling of confidence and affection towards this body,
which he did not then so fully possess. The object of himself and of
his fellow representative, who visited the Conference with him three
years ago, was to heal differences, and to re-unite the Canadian Branch
of the Wesleyan Churcl to the great and flourishing body in this country.
He was happy to know that that had been done completely and satis-
factorily. It was unnecessary for him to point out the success of their
esteemed friend Dr. Alder, in overcoming many formidable difficulties
in that important work. He did not at one time think, in view of the
conservative power which the Articles of Union contained, that such an
object could be accomplished without serious loss; but they had cause
to say—* What has God wrought!” He had so overruled all things, that
there had been no loss. This was, indeed, “ marvellous in their eyes.”
The God of Jacob was ir it. The union thus effected would promote
the Gospel throughout the spreading community of Canada, to an extent
not to be calculated. He wished to observe also’that the good which
was done in this country by means of Methodism was notto be estimated
by the mere addition of members to the body here. Many who were
converted here went to Canada: they formed settlements in different and
distant perts of that country; the Preachers of the Canadian body
followed them to their new and remote habitations, and gladly broke to
them the bread of eternal life. Could the members of this Conference
be present in some of those assemblies, and observe with what gratitude
the settlers received the Preachers to their humble cots—with what
feelings they referred to Methodism in this country, i W We tensea

G
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men of that body, by whose instrumentality many of them had been
converted,—and could they observe with what delight the settlers came,
often from a great distance, to the places of worship which had been
erected—their hearts would be gladdened indeed. He had often known
instances of femalee, who had travelled twelve miles, with children in
their arms, to attend the House of God. One circumstance he would
venture to mention, to show their thankfulness for the ministry of the
gospel. An old lady from Yorkshire, in a distant eettlement, had been
at work in the field. On her return home, she saw the track of a horse.
8She had ground to be sure that there could have been no horse in that
meighbourhood for a time, but that of a Missionary; and such was her
Jjoy that she kissed the track of the horse’s feet, and lifted up her heart
in thankfulness to God, that the word of life was brought so near. He
wished to refer to the Indian missions in Canada. They had, in all, ten
such missions : connected with which, there were six native Missionaries,
two preaching in the Mohawk, and four in the Chippewa language. On
these missions, several men had been raised up among the Indians who
were now ministering in the things pertaining to the kingdom of God
‘to their countrymen. The friends of missions in Canada were truly
loyal to that great work. In the committee which was held in London,
three years ago, he had expressed his belief that the amount of money
then anticipated would be raised: he was happy to say that it had been
exceeded by £100 the first year, and by £200 the second year. The
number of teachers in their Sabbath Schools was very encouraging. The
statistics of their schools were the following :—

School Teach Scholars.  Vols. in Libraries.
In 1849.... 208 1,705 12,609 28,344
In 1848.... 206 1,308 9,559 18,207
Net increase 62 427 3,050 5,137

The visit of Dr. Dixon during the past year, had been rendered a great
blessing; but he had had smooth ground to travel compared with Dr.
Alder. The union had been fully effected ; and his visit, under these
circumstances, had been of vast service,—as, he would venture to say,
any other Minister's would be, who might be selected to preside over
their Conference. Whoever filled that honourable office was mnot only
President of the Canadian Conference, but Episcopus of the whole Con-
nexion in Canada. He had the charge of the entire work, as represen-
tative of that body during his residence there. That had been fully
stated and decided in the Canadian Conference. Then, they had been
requested by Dr. Alder to adopt a Model Deed for the settlement of the
Chapels and other Connexional property. They had framed one after
the plan of that in Great Britain, which secured to the United Connexion
all such property. The whole was in connexion with the British Con-
ference. They had also applied for acts of Incorporation, in reference
to their Missionary Society, and their Book Establishment, which, though
not yet granted, were framed on the same Conservative principle of union
with that body. Hence, should even a dissolution of the political anion
of Canada with the .Parent State take place, that would not affect the
union of the British and Canadian Conferences. “ It is,” said he, “in
our hearts to live and die with you; we wish to follow yonr steps.”
Nothing had gratified him more than to observe the binding 1i
which held that Conference together. With great delight he should
inform his friends of what the Lord was doing for the stability of their
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principles; and he trusted that the blessing of God would ever be upon
them, He wished also to mention that they had a College, in which
sixty or eeventy young men were reeeiving a euitable education. They
had also a Female Academy, where nearly one hundred young ladies
were educated in such a manner as would fit them for respectable situa-
tions in civil and religious society. The blessing of the Lord rested on
that institution; it was established at Hamilton, and their friend Dr.
Dixon had visited it. He (Mr. Ryerson) had detained the Conference
. longer than he had intended. He thanked them for the kindness and
affection with which they had received him, and should ever entertain a
lively sense of their great goodness. He prayed that God might prosper
them more and more; and, with all his heart, he wished them the
ehaicest blessings. (Mr. R. sat down amidst loud applause.)

The PREsIDENT?—(in the name of the Conference)—We rejoice to see
Mr. Ryerson among us, and hope that the Union which has been so
happily effected will exist till time shall be no more.

Dr. Dixon, Dr. Alder, and Mr. Thornton were directed to prepare and
bring in an answer to the Address.

Dr. BEauMOoNT expressed the satisfaction and delight with which he
had bheard the statement of Mr. Ryerson. It was a marvellous thing that
& union of so much importance had been effected so happily, so holily,
and with such complete success. It showed good heart and good sense
on the part of the Cagadian brethren, and great wisdom and kindness on
the part of those who had been entrusted with that matter by the body.
It seemed that Dr. Alder went over, and effected a uniop of the parts
which had been rent: then Dr. Dixon went, and he cemented it. They
had ell the parts of a great work in Canada—all its elements and vitality
in vigour. Their schools were extraordinary. They beat us hollow—
that was, for the time and for the circumstances—for they had not our
wealth and our strength ; but with such as they had they brought forth
good fruits willingly. He looked forward to a great Conference, on the
other side of the Atlantic, which should bring all the parts to one focus,
80 that there might be a general power united to spread the Gospel of
God ; and, as a member of that Conference, he could not but express the-
great satisfaction which he felt, and which he was sure the Conference
felt, with Mr. Ryerson’s statement. Both the circumstances and the
manner of it were gratifying —so Christian, so simple, so intelligent, so
satisfactory. He would add—May God speed the work !

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10.
MISSIONARY DEPUTATIONS.

The Rev. Dr. Beecham brought up the List of Missionary Deputations,
which was agreed to, subject to such alterations as might be found
necessary.

SABBATH OBSERVANCE.

The Rev. Robert Newstead was called upon by the President to present
the Sabbath Report to the Conference. It was a document of consider-
able length, and contained much interesting information on Sabbath
subjects.

Mr. NewstEAD introduced the Report by observing that he counted
it a privilege to have been able to bring the Report under the previous
notice of the President and Secretary of the Conference, and to hexe
availed hi";nszelr of the counsels of his friends, tne Betda W L Tourewm.
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and P. M‘Owan. It had been submitted at length to the Sabbath
Committee, and had given rise to a most interesting discussion, in the
course of which several valuable suggestions had been made, which had
subsequently been embodied in the Report. He went on to observe that
though the present was the first Sabbath Report ever presented to the
Conference by order, yet the official documents of the Conference bore
ample testimony to the care and vigilance with which it had watched over
the sanctification of the Lord’s Day.

Of the Report, it will be necessary here to give merely an outline. It
makes honourable mention of the labours and successes of the Lord’s
Day Society of London, and of the Scottish Sabbath Alliance ; also, of
the Evangelical Alliance. It proceeds to notice, with great interest, the
Working Men's Sabbath Prize Essays, and their pleasing and happy
results. The lamented death of Sir Andrew Agnew is touchingly dwelt
upon, and the fact recorded that the mantle of the deceased Baronet has
fallen upon his son, the present Sir A. Agnew. In adverting to the
present state of the Sabbath question, the Keport takes notice of the
cessation from the 1st of January last of the payment of Money Orders
at all the Post-offices in the kingdom, and the shutting up of the public-
houses, on the Lord’s Day ; the efforts of Mr. Hindley for the suppression
of Sunday Trading; aud the efforts of the largest towns in the kingdom
in favour of the non-delivery of Letters and Newspapers on the Lord's
Day. The Report mentions, with approval, the summary of principles
on which the Manchester Sabbath Society is based, and recommends
their adoption to other Societies which may be formed. An opinion is
given in the Report that, on the whole, notwithstanding recent glaring
innovations, the Sabbath question gains ground in the country, and grows
in public favour. In adverting generally to their own proceedings, the
Report states, that the Committee took strong measures in resisting Mr.
Locke’s Bill, and dwells forcibly on the terrible evil of Sabbath Railways
in their demoralizing tendency and effects :—condemning especially the
practice, which it is feared prevails in many places, of religious persons
using the railways on Sundays for professedly religious purposes. The
Report closes with a series of practical suggestions, among which are,—
the formation of Sabbath Committees or small associations in Circuits,
for the protection of the Sabbath ; the delivery of sermons on the Sab-
bath subject simultaneously; the priunting of a series of Sabbath Tracts ;
the disuse of the Post Office on the Lord’s Day, especially in the recep-
tion of letters ; with an appeal to Christian railway proprietors.

Mr. NEwsTEAD concluded the Report,—which was heard throughout
with marked attention,—by thanking the Conference for their patient
hearing. He finally read the resolution of the Committee, which is as
follows :—

“ The Report of the Sabbath Committee having been read and con-
sidered, the meeting expresses its cordial approval, and earnestly recom-
mends it to the adoption of the Conference; and also recommends that
it be printed and widely circulated, with such additions or omissions as
may be approved of by the Committee.”

The Rev. ALEXANDER BELL hoped that some of the passages contained
in the Report would be carefully guarded,—and particularly adverted to
one touching on the employment of conveyances for Ministers on the
Lord’s Day:

The Rev., P. M‘Owax said,—The sanctification of the Sabbath, serip-

turally understood, lies at the very foundation of o)l prectical and ex-
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perimental piety. Just in proportion as nations, families, and in-
dividuals rise in the scale of moral and religious excellence, they revere
and sanctify the Day of the Lord: and, in the same proportion as
they decline in civilization, in the love of the truth, and in moral and re-
ligious propriety, they slight and trample upon the Sabbath law. One
chief reason why the spirit and principles of the Reformation exist in
greater vigour and efficiency in this country, than in any other country
in Europe, has been, that we, by the grace and providence of God, have
‘been led to adopt more scriptural views of the Christian Sabbath, and to
pay a stricter regard to its sacred duties, than the nations in question.
One of the first and most ominous signs of backsliding, which we have
10 deplore in those who forsake their first love, is, Sabbath breaking, in
some one of its pleasurable forms. And, on the other hand, one of the
most common and satisfactory evidences of penitence and of piety, which
we witness among our new converts is, holy Sabbath keeping. On all
these accounts, I regard the Sabbath question as one of vital importance
to the social and religious interests of the whole human family. The
Report which has been read,—though, perhaps, too diffuse for publica-
tion in its present form,—is rich in valuable details and in judicious sug-
gestions ; and I have, therefore, pleasure in moving its adoption, and
that it be printed in a cheap form, under the care of our Editors. The
motion also recommends that our Ministers shall preach upon the duties
and obligations of the Lord’s Day, on some Sunday in the month of
October next. Now, in recommendation of this suggestion I would re-
mark, that sermons were thus simultaneously preached by our own Minis-
ters, and those of other evangelical bodies,—in the town of Hull while I
was statiomed there,—and the very best effects produced. Preaching
specifically on this subject will impart much instruction and warning to
our congregations, and especially to our young people: and, therefore, I
earnestly hope the resolution will pass, which I now beg to submit to the
. Conference : —

 The Conference adopts, with satisfaction, the Report of the Sabbath
Committee, and directs that it be printed under the care of our Editors,
and widely circulated through the Book-Room, among our people. The
Conference also approves, generally, of the suggestions of the Committee,
and recommends the delivery of Sermons, on the important subject of
the Sabbath, by our Ministers, on one of the Sundays in October en-
suing, which may be found on the whole to be the most convenient.”

The Rev. W. H. RuLE, after a few brief remarks, cordially seconded
the resolution.

The Rev. W. HorTox said—I fully concur in the general drift of the
Report, and attach great importance to the objects it proposes to secure.
I have found that a practice obtains in some places, which gppears to
me to involve a profanation of the Lord’s day. In some of our Sunday
schools our Juvenile Periodicals, as well as Hymn Books and Bibles,
are sold on the Sabbath. In some places, too, our Circuit plans are
sold on the Sabbath. Now, it does appear to e, that such trans-
actions, on the Sabbath are indefensible, and, in their tendency, most
mischievous. I wish to call the attention of the Committee to this sub-
Jject. I do not say that it should be introduced into the Report; but I
think something should be done to suppress these habits of buying and
selling on the Lord’s day.

The Rev. J. C. LEPPINGTON suggested that so many of the gractiesl
points presented by the different speakers, 58 tne Conierenta Wets speed
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on, should be collected and incorporated in the Pastoral Address to the
Societies ; that the subject would thus come regularly and certainly
before all the Societies, in the reading of that Address; and that the

opportunity thus afforded might be improved to make any additional

observations on so important a subject, which each Minister might see
ood.

The Rev. JAMES ScHOLES had reason to fear that, in the colliery dis-
tricts, some over-men, or other official persons, were employed in the
minee, for several hours, on the Sabbath, beyond strict necessity ; and
thought that, at our District Meetings, the subject ought to be promi-
nently brought forward, that by due consultation, avoiding all extremes,
there might be secured a more uniform maintenance of discipline in
reference to the Sabbath. Mr. S. also urged, that if, in connection with
‘Wesleyan Methodism, the work of God could be carried on, with & less
excessive and unseemly amount of travelling on the sacred day of rest,
greater good would ultimately be accomplished,—the preacher being
saved from improper exhaustion, a higher tone of feeling among the peo-
ple being secured, and the blessing of the Lord more abundantly resting
upon the devoutly conducted exercise of the sanctuary.

The Rev. Dr. BEAUMONT, after making some observations on the re-
marks of the preceding speakers, deprecated the too common practice
of obtaining money in Sabbath-schools on the Lord's day for religious
periodicals and other publications, and for other objeets, which he con-
sidered calculated to break down the moral tone, both of the children
and teachers. With reference to that part of the Report which recom-
mended that sermons, on the due observance of the Sabbath, should be
preached on a particular Sunday in October, he was of opinion, that a
frequent inculcation of the duty, as opportunity offered, would be more
effectual than if the brethren merely acted upon the recommendation on
one particular Sabbath.

The Rev. J. LouriT observed—The various excellent resolutions,
which the Conference had, in preceding years, passed upon this impor-
tant subject, had promoted the great duty of Sabbath observation,—as
well as strengtkened the hands of Ministers and Cliristian people. He
supported the adoption end circulation of the Report. He (Mr. L.)
differed entirely from Dr. Beaumont, in thinking that no particular day
should be devoted to bring—in at least one sermon—the obligation and
perpetual claims of the Lord’s day before the people. He submitted
that no day was so appropriate for that subject as the Sabbath itself.

The Rev. P. Duncax said—It would not, in his opinion, be sufficient
for promoting the better observance of the Sabbath, to point out certain
evils to be remedied. To effect that object, it would be necessary to dis-
place them by active habits of a scriptural piety. What they very much
required was, & higher sense of the value and solemnity of public
worship, as an instituted ordinance of God ; and he scarcely knew any-
thing which would produce this more effectually, than by an observance
of a rule, enacted some years ago, prohibiting a certain respectable class
of Ministers from leaving their own Circuits so frequently on the Lord's-
day. The results of this were deplorable. The wallsof towns were covered
with placards, announcing the popular preacher, and the worship of God
wa3 degraded into a mere performance, or public entertainment, to obtain
money. In many of the villages, the cause of some charity was to be

advocated, and not a few were in the habit of going from place to place,
. %0 be present on such occasions. These exhibitions were frequently of
a3
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the most disgusting description; for, through the noise of trombones,
clarionets, and other instruments of music, the very appearance of
religion was driven from the place. In the City Circuits, they had sub-
stantially the same evil, within their limits. Every little matter connected
with their congregations must be announced from all the pulpits; and if
this were not done for the very purpose of unsettling the people, and
sending them to other chapels, he wished to know what it was done for?
The effect of all this was too obvious,—public worship was degraded,
and in not a few instances the Sabbath was profaned. Let them, as
Ministers, keep more to their own Circuits. Let them be found in their
own pulpits ;—their people would then be found in their own pews ;—the
tone of feeling relative to the solemnity of public worship would be
elevated, and the cause of Sabbath observance would be greatly promoted.

The Rev. G. MARsDEK adverted to the superiority of this country in its
observance of thd Sabbath over many parts of the continent. In those
capitals where the Sabbath was neglected it had been seen that ‘ blood
had flowed through their streets,” and that the tone of morals was very low.
‘While it was evident that much needed to be done in Great Britain, yet
there was reason for thankfulness that this country had been preserved
from suoh deseeration, and that the divine judgements had been averted.

The resolution was then cordially adopted.

The Rev. W. L. THORNTON moved, that the cordial thanks of the Con-
ference be presented to the Rev. R. Newstead, the Secretary of the Sabbath
Committee, for his assiduous services in this department; and, in so
doing, Mr. Thornton bore testimony to the diligence of Mr. Newstead,
and to his own sense of the value of his labours. '

Mr. LEPPINGTON, in seconding the motion, remarked, that he hoped
Dr. Beaumont did not intend to include, in his censure, the free con-
tributions of either children or teachers to purely religious objects, such
as Missions, &c., for it was as proper that these contributions should be
made in a School, as in a Chapel, on the Lord’s-day; and it was very
undesirable to offer any impediment to the voluntary offerings of young
people towards the support of the cause of God.

The resolution having been unanimously adopted, was briefly acknow-
ledged by Mr. NEWSTEAD ; and it was understood that a Sabbath Ob-
servance Committee should be appointed at a future sitting.

SALE OF A CHAPKL.

Dr. ALDER requested and obtained the permission of the Conference,
for the Trustees of Argyle Street Chapel, Halifax, Nova Scotia, to sell
‘their present premises, in order to the erection of & larger Chapel.

NUMBEBS 1IN BOCIETY.

The Rev. TaOoMAS DICKIK presented the official return of the number

of members in the Connexion, wuich was as follows :—
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District. On Trial. Members. Increase.  Decrease.
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S8UMMARY.
In Great Britain—This year . 4
Last year ... 338,861
Net increase . . 9,413
In Ireland—Last year ...... 23,142
This year .... . 221
Net decrease..cocceeccecesrccacscsscnces 921
8,403
On the Foreign Stations—This year ...cceveeeeeenece 97,748
Lest year eee.cccorecncecsss 97451
Netincrease.eeecrcasccecsce 205

Total net INCrease.cve.cvesiseccsecrcesessssacencscsonsens 8,787

STATIONS.

The second reading of the Stations was commenced, and, with the ex-
ception of some reports on cases of discipline, occupied the remainder of
the day.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 11.
MEMORIALS, ETC.

At the opening of the Conference, this morning, the President stated,
that he had received several documents on matters which it would be
proper to mention to the Conference. He then proceeded to lay before
it a communication from the Registrar General of Births, suggesting
that, for the convenience of parties who might search the General Regis-
try Office, it was desirable that a list should be forwarded to him of Cha-

pels as they were included in the Circuits of 1847. After a brief conver-
#alion, it was determined to refer this mater to the Commitee of Privi-
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leges, who were to obtain the requisite lists, and compile therefrom one
general list for the Registrar.

A communication was read from the Secretary of the Association for
the Suppression of Beer Shops, asking the Conference to name some
Wesleyan Minister competent to give evidence before the House of Peers,
on the evils arising from such places of resort. No motion was founded
on this application.

A letter from the Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society of Birmingham was read ;
and various other documents and communications were laid before the
Conference, which were ordered to be officially acknowledged.

A memorial from several missionaries, stationed in Jamaica, on the
subject of allowances, occasioned some discussion. There seemed reason
to suppose, that a copy of this memorial had found its way to the editor of &
certain journal beforeit was transmitted to the President; butno one seemed
able to account for this irregularity. The Rev. Edmund Lockyer stated,
that he had brought over a copy for Dr. Beaumont, which he had conveyed
to him ; but to no other person had he given a copy. This brought up
Dr. Beaumont, who said, that he received the document referred to, but
had communicated it “ to no body or soul whatever.” He had neither
given “ substance, essence, nor circumstance of it to the Wesleyan Times,
or any other Times all over the universe.” He had not had time to read

.over all the statements accompanying the memorial, and he did not con-
ceive the Conference could hear them, they were so voluminous. If he
had known that one of the memorialists would have been present, he did
not think that he should have received the memorial at all; he should
probably have told him to state his own case. Mr. Scorr said he pos-
sessed a document showing the scale of allowances paid to the mis-
sionaries all over the world, which would rebut all the slanders that had
been circulated about “ cutting down” those allowances. He afterwards
proceeded to give a statement of the scale, as applicable to Jamaica, from
which it appeared that there was no just cause for complaint. Mr.

. Duxcan, formerly a missionary in the same field, was only afraid that,
from Mr. Scott’s statement, some persons might think there was extrava-
gance rather than parsimony, as to allowances : his conviction was, the
missionaries were just about as well off as the brethren in the best cir-
cuits in England, and not more so,—taking into the account the small
reductions which had been effected. He entered into some details to
show that, in consequence of the state of the currency, there was little if
any difference in value between the amount paid when he was a mis-
_sionary and the present scale. Some further conversation took place,
and a Committee was appointed to meet in London after the Conference
on the subject of the memorial.

A memorial was received from the Sherborne Circuit, recojpmending a
day of public thanksgiving for the success granted to.the Connexion
during the past year, and condemnatory of the slanders which had been

.circulated throughout the Connexion. It was directed to be duly ac-
Jknowledged.

EXPULBION OF MESSRS8. DUNN AND GRIFFITH.

The final consideration of the cases of Messrs. Dunn and William
Griffith occupied a considerable portion of the sitting on Saturday.
These ministers appeared before the Conference, and heard read the
xeport of the Committee on their cases. They then requested o ‘w
farnished with copies of the report for careful snd ddneruie croidy-

. Gd
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tion. At that time, the report, though read in the Conference, had not
been formally adopted, and their request was declined, unless they would
pledge themselves not to make public use of the report, inasmuch as it
might be subjected, before its adoption, to some modifications. Ata
sabsequent sitting, it was again read, and formally adopted. The objec-
tion to supplying copies being thus removed, it was resolved that the re-
quest should be complied with, and that their final answer should be
given to the Conference at the first sitting on the following day. Instead
of appearing, they forwarded a joint letter assigning their reasons for
refusing to submit to the requirements of the Conference. There being,
therefore, no other alternative, they were hoth solemnly expelled from the
Connexion. Only one hand was held up against the expulsion of Mr.
Dunn, and not one against that of Mr. Griffith. Pursuant to the previ-
ous decisions of the-Conference, Messrs. Walton and George were
severally admonished from the chair, in a very faithful but affectionate
address. .

The following is a summary of the proceedings in connection with the
expulsion of Messrs. Samuel Dunn, and William Griffith, jun., substan-
tially as given in the Wesleyan Times.

On Tuesday, at half-past ten in the forenoon, Messrs. Dunn and
Griffith, after refusing to answer the questions, retired from the Conference.
We understand they were moved to this step by the fact that Messrs.
Everett and Burdsall, under similar circumstances, were required to do se.

They were then kept in suspense from that period until noon on
Thursday, when they were informed that Mr. Bromley had, but without
their knowledge, presented a request, that they, with himself and Mr.
George, might be permitted to state to the Committee their reasons for
not answering the President’s question, the opportunity for doing which
had been denied them in the Conference.

At three o’clock on Thursday they attended the Committee, and found
present the President, the following Ex-Presidents— R. Newton, J. Bun-
ting, R. Reece, G. Marsden, J. Dixon, W. Atherton, John Scott, J. Hannah,
and S. Jackson; four Chairmen of Districts—G. Taylor, W. Burt, R.
Young, and H. Davies; and three members of the Manchester Minor
District Mecting—W. Naylor, J. Crowther, and G. Osborn.

After prayer, Messrs. Dunn, Griffith, Bromley, and George were requested
to retire until the Committee had determined on the mode of procedure.
In a short time they were informed that they were to be admitted and
examined separately. Mr. Samuel Dunn was the first called on. He
stated to the Committee his objections to the proceedings towards Mr.
Everett, and answered several questions which were put to him. After
being before the Committee for an hour, he retired.

Mr. W. Qriffith, jun., was next called, and was kept before the Com-
mittee for half an hour, when a similar course was adopted towards him
and by him.

The sitting of the Committee was then continued from five until eight,
during which time Messrs. Bromley and George were called in separately,
and made their respective statements.

On Friday morning last Messrs. Dunn and Griffith were summoned to
appear at the Conference at ten o’'clock. They met, but were not called
to its bar till after twelve o’clock.

The SEOBETARY then read a long string of resolutions ; and the Presi-

dent inquired if they had any observations to mske on the document that
&ad been read. .
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Messrs. Dunn and Griffith requested to be furnished with a copy, that
‘they might give the whole their careful and prayerful consideration. This
request was refused, on the ground that they might afterwards publish
the document,

Mr. BeomiLEY then came forward and said, from the nature of the re-
port of the Committee, and the apparent determination of the Conference
to proceed arbitrarily towards his two ministerial brethren, he was deter-
mined to share their fate, and should meet the Committee no more, nor
protest any further to the Conference against the illegal and unjust rule
of 1835.

Many attempts were then made to induce him to meet the Committee,
and especially Dr. Bunting, at three o’clock, and he at last yielded.

Messrs. Dunn and Griffith were then required to be present in the
Conference at five o’clock. They were in their place at the time. Not
a word was uttered on their case before eight o’clock.

The SECRETARY then read the resolutions of the Committee.

Their adoption was moved by the Rev. W, VEVERS, and seconded by
‘the Rev. J. P, Haswern. The motion was unanimously carried by the
Conference.

Messrs. DuNN and GRIFFITH then stated, that, as the Resolutions
possessed much of the character of an indictment, and contained charges
of which they had had no notice, they thought they had a claim to a copy
of them, on the ground of both British and Wesleyan law and usage.

This demand was resisted for a while.

It was then moved by Mr. W. M. Bunting, and seconded by Mr. John
Bowers, that the request be granted.

Dr. BunTING said that he was not afraid of their being published, tha¢
the Conference would most likely soon give them to the public, and that
they had better be furnished without a vote of the Conference, or any
pledge, as to the use that should be made of them.

The whole Conference instantly followed Dr. Bunting’s view.

Messrs. Dunn and Griffith were then desired to be prepared, at nine
o’clock on Saturday morning, to say whether they accepted the conditions
of the Conference, with the distinct understanding that, if they did not,
they would be expelled.

In the evening copies of the Committee’s Report were sent to them.

They declined attendance in the morning, but sent the following replys

To the President of the Wesleyan Conference assembled in Manchester. '

Mr. PRESIDENT,—On the Report of the Committee to whom the con-
sideration of our cases was referred by the Conference, we make the
following observations :—

1. That the Report states that we “ contumaciously refused to answee
certain questions solemnly proposed to us in the Conference.” This i
incorrect. The only question which we refused to answer was, “ Are you
the writer or author of the ¢ Fly-Sheets ?” Our reasons for this refusal
were :—

1. Because for two years we had refused to be tested on the subject }
and during this time it was never intimated to us that we were guilty of
contumacy, or of the violation of any law of Methodism.

2. B the Coufe; is now making obligatory what at first was
only permissive ; and the permission naturally ceased, as the Conference
of 1848 had not authorized the Rev. George Osborn to re-issue thae
Deelaration, . -
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3. Because the “rules and usages” of which the rule of 1835 is said
to be declaratory, have not been pointed out to us, neither do we believe
in their existence.

4. Because the recent application of the law of 1835, in the expulsion
of the Rev. James Everett, is NOVEL, inquisitorial, and despotic, opposed
2o the minutes of 1792 and 1807, to Mr. Wesley’s writings, and to the law
of Christ, Matt. xviii, 15—17. )

5. Because its application in the case of Mr. Everett does not come
within either of the objects for which, according to Mr. Grindrod, it was
intended.

6. Because, as we consider an answer to the question put to us by the
President would make us a party to what we deem an illegal, unjast, and
mnscriptural expulsion of a ministerial brother, we were fully justified in
declining to answer a question founded on a law jusuy designated as
¢ steeped in apostacy and unbelief,” “ false in its statements and wicked
iin its principles,” and “ flying in the face of the word and authority of
ghe Son of God.”

II. The permission to attend before the Committee, if * asked on our
‘behalf,” was not asked at our request, or with our knowledge.

III. The Report states that we * have recently pursued divisive and
agitating measures.” This we most positively deny; nor has any attempt
been made to prove the charge.

IV. The Report insinuates that inquiries have been made of those
brethren only ¢ against whom there appeared to be a reasonable and
sufficient ground of doubt or suspicion!” whereas it is notorious that
questions on the subject have been put to brethren against whom no
such ground of doubt or suspicion could exist.

V. The Report affirms that The Wesleyan Times is “ notoriously hostile
to the principles and interests of our Connexion, and that we, by our
communications to that paper, have been deeply committed to criminal
agitation ;” whereas no evidence has been given that such is the character
of The Wesleyan Times, nor of the number or nature of our communica-
tions to that paper; whilst, on the other hand, the Conference must be
aware that the Watchman has contained the vilest slanders on several of
its ministers, including the Rev. Joseph Fowler, when secretary of the
Conference, and yet there has been no condemnation expressed of the
ministers who have sent communications to it.

VI. The Report states thut the Wesley Banner is “ avowedly designed,
by means of appeals to the public, to correct the administration of
Methodism, thus attempting to supersede the authority of District Meet-
ings and the Conference!” whereas its design has been to promote  the
purity, conservation, extension, and perpetuation of Methodism,” and not
& line can be found in it expressive of an intention to supersede our con-
stituted authorities. Moreover, it was commenced in defence of brethren
who had been assailed in the Watchman, and not before the appearance
of the calumnious * Papers on Wesleyan Matters:” a publication issued
under the sanction of the Book Committee and of the Mission-house.

VIL. The Report states that we *have manifested general sympathy
with the spirit and object of the “ Fly Sheets.’” To what this refers we
are at a loss to conjecture, except it be our objection to the unconstita-
tional process employed to discover the author or authors.

VIIL Itwill thusbe seen that the Report contains several serious

affecting our “ moral, Christian, and ministerisl charactery Wt of these
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we have had no rotice, nor has any opportunity, therefore, been afforded
us to disprove them.

IX. As the coNDITIONS on which our connection with the Conference
is made to depend, imply great guilt on our part, while we are not con-
scious of any in this matter—insinuate our alienation from the body,
while we have not ceased to give full proof of our ardent attachment to
the Methodism of John Wesley, and are of so degrading a character as
if complied with, would necessarily counteract our ministerial influence
and usefulness, WE ARE NOT PREPARED TO SUBMIT TO 80 UNRIGHTEOUS
A JUDGEMENT.

‘We are, Mr. President, very faithfully, yours,

SAMUEL DuNN,
WiLrLiam GrIrFrITH.
Manchester, August 11, 1849.

The letter was read amid profound silence, and was listened to with
great attention. :

The Expulsion of Messrs. Dunn and Griffith was then put and carried
unanimously, with the exception of Mr. Bromley, who spoke a few words
and lifted up his hand against it.

Mr. WarToN was then called to the bar, and received a very severe
censure from the President, but replied not.

Mr. GEORGE Was also summoned, and censured with equal severity,
and replied, that, though he submitted to the decision of the Conference,
he was not conscious that he had merited such a reproof.

The second reading of the stations was then resumed and concluded,
after which the Chairmen of Districts were elected, and the Conference:
adjourned, at three o’clock, till Monday.

MONDAY, AUGUST 1318,

On the re.assembling of the Conference this morning, the Pastoral’
Address to the Societies was read by the Rev. W. L. THORNTON, and un-
animously adopted.

RECENT MEASURES OF CONFERENCE.

The PRESIDENT stated the substance of several communications which
he had received, relative to the expulsion of Messrs, Everett, Dunn, and
Griffith, and which showed that the parties from whom they proceeded
had been misled by erroneous representations. This led to a general con-
versation, in the course of which many members declared their opinion,
that it was desirable to counteract misrepresentations in such cases, and on
the general acts of Conference in relation to them, through some author-
ized medium. In the course of this conversation, the services which had
been rendered to the Connexion by the Watchman Newspaper, in uphold-
ing its constitutional principles and discipline, were acknowledged by many
eminent Ministers; and it was the general opinion, that the time had
come to give some public expression of the sense entertained of its ser-
vices. Ultimately, a resolution was adopted to the effect, that the Con~
ference should record its grateful sense of the services rendered to the
Connexion, by the Watchman Newspaper, during the last fourteen years ;
and that, whilst declining all responsibility as to its political opinions, and:
without pledging itself for the correctness of every sentiment in relatiom
to Methodist affairs, it recognised it as a vehicle of Wesleyan intelligence
which was free from those grave objections \o Writh ol iR
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tions, professing the same aims, had been found liable, and recommended
it accordingly to the support of the Societies and friends. It was also
‘resolved, that a Committee should be appointed to publish sueh Docu-
‘ments relatipg to the recent cases of Expulsion, as might be deemed
necessary to afford correct information to the public.

The Financial Secretaries of the several Districts were appointed ; and
it was agreed, that farther changes desired in the Stations should be re-
served until all the unsettled cases could be considered together.

DAY 8CHOOL EDUCATION:

The Rev. JoEN Scorr brought this subject before the Conference. At
that late period, they wonld probably not deem it necessary that all the
Minutes which had been read in the Preparatory Committee should be
again read. (Cries of “ No, no.”) If that was their opinion, he would
at once bring forward the resolutions which had been recommended by the
mixed Committee on the subject. The Rev. J. G. WiLsON read the reso-
lutions, the whole of which were adopted, and without discussion, except
in one instance where the Rev. W. M. BunTING took occasion to complain,
that the Committee had not objected to the Government measure for the
support of Roman Catholic Schools. Mr. ScorT was heard in reply,—
apparently to the general satisfaction of the Conference; and Dr. Buxr-
ING observed, that he went entirely with the plan adopted, and that bhe
could not refuse to do good while he lived for fear of some possible evils
which might occur after his death.

DECBASE OF A SUPEENUMERARY MINISTER.

Dr. BuNTIvG said, he had tp communicate the painful and distressing
intelligence, just received from Mr. Hoole, of the deatb, from cholera, of
the Rev. Thomas Harrison, formerly a Missionary in the West Indies, and
lately a Supernumerary in the Fifth London Circuit. The letter was a
very affecting one. Several other members of the family had previously
died, from the same awful disease, including his aunt and wife. Mr.
Harrison then “ set his house in order,”—made up some packages for the
West India Missions,—and sent one to Mr. Hoole, containing a cheque
of £250 for the Mission Fund, with the words— All his right, T. H.”
The next day, he went to Hampstead, and there died! A servant, as well
as another person in the house had since also died!

Several Committees on Chapel and other affairs were appointed to meet
in the afternoon ; and the Conference adjourned.

AUTOGRAPH RELIC.

At the Evening Sitting, the Rev. GEorGE OsBORN, addressing the Pre-
sident, said—I have the pleasure to offer to the acceptance of the Con-
ference an interesting relic—the Hymn Book used by ounr venerable
Founder, and written with his own hand. It is presented by Mr. SAMUERL
HieHFIELD, son of the Rev. George Highfield, on condition, that it be
preserved at Woodhouse Grove School, and that visitors shall see and
have access to it.

The Rev. Wu. Lorp moved, and Mr. OsBoRN seconded, that the re-
spectful thanks of the Conference be presented to Mr. Highfield for his
interesting and valuable present, and that a letter, conveying these thanks
Je officially addressed to him,—which was cordially agreed to.

The farther revision of the Stations was then entered upon, and oc-
owpied g considerable time. ' . .
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MR. BROMLEY'S CASE.

The Report of the Committee on this case was read by the Secretary,
and, after a short discussion, adopted by the Conference. It stated, in
effect, that Mr. Bromley disavowed having written or communicated any-
thing to any party with the intention of its appearing in the * Fly-Sheeta”
or in the ¢ Vindication ;”’—that he admitted that some sentiments, which
he had expressed in correspondence, had been, in substance, inserted in

. the latter publication ;—that he had remonstrated with his correspondent,
against the tone and spirit of that work;—and that he had engaged to

~give the Conference no further trouble as to his peculiar views of the de-
claratory rules of 1835. After such explanations and engagement, on
Mr. Bromley’s behalf, the Committee recommended that no further mea-
sures should be taken by the Conference.

CONTINGENT FUND.

A conversation arose, occasioned by a proposition made by Mr. Scott,
" vespecting the circumstances of the married men for whom no houses had
been provided. Mr. Scott thought that some additional grant ought to
be made to those who were in such circumstances, and had travelled nine
years or upwards. Mr. CusworTH would prefer an effort to obtain addi-
tional houses: he was in favour of setting apart £500 a year to aid cir-
cuits in this object: ten houses additional per annum, might thus be
obtained. Dr. BuxriNG felt disposed to approve of that idea,and thought
the time would soon come when a general effort must be made, after the
example of the Free Church of Scotland, to get manses or residences.
No decision was adopted by the Conference.

THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION,

The Report of the Institution was brought up by the Rev.J. Cus-
WORTH, and the several resolutions, agreed to be recommended to the
Conference by the Preparatory Committee, were unanimously adopted,

TUESDAY, AUGUST 14.
AMERICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The SECBETARY read the Address of the late General Conference of
this Body.

Dr. NEWTON moved its reception by the Conference; and the motion,
being seconded by the Rev. G. MARSDEN, was unanimously agreed to.

The Answer to the Address was then read by the Secretary.

A very interesting, and upon the whole satisfactory, conversation was
originated by some inquiries of Dr. BUNTING, addressed to Dr. Dixon, in
order to ascertain whether there was any increasing feeling of kindness
manifested towards the negro and coloured members of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in the United States, by their white brethren of a
kindred Church. In this conversation, Dr. DixoN and Dr. ALDER took &
leading part, and the former suggested that a congratulatory paragraph
should be inserted in the Address, on the position which the Methodist
Episcopal Charch North had taken on the subject of slavery. Dr. Buxr-
1NG supported the proposition; and with this addition, the address was
agreed to.

WOODHOUSE GROVE SCHOOL BUILDINGS.
A report on this subject was presented by a Committee appainted {ae

the purpose of ascertaining the expense of the pPropowd. consysmestasy,

{
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and different suggestions were offered on the best mode of meeting that
expense. After some discussion, in which Messrs. Prest, Cusworth, Jobson,
Scott, and others took part, the report was modified and adopted.

The final revision of the stations occupied the Conference till twelve
o'clock, at which hour, on the motion of Mr J. FARRAR, they were con-
firmed by vote.

ANNUITANT S8OCIETY.

The Conference then resolved itself into & meeting of the Preachers”
Anpnuitant Society. The President was requested to take the Chair ; and
the transaction of the Society’s business occupied the remainder of the
Morning Sitting. We regret to learn, that, in consequence of the increas-
ing claims on this Society, the Yearly Subscription of the Members is to
be somewhat augmented.

~ SHETLAND ISLES.

At the Evening Sitting, the Rev. JoEN STEPEENSON was requested to
report on the state of the work in the Shetland Islands, and the observa-
tions and views which he might deem it desirable to present to the Con-
ference as the result of his visit to those islands, by the appointment of
Conference. He stated that there are 17 Chapels in those islands,—that
the brethren appointed to labour there had, during the last year, been in-
creasingly diligent, and zealous,—and that, as the result, the Societies had
been revived and increased. The Bretbren were stated to have so con-
ducted themselves as to deserve the confidence and affection of the Con-
ference. On the motion of the Rev. G. OsBOB=N, the cordial thanks of the
Conference were presented to Mr. Stephenson for his valuable services in
the fulfilment of his mission. Several resolutions were also adopted with
_reference to the work in those islands, and Mr. Stephenson was appointed
.to visit them again next spring. The Report of the Chapel Advice Com-
mittee was read and adopted.

\ DISTRICT MEETINGS.

Messrs. F. A, WEsT, W. W. StAMP, and W. BABTON were appointed a
Committee, to draw up a suitable form for the order of business in District
Meetings ;—to be submitted to the next Conference.

DEPUTATIONS.

The PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, and Ex-PRESIDENT were appointed to af-
tend the next Irish Conference. Thbe Ex-PresipENT and Mr. G. OsBorN
to visit Scotland. The PRESIDENT and Mr. P. M‘OwaN to visit North
Wales. Messrs NAYLOR and Rige to visit South Wales. Dr. Ricrey
was appoiuted to be President of the next Canadian Conference, and the
Rev. Josy Ryersox Co-Delegate.

A day for spiritual conversation and prayer on the work of God, was
.directed to be set apart in connexion with the financial District Meetings.

AUXILIARY FUND.

The Report of this Fund was presented by the Rev. Joun Scorr. The
subscriptions in the Classes have increased,—but the private subscriptions
in June are not equal to what might be expected for so excellent an object.
The usual resolutious and appointments were agreed to. A resolution

expressive of the grateful sense entertained by the Conference of the in-
creased support given to this Fund in the Classes, was adopted ;—and algo
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one recommending additional efforts to increase the private sabscriptions
in June.

G. R. CaAPPELL, Esq., was appointed one of the Treasurers, in the
‘place of the late James Woob, Esq., to whose memory a deserved tribute
of respect was paid by the adoption of a Special Minute.

The Committees of several Funds were then appointed.

A long conversation then ensued on the subject of teetotalism. Various
minor matters were then despatched, and about nine o’cluck the reading
of the Conference Journal commenced. It occupied fully an hour.

After singing and prayer, this memorable Conference closed about ten
o’clock.

The next Conference will be held in London on Wednesday, the 31st
July, 1850.

PROCEEDINGS . OF THE CONFERENCE *

OF THE METHODIST MINISTERS IN THE CONNEXION ESTABLISHED BY
THE LATE REV. JOHN WESLEY, A.M., TN REFERENCE TO RECENT IM-
PORTANT DECISIONS AND ACTS OF DISCIPLINE.

Published by the Authority of the Conference.*

ADVERTISEMENT.—Aware that previously to its annual assembly, and
during its session, various misrepresentations of its proceedings were
in circulation ; and that, in all probability, erroneous statements would
continue to be put forth, in some cases for want of better information ;
—and considering that the Ministers and faithful people of the Con-
nexion have a claim to be supplied with correct and authentic state-
ments concerning its decisions and acts of discipline in cases of so
great interest and importance as some which have been recently deter-
mined, the Conference gave directions for the immediate publication
of such extracts from the records of its proceedings, and such explana-
tions respecting them, as may at once remove doubt and uncertainty
from all candid minds.

I
In order to a correct understanding of recent occufrences, it will be
necessary to speak shortly of the transactions of some preceding years.

The attempts which have been made to disturb the Connexion by means

of anonymous hostile publications may be traced back to 1844 or 1845,

when the first “ Fly Sheet” appeared. No. IL. was published in 1846,

and a second edition of No. I. and No. IIL in 1847. These papers were

characterized by intense bitterness of feeling in reference to certain ex-
cellent ministers, whom they described as  indolent,”  selfish,” “ artful,”

“ ambitious,” and “tyrannical;” and also by other personalities, so

grossly offensive and libellous, that the parties issuing them did not dare

to affix the name of either printer or publisher. Not content with endea-
vouring to damage the character of individuals who had hitherto been
regarded with the highest esteem, the writers attacked the administration
of the affairs of the Connexion in general. They declared that its re-
sources were perverted to uphold a system of favouritism, oppression,
and extravagance ;—that many of the public acts of the Conference pro-

* This document has been prepared and issued by the Committee tefertedtn st
the top of page 138, )
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veeded from corrupt motives, or were of a mischievous tendency; and
while suggesting extensive changes in its system of proceeding, and repre-
‘senting the members of Conference as enslaved, and longing for eman-
cipation, they exhorted them to vigorous and united efforts to shake of
the unhallowed yoke. The certain and obvious tendency—not to say the
avowed design—of these publications, was to destroy the mutunal confi-
dence upon which our Connexion is based, and to subvert, or at least
greatly to impede the operations of, our several institations.

At first it was hoped that the notorious falsehood and excessive viru-
lence of these papers would render them comparatively harmless, and they
were therefore suffered to proceed unnoticed. But in course of time this
hope proved not to have been well founded; and the silence of the
parties concerned was interpreted as significant of approval on the ome
part, and conscious guilt on the other. The Conference of 1847 there-
fore spoke plainly and decisively by adopting, with only {wo dissentients,
of whom Mr. Samuel Dunn was one; the following resolution : —

Certain anonymous papers, bearing no name either of the authors
or printers, having been circulated in our Connexion duaring the last year,
which contain many serious imputations on the integrity and disinterest-
edness of several of our senior ministers, and other official members of the
Conference, we feel it our duty to express our solemn conviction that the
spirit in which such publications originate is entirely at variance with
the law of Christ; and that the brethren thus wickedly and slanderously
‘attacked deserve onr sympathy and unabated confidence. And with re-
ference to the Rev. Dr. Bunting and the Rev. Dr. Newton, in particular,
the Conference gladly takes this opportunity of re-asserting those senti-
ments of affectionate respect which it has already more than once expressed
':ilré 3il:s published resolutions, particularly in the minutes of 1833 and
1835.”

Many now believed that this strong expression of opinion would putan
end to the agitation; but the series of anonymous papers wus still car-
ried on, and a new edition of the whole was advertised for public sale in
the spring of the present year. Inthe meantime circumstances occurred
which led to the discovery of one of the contributors to these justly offensive
publications. The Rev. D. Walton was accused before a Minor District
Meeting, of having been cognizant, and concerned in the preparation of
them, and that charge was sufficiently established. The Annual District
‘Meeting confirmed the proceedings of the Minor District Meeting, and
recommended them to the adoption of the Conference.

The Conference, after hearing all the documents relating to the case,
and the evidence adduced at the Minor District Meetjng, proceeded to
hear Mr. Walton’s appeal. It had been before ruled that the right to an
.appeal had been forfeited by his refusal to enter into the subject at the
May District Meeting ; but, as a matter of favour, it was most cheerfully
conceded to him. In the course of his address to the Conference, Mr.
‘Walton manifested a very different spirit from that which had character-
ized his defence before the District Committees. He expressed his regret
at the continuance of the system of anonymous slander among us, and at
the use which had been made of his M ipt by the publication of it
in the % Fly Sheets,” and stated that he altogether disapproved of the
spirit in which the “ Fly Sheets” were written,—and that the time was

come when, in his opinion, they ought to be put down, and must be put
-down ; and that he was willing to assist the Conference in putting them
down, 8o far as he could with & good conscience 30 £0 3 S0d 1t W pruwis
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that his brethren should not, in fature, be troubled with any eomphint!
of this nature, in reference to him.

Under these circumstances, the Conference was willing to believe that
it might be sufficient to a.dopt the Resolutions of the Manchester District
Meeting, though they had originally been framed with reference to the
‘private and personal rather than to the public and connexional aspect, of
Me. WaLTon’s Case. These Resolutions were as follows :—

1. That this meeting expresses its high estimate of the care, patience,
-and impartiality, with which the members of the Minor District Meeting
have investigated this painful subject, and its grateful satisfaction in the
christian spirit and ability with which the Minutes and other documents
of that meeting have been prepared.

2. That this meeting approves and accepts the report of the Minor
District Meeting; and, having entire confidence in the justice of the con-
clusions which that meeting has recorded, recommends to the Conference
the adoption of these conclusions, and the recommendations thereto ap-
-pended, viz : —

(1) That he (Mr. Walton) be solemnly admonished from the Chair,
by the President of the next Conference.

(2) That he be declared to be disqualified, for the present, for being
the Superintendent of a Circuit.

The adoption of these Resolutions was moved by the Rev. Richard
Reece, seconded by the Rev. Dr. Dixon, and carried, wtth only three dis-
-sentients, viz., Messrs. Dunn, R. Harrison, and William Griffith, jun.

IL

The lucid and impressive observations which have already been given
through the press, by the report of the speech which the President first
addressed to the Conference after his election, and also of his remarks
on introducing the * Examination of Character,” convey suoh felicitous
explanations of the principles by which the proceedings of the Conference
have from the beginning been regulated,* that it is thonght the following

- extracts from them will form an appropriate and illustrative introduction
' to the documents next presented.

[The observations of the President here referred to will be lound at

pages 55 and 56, and 66 and 67 of this Report. The official doca-
- ment gives at length the minute of the Conference of 1777 (misprinted
1775 at page 67) which was quoted by the President. 1t is as follows:]

Q. 6.—Are there any objections to any of our preachers ?

A.Yes. Itis objected that most of them are not called of God to
preach. This deserves our serious consideration. In the Large Minutes
we ask, How shall we try those who think they are called of God to preach?

Q. 7.—Is this method of trial sufficient—can we find a better ? Weigh
this matter impartially.

4. We cannot find any better method, any more scriptural, or more
rational.

Q. 8.—But suppose they were called once, have not many of them
forfeited their calling ?

A. Examine them one by one, and whoever has any objection or doubt,

# These principles have been constantly acted on, not only in the Conference, but in
all its District Committees, from the beginning ; nmi the parties who now object to the
. q; lication of them have fomerly submitted, withoat demur, to answer such qnutlnnl
ve been pro to them ; and must have repeated\y N
yfeoa to others, both in respect to w\mam\n\m\m
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concerning any one, let him now speak without any disguise or reserve,
or for ever hold his peace.—Minutes, Vol. i. pp. 128, 129.

IIL.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE IN THE CASES OF THE BREV. J,
EVERETT AND THE REV, J. BURDSALL.

1. The Conference re-asserts its general authority, and the general
suthority of the several District Meetings,—an authority in full accord-
ance with the ancient rules and usages of the Connexion, and supported
especially by the minutes of 1777 (Quest. 8, page 129, vol. i.), and the
Declaratory Resolutions of the Conference in 1835 (Quest. 23, pages
549, 550, vol. vii.),—to require a frank and brotherly answer from any
minister in the body, for the satisfaction of his fellow labourers, on any
question seriously affecting the peace, unity, and order of the Connexion.

2. In the exercise of this undoubted right, the Conference deemed it to
be its solemn duty to God, and to our body, to put a brotherly question to
Mr. Everett—which question he positively and peremptorily refused to
answer, expressing his refusal in terms, and in a tone, justly offensive.
A similar question was put to Mr. Burdsall, which he also, though in &
very different manner, declined to answer.

3. Unwilling to proceed in matters of so great importance without
calm and forbearing deliberation, the Conference postponed the further
consideration of them until nine o’clock the next morning, that Mr.
Everett might have time and opportunity to re-consider the determina-
tion which he avowed, not to purge himself at once, by a frank denial,
if innocent, from the suspicions reasonably, and on much presumptive
and circumstantial evidence, generally entertained respecting his guilty
connexion with, ‘or concern in, the authorship, editorship, compilation, or
distributiop of the anonymous printed papers intituled ¢ Fly Sheets.” - It
was desired that Mr. Burdsall also should have time allowed him for
further thought and reflection.

4. For this purpose, & deputation, consisting of our brethren Messrs.
Joseph Cusworth and William Vevers, was sent by the Conference to
Messrs. Everett and Burdsall, to signify to them that the Conference had
postponed the further consideration of their cases until the next morning,
that they might, as above stated, review their declared purposes, and that
the Conference invited them to attend its sitting at the hour appointed.

5. But Mr. Everett returned an answer, in which Mr. Burdsall con-
curred, explicitly refusing to attend, or to reply to any enquiries.

Upon a deliberate and careful review of these cases, the Conference
determines as follows:—

1. That, considering thatin its own conscientious judgement, and in the
expressed opinion of many of our judicious people, a decisive check
ought immediately to be given to the wicked, agitating, and divisive pro-
ceedings which have been lately pursued by the publication of the ¢ Fly
Sheets,”—as well as of other kindred productions,—and considering also,
that when Mr. Everett had the fairest opportunity afforded to him by this
Conference of purging himself from the strong and generally prevalent
suspicion of his being a partaker in such proceedings, he contumacionsly
refused to do it, the Conference feels it now to be its painful but impera-
zive duty, to * expel and put out” Mr. James Everett, from ¢ being a

member of the Conference, or from being in connection therewith,”
but accompanies this act of necessary discipliine With tehops and preger,
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that it may please God to bring him to a better mind, and guaide him into
@ different course of action.* ‘

2. That, with respect to Mr. John Burdsall, it is with unaffected grief
that the Conference has heard his refusal to answer the question which has
now been propounded to him,—a refusal which the Conference must
strongly censure and condemn. But, taking into consideration Mr.
Burdsall's former character and services, his advanced age, and the mental
and physical weakness which he himself pleads, the Conference refrains
from any further exercise of discipline in his case; yet it earnestly and
affectionately admonishes him to abstain from all divisive proceedings,
and to disconnect himself entirely from those by whom such proceedings
are carried on, or encouraged.

1V,
CASE OF MR. J. C. GEORGE.

The Conference received the following Report of a Special Committee
to whom the counsideration of the case of Mr. George was referred :—
viz. I. That John C. George having refused, in the presence of the
Conference, to answer certain questions which were officially put to him
from the chair, and having had the opportunity of meeting the Special
Committee for further explanation and enquiry, he repeated his refusal to
answer, alleging that he felt himself bound in honour to stand or fall
with other brethren who were in the same position with himself : but,
2ndly, That considering all the circumstances of the case,the Committee
deem it sufficient to recommend that he should be reproved from the
chair, and declared to be disqualified at present for the office of superin-
- tendent of a circuit. The Conference resolved to adopt the Report of
the Committee; and Mr. George was accordingly declared to be disquali-
fied for the present for the office of superintendent, and was solemnly re-
proved from the chair.

V.
CASE OF THE REV. SAMUEL DUNN.

At the Annual Meeting of the Nottingham and Derby District Com-
mittee, charges were preferred against Mr. Dunn to the effect, that by the
publication of a periodical, intituled the Wesley Banner, he had contra-
vened the laws and usages of the Connexion, endangered its peace and
aspersed the character of a large majority of its Ministers. The District
Committee state in their Minutes that it was in evidence before them,
% that the tendency of this publication is to promote ¢strifes and divi-
sions,’—that it greatly ¢ endangers the peace’ of our societies,—and is
dividing our people both in sentiment and feeling, of which we have some
painful instances in this District.” They thereupon recommend Mr. Dunn
to accept a proposition which had been made to him by Mr. Clarkson, to
withdraw the charges, on condition that the periodical should be at once
given up. But this recommendation, though strongly and affectionately
urged upon Mr. Dunn, both from the Chair, and by almost every Minister

* In pursuance of this object, the former deputation (Messrs. Cusworth and Vevers)
was again sent to Mr. Everett after the moruing ting of the Confe which he
had been invited, but had refused, to attend, and before the Resolution above recited
was &r:posed and carried, requesting him onoe more to present himself before the
Conference, and respond to its inquiries. But he again positively declared that he would
a no questi lating to the * Fly Sheets,” and that he would not attend. the
Conference, He was, aocordingly, expelled.
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in the meeting, he positively declined to accept. The District Committee
therefore having no alternative left to them, resolved thatthe Wesley Banser
vught to be discontinued, and required Mr. Dunn immediately to suspend
its publication. He again refused to do this, and appealed to the Con-
ference against the proceedings of the Comuittee. The Conference re-
eeived the appeal, and appointed a Committee to hear it. But when that
Committee met, Mr. Dunn declined to appear; requesting to be informed
from the President whether he was to consider himself as having incurred
the penalty of suspension, ipso faclo, by not having answered the ques-
tions of the Conference on another subject, on the preceding day. To
this inquiry the President returned an answer in the negative. Still Mr.
Dunn refused to attend the Committee; and as he thus declined to pro-
secute his appeal, the Conference unanimously resolved to confirm the
proceedings of the District Committee in his case.

VI

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CONFERENCE IN THE CASES OF TEE REV. MESSRS.
SAMUEL DUNN AND W. GRIFFITH, JUN.

The Conference after repeated enquiries and careful deliberation at
various stages of its anoual session, in reference to the cases of Mr.S.
Dunn and Mr. William Griffith, jun., referred the same to a Special Com-
mittee, whose Report having been received and solemnly considered, was
adopted as follows: viz. .

¢ It was stated that certain questions were solemnly proposed in the
Conference by the President to Samuel Dunn and William Griffith, jun.,
which they contumaciously refused to answer. Yet, in conformity with
the permission asked on their bebalf, and granted to them by the Con-
ference, these brethren were allowed to appear before the Committee, for
the purpose of stating any thing which they might wish to say on the
subject of their refusal to satisfy the Conference as to their innocence in
the matter of the “ Fly-Sheets.” And besides being heard and conversed
with at length upon that point, they were further questioned and reasoned
with, not only as to their past conduct, but also as to the security they
were prepared to give for their abstinence in future from the divisive and
agitating measures which they have recently pursued. But nothing satis-
factory waselicited. And their refusal to submit to the brotherly enquiry
deemed by the Conference to be absol'i!viy nucessary for the explanation
of their couduct in this business was peremptorily repeated.

The Committee, therefore, after the solemn and careful consideration of
all the circumstances of each of these two cases, unanimously adopted
the following conclusions :

1. That the aggravated sin which has been committed in the body by
the repeated publication and avowed defence of the “ Fly-Sheets,” and
the attempt which has been made to hide the authors and abettors of the
evil under the veil of a concerted secresy, have made it the imperative
duty of the Conference to avail itself of its original and constantly exer-
cised right of proposing such brotherly enquiriesas it may deem necessary
for its satisfaction in reference to any of the brethren against whom there
appears to be a reasonable and sufficient ground of doubt or suspicion.

2. That the course which has for some time past been pursued by

Samuel Dunn and William Griffith, jun., in their communications to the
Wesleyan Times—a paper potoriously hostile to the principles and
interests of our Connexion—and in the publication of Xne Weeley Ban-
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mer® as the organ of a small minority, avowedly designed by means of
appeals to the public to “ correct” the adminstration of Methodism, thus
attempting to supersede the authority of the District Meetings, and of the
Conference, to which any alleged grievance ought to be referred : together
with the general sympathy which has been manifested on their part with
the spirit and objects of the * Fly Sheets,” have furnished ample evid

of their having been deeply committed to that criminal agitation by which
the authors of the “ Fly Sheets,” and the Wesleyan Times in particular,
have so wickedly endeavoured to subvert the original principles of the
Connexion ;—and that the Conference would therefore have been pre-emin-
ently unfaithful both to them, and to its own solemn trust, if it had longer
refrained in these particular cases from enquiries such as those to which
they have been recently subjected.

3. That their declining, as they have done, to answer questions which
were officially proposed to them in the Conference by the President, in a
matter 8o gravely affecting their religious and ministeria! character, in-
volves a contumacy on their part utterly at variance with their own ori-
ginal and constantly repeated pledges of attachment to the discipline of
the Connexion, and equally at variance with the law of Christ, and which
cannot be tolerated and connived at without the utmost hazard to the
purity as well as to the peace of the body.

4. That under these circumstances, the following are, in the judgement
of this Committee, the only conditions on which the continuance of Samuel
Dunn and William Griffith, jun., in connection with the Conference can be
properly or safely recommended, or anything like justice can be done to
the true merits of the case and the interests of the Connexion.

First.—That they be reproved from the chair of the Conference and be
considered to be disqualified at present for being Circuit Superintendents.

8econd.—That they fully satisfy the Conference, if not as to their
recent conduct in the matters in question, yet, at least, as it respects the
course they will pursue in future, and that for this purpose, they give to
the Conference an absolute and unequivocal pledge of their resolution at
once to discontinue their publication of the- Wesley Banner and their
encouragement of other hostile and offensive publications; and that they
also pledge themselves to abstain from taking part directly or indirectly, in
any agitating or divisive proceedings, which may be pursued by others,
either as to recent acts of discipline, or as to the settled principles and
laws of the Connexion.

5. That failing these conditions, they leave the Conference no alterna-
tive but that each of them be forthwith put away from being a member of
the Conference or in connection therewith.”

A copy of the above report was furnished to Mr. Dunn and Mr. Griffith
respectively, and time was allowed them for the solemn and prayerful con-
sideration which they were earnestly exhorted to give to a matter of so
great importance.

By a joint letter to the President, which was read to the Conference at
its next sitting, Mr. Dunn and Mr Griffith stated that they were not pre-
pared to submit to the conditions on which their continued connection
with the Conference was made to depend. The Conference thereupon re-
solved (Mr. Bromley being the only dissentient) that Mr. Samuel Dunn,
baving stated in a letter to the President that he is not prepared to submit

* Mr, Griffith, in his interview with the Committes, distinctly and spontanecuslg
stated that he was equally responsible with Mr. Dunn for the puicaiinn yelercedis.
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to the conditions upon which the previous resolution in his case admitted
of his remaining in connection with the Conference, he be now solemnly
expelled and put away from being a member of the Conference or in con-
nection therewith. It was then declared by the President that Mr. Samuel
Dunn is accordingly expelled and put away from being a member of the
Conference or in connection therewith.

A similar resolution was adopted, without a single dissentient, in the
case of Mr. William Griffith, jun., who was also officially declared to be ac-
cordingly expelled and put away from being a member of the Conference
or in connection therewith.

——

Before the termination of its proceedings, the Conference unanimously
sdopted the following resolution :—

Resolved, That the Conference most affectionately and gratefully
acknowledges the exemplary Christian temper which its President, the Rev.
Thomas Jackson, has uniformly exhibited amidst the laborious and trying
occurrences of its present sittings ; the true principles of Methodism which
he has so ably and faithfully expounded and maintained ; the strict im-
partiality which he has observed in all cases; and the various other services
which he has rendered. The Conference presents to him its unanimous
and most cordial thanks, and renews the expression of its entire confidence
in him—offering its prayers to Almighty God that He may preserve His
gervant in health and peace, and grant him His special blessing in all the
duties and engagements of the coming year.

In presenting this short series of documents, it is impossible to refrain
from the expression of an earnest hope that the conclusions which have
been arrived at, with remarkable and almost unexampled unanimity on
the part of the Conference, will commend themselves to the approbation
of all who calmly and deliberately consider them, and are concerned to
promote the true interests of Methodism ; and that the ministers and peo-
ple of our beloved Connexion, now that so many occasions of strife have
ceased, will address themselves with new diligence and zeal, and with s
more abundant blessing from on high, to their great, primary, and all-
important work of spreading scriptural holiness throughout the land, and
throughout the world.

Manchester, August 17th, 1849.
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STATIONS OF THE PREACHERS.

(Official Copy.)

THOMAS JACKSON, PRESIDENT OF THE OONFERENCE.
(N.B.—Each of the places tioned in these stations is the head of a circuit. The
Superintendent and other minister or ministers ioned in or appointed to the
several circuits undermentioned, is and are appointed by the Conference to preach.
and to perform all acts of religious worship and Methodist discipline, in each an
every of the Wesleyan Methodist chapel: '""df d, or to be d, within each.
circuit respectively, within the space of twelve calendar months, at such time or

times, and in such manner as to him or them shall seem proper ; subject, nevertheless,
to the Superintendent minister.]

GREAT BRITAIN.
I.—THE LONDON DISTRICT.
Thomas Jackson (President of the Conference), Chairman of the District—Israel
Holgate, Financial Secretary.

First London (City-road, &c.)—Joseph Fowler, Isracl Holgate, Joseph
Hargreaves, F. J. Jobson, J. G. Wilson; Joseph Chapman, Joseph
Brookhouse, Joshua Fielden, Isaac Phenix, sen., Seth Morris, William
Brocklehurst, supernumeraries. George Cubitt and Wm. L. Thornton,
M.A., are our editors; John Mason is our book-steward. Jabez
Bunting, D.D., John Beecham, D.D., Robert Alder, D.D., and Elijah
Hoole, are the general secretaries for our missions; Walter O. Croggan
is the superintendent, under the direction of the Missionary Commit~
tee, of the Irish Missions and Schools.

Wesleyan Theological Institution—Dr. Bunting is re-appointed as
the president of the institution. Southern branch, Richmond—Thomas
Jackson, President of the Conference, theological tutor ; Saml. Jackson,
house governor ; John Farrar, classical tutor; John D. Geden, assistant
tutor. Northern branch, Didsbury—John Bowers, house governor;
John Hannah, D.D., Secretary of the Conference, theological tutor;
J. Crowther, classical tutor ; Benjamin Hellier, assistant tutor.

Uxbridge—John W. Greeves. N.B. Brother Greeves shall act under
the direction of the house governor at Richmond.

Second London (Great Queen-street, &c.)—John Lomas, George Maunder,
William Davenport ; Richard Reece, supernamerary.

Third London (Spitalfields, &c.)—Peter Duncan, Joseph Stinson, W. O
Booth, Theophilus Woolmer; John Chettle, James Baker, super-
numeraries. Thames Mission—William A. Quick, who shall change
once in each Sabbath with the ministers of the Third London circuit.

Fourth London (Southwark, &c.)—Timothy C. Ingle, Robert Thompson,
Wilson Brailsford, Samuel Coley ; Rt. Wheeler, Jas. Lynch, supers.

Fifth London (Lambeth, &c.)—John Hall, Thomas Pennington, David
Hay, Luke Tyerman ; Thomas Key, supernumerary.

Sixth London (Hinde-street, &c.)—Joseph Beaumont, M.D., Alexander
Strachan, William Clegg, William Arthur; Joseph Sutcliffe, A M.,
Joseph Lewis, William M. Bunting, John C. Leppington, supers.

Seventh London (Chelsea, &c.)—John Brown, lst, George Scott, Ist;
John Bicknell, supernumerary.

Eighth London (Islington, &c.)—John Scott, John Rattenbury, Thomas
Vasey, F.dward Lightwood, Michael C. Taylor; John Kershaw, sup.
Deptford—James J. Topham, John Lyth; Thomas Rogers, supernu-

merary. N.B. The superintendent resides at Greenwich,

‘Woolwich—Robert Newstead, Peter Prescott, jun.

Hammersmith—John Geden, George T. Perks,

H
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Croydon—James Rathbone, R. G. Badcock ; Edward Chapman, sup.

Barking and Romford—Ed. Sacket, who shall change once in every four
weeks, on the Lord's Day, with the ministers of the third London circuit.

Leyton—William Burnett, who shall change twice in every quarter of a
year, on the Lord’s Day, with the ministers of the first and eighth
London circuits. N.B. Bro. Buruett shall reside at Woodford, Essex.

‘Ware and Bishop Stortford—George Hurst, William Lees.

Cambridge—Joseph K. Tucker, Thomas S. Bowers, B.A.

‘Windsor—Samuel Young, John Hebb; John Nelson, supernumerary.

Chelmsford—James Walton, Isaac Phenix,jun.

Maldon—Joseph B. West, Francis T. Tranmer.

Colchester—James Ray, George Blencowe.

Manningtree—Thomas Jounes, 1st, Frederick Payne, Robert S. Ellis.
N.B. Brother Payne shall reside at Harwich.

Ipswich—John Newton, Joseph Pechy, Edwin Fice ; George North, sup.
N.B. Brother Peechy shall reside at Woodbridge, Suffolk.

Hastings—Henry W. Williams, J. W. Close ; James Lancaster, sup.

Sevenoaks—Samuel Lucas, 1st, Alexander T. James.

Tunbridge Wells—Alex. Kessen, LL.D., Edwin Thorley, Thos. Wilkinson.

Lewes and Eastbourne—Thomas Green, who shall change regularly with
the ministers of the Brighton circuit.

Brighton—Wm. Barton, John Harvard, John Jones, 4th. N.B. Brother
Harvard shall reside at Worthing.

St Alban’s—Maurice Britton, Thomas Harding, Richard Woodfin. N.B.
Brother Harding shall reside at Watford.

Guildford and Alton—T. Shaw, Wm. Colborn, J. Eglinton. N.B. Brother
Colborn shall reside at Alton, and Brother Eglinton at Godalming.
Dorking and Horsham—John Owen, Joshua Mottram. N.B. Brother

Mottram shall reside at Horsham.

II,—THE BEDFORD AND NORTHAMPTON DISTRICT.
Benj. Andrew, LL.D,, Chairman of the District—Thos Stephenson, Financial Sec.

Bedford and Ampthill—Joseph Entwisle, Walter Coates, James Hedges ;
Maximilian Wilson, William Dixon, supernumeraries. .

Leighton Buzzard—Jobn Wevill, Charles Carter, Henry Banks. N.B.
Brother Banks shall reside at Stewkley.

Luton—Thomas Stephenson, Benjamin John,

Dunstable—Peter Cooper, John Vanes; Joseph Walker, supernumerary.

St. Neot's—John D. Julian, John E. Cook.

Biggleswade—Wright Shovelton, John W. Wilson.

Hitchen—Thomas Dove, who shall change ou one Sunday in every six
weeks with the ministers of the Biggleswade circuit.

Huntingdon—John Coates, John Tucker, John Moore.

Northampfon—Benjamin Andrews, LL.D., Charles Clay; William Hinson,
William Taylor, supernumeraries.

‘Towcester—Thos. Pearson, 1st, Frederick T. Edmunds; Wm. Mowatt, sup.

Daventry—John Wood, 1st, William Ford, W. O. Aldom.

Newport-Pagnell—John Richards, 2nd, James Hartle.

Higham-Ferrars—Samuel H. Wardley, Henry Keet.

Wellingborough—John Cullen, John W. Davies.

Kettering—John Mann: Henry Fish, A.M., supernumerary.

Market-Harborough—William Jewett, John Walters ; Richard Eland, sen.,

sup. N.B. Brother Walters shall devote every other Sabbath to the
Kettering circuit, :
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Chatteris—William Griffith, sen., Thomas B. Goodwin.
Oundle—John Ingham, James Golding; Isaac Aldom, supernumerary.

1II,—THE KENT DISTRICT.
‘Thomas Martin, Chairman of the District—John Crofts, Financial Secretary.

Canterbury—James Cooke, 1st, Gregory A. Page.
Faversham—Jesse Pilcher, Charles G. Tarton.
Rochester—Thomas Martin, John Crofts, Benjamin Gregory.
Gravesend—John Hobkirk, H. J. Thomas, who shall reside at Dartford.
Sheerness—William Worth, who shall change on one Sunday in every

six weeks with the ministers of the Rochester circuit.
Margate—Joseph Hollis, Jokn G. Wilson, who shall reside at Ramsgate.
Dover—Thos. W. Smith, John Philp, Wm. B. Pope; James Jarrett, sup.
Deal—John Smith, Ist, Jabez Overton.
Rye—Robert Keyworth, John F. Moody.
Tenterden—John W. Dawson, Edward B. Pinder.
Ashford—Joseph Wilson, Henry Pollinger.
Sandhurst—Jabez Rought, Pascho Hoskins.
Maidstone—George H. Rowe, George Rowe.
Sittingbourne—Wm. Wedlock, who shall change on one Sunday in every

four weeks with the ministers at Faversham.

IV.—THE NORWICH AND LYNN DISTRICT.

Wm. Sharpe, Chairman of the District—Samuel Tindall, Finaucial Secretary.
Norwich—Wm. Sharpe, Mw. T. Male, Jas. Wheeler ; John Hanwell, sup.
Bungay—Samuel Trueman, John Livingstone ; Wm. Edwards, 1st, sup.
North Walsham—James Jounes, 1st, Charles Povah, Wm. Harley.
Yarmouth—Thos. Rowland, James Brownell; James Waller, sup.
Lowestoff—Francis S. Keeling, Thos. Batten ; Wm. Welborne, sup.
Framlingham—Daniel Hateley, Abel Burgess.

Diss—Robt. Colman, Thos. Brumwell, Charles E. Woolmer; John Rey-
nolds, lst, supernumerary.

New Buckenham—Benjamin G. Mitchell, Henry Needle.

Bury St. Edmund’s—John Sharman, George Elliott.

Holt—John M. Budden, Edward Fison.

Lynn—Samuel Tindall, Thornley Smith.

Swaffham—John Weatherstone, Wm. B. Dennis.

Downham—\Wm. Baker, jun., George Smith, 1st.

Walsingham—Richard Tabraham, Wm. Baddiley.

‘Wisbeach—Reuben Partridge, T. Hughes, 2nd ; Henry Cheverton, sup.

Thetford—Theophilus Pugh, Jos. Portrey, who shall reside at Methwold.

Mildenhall—Thos. Brothwood, Wm. Rodman ; Thos. Newton, sup.

Ely—Joseph Midgley, Sampson Cock, Joseph Simpson. .

V.—THE OXFORD DISTRICT.
Joseph Earnshaw, Chairman of the District—Charles Westlake, Financial Sécretary,
Oxford—Joseph Earnshaw, Wm. Hopewell.
High Wycombe—John Booth, Thomas Withington.
Aylesbury—George F. Driver, James Sugden.
‘Witney—Charles Westlake, John Dowty.
anbury—John Stevens, James Hughes.
Kineton—Edward Bramford, who shall change on one Sunday in every
month with the ministers at Banbury. .
Newbury—Wm. Davies, 2nd, Thomas R. Jones.
Beudmg—HThos. Hodson, Geo. Hagen; Samuel Leigh, Supernumetery.
2
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Hungerford—Charles Williams, Uriah Butters, Charles Willis,

‘Watlington—Edmund Lockyer.

Thame—James Bartholomew. N.B. The ministers of the two preced-
ing circaits shall change on one Sunday in every six weeks.

Brackley—John Pearce, Ebenezer Tovey, Samuel Robinson.

Chipping-Norton—Samuel Cooke, John T. Morley.

Swindon—Wm. Baker, sen., Alexander Puddicombe. N.B. Brother Pud-
dicombe shall reside at Farringdon.

‘Wantage-—Zephaniah Job, James Cook, 3rd. N.B. Brother Cook shall
reside at Abingdon.

VI.—THE PORTSMOUTH DISTRICT.
Wm. M. Harvard, M A., Chairman—John Knowles, 2nd, Financial Secretary,

Portsmouth—W. M. Harvard, A.M., J. Stanley, jun., John Crawshaw.

Gosport—George Beard, John Dawson.

Salisbury—Daul. Chapman, Wm. Hopkins; Wm. Tranter, sup.

Poole—James Cooke, 2nd, Richard Eland, jun.; James Hyde, sup.

Wimborne—John Fletcher, Peter Sharland ; Thos. Fletcher, sup.

Ringwood—John Bonser, who shall change regularly on the Lord's day
with the ministers at Poole.

Newport, Isle of Wight—Wm. Moister, John Parry, Henry B. Brown,
William Hessel. N.B. Brother Parry shall reside at Cowes, Rrother
Brown at Ryde, and Brother Hessel at Ventnor.

Southampton and Winchester—John Knowles, 2nd, Edward Crofts, Geo.
Turner, 2nd, James A. Macdonald ; Richard Waddy, John Willis, sups.
N.B. Brother Crofts shall reside at Romsey, and Brother Macdonald
at Winchester.

Andover—Thomas Bolas, Jacob Tarvey.

Chichester—John Knowles, 1st, William J. Dawson.

VII.—THE GUERNSEY DISTRICT.
John Shipman, Chairman of the District.
Guernsey (English)—Ninian Barr; Wm. Toase, supernumerary.
Guernsey (French)—John Renier, John de Putron.
Alderney—George Leale,
Jersey (English)-—Jobn Shipman, Wm. Worker; James Etchells, sup.
Jersey (French)—St. Helier's, Daniel Robin, Philip Tourgis; Amice
Ollivier, supernumerary.

Jersey (St. Peter’s)—Js. Hocart, who is the editor of the French Magazine.

VIIL.—THE DEVONPORT DISTRICT.

John Smith, 2nd, Chairman—James Mowatt, Finauncial Secretary.
Devonport—John Smith, 2nd, Samael W. Christophers, Henry Young,
Plymouth-James Mowatt, Thos. Wood, George T. Morrison; Thomas

Bersey, Hliver Henwood, Joshua Wade, supernumeraries.
Launceston—Humphrey B. Trethewey, John W. Roberts.
Holdsworthy—John Allin, John Shipham.

Kilkhampton—John L. Sanders, Henry M. Holland.

Liskeard—Richard Moody, Johu Locke.

Callington —William Saunders, Thomas Chope.

Tavistock—Jn. Ryan,2nd, Wm. Way; Nicholas Sibley, Henry Hicks, sups.

Camelford—Edward Branston, Wm. David Tyack; Jobn Robinson, sup.

N.B. Brother Tyack shall reside at Wadebridge.

Kingsbridge—Josiah Mycock, James Mitchell. N.B. Brother Mitchell

shall reside at Modbury.
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Brixham—John B. Alexander, Robert Rees. N B. Robert Rees shall re-
side at Dartmouth.

Ashburton—Samuel Brown, 1st, Henry Daniels. N.B. Brother Daniels
shall reside at Buckfastleigh.

IX.—THE CORNWALL DISTRICT.
Robert Young, Chairman of the District—Edward Nye, Financial Secretary.
Redruth—Robt. Bond, Edwin J. Sturges ; Wm. Thomas, supernumerary.
Camborne—Thos. Collins, Robert Lyon, Jobn Gostick. N.B. Brother
Gostick shall reside at Tuckingmill.

Falmouth—Thos. Hardy, Matthew Andrew; Robert T. Rundell, super-
numerary. N.B. Brother Andrew shall reside at Penryn.

Truro—Edward Nye, Michael Johnson.

Gwennap—Thomas Jewell, Hender Geach, John Hmop N.B. Brother
Geach shall reside at St. Day.

St. Agnes—James Pilley, James Fisher.

St. Austle —Elijah Toyne, Joseph Payne, Frederick W. Bnggs.

St. Mawes—Benjamin Carvosso, who shall change once in every month,
on the Lord’s Day, with the ministers of St. Austle.

Bodmin—Benjamin Elvins, John M‘Kenny.

St. Columb—William Harvie, Mark Symons.

Penzance—Robt. Young, John H. James, H. L. Church ; John Reynolds,
2nd, Ralph Scurrah, sups. N.B. Bro.Church shall reside at Newlands.

St. Just—Everett Vigis, Isaac Harding, -

St. Ives—Wm. P. Burgess, Ebenezer R. Talbot, A.M.

Scilly Islands—Thomas Robinson.

Helstone—James Edney, Peter Parsons, Thos. Osborne ; William Sleep,
Joseph Womersley, Charles Colwell, supernumeraries.

Hayle—Wm. Appleby, John Killick, John P. James ; Simeon Noall, sup.

Marazion—John Gregory, Elias Geake.}

.

X.—THE EXETER DISTRICT.

Wm. Vevers, Chairman of the District—John Hobson, Financial Secretary.
Exeter—James Grose, Wm. Seccombe ; James Odgers, Wm. Beal, supers,
Crediton—Thomas Leach.

Tiverton~~John Collier, W. F. Clarke,

Taunton and Wellington—J. Hobson, T. Jefferies ; Wm. Vevers, governor
and chaplain of the Wesleyan Proprietary school; J. Simmons, sup.
N.B.—Brother Jefferies shall reside at Wellington.

Bridgewater—Henry Ranson, H. B. Cox.

South Petherton—Thomas Catterick, John Hugill. N.B. Brot.herHugxll
shall reside at Crewkerne.

Axminster and Honiton—James Stott.

Budleigh Salterton and Ottery St. Mary's—Ralph Scott, George Moon.
N.B.—Brother Moon shall divide his labours equally between the
Axminster and the Budleigh Salterton Circuits. .

Bridport—Thomas Thompson, A.M., James Nance. N,B. Brother
Nance shall reside at Lyme-Regis.

Barnstaple—Samuel Beard, Henry Hayman.

South Moulton—James Sutch, James Hargreaves.

Bideford—John Williams, J. Mollard, J. Nowell, 2ud; J. C. Clendinnen,
sup. N.B.—Brother Mollard shall reside at Great Tomngton.

Dunster—John Saunders, W. Williams, 20d. NB. The supetimiendsst
shall reIsiule at Williton,

3
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Oakhampton—William 8. Bestall, Charles J. Williams, -
‘Teignmouth—Geo. Barnley, W. P. Slater, Jos. Exell, N.B.—Brother
Exell shall reside at Newton-Bushell, and Brother Slater at Torquay.

XI.—THE BRISTOL DISTRICT.
Joseph Cusworth, Chairman of the District—John W. Batton, Financial Secretary,

Bristol, North (King-street, &c.)—Joseph Wood, W.Hurt,J. W. Etheridges
Ph. D., T.S. Monkhouse; John Woodrow, J. Bowes, R. James, sup.

Bristol, South (Langton-st., &c¢.)—J. W. Button, J. Carr; J. Whitworth, sup.

Kingswood—James Allen, 2nd, Geo. Kevern ; Jos. Cusworth, governor of
Kingswood school; Samuel Jones, A.M., head master of the school.

Banwell—Joseph Crump, Thos. Sheers, G. C. Harvard. N.B.—Brother
Harvard shall reside at Weston-super-Mare.

.Stroud—Thos. Webb, Geo. B. Mellor, John Bramley ; Wm. Mowatt, sup.
N.B. Brother Bramley shall reside at Cirencester.

Dursley—John Crowe, John Anderson, Hy. Laugher; T. Talboys, Daniel
Osborne, supers. N.B. Brother Anderson shall reside at Eastington.

Downend (near Bristol) —William Davis, 1st, John Bissell.

Gloucester—John Smedley, Richard Roberts.

Tewkesbury—John Evans, John Thomas, 2ud; James Roberts, sup.

-Cheltenhawn—J Kirk, 1st, W. H. Coruforth, W. Edwards, 2nd ; F. Calder,
G. Robinson, sups. N.B. Brother Edwards shall reside at Winchcombe.

‘Newport ( Monmouthshire)—Aquila Barber, J. 8. Jones, W. Powell, 2nd;
Charles Haime, sup. N.B. Brother Jones shall reside at Pillgwenlly.

Cardiff —Charles Tucker, William Fox, 2nd. N.B. Brother Fox shall
reside at Pontypridd. The ministers at Cardiff and Bridge-End,
shall change once in six weeks,

‘Bridge-End—James Mayer.

Monmouth—Joseph Lowthian, Uriah Scott.

*Abergavenny and Pontypool—Hugh Carter, T. Rogerson ; T. Arnett, sup.
N.B. The superintendent shall reside at Pontypool.

Ledbury and Forest of Dean—J. Meadmore, J. Parsons, J. S. Workman.

Hereford—Sainuel Taylor, Joseph L. Ball.

XII.—THE BATH DISTRICT.

John Rigg, Chairman of the District—William Box, Financial Secretary,
Bath—1J. Rigg, J. Bromley; T. Adhton, F. B. Potts, R. Harding, supers.
Bradford (Wilts)—Hugh Jones, George F. White. N.B. Brother White

shall reside at Trowbridge.
Midsomer-Norton—William Box, Josiah Goodwin, Henry M. Harvard.
Frome—William Hill, Joseph T. Sanger.
‘Warminster—George Clement, who shall change with the ministers at
Frome once in six weeks.
Melksham—James Lees, Walter Vercoe.
Devizes—William W. Rouch, who shall change on one sabbath in every
six weeks with the mipisters at Melksham.
Shepton-Mallett—James Taylor, 1st, Thomas Flower.
‘Sherborne—James Smeeth, John Lesson; John Bustard, sup.
Weymouth—Edward Jennings, Joseph Watson. N.B. Brother Watson
shall reside at Portland.
Dorchester—Thomas Payne, Charles Howe.
Shaftesbury—John W. Cotton, James S. Haigh.
Glastonbury—H, V. Olver, John S. Jones.
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¢ XIIf.—THE YIBRST SOUTH WALES DISTRICT.—(ENGLISH.)
Joseph Pratten, Chairman of the District—William Bytheway, Financial Secretary.
Swansea—Joseph Pratten, J. G. Avery; Evan Parry, sup. N.B. Brother
" Avery shall reside at Neath.
Merthyr-Tydvil—Joseph Fletcher, John Collier, Joseph pencer.
Brecon—Paul Orchard, Paul Orchard, jun.
Larmarthen—John Morgun, Alexander T. Wear; Thomas Warren, mp.
N.B. Brother Weir shall reside at Llanelly.
‘Haverford, West—Wm. Bytheway, Aaron Langley; W. Williams, 1st, sup.
N.B. Brother Langley shall reside at Milford.
Pembroke—Thomas Heeley, John Martin.

XIV.—THE SECOND SOUTH WALES DISTRICT.—(WEL8H.)

Thomas Jones, 2nd, Chairman of the District —Isaac Jenkins, Financial Secretary.
‘Merthyr-Tydvil—Rowland Hughes, Ebenezer Morgan.
€rickhowell—Owen Owen, Lewis Williams.

Cardifi —Henry Wilcox, Joseph Jones.

Cowbridge—John Reeves. N.B. Brother Jones shall divide his labours
between the Cardiff and Cowbridge circuits. The superintendents shall
change on one Sunday in every two months.

Brecon—Timothy Jones.

‘Llandilo—E. Richard; M. Griffith, sup. N. B The ministers in the Bre-

_ con and Llandilo circuits are to change on dne Sunday in every quarter.

Carmarthen—Thomas Jones, 2nd, John Herbert; Hugh Hughes, sup.

Swansea—Robert Williams ; William Hughes, Evan Hughes, supers.

Cardigan—Robert Owen, Richard Evans, Griffith Hughes, super. N.B.
The superintendent shall reside at Lampeter.

St. David’s—Isaac Jenkins. N.B. The ministers in the Cardigan and St.
David’s circuits are to change on one Sunday in every quarter.

Aberystwith—John Lloyd, David Jones, 2nd.

Machynlleth—William Rowlands; William Evans, sup. N.B. The min-
isters in the Machynlleth and Aberystwyth circuits shall change on one
Sunday in every six weeks. *

Llanidloes—Benjamin Roberts, book-steward; John Jones, 3rd, editor;
Edward Jones, lst, supernumerary.

XV.—THE NORTH WALES DISTRICT.—(WELSH.)

" Edward Anwyll, Chairman of the District—Johu L. Richards, Financial Secretary.

Ruthin and Denbigh—John Bartley, David Williams.

Llangollen—John L. Richards, John Evans.

Corwen—James Jones, 2nd. N.B. Brother Evans shall divide his labours
between the Llangollen and Corwen circuits. The superintendents
shall change on two Sundays in every quarter.

‘Llanrwst—Edward Anwyll, John R. Chambers, Evan Davies. N.B. The
superintendent shall reside at Abergele.

Holywell—- William Owen, Thomas Morris.

Mold—John Richards, Isaac Jones.

Llanasa (near Holywell)—Lewis Jones. N.B. The ministers of the
Llanasaand Holywell circuits shall change on two Sundays every quarter.

Beaumaris—Humphrey Jones, William Jones.

Amlwich—Methusaleh Thomas. N.B. Brother W. Jones shall divide his
labours between the Beaumaris and Amlwich circuits. The superin-
tendents shall change on two Sundays in every six weeks.

Carnarvon—David Gravel,
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Bangor—Richard Bonner, Evan Pugh. N.B. The ministers of the two
preceding circuits shall change on two Sundays in every quarter.

.Pwllhelli—Robert Jones, 1st; Evan Edwards, supernumerary,

Barmouth—David Evans, William Davies, 8d. N.B. The ministers of
the two preceding circuits shall change on two Sundays in every quarter.

Dolgelly—John Hughes, Daniel Jones.

Llanfyllen—Richard Prichard, Robert Jones, 2d ; William Batten, David
Jones, 1st, supernumeraries,

Llanfair—William Powell. N.B. The ministers of the two preceding
circuits shall change on two Sundays in every quarter.

XVI.—THE BIRMINGHAM AND 8HREWSBURY DISTRICT.

James Dixon, D.D., Chairman of the District—John Bedford, Financial Secretary,

Birmingham, West (Cherry-street, &c.) —James Dixon, D.D., Wm. H. Rule,
William Wilson, 3d, Edward Brice; James Heaton, Robert Melson,
‘William Bridgnell, supernumeraries.

Birmingham, East (Belmont-row, &c.)—Joseph Roberts, 1st, John Bed-
ford, John Hartley; Benjamin Wood, supernumerary.

‘West Bromwich—W., Jackson, 1st, William H. Sargent.

‘Wednesbury—James Shoar, Wm. Tarr, Benjamin Slack, John Keightley :
Joseph Hunt, supernumerary.

‘Walsall—Thos. Edwards, J. Sterzaker, Jas. Parkes; Jabez Yardley, sup.

Wolverhampton—R. S8herwell, James Osborn, James Clapham.

Dudley—Jas. Allen, 1st, J. W. Thomas, R, Sergeant; Wm. Homer, sup.

Stourbridge—William Piggott, Christopher Ridler, Richard Hardy.

8tourport —Henry Powis, Edward Russell; Jacob Stanley, sen., sup.

Worcester—Elijah Morgan, James H. Rigg.

Bromsgrove—Charles Janion, who shall change on one Sabbath in every
six weeks with the ministers at Redditch. :

Evesham—William Culcheth, Joseph Bate.

Redditch—John Walsh, S8amuel Haigh.

Loventry—James Cheeswright, John Roberts, 2nd.

Leamington—William D. Goy, George Curnock.

Stratford-upon-Avon—Thomas Denhatn, who shall change on one Sab-
bath in every month with the ministers at Leamington.

Hinckley—Charles Vibert, John Smithson ; William Stokes, sup.

Shrewsbury—John Tindall, Anthony Ward.

Madeley—Jas. B. Holroyd, Geo. Hughes, John Smart, Wm. H. Bakewell,

‘Wellington—William Ricketts, Thomas Jeffrey, John Bramwell.

Ludlow—John B, Whittingham, Jas. Emory, Humphrey Parsons, sup.

Kington—Joseph T. Wilkinson, John Nelson, 2d.

XVIL—THE MACCLESFIELD DISTRICT.
Corbett Cooke, Chairman of the District—William Chambers, Financial Secretary.
Macclesfield—Corbett Cooke, Nehemiash Curnock, William R. Rogerss
Joseph Mood. N.B. Brother Rogers shall reside at Bollington.
Buxton—Thomas A. Rayner, Robert J. T. Hawksley.
Congleton—John D. Carey, Thomas Brookes.
Namptwich and Crewe—Abraham Watmough, William Henley. N.B.
Brother Henley shall reside at Crewe.
Northwich—Ebenezer Moulton, Thomas Richardson.
Barslem—Barnard Slater, Levi Waterhouse. N.B. Brother Waterhouse
. shall reside at Hanley.
Tu.natall—Andrew Mackintosh, Charles Rewlings. N.B. Brother Raw-
lings shall reside at Kidsgrove.
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Newcastle-under-Lyne—Samuel Atkinson, Charles Nightingale.
Longton—William Chambers, William Allen, 3d. N.B. Brother Allen
shall reside at Stoke.
Stafford—Charles Hawthorne, Thomas Hulme,
Leek—Thos. Hickson, Wm. Brailey, John P. Johnson ; Wm. Wears, sup.
Uttoxeter—Jonathan Barrowclough, Edward A. Telfer.
Cheadle—Matthew Salt. N.B, Brother Salt shall change on one Sabbath
in every four weeks with the ministers at Uttoxeter.

XVIII—THE LIVERPOOL DISTRICT.
William W. Stamp, Chairman of the District—Willlam H. Taylor, Pinancial Sec.
Liverpool, North (Brunswick Chapel, &c.)—Wm. W. Stamp, Wm. Illing-
worth, 8. R. Hall ; Geo. Highfield, John Davies, Thos. Stead, supers.
Liverpool, South (Pitt street, &c.)—Peter M‘Owan, George Roebuck,
William H. Taylor, William Willan ; Calverley Riley, supernumerary.

Liverpool, Welsh (Benn's Gardens, &c.)—Lot Hughes, Thomas Aubrey ;
Samuel Davis, 1st, supernumerary.

Chester—Charles Cheetham, Jos Akrill; Isaac Lilly, John Jones, 2d, sups.

Mold and Buckley Mount—Felix H. Pickworth, who shall change with
the ministers of the Chester circuit once in every six weeks.

Carnarvon and Bangor (English)—John Bowman.

Holyhead—Wm. T. Nelson. N.B. Brother Bowman and Brother Nelson
shall change on two successive Sundays in each quarter of a year.

‘Wrexham—Robt. Mainwaring, John Eaton, who shall reside at Oswestry.

‘Whitcharch (Salop)—Robert Totherick, Benjamin Smith.

‘Warrington—Samuel Broadbent, George Dickinson.

Runcorn—Robert H. Hare, W. P. Peck, who shall reside at Frodsham.

St. Helen's and Prescott—Joshua Hocken, Robert Dyson.

Southport and Ormskirk—Jumes Miller, Wm. H. Lewis; John Phillips,
supernumerary. N.B. Brother Lewis shall reside at Ormskirk.

‘Wigan—Thomas Moss, James Allen, 3d.

Preston and Chorley—James E. Moulton, Thomas Kent, Joshua Priestly ;
Jos. Meek, supernumerary. N.B. Brother Kent shall reside at Chorley.

Garstang—Thomas Burrows, George Mather, Richard Smetham. N.B.
Brother Mather shall reside at Fleetwood.

Lancaster—William Coultas, James Faulkuer.

Newtown—Janes Eacott, Edward Watson ; John Nicklen, supernum.

XIX.—THE MANCHESTER AND BOLTON DISTRICT.
Robert Newton, D.D., Chairman—Jonathan Crowther, Financial Secretary.

First Manchester (Oldham-street, &c.)—Wm. Naylor, Samuel Simpson,
Thos. Nightingale, Geo. C. Taylor ; Walter Hussey, Abraham Stead, sups.

Second Manchester, (Irwell-street, &ec,)—Richd. Ruy, Jonathan J. Bates,
Thomas Capp, John Kirk, 2d ; Thomas Slugg, supernumerary.

Third Manchester (Grosvenor-street, &c.)—Charles Haydon, William
Elton, Henry Castle.

Fourth Manchester (Bridgewater-street, &c.)—Wm. Kelk, Wm, Webb,
1st; Wm, Shelmerdine, S8up. (Welsh)-—Sam. Davis, who shall act un-
der the direction of the superintendent of the fourth Manchester circuit.

Fifth Manchester (Oxford-road, &c.)—George Osborn, Alfred Barrett,
Samuel Wilkinson, 2d; Robert Wood, supernumerary,

Altrincham—James Rosser, who shall change on one Sunday in every six
weeks with the ministers of the Fourth Menchester Cireuin:; Wibess
M ‘Klm}'ilck, supernumerary,

o



Stockport, North (Tiviot-Dale)—Robert Newton, D.D., Isaac Keeling,
William T'. Radcliffe, William Spencer.

Stockport, South (Hill Gate, &e.)—John Brandreth, John T. Yeates.

New Mills—John Connon, Stephen P. Harvard.

Glossop—John Raby, Nicholas C. Pridham ; George Marsden, sup.

Ashton-under-Lyne—John Boyd, Wm. H. Bambridge, Chas. B. Ritchie;
Luke Heywood, sup. N.B. Brother Bambridge shall reside at Hyde.

Oldham—Robert Heys, Joseph Moorhouse ; John Hesap, supernumerary.

Delph (Saddleworth)—Wm. Bramford, who shall change on one Sabbath
in every five weeks with the ministers at Oldham.

Bolton—John M‘Owan, John E. Coulson, Jas. Little, Fredk. F. Woolley.
N.B. Brother Woolley shall reside at Farnworth.

Rochdale—Joseph Rayner, Samuel Merrill.

Burnley—Thomas Dunn, John M. Kirk, John Clulow.

Bury—William Bond, John Vine, John J. Dredge.

Blackburn—Benjamin Clayton, Francis W. Greeves.

Haslingden—B. Frankland, John Hearnshaw, Josiah Pearson.

Bacup—Abel Dernsaley, Wm. Exley; Samuel Sugden, supernumerary.
N.B. Brother Exley shall reside at Longholme, Rawtenstall.

Colne—Thomas Turner, John G. Cox.

Clitheroe—Dixon Naylor, George Abbott.

Leigh—John Jackson. N.B. Brother Jackson shall change on one Sab-
bath in every six weeks with the ministers at Bolton.

XX.—THE HALIFAX AND BBRADFORD DISTBICT.

Francis A. West, Chairman of the District—Henry H. Chettle, Financial Secretarys

Halifax— George Turner, 1st, Henry H. Chettle, Elijah Jackson, Joseph
Millar; Michael Cousin, John W. Barritt, supernumeraries.

Huddersfield, First(Queen-street, &c.)—G. B. Macdonald, W. R. Williams.

Huddersfield, Second (Buxton-road, &c.)—Francis A. West, Amos Lea~
royd, Edmund Knaggs.

Holmfirth—John Wilson, 1st, J. Hanson, Joseph Garrett ; T. Hill, sap.

Sowerby-bridge—Isaac Denison, John Ward, 1st, Joseph Binns.

Todmorden—John Bell, Robert 8. Hardy, John Luddington.

Denby-Dale (near Huddersfield)—James Bate, Peter Featherstome. '

Bradford, West (Kirkgate Chapel, &c.)—Edward Walker, John Morris;
Stephen Wilson, Joseph Pretty, supernumeraries.

Bradford, East (Eastbrook Chapel, &c.)—Wm. Bird, Daniel Walton,
James D. Brocklehurst.

Great Horton (near Bradford)—J. T. Barr, John Ward, 2nd.

Keighley—J. Beckwith, H. Richardson, J. H. Lord. N.B. Brother Richard-
sonshallreside at Haworth. Letters tobe sent to Haworth, near Keighley.

Bingley—S8amuel Allen, George Greenwood.

Shipley—Benjamin Gartside, who shall change on one Sabbath in every
five weeks with the ministers at Bingley.

8kipton—William Levell, Richard Petch.

Addingham—Thomas Murray, Matthew Giles.

©rassington—James Lemmon, who shall change on one Sabbath in every
8ix weeks with the ministers at Skipton:

Seftle—C. Newton, T. H. Brocklehurst.

XXI.—THE LEEDS DISTRICT.
Wm. Atherton, Chairman of the District—Peter C. Horton, Financial Secretary.
Firss. Eeeds (Brunswick Chape, &c.)—Robt. Jackson,Geo. Siwward, Thos.
Williams, 1st; Isaac Turton, John Bosihouse, wageronmensian. .
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Second Leeds (Oxford-place Chapel, &c.)—Jayes Methley, John Bartow,
Rebert Leske, Alexander M‘Auiay.

Third Leeds (St. Peter’s Chapel, &c.)—John P. Haswell, Joseph Lawtom,
Thomas O. Keysell. . v

Fourth Leeds (Wesley Chapel, &c.)—T. H. Squance, Jolm Watson,
Richard Chapman.

Bramley (near Leeds)—Benjamin €lough, James Kendall, 1st, Robt. M.
Wilcox ; Charles Radcliffe, supernumerary.

‘Wakefieldi—Wm. Atherton, Josh. T. Milner, P. C. Horton, Gervase Smitht

Birstal—Benjamin Pearce, John Sumner, James P. Fairburn ; Hodgwen
Casson, John Hodgson, Jas Fowler, supernumeraries.

Dewsbury—Richard Heape, Wm. J. Shrewsbury, William Dawson. N.B,
Brother Dawson shall reside at Mirfield.

Knaresborough—Josiah Hudsen, John P. Lockwood ; Luke Barlow, sap.

Otley—Wm. Ash, Wm. Winterburn ; Wm. Waterhouse, supernumerary.

Pateley Bridge—Abraham Crabtree, William Wilson, 4th,

Pontefract—Samuel Fiddian, Samuel Hooley, John Harding, Calvert
Spensley; John Sedgwick, Thomas Moxon, Joseph Nicholson, supez-
numeraries, N.B. Brother Harding shall reside at Knottingley.

Cleckheaton—John Walker, Jabez Ingham. N.B. Brother Ingham shall
reside at Brighouse.

Yeadon (near Leeds)—Leonard Posnet.

‘Woodhouse Grove—Wm. Sleigh, John 8. Ridsdale; Wm. Lord, governor
of Woodhouse Grove School. N.B. 1. Brother Ridsdale shall divide
his labours between the Yeadon and Woodhouse Grove Circuits. 2.
Letters to the Superintendent should be directed to Idle, near Brad-
ford; and letters for the School should be directed to Woodhouse
Grove, Apperley-bridge, near Leeds.

XXII—THE SHEFFIELD DISTRICT.
Thomas Harris, Chairman of the District—John C. Pengelly, Financial Secretary.
Sheffield, West (Carver-street, &c.)—Wm. Allen, ist, Thomas P, Clarke,
John Hornby, Daniel West; Samuel D. Waddy, governor and chaplain
of the Wesleyaun Proprietary School ; John Maclean, supernumerary.
Sheflield, East (Norfolk-street, &c.)—Thos. Harris, Richard Felvus, John
C. Pengelly, Edward Jones, 2nd.
Chesterfield—William Parker, William Lindley.
Bakewell—Robert Harrison, William Jackson, 3rd.
Bradwell —Moses Rayner, Joseph Sutton.
Rotherham—Edward Sumner, Richard Brown.
Wath—Adam Fletcher, William Sugden.
Doncaster—T. Dickin, J. Laycock, Wm. Jessop; T.Garbutt, Ist, super.
Barnsley—Ralph R. Keeling, Samuel Simmons.
Retford—Joseph Burgess, John Roberts. 1st, George Hobill.
‘Worksop—James Brooke, Henry J. Staley.

XXIIL—THE NOTTINGHAM AND DERBY DISTRIOT.
George Taylor, Chairman of the District—James Loutit, Financial Secretary, '
Nottingham, South (Halifax Chapel, &e.)—Robt. Maxwell, James Loutit,
Samuel Walker; Daniel 8. Tatham, supernumerary.
Nottingham, North (Wesley Chapel, &c.)—George Taylor, Robert M.
Macbrair, A. M., William Fox, 1st.
1lkestone-—William Dalby, George Buckley.
Mansfield—John C. George, James Godden ; Ticherd Mlwn,wew. -
Newsck—Wm. B, Stephenson, John Banderegn; Jdun. Widdme, wep
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Bingham-—Martin Jubb, William Allen, 4th. ’

Leicester—Stephen Kay, Rd. Rymer; John Denton, David Deakin, sups.

Melton-Mowbray—Henry Wilkinson, William H. Robson.

Oskham—Timothy R. Moxon, Andrew Rennard. N.B. Brother Rennard
shall reside at Uppingham.

Stamford—Henry Kirkland, Robert Brown,

Grantham—Thomas Armson, Thomas Rowe, Edward Harrison.

Peterborough—Thomas Rodham, Jobn Hirst, Thomas Derry.

Loughborough—David Cornforth, Frederick Slight.

Castle-Donington—John Parkes, Rupert Chawner.

Derby—William H. Clarkson, John Lambert, John Relph.

Ashbourne—William Exton, who shall change once in every month with
the ministers at Derby.

Belper—George Birley, Henry Hine.

Ripley, near Alfreton—Samuel Tims, George Smith, Srd.

Ashby-de-la-Zouch—Joseph Cheesewright, William Swallow.

Burton-on-Trent—James Wilson, John B. Dyson.

Cromford—John Hague, John F. England.

XXIV.—THE LINCOLN DISTRICT.

‘William Bacon, Chairman of the District—John Stepbenson, Financial Secretary.
Lincoln—William Bacon, Peter Budd, William Cattle, Thomas S. Wood.
Sleaford—Joseph Floyd, John Nicholson, Philip Fowler.
Market- Rasen—Thomes Eckersley, Joseph Sykes ; Thos.-Padman, sup.
Louth—John Stephenson, John H. Norton, Joseph Heaton, John H.

Beech ; James Bumstead, supernumerary.
Horncastle—T. H. Walker, J. Talbot, J. Blackwell ; J. Hopewell, super.
Alford—John Brown, 2nd, Nathaniel Alston ; Robert Bryan, super..
Spilsby—Jonathan Cadman, George Oyston.
Coningsby—Seth Dixon, who shall change with the ministers at Boston

and Horncastle once in every six weeks with each cirenit.
Boston—Philip Hardcastle, James P. Dunn.
‘Wainfleet— Ambrose Freeman, David Griffiths.
Spalding—R. Gover, H. D. Lowe (who shall reside at Holbeach), T. Crosby.
Bourne—George Crofts, Samuel Wesley.

XXV.—THE HULL DISTRICT.
Henry Davis, Chairman of the District—Isaac Woodoock, Financial Secretary.

Hull, West (Waltham-street, &c.)—Charles Prest, Henry Bleby, William

Jackson, 2nd. ; Samuel Crompton, supernumerary. i)
Hull, East (George-yard, &c.)—Henry Davis, Thomas Llewellyn, Willjam

Davison ; Francis Derry, supernumerary.
Beverley—Samuel Brown, 2nd, Thomas Powell,
Driffield—Samuel Wilde, Joseph Officer.
Howden-—Isaac Woodcock, Jesse Edgoose.
Patrington—Thomas Brown, Richard Smales.
Hornsea—William G. Duncan, Edward King; John Jones, Ist, super.
Grimsby—Benjamin Firth, Robert Dugdale, William J. Skidmore, George

Scott, 2nd; Edward Abraham, supernumerary.
Gainshorough—William Crookes, Thomas Short, Henry J. Booth.
Epworthb—Benjamin Hudson, Robert W. Broomfield.
Snaith—J. Bolam, J. Kipling, J. Morton (who shall reside at Goole).
Brigg—Thomas D. Baines, George Southern.
Barton-—Thos. Cocking, J. M. Joll, Nathan Rouse ; J. Nowell, 1st, super.
Bridliogton—Alex. Hume, Wm. Hales, Edmund Stokes; C. North, sup.
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XXVI.—THE YOBK DISTRICT.
Alexander Bell, Chairman of the District—Wm. Smith, 1st, Financial
York—Alex. Bell, R. Inglis, John Ryan, 1lst, B. B. Waddy; J. Burdaull
Anthony Triffit, Wm. Carlton, Mw. Mallinson, Wm. Blundell, supers.
Tadcaster—Thomas Eastwood, John Simon.
Pocklington— Samuel Rowe, Henry Owen.
Malton—J. H. Faull, Mw. Cranswick, J. Kendall, 2nd; D. Jackson, sup.
Easingwold —William Wilkinson, William Drewitt, William Stevinsom.
N.B. Brother Stevinson shall reside at Helmsley.
Socarborough—W. Smith, 1st, W. B. Thorneloe, J. Collier ; F. Collier, sup.
Pickering—Peter Prescott, Edward Horton ; Joseph Frank, super.
Thirsk—James Catton, Rd. Stepney, Francis Barker; J. Kemp, super.
Ripon—Thomas Kilner, James Harris.
Selby—Robert Day, Matthew Banks, John I. Muff.

XXVIL.—THE WHITBY AND DARLINGTON DISTRICT.
George Jackson, Chairman of the District—William Robson, Financial Secretary.

Whitby—W. J. Bullivant, Thomas Garbutt, 2nd, John Cannell. N.B.
Brother Cannell shall reside at Danby Head.

Stokesley—Jobn Haigh, Henry Graham, Thos. Timms; Wm. Rennison,
Joseph Hutton, supernumeraries.

Darlington—George Jackson, Luke H. Wiseman.

Stockton—Wm. Binning, Thomas Fitzgerald, Henry Smallwood ; John
M. Pearson, sup. N.B. Brother Smallwood shall reside at Middles-
borough, and Brother Fitzgerald at Hartlepool.

Barnard-Castle—Wm. Robson, George Russell, Thomas Sheldon, N.B.
Brother Russell shall reside at Barningham.

Bishop-Auckland—Robt. Cook, Josh, B. Dawson; John Bumstead, sup.

Middieham—John Imisson, Charles B. Potts.

Richmond—James S. Thomas, Samuel Lord.

Reeth—Thos. Kemshall, Alfred Abbott; John Rawson, sup.

Bedale—Miles C. Dixon, Joseph Whitehead ; Wm. Shakleton, supernu.~
merary. N.B. Brother Whitehead shall reside at Masham.

XXVIIL—THE NEWCASTLE DISTRICT.

§ William Burt, Chairman of the District—William Pemberton, Financial Secretary.

Newcastle upon-Tyne—Wm. Burt, Wm. Pemberton, Wm, Andrews, Wm,
M. Punshon; Francis Neale, supernumerary.

Gateshead —Thomas Stokoe, Joseph Mortimer. .

North Shields—Jas. C. Hindson, Henry Hastling ; Robert Morton, sup.

Blyth —Samuel Brocksop, John Elam.

South Shields—William Wilson, 2nd, John Walters.

Sunderland—Thos. Staton, Jarvis Cheeseman,Fred. Griffiths; Humphrey
Stevenson, George Clnrke, supernumeraries.

Houghton-le-Spring—Samuel Lucas, 2nd, John Wetherell.

Durham— James Scholes, George Ellidge.

‘Wolsingham—William Ingham, William Hirst.

Hexham—Robert Lewis, 2nd, John Wood, 2nd.

Shotley Bridge—Peter Wilkinson, Thomas M’Cullagh.

Alston—Henry Dean, William Shaw.

Allendale-Town—Thomas Ballinghall, Joseph Hirst.

Alnwick—David Edgar.

Berwick—Samuel Bowman, who shall change on two Sundeys inesch
quarter with Brother Edgar,



Morpeth—Edmund Oldfield, who shall change on one Sunday in every
three weeks with the ministers of the Blyth circuit.

XXIX.—THE CARLISLE DISTRICT.

Hugh Beech, Chairman of the District—William Simpson, Financial Secretary.

Carlisle—Hugh Beech, J. W, Crankshaw.

Brampton—Hugh Johuson, who shall change on one Sunday in every
three weeks with the ministers at Carlisle.

‘Whitehaven—Thomas Savage, Robert Cass.

Workington—Harry Pedley, Edward Bayliss. N.B. Brother Bayliss shall
reside at Cockermouth.

Appleby—Thos. J. Walker, Wm. Foster; John Felvus, supernumerary.
N.B. Brother Foster shall reside at Bmugh.

Penrith —Wm. Simpson, Alfred Lockyer, Robert Horsfield.

Wigton and Keswick—Alexander Mansie, T. H. Hill. N.B. Brother
Hill shall reside at Keswick.

Kendal—J. Lewis, 1st, T. Rigby; J. Dunbar, Wm. Huddlestone, sups.

Ulverstone—William Parkinson, who shall change on one Sunday in
every six weeks with the ministers at Kendal.

Dumfries—William Shearman.

XXX.—THE ISLE OF MAN DISTRICT.

Roger Moore, Chairman of the District:
Douglas and Castletown— Roger Moore, Chas. Currelly, Theophilus Talbot
Ramsay and Peel—John Russell, Samuel Healy, John Skidmore.

XXXI.—THE EDINBURGH AND ABERDEEN DISTRICT.
William Horton,Chairman of the District—John Drake, Financial Secretary.

Edinburgh—William Ilorton, John Hay, William L. Horton.

Dunbar and Haddington—B. F rankland, jun., B.A., who shall change with
the ministers at Edinburgh, under the dxrecuon "of the superintendent

Glasgow and Paisley— John P. Hetherington, John Hannab, 2d; William
France, supernumerary.

‘Greenock—W. Mearns, A.M., who shall change with the ministers st
Glasgow on oneSunday in every six weeks.

Airdrie, Stirling, and Down—Paul Clarke, J. Danks, H. Balls. N.B. The
superintendent shall reside at Stirling, and Brother Balls at Airdrie.

Ayr—George Paterson.

‘Aberdeen —Peter Samuel, Rd. Martin, S. M‘Aulay; G. Douglas, super.

Dundee—Jabez Palmer.

Perth—Edward Shelton, who shall change once in every six weeks with
the ministers at Dundee.

Arbroath and Montrose—John Drake, Launcelot Railton. N.B. Brother
Drake shall reside at Montrose.

Banff--Robert Haworth.

Inverness—Edmund B. Warters, who shall change with the minister at
Banff on two Sundays in every six months.

XXX11.—THE SHETLAND ISLES DISTRICT.
Thompson Hesk, Chairman of the District.
Lerwick—Thompson Hesk, D. Farquhar, T. D. Dilks. N.B. Brother Far-
quhar shall reside at Dunrossness, and Bro. Dilks in the isle of Whalsey.
Walls—James Findley.
Northmavin and Delting—Benjamin Haworth.
- XNorth Isles—William Parsonson; William Langridge, mw.mmm
N.B. Brother Parsonson shall reside in the ifland o ©
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IRISH AND FOREIGN STATIONS.

IL—EUROPE.
. IRELAND.
Lucan and Trim—John Feeley,
Samuel Johnston.
Kilkenny—John Walker, J. Keys.
‘Tipperary—Francis Morrow.
Youghal—Edward M. Banks.
Fermoy—Jno. Liddy; J. Harrington,
. who is to reside in Mallow, sup.
Kinsale— Frederick Tlliott.
Berehaven Mines—T'. M‘Lorinan.
Dingle— George Magee.
Ballinasloe—T. Tlickey; W. Corn-
wall, who is to reside in Tuam,sup.
Nenagh and Killaloe—Jas. Sullivan,
Henry Ceddes.
Kilrush—Francis Stephens.
Galway—James Henry.
Belmullet and Eris-—R.H. Campbell.
Cavan—Thos. Foster, 'I'. W, Baker.
Donegal—W. Guard, W. B. Lebert.
Rathmelton—James Donald.
‘Newtownlimavady—Jerem. Wilson.
Ballymena—Robert Black.
FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND.
Charles Cook, Chairman of the District,
and General Superintendent of the Mis-
sions in France and Switzerland.
Paris—Chas. Cook. One to be sent.
Calais—Philip Guiton.
Boulogne—Charles W. Cleeve, B.A.
Caen (Le Bocage,&ec.)—Peter Lucas,
Charles C. de Boinville, who shall
reside at Lisieux.
Nismes, Anduze—La Vaunage, and
La Gardonnégne, Henry deJersey,
J. L. Roston, L. Pulsford;; P. Roy,
G. Jaulnes, assistant wmissionaries.
Ganges, &c. (Les Cevennes, West)—
J.de Lievre, a; H. Martin, super.
Lyons,&c. (Drome and upper Alps)
—Francis Farjat, Louis Martin,
Peter Massot, Philip Neel.
Lausanne and Aigle (Switzerland)—-
Matthew Gallicnne, Wm. Ogicr.
MEDITERRANKAN MISSIONS.
Gibraltar, Hilton Cheesbrough—
George Alton, Spanish department.
II.—ASIA.
CEYLON. TI:—THE SINGHALESE DIS-
TRICT.— (SOUTH.)
. D.J. Gogerly, Chairman of the District,

and General Superintendent of the mis-
, sions in south Ceylon,

Colombo, South—Daniel J.Gogerly;
David de Silva,native minister.

Colombo, North—J. A. Poulier, n.

Negombo, and Rillegalle—Daniel
D. Pereira, native minister.

Seedua—D. A. L. Bartholomeuz, n.

Galkisse—C. Wijesingha, n.

Morrotto—P. G. de Zilva, n.

Pantura—J.R.Parys,native minister.
N.B. TheColombo North, Negom-
bo, Seedua, Galkisse, Morrotto,
and Pantura circuits are nnder the
care of the superintendent of the
Colombo south circuit.

Caltura—William H. A. Dickson.

Galle and Amblamgodde—P. Rod-
rigo, a. N.B Paul Rodrigo shall
reside at Amblamgodde.

Belligam—W. A. Lalmon, n

Matura, Dondra, and Goddapitiya—
C.W.de Hoedt,n. N.B. The Bel-
ligam, Matura, Dondra, and God-
dapitiya circuitsare underthe care
of the Galle superintendent.

IT.—THE TAMUL DISTRICT. (ORTH.)

Peter Percival, Chairman of the district,
and Geueral Superintendent of the Mis-
sions in North Ceylon.

Jaffna, Wannerponne, and Puttoor
—Peter Percival,J. E.S.Williams;
Richard Watson, native minister.

Point-Pedro and Catavelley—E. J.
Robinson.

Trincomalee—John Walton,

Batticaloa, First (Puleanteevo)—
James Gillings.

Batticaloa, Second (Caravoor)—One
earnestly requested.

CONTINENTIAL INDIA. I.—THE MA-

DRAS DISTRICT.

Samuel Hardy, Chairman and General
Superintendent of the Madras district.
Madras—Saml. Hardy, P. Batchelor,

Ebenezer E. Jenkins.

Negapatam and Tranquebar—John
Pinkney, John Kilner; S.Devasa-
gayam, assistant missionary.

Manargoody and Trichinopoly—
Joseph Little; A. D. Ponniab, a.

Bangalore (Tamul)—Thomas Cryer.

1L.—THFE MYSORE DISTRICT.

John Garrety, Chsitman aod Geoet\ o~ *

perintendent of (oo Miywote A
Bangalors (Canazewy—3. S
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Edward J. Hardy ; W. Walker, a.
Mysore—DanielSanderson,B. Field.
Goobbee and Toomkoor—Thomas

B. Glanville, James M. Cranswick;

H.0.Sullivan,assistant missionary.
Coonghul—Joseph Morris.

AUSTRALASIA & POLYNESIA.

I.—THE AUSTRALIA AND VAN DIE-
MAN'S LAND DISTRICT. XEW BOUTH
WALES.

‘W. B. Boyce, Chalrman of the District, and
General Superintendent of the Austra-
lia and Van Dieman’s Land District.

Sydney, North (York-street)-—Wm.

B. Boyce, W. Butters, J. Oram.

Sydney,South(Chippendale)—Fred-
erick Lewis.

Sydney,East(Surrey Hills)-- B.Hurst.

Paramatta— Nathaniel Turner.

‘Windsor—William Schofield ; John

Pemell, assistant missionary.

Bathorst—B. Chapman; John G.
Milliard, assistant missionary.

Hunter River—S. Wilkinson, 1st ;

‘W. Ryrnes, assistant missionary.

Goulburn—James Somerville, a.

Queenbeyan—Wm. Lightbody, a.

Camden and Wollongong—No re-

sident missiopary.

Port Macquarie— Vacant at present.

Murrirundi— Noresident missionary

Moreton Bay—George Poole, super.

AUSTRALIA FELIX.

Melbourn—Henry G. Gaud; John

Harcourt, assistant missionary.
Geelong— Thomas B, Harris.
Portland Bay and Port Fairy—No
resident missionary.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Adelaide—D. J. Draper, T. N. Hull;

W. C. Currey, assistant mission-
ary; William Longbottom, sup.

Burra-Burra—John C. Thrum, a.

‘Willunga—W. Lowe, assist. miss.

WESTERN AUSTBALIA.

Swan River—Jobn Smithies.

VAR DIEMAN’S LAND.

Hobart Town and New Norfolk—

John Eggleston, Jonathan Innes.
Ross, &c.—John A. Manton.
Launceston — Edward Sweetman,

Francis Tuckfield.

-'Westbury—Jabez B. Waterhouse.

Oatlands— James Learmouth. One
wauted.

1I.—THE NEW ZBALAXD DISTRKT,
NORTHERN SECTION.

W. Lawry, Chairman of the District, and
@eneral Superintendent of the Missions
in New Zealand,and Visitor of the Mis-
sions inthe Friendly and Feejee Islands.

John Hobbs, Deputy Chairman of the
Norsere e of (b Nov 2
of the Middle Sectign; aad J. Watkin
DeputyChai of th h ti

Auckland and Pehiakura— Walter

Lawry, Thomas Buddle, Henry
H. Lawry. e
2.5, T by s of e
fonaries in New Zealand, the Friendly
Islands, and Feejee. .

Alexander Reid is Master of the Native
Training Institution.

Mangunguand Wangaroe—J. Hobbs

Waima and Newark—John Warren.

Wairoa (Kaipara)—James Buller.

MIDDLE SECTION.

Kawhia, Beecham-dale,(Aotea,) and

Mokau—J. Whitely, G.Smales.
New Plymouth (Taranaki North)—
Henry H. Turton.
Taraneki South and Waitatara—
G. Stannard, assistant missionary-
‘Waingoroa—James Wallis.
Waipa and Wakatumutumd—
George Buttle. }
SOUTHEBN SECTION,

Waimate and Patea— William Kitk

Wanganui—William Woon.

Port Nicholson, Cloudy Bay, #2d

Kapiti—J. Watkin, John Aldred:

Nelson and Motuika (Middle Isisnd)

—Samuel Ironside.

Waikowaiti, near Otago (Middle Is-

land); y(harles Creed.

11 —TESSFRIENDLY ISLANDS DI’

n TRICT.

Peter Turner, Chairman of the Distrid:
Tongatabu—P, Turner, W. Webb
2nd, G. Daniel, G. Miller, 20d.
Haabai—Matthew Wilson, T West
Vavau—Stephen Rabone, Thoms

Adams, Walter J. Davis.

Niuatobutabu and Nin.rooy—"-:ﬁ

jamin Latuselu, Native assis!

N.')B.;,Ix‘xlgui orlSa:l; lsl]:n%. ‘:gdgr'“'
or Wallis nd
care of n::lx t}:lcﬁ::ﬁgidmﬁw

€S aAre eam

N.B.—John Thomas is setarniog bome:
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D’Urban (Fingo Mission), and Fort

IV.—THE FEEJEE DISTRICT.
Richard B, Lyth, Chairman of the District.
Lakemba —James Calvert, David

Hazlewood, John Malvern. N.B.
D. Hazlewood shall reside at Oso.
Viwa and Bau—Richard B. Lyth.
Bua—Thomas Williams, 2nd.
: Nandy—J. Watsford, J. Ford. N.B.
., Lomaloma, Oneata, Ovalau, No-
koratumba, and Rotumah, are
chiefly under the care of native
teachers.

III. AFRICA.
SOUTHERN AFRICA.
I.—THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE DIS-
TRICT.

Thomas L. Hodgson, Chairman of the

District, and General Superintendent
of the Missions in the Cape of Good

'
'
'
|
|

ope,

Capep Town, Rondebosch—Thomas
L.Hodgson, Barnabas Shaw, Ben-
jamin Ridsdale.

‘Wynberg, Simon’s Town, &c. Mat-
thew Godman.

Stellenbosch—Edward Edwards.

Somerset (West)—Richard Ridgill.

Khamies-Berg (Little Namaqua-
land)—Joseph Jackson.

Nisbett Bath (Great Namegualand)

—John A. Baillie, asst. missionary.

Concordiaville (Damaraland)—Rd.
Haddy.

Elephant-Fountain (Damaraland) —
Joseph Tindall.

Roode-Volk (Damaraland)— One
wanted.

IL—THE ALBANY AND KAFFRARIA
DISTRICT.
(COLONTAL CIRCUITS.)
William Shaw, Chairman of the district,
and General Supel'intende -f the Wes-
leyan Missions in South k .tern Africa.
Grauham’s Town—Wm. Shaw, Ist,
Horatio Pierce, Geo. Smith, 2nd.
Salem and Farmerfield—Ebenezer
D. Hepburn, assistant missionary.
Bathurst and Lower Albany—John
Smith, 2d.

Fort-Beaufort and Upper Albany.—
John Ayliff, George Chapman.
Port-Elizabeth and Uitenbage—

John Wilson, 2nd.
Cradock—Jobhn Edwards.
Somerset—George H. Green,

\

Indaleni—James Allison.

Peddie—Henry H.

Dugmore,
One wanted.

Newton-Dale and Waterloo-Bay

(Fingo Mission). No resident
missionary. N.B. The ministers
of the colonial circuits are to
change regularly under the direc-
tion of thegeneral superintendent.
BRITISH KAFFRAPIA.

Mount-Coke—William Impey.
King William’s Town—John W,

Appleyard.

Wesleyville and East London—

William Sargent.

Haslope-Hills and Kamastone—

William Shepstone.

Lesseyton, Invani, and Bonkolo—

Joseph C. Warner.

Wittebergen—Johannes P. Bertram,
KAFFBARIA PROPER.
Butterworth—One to be seat.

Beecham-Wood—Under the care of

I.—AMAXOSA.

native teachers.

Krili's Mission (Hintza’s Tribe)—

Francis P. Gladwin.
II.—ABATEMBU.

Clarkebury—J. Steward Thomas.
Morley—William H. Garner.

I1I.—~AMAMPONDO.

Buntingville—No resident mission-

ary

Shawl;ury-—No resident missionary.
Palmerston(Faku’s Tribe)}—Thomas

Jenkins.
PORT NATAT, AND AMAZULU.

D'Urban—William C. Holden.
Pieter-Mauritz-Berg—W. J. Davis.
Kwangubeni (Zwaartkops)—George

Parsonson.

N.B. On
all the stations in Kaffraria, the
brethren shall change on the Sun-
day, each with the nearest to him,
once at least in every quarter.
UL.—THE BECHUANA DISTRICT.

James Cameron, Chairman of the district.

Thaba-Unchu (Baralongs), and Lo-

kualo (Ligoia)—James Cameron.
One earnestly requested.

Plaatberg (Newlanders and Basutos),

Mirametsu (Korannas), Lishuani
(Basutos and. Griguos)—Racwesd
Giddy ; Joweph DL WMo Lndesyu.
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Umpokani (Basutos and Fingos)—
- Q. Schreiner, assistant missionary.
Im i, Sevumelo, and Moteng
(Basutos)—C. D. Van Soelin, 8.
Colesberg—Purdon Smailes.
Bakaloque and Bakuakua—Vaeant
for the present. N.B. On all the
stations in the district, the brethren
- shall change on the Sunday, each
with the nearest to him, once at
least in every quarter of the year.

WESTERN AFRICA.

1.—SIERRA LEONE.
Thomas Raston, General Superintendent
ofthe Wesleyan Missions at SferraLeone.
Free Town, &c.—Thos. Raston,John
Lewis, 2nd, Joseph Wright, native
missionary, Walter Garry.
Hastings, &c.—Charles Knight, na-
tive missionary, G. H. Decker, n. a.
York, &c.—Richard Hart.
II.—THE GAMBIA.
Henry Badger, General Superintendent of
the Gambia Missions.
St. Mary’s and Barra-Point—Henry
Badger, George Meadows.
Ngabatang—Vacant.

M¢Carthy’s Island—Jos. May,n. a.
III.—THE GOLD COAST, ASHAKRTI, ARD
OTHER PARTS OF GUINEA.

omas Fr »General Superi dent
of the Wesleyan Missions iu Guinea.
Cape-Coast Town, Dixcove,Sekundi,
&c.—Thomas B. Freeman.
Anamabu, Akroful, &c.—Noresident
missionary.
Domonasi, Abassa, Mansu, &c.—
Henry Wharton.
British Akrah, Winnibah, &c.—
Frederick Hart.
Ashanti—Charles Hilliard; John
Hagan,nativeassistant missionary.
Badagry and Abbeokuta—J. A, Mar-
tin, native assistant missionary.

IV.—AMERICA.
WEST INDIES. I—THE ANTIGUA
DISTRICT.

James Cox, Chairman of the district and
@eneral Superintendent of the Missi
in the Antigua distriot.

Antigua—William Fiddler, James

Horne, T. James, Geo. Sargeant.

Dominica—George Blauchflower,
Joshus Jordan.

Moatserrat—Thomas Pearson, 3rd.

Nevis—R. Plawkins,A.J. Thom

St. Christopher's—Jas. Cox,
Pearson,2nd,S. Simons, S.Smyth,
‘Wm. P. Turtle; John Mortier,sap.

St. Eustatius and St. Bartholomew—
Benjamin Tregaskis.

St. Martin’s and Anguilla—William
T. Waymouth ; John Hodge, sup.

Tortola~-Wm. Satchell; Thos. M.
Chambers, assistant missionary.

IL.—THE 8T. VINCENT’S AND DENE-

RARA DISTRICTS.

William Bannister, Chairman of the dis-
trict and General Superintendent of the
Missions in St. Vincent's and Demerars
district,

St. Vincent’s, Kingstown—William
Bannister, Thomas Butcher, Joha
E. Ellison, Edward Collier.

St.Vincent's, Biabou—Wm. Hudsos,
Wm. Cleever, Richard Wrench. ‘

Grenada—Henry Hurd. !

Trinidad—W. L. Binks,S.Brown,3rd.

Tobago—DavieBarley ; Js. Elliott,s -

Demerara, George Tuwn—1J. ka- :
ford,J ohn Horsford, J oseph Bigg® |
N.B. Joseph Biggs is to reside st l
the Arabian Coast.

Demerara, Mahaica— W m. Limmex-

Demerara, Victoria—Wm. Heath.

Barbadoes—Jobn Corlett, Jame :
Banfield, Henry Padgban. |
ITL.—THE JAMAICA DISTRICT. '

Jonathan Edmondson, Chairman
district, and General Superintendent
the Missions and Schools in Jamaics

Kingston—J. Edmondson, W. West»
G. Savery, S. Burrell, W. Tysot-

Montego Bay and Luoeea— Willis®
Moss, Thomas Phelps.

SpanishTown—Jobn G. Maaly-

Morant Bay—Edward Frazer. !

Grateful-Hill and Stony-Hill—R*
A. Johuson.

Palmouth—David Kerr.

St. Ame’s Bay—E. S. Thompso-

Ocho Rios—William Sinclair. |

Beechamville and Watsonville™
Martin Young. One wanted:

Bath and Port Morant—J-_Am::’
H. Carter, A. Foote, G. Smith, 48

Port Antonio—George Millsom.

Guy’s Hill—John Mearns.

Clarendon—James Rowden; Job®
Vaz, assistant missionary.

Savannah-la-Mar—W, G, Stedo®
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Mount Ward—Edwin Blake.

! Brown’s Town—Timothy Curtis.

' Duncan’s—Richard Hornabrook.

. Yallahs and Bethesda—W.Hodgson.

' Mount Fletcher—Henry B. Foster.

" Linstead—Henry B. Britten.

. Belize and Charibb Town—(Hondu-
rasBay)—J.Webster,H.W.Haime.

IV.—THE BAHAMA DISTRICT.

; Isasc Whitehouse, Chairman of the dis-
triot, and General Superintendent of the
Missi in the Bah and B d
Islands.

+ New Providence—IsaacWhitehouse,

i Samuel Annear.

¢ Eleuthera, First(RockSound,&e.)—

. W. Williams 3rd, assistant mis.

4 Eleuthera, Second (Governor’s Har-
bour, &c.)—John B. Selley.

¢ Harbour Island—Thos. Lofthonse.

; Abaco (Green-Turtle Bay, &c.)—
William English.

3 Turk’s Island—William Ritchie.

; Bermuda (Hamilton, &c.)—John B.

Brownell; Thos. H. Smith, sup.

¢ Bermuda (St. George’s, &c.)—James

Aldis. .

V.—THE HAYTI DISTRICT.
3 Mark B. Bird, Chairman of the district,

and General Superintendent of the Hayti
) Missjons.

! Port-au-Prince—M. B. Bird; Joseph
A. Heureaux, assistant missionary.

- Port-au-Plast and Samana—Wm.

! Towler.

[ Jeremie—William T. Cardy.

t Cape Haitien and Gonaives—James

T. Hartwell.
Cayes—St. Denis Bauduy.
- THE BRITISH DOMINIONS IN NORTH
AMERICA.
I.—MISSIONS IN OANADA WEST.

‘ IKDIAN MISSIONS,

; Enoch Wood, General Superintendent of

| Missions in Canada West,

! St. Clair—Thos. Fawcett, Jas. Gray.

! Muncey—S. D.Rice, Abram Sickles.
Sahgeeng—John K. Willistone.
Grand River—Rowley Heyland.
New Credit—William Ryerson.
Snake Island—William Young.

. Schoogog—One to be sent.
Alderville—Wm. Case, S. Brownell.
Rice and Mud Lake—K. Brooking,

John Sunday. .
Rama and Orilis—Horace Deati.

%

Beausoliel and French River—Wm,
Herkimer.
Owen’s Sound—David Sawyer. !
DOMESTIO MISSIONS IN THE NEW
SETTLEMENTS, !
Gosfield and Amherstburgh—Richd.
Whiting, Edwin €lemet.
Mono—John Goodfellow.
Notawasaga—One to be sent,
St. Vincent—One to be sent.
Barrie—L. O. Rice. One to be sent.
Brock—William Steer.
Arremosa—John Sanderson.
Sydenham—William Dignam.
Goderich—J. Williams, J. Laird.
Adelaide —Ozias Barber.
Wardsville—Edward Sallows. One
to be sent.
Stratford—James Hutchinson.
Peel —Robert Lockhead.
Guelph—J. Spencer, C. Fish.
Chippewa—R. E. Tupper, G. Case.
Seneca—J. Baxter, Wm. S. Griffin.
Shannonville—Daniel Wright.
Norwood—William Norton.
Mormora—Abram Dayman.
Hungerford—Joseph Reynolds.
Sherbrook—Michael Baxter. )
Cornwall—W.H.Williams,L.Morton
Osgood—Henry Shaller.
St. Andrews—Fras. Coleman, John
Armstrong, 2nd. . -
Bonchere—Richard Wilson.
Buckingham—John Armstrong.
Clarendon—David Jennings.
I1.—CANADA ( EASTERN DISTRICT.)
Matthew Lang, Chairman of the Distrioct-
and General Superintendent.
Montreal—J. Jenkins, C. de Welfe,.
A.M.,, Chas. Lavell, Henry Cox.
Québee—C, Churchill, L. Taylor.
Three Rivers—Malcolm M‘Donald.
Wesleyville—One wanted. '
St. John’s and Chambly—M. Lang,
John Douglas. ’
Huntingdon—James Brock.
Russelton—Hugh Montgomery.
Odell-Town and Hemingford—J.
C. Davidson, Gifford Dorey.
Clarenceville—Edmund S, Ingalls.
St. Armand’s—John Tomkins.
Dunham—William Scoftt.
Shefford—Rufus A. Flanders.
Stanstead—John Borlend. - -
Compton—Thomas Campbell.
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8herbrooke—Henry Lanton.
Melborne & Danville—B. Slight,an.
Leeds—One wanted.

II1.—THE NOVA 8COTIA DISTRICT.
Ephraim Evans, Chairman of the District
and General Superintendent.
Halifax—E. Evans, J. M‘Murray;
Wm. Bennett, supernumerary.

Halifax County—Geo. O. Heustis.
Lunenburg—Roland Morton.
Liverpool and Mill’s Village—Alex-
ander W. M‘Leod. One wanted.
Shelborne—Robert A. Temple.
Barrington—One wanted.
Yarmouth—Richard Weddell.
Horton and Cornwallis—Thos. H.
Davis, James Narraway.
‘Windsor—John Marshall.
Newport and Maitland—If. Pope,
1st, Robert E. Crane.
Truro and River John—W. M‘Carty.
Amherst—William Croscombe.
Meccan and Parrsborough— One
wanted.
Wallace —Jeremiah V. Jost.
River Philip—One wanted.
Guysborough—Wesley C. Beals.
CAPE BRETON.
8ydney—Richard Smith.
8hip-Harbour—One wanted.
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
Charlotte ‘Town—F. Smallwood, H.
Pope, 2nd. One wanted; J. P.
Strong, supernumerary.
Bedeque—James Buckley.
Tryon and Crapaud—One wanted.
Murray-Harbour—One wanted.
IV.—NEW BRUNSWICK DISTRICT.
Richard Knigat, Chairman of the District
and General Superintendent.
St. John, South (Germain-street,
&c.)—Rd. Knight, Robert Cooney
St. John, North (Portland)—Wm
Smith, 2nd.
St. John, West (Carlton)—Henry
Daniel, James Taylor, 2nd.
Fredericton—Wm. Temple.
‘wanted.
Nashwaak—One wanted.
Sheffield, &e.— William Smithson.
Mill Town—Ingram Sutcliffe.
8t. Stephen’s and St. David’s—Geo.
M, Barratt.

One

8t. Andrew’s—George Miller.
Sackville—James G. Hennigar.
Point de Bute—George Johnson.
Petitcodiac—Robert A. Chesley.
Hopewell—Christopher Lockhart.
Sussex Vale—Joseph F. Bent.
Woodstock and Andover—J.Allison.
Annapolis—Michael Pickles.
Bridgetown—Arthur M‘Nutt.
Aylesford—Richard Shepherd,
Digby and Sissiboo—One wanted.
Miramichi—Sampson Busby.
Richibucto—John Prince.
Bathurst—William Allen, 2nd.
Dalbousie—One earnestly requested
Wesleyan Academy, Mount Alison,
Westmoreland—H.Pickard,A.M.,
Principal; A. Desbrisay, Chaplain.
V.—THE NEWFOUNDLAND DISTRICT.

Edmund Botterell, Chairman of the Dis-
trict and General Superintendent.

St.John’s—Edmund Botterell,Elias
Brettell; Richard Williams, sup.
Harbour Grace—Wm.E. Shenstone.
Carbonear— William Faulkner.
Blackhead—Thomas Angwin.
Perlican—James England.
Island Cove—Samnuel W. Sprague.
Port-de-Grave—John P, Ady. .
Brigus—John Snowball. .
Trinity—One wanted.
Bonavista—Adam Nightingale.
Gree» Bay—John Brewster.
Burin—John 8. Peach.
Grand Bank—James Norris.
Hant's Harbour.—One wanted.
Hermitage Cove—One wanted.
TERRITORIES OF THE HUDSON'S BAY
COMPAKY.
Norway-House, Lake Winnipeg—
William Mason.
Moose-Factory—One wanted.
Lac-la-Pluie and Fort Alexander—
Peter Jacobs, assist. missionary.
Edmonton and Rocky Mountain.—
One wanted.
These missions are, for the gresent,plwed
under the direction of the Rev. John
Jenkins, superintendent of Montreal.

(Thomas Haswell,and Richard D. Grifith
are returning home )

2ot

Contractions.—a. missionary.
n, native missionary. n.a. native as-
\ Y. sup,supernumerary,
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